October 2019

ABC Certified

Bi Lingual

Bi Monthly

October 2019

Bakhtiar

3

Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi

4

Gen Mirza Aslam Beg

6

Mr. K M Dilshad

7

Mr. Rana Abdul Baqi

9

Brig Asif Haroon Raja

15

Bakhtiar

20

Mr. Muhammad Abd al-Hameed
(Late)

23

Selected by Lt Gen Ayaz Ahmed

30

Mr. Fahad Shah

32

Editor’s Note
From the Desk of Chairman:
Kashmir-Limits of Diplomacy
The Illusion of National Security
Establishment of Defense Pacts with China
Kashmir Heaven Made Hell by RSS/Modi
Civil War in Yemen

Sovereign-Who
What PTI Government should do
(Part-V of VI)
The Western Alliance is Falling Apart

Waging War Against India
Letter to Editor & AMS Report

Editor

34-35
37
39
40
41
43

54
Rs. 100/-

44
46

1

October 2019

TOPICS & THE LEARNED SPEAKERS
Monthly Seminars 2017-2018
The previous list of the topics and the learned speakers for the year 2016 was published in Issue 39, April
2017
1 MS

29 Apr 17
Overall 96th

2 MS

2 Jul

Eid Milan & Open House

Secy Gen

3 MS

30 Jul

Foreign Policy of Pakistan & Current
Challenges

Brig Asif Haroon Raja

4 MS

20 Aug

Books Launch: Tangled Knot of Kashmir

Brig Asif Haroon Raja

5 MS

30 Sep

Trump and the American Deep State

Gen Asad Durrani

6MS

29 Oct

National Integration and Social Cohesion

Dr. Ikram Azam & Mr. M.Saeed
Khalid

7 MS

2 Dec

8 MS

23 Dec

9 MS
10 MS

Mr.Tariq Saaleem Lone, IGP

Mr. Shamas ul Haq Awan
Assessment of Kashmir Tangle: /way forward
to Unite Knot

Brig Asif Haroon Raja

28 Jan 18

Trump and Pakistan

ACM Kaleem Saadat

25 Feb 18

Unlearning

Bakhtiar

a.

Brig Saad Muhammad

11th
AGM

25 Mar 2018

1 MS

29 Apr
Overall 106th

2 MS

b.
c.

Pakistan: Political
Problems & Way-forward
Indo-Pak Relations
Pak- US Relations

Mr. Muhammad Saeed Khalid
Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi

Fasting and Taqwa

Air Cdre Zafar Iqbal Mir

1 Jul

Eid Milan Party

Secy General

3 MS

22 Jul

Water Shortage & Storage Options

Engr Shams ul Mulk, HI

4 MS

19 Aug

The war to Happiness

Mr. Zahid Qureshi

5 MS

30 Sep

Pakistan in US-China Tangle

Brig Saad Muhammad

6 MS

28 Oct

New Pakistan: Desire or Dire

Dr. Khalid Mughal

7 MS

24 Nov

Civil-Military Relations

Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi

8 MS

6 Jan 19
19 Jan 19

Life: A Review

Bakhtiar

Fifth Generation War

Dr. Samiullah Malik

Pak-US Relations: Jan 19

ACM Kaleem Saadat

9 MS
10 MS

23 Feb 19
Overall 115th

Editor: Bakhtiar Hakeem, Sub-Editor: Ms. Hajra Saeed
H. No: 26, St: 19, Sector C, Phase 1, DHA Islamabad. Tel: 051-5788614 Cell: 0345-5375114
bak116ster@gmail.com, www.thinkersforumpakistan.org

Title of account: Thinkers Forum Pakistan-Trust No. 0106 0100 00823 9
TFP-Better2 Morrow No. 0106 0100 585108 Askari Commercial Bank, DHA Islamabad.

October 2019

EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader, how are
you!

may help us infer why KSA did not support Pakistan on
Kashmir at UN.

We live in a very important, rather
critical, period of time with reference
to both internal politics and the
regional security for Pakistan.
Bakhtiar
Kashmir issue: Modi’s government
changing Indian Constitution unconstitutionally, and
the longest continuing clamp-down in IOK were and
are the threatening flash points. Such a suppression and
aggression against the civilian population is worst ever
example after the atrocities on Jewish population in
Nazi Germany. The world is witnessing all this with
little or no response. It is all too little, and is getting very
late. Nothing practical has been done for the Kashmiris,
so far. This Issue carries no less than three articles by
very learned and seasoned writers on Kashmir issue,
its ramifications and what to do? Read Mr. Baqi, the
history of Kashmir, how it has been turned into hell from
heavens. Read Gen Lodhi, what are the characteristics
of diplomacy, what it can achieve and what are its
limitations. It can pave the way, set and organize
certain preliminaries, and get the otherwise smiling
belligerents around a talking table. However, nothing
may accrue except, a joint communiqué, resolutions to
meet again, MoUs, or agreements to disagree when real
muscles do not have enough power; the power which
matters. Timings are sometimes very important. To
act in time and letting others to react, could become a
winning step. The fact and apprehension of war between
Pakistan and India must be considered seriously and by
prudent heads. The decision-makers must be ready for
all possible levels to which a limited or conventional
war may reach.

‘Sovereignty’ for whom, with its depth and breadth has
been at the heart of things in international relations.
Sovereignty, being exclusive for state, also implied that
there was no single over-arching body in the world.
Startling enough, there is no single rule or code in
the world which has been signed by all the countries!
However, God also claims He is the ‘sovereign’ and He
shares it with none else. Read the article, how Western
Alliance is falling apart; by Peter Koenig. It should serve
as a pointer that world is going to be multipolar after
having remained unipolar, since 1991. Where would be
the new centers of power?

Read Gen Beg, how the security illusion in ME has been
shattered. Half of the Saudi Oil production facilities
were hit. No early warning, no protection; none could
react in time; not only that who did it, we still do not
know! All we know is that the immediate beneficiary
is the USA. We say welcome to our new writer, Mr.
Kunwar M Dilshad. He has widely discussed the current
issues related with Kashmir, the present state of CPEC
and our relations with Iran. There is a detailed study on
Yemen War, by the new Chairman of TFP, Brig Asif
Haroon. It is an exclusive study on Yemen and KSA
security matters specifically and that of Yemen and ME,
including Iran in general. Reading in between the lines

Dr. Waqar M Khan, call it from horse’s mouth; writes that
the economy is slipping into recession. We hear similar
analyses almost every evening from all economic experts
on the talk shows. What is PTI government going to do?
Is governance any better; has Sahiwal firing policeman
been punished? Has Karachi been cleared of garbage?
What is the rate of change of IGs and DIGs and DPOs
in Punjab? How about BRT in Peshawar? Dengue fever
is spreading, at least in two cities, what is public health
cover up to? Is judiciary faring any better; we leave it
to the Honorable Chief Justice of Pakistan. He is good
enough a critique of his domain.
FPSC has announced the result for the written part of
CSS for the year 2019. 23,403 applied but only 14, 521
appeared. Where did the 38 percent go? And only 372
passed! Only 2.56% passed! Out of these how many will
pass medical, psychological tests and the viva-voce?
Two of very dear, caring and loving friends appear
with their invaluable words of condolence in the Urdu
section. Dr. Samiullah Malik, UK, and Col Hamid Ghani
Anjum, Lahore in their own unique and subtle way have
remembered the loss of a dedicated TFP member, Mrs.
Aneesa Bakhtiar. That is how Dr. Malik have described
the philosophy of death and life. Col Hamid has paid
invaluable tribute to the parted soul. I am deeply
obliged, so does every member of the family of Mrs.
Aneesa stand indebted to them and all who expressed
their condolence and shared the grief.
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
KASHMIR-LIMITS OF
DIPLOMACY
Professional
and
efficient
diplomatic corps is a vanguard
in pursuing country’s national
interests and defending it against
external onslaughts. The task
is continuous, arduous and
demanding. It requires a variety of
Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi
skills and knowledge that probably
may exceed the challenges in any other profession.
The diplomats need to have a good insight of world
politics, international law, geo strategy, geo economy,
communication skills and negotiating prowess etc, just
to name a few. Then they have to acquire an in-depth
knowledge and details of the area or the issue wherever
they are deputed. A challenging but at the same time
a satisfying experience that can be rewarding for their
country and for themselves. Pakistan luckily had the
good luck of having some professional stalwarts leading
our foreign office, also this portion of bureaucracy
remained specialists rather than general purpose unlike
most of our remaining bureaucrats.
Any institution can only work optimally if it gets firm
and robust long term policy directives that must come
from apex political authority with only suggestive inputs
from other relevant quarters, depending on the nature
of subject under consideration. That unfortunately
has not been Pakistan’s forte. Other important point
to understand is that Foreign Policy can only be
pursued remaining within the existing global political,
economic and strategic frameworks. Also it can only
extend itself around and up to the limitations laid out by
own elements of power both developed and potential.
At the same time it is of paramount importance for the
diplomats to understand the world’s latest techniques
(hybrid) in attacking the minds of the decision makers
and practitioners and creating artificial blocks across
their thought process when considering various options.
This discussion was necessary to understand the
potentials and limitations of our foreign policy and
diplomacy on Kashmir, and what can it really achieve
on ground. We hear a lot about various options that
4
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Pakistan pursued to resolve the issue from legal,
political, diplomatic and kinetic angles. And now
questions being asked if we are left with any further
options? A valid query that needs to be considered
with care and logic. The first and foremost factor that
decides about the outcome of any national effort is the
synchronization and coordination amongst various
elements of power, diplomacy being only one such
element. If for example military instrument gets applied
in isolation without conditioning the international and
domestic political arena, and out of sync diplomatic
manoeuvre, it is bound to fail. Political, economic,
military and diplomatic actions must be well aligned
and properly sequenced to achieve national goals. That
has been our main weakness demonstrated over and
over again. Please not this time!
What do we expect from our tireless diplomatic efforts
on Kashmir? What is the potential of UN and other
international forums and how can these be helpful in
resolving the Kashmir issue? The present politicoeconomic global framework and the well-known
influence of major powers on various international
institutions precludes any decisive impact on Modi’s
attitude by UN and other international forums.
Unfortunately we as a country have not been able to
create a political, strategic or economic clout in terms
of regional or other blocks that could put its weight
behind our stance today. Except for China (and that
too more because of Chinese efforts) where we can
proclaim to have strategic understanding , we have been
flouting the opportunities and kept our gazed fixed on
US and its allies. Russians and Iranians kept turning to
us multiple times and every time our sluggish and cold
responses surprised them. Any major change ought to
be a political decision and we cannot blame foreign
office for that, except that more forthright inputs should
have come from their side. But alas we may be having
westernized and Americanized individuals working as
moles against our look east policy. All institutions need
to be purged of such elements, and Army has taken
lead in this respect. So the international political and
diplomatic scenarios are fixed and loaded against our
aspirations under the prevailing environment. We are
sure that Prime Minister Imran Khan will deliver a
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fantastic speech, end September at UNGA, but it won’t
help Kashmiri Cause much except for a temporary big
applause. And also by that time Indians would have
completed their first phase of military action that is
denting the Freedom Movement in IOK by decapitating
the entire young leadership. And they (Indian Armed
Forces) would have totally turned their guns towards
LoC and international border. So investment and
efforts in diplomacy alone, not likely to bring the
desired results. And what are the immediately desired
objectives:
a. Immediate lifting of curfew.
b. Dispatching of international investigative team to
evaluate the level of atrocities.
c. Provision of communication means, internet etc to
the locals.
d. Provision of food and medicine especially for
children.
e. Freeing of all those under custody and making lists
of those martyred or raped.
One good thing that is showing positive results is
the awareness campaign for the global civil society
through media, social media and diaspora. This in
turn can put some pressure on Nation States to review
their indifferent attitude towards Kashmiris’ plight on
account of human rights violations. But it is going to be
a long haul. So the diplomatic efforts, media, especially
social media campaign and worldwide processions in
support of Kashmiri cause must continue. Whereas
all these efforts will keep the issue internationalized ,
however it will not change the Indian Govt’s and Forces
attitude, nor likely to get UNSC new and effective
resolution on the subject . It will create an environment
in which Pakistan can pursue other actions in political
and military arenas. All our efforts in diplomacy, media
and awareness campaigns may go waste if we do not
combine them with efforts in the political, legal and
military areas.
And what are those areas in the political, legal and
military fields that we need to pursue concurrently?
We are planning to go to ICJ against crimes being
perpetrated by Indian Armed Forces in Kashmir. For

that we first need to insist on an investigative team to be
sent in the valley. We need to become a part of political,
economic and military blocks aligned with China,
Russia, and Turkey etc. The present visit by Chinese
military delegation is a good political development.
We may ask UNGA and UNSC to arrange for partial
plebiscite under their auspices within the free areas of
Kashmir, and can be extended to IOK later whenever
possible. May even think of revoking Simla Agreement
as it has been violated by India a number of times. As
IOK is without a legitimate Government, it is proposed
that a Govt in Exile be propped up with the help of
Kashmiri diaspora and friendly countries, etc. etc. Of
course, all these proposals merit deliberations and
debate carefully weighing pros and cons, but should not
be rejected summarily. We must mobilise Kashmiri and
Pakistani youth and train them to get ready to help own
armed forces defend the motherland, and if required
go and assist our hapless brothers and sisters across
the Line of Control. Also undertake some immediate
and short term similar measures. Flexing own military
muscles including nuclear capabilities through some
demonstrative actions should not be precluded. In our
desire to be a good boy and get credit of a civilized
approach (that has given us nothing but inaction) we
cannot give up our legitimate national interests.
Thus only a total and comprehensive approach
encompassing all elements of power potential, applied
in unison, that supports the resistance movement in
Kashmir will create the environment that will bring a
change in Modi’s mood and bring India on negotiating
table. And talk they will, Inshallah. Provided we
understand the limitations of diplomacy and the
shortcomings of international institutions due to
reasons generally well known. And apply all elements
of National Power wisely but comprehensively to
achieve our goals. The present state of inactivity or
shall we say only partial activity on the pretext of
economic weakness will not postpone the inevitable
plans hatched by our enemies. Make up your mind,
WAIT FOR THE EVENTS TO UNFOLD AND GET
LATE IN RESPONSES OR READ THE STARS
CORRECTLY AND UPSET ENEMY DESIGNS.
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THE ILLUSION OF NATIONAL
SECURITY
The intelligent machines like the
drones and the cruise missiles that
hit Saudi oil facilities, demolished
the myth of Security, which the
multi-billion dollar US ‘Irandome’ air defense system was to
provide. With one stroke it has
exposed the vulnerability of eight Gen Mirza Aslam Beg
military bases of America in the
Middle East region, and all the oil producing facilities
of Saudi Arabia, UAE and other Arab countries.
That is the reason that “locked and loaded’, threat
of Trump, was rejected by the saner elements, who
didn’t want ‘American forces acting as mercenaries to
Saudi Arabia.” Iran is equally vulnerable, facing the
“economic war” sanctions and more sanctions.
The Israel-Hezbollah war of 2007 is one such example,
where the American Iron Dome air defense system was
defeated by free flight rockets of Hezbollah. Israel lost
the war. Such is the tyranny of high-tech expensive
weapons defeated by very simple and inexpensive antiweapons. It is reported that the Houtis fired 22xdrones
and cruise missiles from a distance of about 1000 kms.
Abqaiq was struck 18xtimes while nearby Khumrais
was hit four times, that triggered multiple explosions
and towering flames that took hours to extinguish. I
remember, President Clinton in 1998 fired cruise missiles
from a distance of 1200 km, targeting Osama Bin Laden
hide-out in Afghanistan. Seventy of these missiles hit
the target area, while the remaining hundred fell over
Pakistan territory, many of them in good condition,
were picked-up by Pakistani technicians, who did the
reverse engineering, to develop the prototype of the
Toma Hawk Missiles. It’s the Americans, the Iranians
and the Pakistanis who have this technology. Pakistan
is now working to increase its range to the last limit of
Indian territories.
Now Pompeo says “our mission is to avoid war with
Iran. We are sending more troops to the region to deter
aggression,” which is meant to fool the Arabs, with
a false sense of security. Iran warns “we have stood
6

tall for the last forty years. If any country attacks
Iran, that country will become the battle ground.”
The situation is explosive. On the other hand, our soft
diplomacy has emboldened the Indian Army Chief,
threaten hitting strategic targets in Pakistan, and we are
seeking clarification of such out-bursts.
The Arabs have no hope of getting any reliable defense
of their vulnerable assets. They should fight their
own wars. The United States after pulling-out of the
2015 nuclear deal, appears ready to reach-out to Iran
to accept a more restrictive agreement. The Iranians
suffering from the sanctions of the economic war, “have,
no doubt, orchestrated threat to the flow of the Gulf
oil causing pain to United States and their Arab allies.
Now it would be foolish to counter this escalation with
an escalation that would mean choosing between an
unwise escalation, or a humiliating climb-down.”
The defensive measures would continue to be taken by
the adversaries such as, the US military cyber command
carried-out strike against military computer systems
used by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, to control rocket
and missiles launchers. Any miscalculation in this
explosive situation would blow-up the entire region
into a conflagration of uncontrollable dimensions. For
sure Israel would jump into the foray inviting strong
retaliatory actions by Iran, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and
Yemen. And the weapons of war would be missiles,
rockets, drones and suicide bombers in thousands,
to break the will of the adversary. Israel would be the
main target, whose very existence may be threatened.
Trump appears to take the risk of such an expanded
conflagration that would signal “a catastrophic
situation for the region that may be his long-term
objective.”
The Israeli defense analyst, Uzi Rubin and Eran Etzion,
say Iran has development long range missiles and drones
with precision guidance systems, capable of hitting
strategic targets. Has deployed them close to Israeli
borders and at several places in the Middle East, which
has so fundamentally altered the regions strategic
balance that no nation can take-on Iran, including
the United States” whose eight military base in the
region, are vulnerable. “Hezbollah alone can destroy

October 2019
part of Tel Aviv.” “That’s called a game changer. They
would need only two hundred such systems to stop
Israel’s ability to wage its own war. This is the reason
that Trump now is trying to meet Mr. Rouhani to find
peaceful solution of this complex situation.
Trump best friend Modi would be facing similar
challenges, as well as the Jehadis of the world reachingout in support of the Kashmiri freedom fighters.
Decision will be sought here and not at Washington.
Better sense appears to have prevailed. “US want to
give diplomacy, every chance to succeed” Pompeo.
The days of strategic domination over West Asia are
over. On the other hand, Mr. Rouhani has decided to
attend the General Assembly Session, to unfold his
“Hormuz Peace Endeavor” – (PEACE).” A sagacious
and timely move.
The stark realities of the recent past must be remembered:
•

The Stinger Missiles, in 1987, made the Soviets
pull-out of Afghanistan.

•

The Green Arrow Anti Tank missiles in the hands of
the Bosnian Muslims, in 1995, forced the Serbian
killers retreat.

•

The Free Flight Rockets of Hezbollah in 2007,
forced defeat on Israel.

The Precision Guided Missiles and Drones, now in
the hands of Iran, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and perhaps
the Houtis of Yemen also have changed the strategic
balance of the entire Middle East Region. Pakistan has
clear options of maintaining the Strategic Balance in its
favour, than relying on the atomic prowess.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFENSE
PACTS WITH CHINA
Grounds for a Great War, possibly
a Third World War, are being laid
very systematically, by India,
Israel, and the Western Secular
world. The strategic situation that
has now developed after the brutal
Indian annexation of Kashmir
and the Afghan peace talk failure
Mr. Kunwar
has all the signs to escalate out Muhammad
Dilshad
of all proportions. Pakistan is
being bated and trapped. Pakistan needs to tread the
situation very carefully, because one false step and the
consequences for Pakistan can be horrific.
The geostrategic situation that Pakistan now finds her
in is as follows:
Indian Annexation of Kashmir – Indian blatant
aggression in Kashmir through its illegal annexation are
grounds enough for triggering a full scale war between
India and Pakistan. But who are Indian supporters? It is
quite clear that President Trump and the US probably
gave a green light to India to start this confrontation
that has all the markings to escalate into a catastrophic
war.
Afghan Peace Talks Failure – In the Afghan peace talks,
one can now surmise that the American negotiations
were not sincere at all. The US was buying time to
establish a stronger position in Afghanistan while
it indulged in strategic talks with the Taliban. The
objective was to infiltrate Afghanistan with ISIS, or
Dahesh, or Blackwater, or Boko-Haram proxy armies
(all these outfits are proxy armies of the AngloAmerican-Israeli alliance).
Yemen War Escalation into Saudi Arabia – We are now
told that highly sophisticated drones flew out from
Yemen and destroyed the Saudi Oil fields, causing the
Saudi oil output to drop half of its original capacity.
If this is not a false flag operation, than nothing else
can be. Whom are they fooling? Yemen has no drones
let alone capability to fly 1000km of Saudi territory to
destroy the oil fields.
Israeli Annexation Plan for West Bank – Israel has now
publicly stated for the first time that it plans to annex
the West Bank or parts thereof. That is initial feelers
have been quietly disclosed by Israel, that the time is
7
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not far off when Israel will start its greater Israel plan,
by capturing and annexing additional Arab territories.
American Aircraft Carriers in the Persian Gulf and the
Arabian Sea – Pakistan not only has to contend itself
with the Indian belligerence in Kashmir and the former
LOC, the ISIS-Dahesh-Blackwater proxy armies in
Afghanistan, but also the American aircraft carriers
with hundreds of planes and missiles in and around the
Arabian Sea.
In summary, ground has been systematically laid very
carefully and through great planning by India and the
Anglo-American-Israeli axis how to trap Pakistan from
both the Western border and the Eastern border. Their
initial objective is to defang Pakistan and strip it of
its Nuclear capability. Second objective is to encircle
China by depriving China and Pakistan of CPEC.
Pakistan and China are fully aware, that once Pakistan
loses its nuclear capability, and the CPEC corridor is
eliminated, both India and Israel will play havoc with
the remaining Muslim World. Israel will establish a
greater Israel by destroying any remaining remnants of
the Arabs. And, India will establish its Akhund Bharat
by committing its hegemony and genocide of the
Muslims of South Asia and Central Asia.
In other words, Pakistan must establish defense pacts
with China, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Malaysia, and
Indonesia at the first opportunity before tackling Indian
annexation of Kashmir. Pakistan must imprison and
hang all the internal enemies of Pakistan without any
further delay. In this situation can we handle the serious
security threat around us.
What’s wrong with our establishment and Leadership??
Not only Modi Trump also gave a very clear signal
that they will stand by India and not Pakistan. This
show is not only India against Pakistan it’s Hindu and
Christian’s against Muslim. Look at the way Trump
say Islamic radical terrorist and the sign of relief and
satisfaction on Modi’s face.
After this show if still the country leadership think they
will get any help or support from US against then only
Allah can save us from disaster.
What’s going on Pakistani Establishment what’s our
Narrative.
It’s about time we open our eyes to the engulfing
realities. Indo-US collusion has taken a definite shape
8

while we are failing to even build up on our trusted
relationship with the Chinese. We have let them down
on CPEC and they had to turn towards Iran. Despite
all snubs from the Saudis we keep pestering them for a
free ride on special plane. We are failing to cement our
relationship with Turkey and are constantly ignoring
Iran. We are not using our leverage with regard to the
situation in Afghanistan.
Domestically we are not taking bold steps to revive
our economy and initiate a major program to
generate business activity and expand employment
opportunities. Poverty and desperation in the society
are not just visible but those are evident. On top of that
we are not holding back on alienating the two major
political forces in the country. Besides the political the
social divide is emerging as the biggest threat. Dreams
of national unity and harmony have faded into oblivion.
And lastly poor governance is promising to take us
nowhere.
Introduction
Mr. Kunwar Dilshad is the former Federal Secretary
to the Election Commission of Pakistan and worked
in the constitutional institution for over 30 years.
He is currently the chairperson for the National
Democratic Foundation.
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KASHMIR HEAVEN MADE HELL
BY RSS/MODI
After the debacle of Mughal
Empire in South Asia, the British
became the master of ceremonies in
the Indian sub-continent. In 1846,
the British sold Kashmir to Hindu
Dogra Maharaja, Gulab Singh under
the terms of the Treaty of Amritsar,
whereas Jammu & Kashmir had Mr. Rana Abdul Baqi
predominantly Muslim population.
At the time of partition of India into two dominions
(Pakistan and Bharat), over 95 percent population of
Kashmir valley were Muslims, while the overall Muslim
population in the state of Jammu & Kashmir including
Ladakh was 78 percent. In view of the demographical
majority position of Muslims in Kashmir, the Muslims
were genuinely aspiring to join Pakistan; according to
the terms of reference to the partition plan announced
by British Viceroy Lord Mount Batten in June 1947.
Whereas, Maharaja Hari Singh, the great-grandson of
Maharaja Gulab Singh; in his contention wanted to
keep the state independent. As a matter of fact, the state
of Jammu & Kashmir remained independent for more
than 2 months after India was partitioned on 15 August
1947.
This fact may not be ignored that the geographical area
falling in the new dominion of Pakistan had strong
ties with the state of Jammu & Kashmir from times
immemorial. Kashmir is part of the same Indus basin,
unifying it with Indus River and its tributaries. Kashmir
also became part of Muslim India and remained under
Muslim/Mughal Rule for about 500 years. During
Muslim Rule in India, the major population of Kashmir
accepted Islam as their way of life. Since then and
until Partition of India, peace and tranquility made
the beauty flourished in the state; which transformed
Kashmir valley into a great tourist attraction. Kashmir
was rightly called a Heaven before it was forcefully
occupied by Indian troops on 26 October, 1947.
The main excuse forwarded by Indian authorities for
forcefully occupying Kashmir was that armed tribesmen from Pakistan have entered Kashmir and the
Indian forces were sent to Kashmir on Maharaja’s
request to quell the Muslim insurgency, while not
mentioning anything about the earlier entry of armed

militants of RSS, a secret Hindu terrorist organization
organized in 1925 in India on the dirty philosophy of
Nazism to re-establish the concept of ‘Bharat Mata’ as
designed by Arya Hindu Samaj to particularly absorb
Muslims and Christians in Hinduism forcefully. Hence,
RSS militants calling Kashmir as the body-head
‘Bharat Mata’ joined hands with Maharaja’s Dogra
forces in silencing the Muslim aspirations for Kashmir
accession to Pakistan. Taking into consideration the
large scale killing of Kashmir’s having tribal affinity
with adjoining tribal areas falling in Pakistan, the local
tribes-men had entered Kashmir to save the lives of
Muslims being killed indiscriminately by RSS militants
and the Maharaja’s Dogra Forces.
Subsequently when Indian forces entered Kashmir,
Quaid-i-Azam issued orders to the then Pakistani
Army Chief, Gen Gracey who refused to obey the
order under the advice of the former British Viceroy
Lord Mount Batten then serving as Indian Governor
General. Resultantly, Gen Gracey was removed from
the slot, and later on Pakistani forces also entered
Kashmir to protect the lives and properties of Kashmiri
Muslims. Thus a war like situation surfaced between
the two dominions. India took the matter before United
Nations Security Council which passed a resolution
on 13 August 1948 recommending cease fire and later
on holding a plebiscite to determine the will of the
Kashmiri people whether they want to join Pakistan
or India. Hence UN Resolution was implemented and
a ceasefire was made effective in Jammu & Kashmir
in 1949. However, Indian Prime Minister Nehru, who
wanted to keep Kashmir under the suzerainty of Bharat
refused to hold plebiscite in Kashmir. Former Prime
Minister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto, in her book;
‘Reconciliation’ wrote that after the war in Kashmir
was over, the Indian Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru
backed out of the UN sponsored plebiscite, claiming
that time was not right to hold a plebiscite in the region.
As a matter of fact, Jawahar Lal Nehru wanted the
accession of Jammu & Kashmir to India much before
the partition of India, while Maharaja of Kashmir Hari
Singh and his Prime Minister Ram Chandra Kak wanted
to keep Kashmir as an independent state. On the behest
of Nehru, the fundamentalist Hindu leader Sardar Patel,
then working as Minister of State for Home Affairs in
interim government of Viceroy’s Council, wrote a letter
to Maharaja on 3 July 1947, after the British Viceroy
9
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announced the partition plan (03 June, 1947) for
dividing India into two dominions and transfer power
on 15 August, 1947. Sardar Patel assured Maharaja of
Kashmir for all possible support; demanding accession
of Jammu & Kashmir to Indian Union. A British writer,
Victoria Schofield in her book, ‘Kashmir in Conflict’
has quoted a few examples of Mount Batten-Nehru
complicity in Redcliffe Boundary Commission Award,
in which the former Viceroy clandestinely used his
influence to hand over the Muslim majority Gurdaspur
district to India with the sole motive of giving Indian
dominion, the requisite access to Kashmir. Apparently
this mischief was done by Mount Batten on the
assurance of Jawahar Lal Nehru, the Prime Minister of
Interim Indian government that the slot of first Indian
Governor General, will be given to Lord Mount Batten.
Indian journalist M. J. Akbar wrote that during private
meetings, Nehru persuaded Mount Batten to leave
Gurdaspur Link in Indian hands to reach Kashmir. Sir
Conrad Corfield, British Political Advisor to Viceroy
was not happy the way Mount Batten was making his
secret moves in complicity with Nehru. He alleged that
Mountbatten never listened to him on Kashmir affairs;
any suggestion forwarded by him to Viceroy carried
no weight against the long-standing determination of
Nehru to keep Kashmir in India. Mr. Corfield is learnt
to have suggested that both the dominions may be given
an opportunity to peacefully resolve the accession of
Hindu majority state of Hyderabad having Muslim
ruler with India and Muslim majority state of Jammu
& Kashmir ruled by Hindu Maharaja with Pakistan,
but Mount Batten never paid any heed to him. Lord
Birdwood wrote, had the whole of Gurdaspur district
been awarded to Pakistan, India could certainly never
have fought a war in Kashmir.
British Writer Schofield had rightly referred Mount
Batten’s agenda of Kashmir visit before partition to
fulfill the desire of Nehru in its true perspective i.e., On
18 June (1947) Viceroy flew to Srinagar. He had with
him a long note prepared by Nehru, which on the basis
of Sheikh Abdullah’s popularity in the valley, made out
a strong case for the state’s accession to India. Nehru
also seems to have pointed out the influence which
the Maharaja’s Prime Minister Ram Chandra Kak had
over him for an independent Kashmir. Nehru held Kak
responsible for the Maharaja distancing himself from
National Conference of Sheikh Abdullah as well as
10

Nehru. Subsequently on Mount Batten’s influence, Kak
was reluctantly replaced from the slot by Maharaja
with Nehru’s recommended man Mr. Mahajan, shortly
before temporary accession of Kashmir. Mahajan also
had the tacit support of then RSS Chief Guru-Ji who by
then held an important position in Maharaja’s Court. In
fact, RSS armed volunteers worked hand in glove with
Dogra forces killing Muslims freely all around with the
ostensible purpose of silencing the Muslim opposition
in the larger interest of ‘Bharat Mata’ as well as gaining
influence in the Court of Maharaja and subsequently
pressurized him to sign the interim accession of
Kashmir with India.
Meanwhile, Indian authorities always referred the so
called armed aggression of Pakistani tribes-men into
Kashmir, whereas they never mentioned the dispatch
of RSS armed volunteers to Kashmir with the secret
understanding of Sardar Patel former Indian Home
Minister; for the dual purpose of joining hands with
Dogra Forces for ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri Muslims,
and gaining control of Srinagar and Jammu airports for
facilitating the Indian occupation forces to land their
troops under safe condition. Shri PP Sudarshan, former
RSS Chief (October 2005) has categorically disclosed
in his Vijaydashmi address at ChatishGardh that Shri
Guru-ji late RSS Chief was instrumental in persuading
Maharaja of Kashmir to accede to Bharat Union, when
Pakistani tribe-men started marching into Kashmir. He
also mentioned that RSS volunteers worked day and
night to restore the airports of Srinagar and Jammu
so that Indian troops could land safely. Margrate
Kak, the spouse of Ram Chandra Kak; former PM of
Maharaja who was ousted on the recommendation of
Mount Batten, in a confidential letter addressed to Sir
Stafford Cripps at his London address, had revealed
the mysterious activities of two powerful groups from
India in Maharaja’s Court, one led by a Guru-Ji who
had developed immense influence over the decision
making of Maharaja as his militants were fighting with
Muslims along with Dogra forces. Her letter do indicate
the dirty activities of RSS groups initially working for
the Independence of Kashmir to gain the confidence of
Maharaja and later shifted their loyalties to New Delhi
by pressurizing Maharaja for the temporary accession
of Kashmir with India. In fact, Mount Batten’s earlier
Kashmir visit seems to have been with the ostensible
purpose of preparing the ground to get Kashmir for
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Nehru. Viceroy’s diplomatic efforts to pressurize
Maharaja to enter into stand-still agreements with both
the emerging dominions of India and Pakistan and
replace his Prime Minister R.C. Kak, were only meant
to gain time for Nehru to get Kashmir after the unjust
Redcliffe Award giving Gurdaspur to India which was
surprisingly made public after the partition. Hence after
Kak, the new Prime Minister Mahajan in collaboration
with V.P. Menon, the personal representative of Indian
Prime Minister Nehru, and the RSS chief Guru-Ji did the
job for ‘Bharat Mata’ by ensuring temporary accession
of Kashmir to India and immediately entering Indian
forces in Kashmir.
In fact, the Indian secret terrorist organization RSS
(Rashtaria Swaim Sevaksang), presently working as
militant wing of ruling BJP, with the active support of
Indian Army and other state institutions has, with the
passage of time, built up huge strength of one million
trained volunteers who hold regular training sessions in
the length and breadth of Indian Union. In early 1972,
a prominent Indian political personality late Jayparkash
Narain, who addressed the concluding session of RSS
training camp in Patna observed, “If any institution has
the capacity and capability to bring together Bharat,
Pakistan & Bangladesh for creating Akhand Bharat, it
is only RSS”. Jayparkash, while making this sweeping
statement knew the dirty role played by RSS in Kashmir,
and 1965/1971 wars with Pakistan. RSS also takes the
credit of working with Mukti Bahini in Bangladesh.
This fact may not be ignored that the RSS also opposed
the Congress government in 2005; on the reported 4
point negotiated settlement in Kashmir Valley; initially
suggested by Prof. Joseph E. Schwartzberg who
served as visiting Professor in Jawahar Lal University
New Delhi and later by US Security expert Mr. Rod
Latham and pursued by President Musharraf with some
modifications. The then RSS chief PP Sudhrshan in his
Vijaydashmi address in 2005; claiming considerable
high profile contacts in Indian Army and other important
institutions threatened the Congress government for
dire consequences if the said Kashmir Valley sell-out
is accepted by Man Mohman government. Sudhrshan
revealed to his audience that, besides doing the
national task in Kashmir forcing Maharaja Kashmir to
sign the temporary accession of Kashmir with India,
RSS also gave all out support to Indian Army during
1965 and 1971 wars with Pakistan. Former Pakistan

President Ayub Khan also verified about thousands of
Indian civilian’s interference in East Pakistan during
East Pakistan turmoil. Addressing the participants of
Round Table Conference (March 1969) in Rawalpindi,
in the presence of Sheikh Mujeeb ur Rehman, told
the participants of APC that foreign armed elements
have started interfering in the internal affairs of East
Pakistan as reported by local administration of Khulna/
Navakhali that thousands of Indian armed men (RSS
militants) have been frequently entering border cities
to sell Rifles on cheep rates to motivate local citizens to
rise against the government. Similarly Shudarshan is on
record confirming to his audience that RSS Volunteers
made the Srinagar and Jammu airport workable in
October 1947 to enable the landing of Indian planes
carrying Indian troops possible.
It is pity that Kashmiri Muslims, who have been
forced to live under a cloud of suspicion and prejudice
in their homeland, were treated most inhumanly.
Therefore, to evaluate the meaning of Kashmir Conflict
and subsequent atrocities initially let loose on them
by Maharaja’s Dogra forces joined hands by RSS
militants, and subsequently increased quantitatively
by the Indian Occupation Forces, made the plight of
Kashmiri Muslims as pathetic case study in itself. So
much so that thousands of innocent Kashmiri Muslims
were killed in cold blood and more than 40 thousand
were forced to migrate to adjoining areas of Pakistan
and Azad Kashmir in bad shape. Similarly in 1989,
when Kashmiri Muslims raised voice against Indian
atrocities and for the restoration of their right of self
determination as envisaged in UN Security Council
Resolutions, hundreds and thousands of Kashmiri
Muslims were tortured, and many killed in brutal Indian
Army operations. Kashmir Global Human Rights
Report dateline Srinagar 15 September 2011 wrote:
In Indian held Kashmir; Indian troops killed 92,992
Kashmiris including 6,961 in custody from January 1,
1989 till September 14, 2009. The report said that these
killings rendered 22,703 women widowed and 107,273
children orphan while 9,888 women fell victim to gang
rape and molestation at the hands of Indian troops. In
crackdowns, shelling and other violent acts the Indian
forces destroyed 105,755 shops and residential houses.
The report further indicated that over ten thousand
Kashmiris disappeared in custody, while hundreds of
unnamed graves had been discovered in Indian held
11
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Kashmir without any explanation by security forces.
Human rights activists suspect that these graves could
be of disappeared Kashmiris who were tortured to
death.
In a comprehensive report Asia Watch, an
internationally reputed Human Rights organization has
fully substantiated the grave human rights violations
in Kashmir. The under-mentioned research papers
compiled by Asia Watch Reports, “Kashmir Under
Siege” (May 1991); “The crackdown in Kashmir”,
“Torture of Detainees & Assaults on the Medical
Community” (March 1993); give glimpses of grave
human rights violations in Kashmir. Asia Watch had
assessed: Since January 1990, Jammu and Kashmir has
been the site of brutal conflict between Indian security
forces and armed local Kashmiri insurgents demanding
independence or accession to Pakistan. Whereas Indian
government pursued a policy of repression in Kashmir
which resulted in massive human rights violations
by Indian Army and Paramilitary forces. Throughout
the conflict, the security forces deliberately targeted
civilian targets, assaulted civilians during search
operations, tortured and summarily executed detainees
in custody and murdered civilians in reprisal attacks.
In these situations, the security forces frequently
engaged themselves in collective punishment against
the innocent civilian population, most frequently by
beating or otherwise assaulting residents, and burning
their homes. Rape is used as a mean of targeting women;
in raping them, the security forces made attempts to
punish and humiliate the entire community.
A noted Indian human rights activist and anthropologist,
Dr Anjana Chatterjee, while speaking in a Seminar in
Srinagar opined that 7,000 Kashmiri women have been
gang raped in homes, streets and Army camps by Indian
troops during the reported period. She told the audience
that she would raise the issue in international forums,
as the Indian Army personnel have been disgracing
women as a war weapon to punish Kashmiris for
their demand of right to self determination. Another
Indian civil rights activist, Gautam Naulakha said, he
is ashamed of being an Indian and feel disgraced to
belong to a nation, which is committing war crimes on
Kashmir population to silence their demand of right to
self determination. Victoria Schofield verified in her
book ‘Kashmir in Conflict’ highlighting that Governor
Jagmohan’s return to Kashmir with full control of events
12

in Kashmir January19, 1990 marked the beginning of
a new intensity both in New Delhi’s dealings with the
Kashmiris and their response. The attempt to find a
political solution to Kashmir’s social problem was put
aside in favor of a policy of repression. International
concern over Kashmir reached a high point in February
1994 when ex-Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, who had
returned to office In October 1993, raised the issue in
the United Nations Commission for Human Rights in
Geneva. The situation in Kashmir was intolerable. She
said, despite its repression, India had failed to impose its
will on the indomitable people of Jammu and Kashmir.
Although Pakistan withdrew its resolution, because of
Simla Agreement which binds both the countries to
bilateral solution of Kashmir, however, it gave a clear
picture of grave human rights situation in Kashmir to
the international community.
In view of the aforementioned, it is necessary to glance
through the history of Hindu-Muslim question in the
sub-continent and go into the why of things to find out
the nature of background influences working behind
the deplorable treatment being meted out to Kashmiri
Muslims. There is a need to also look into the nature
of Hindu rigidity making the Kashmir dispute more
complicated, which inter-alia, continued to pollute the
peaceful political atmosphere in the region until to-date.
As a matter of fact, Hindu Aryans duly described in
history as Arya Hindu Samaj were the foremost to enter
the sub-continent as conquerors around 1700 B.C. The
aboriginal population of India called Dravidians, duly
reflected in ancient culture of Harappa and Mohenjo
Daro, could not stand the onslaught of the Aryans.
The Aryans after defeating the Dravidians; continued
pushing the Dravidians population to adjoining deserts,
Jungles and Hills as well as to Southern India. Since
the Aryan social order of Hinduism was based on racial
discrimination and rigidity of cast system which tended
to foster antagonism and estrangement even within
the fold of its classified casts i.e., Brahmans (priests),
the Kushteriyas (warriors), the Vaishyas (traders/
formers) and the servile Dravidian aboriginals who,
after a long process of persecution and hatred were
forcefully absorbed in Hindu Cast System as Shudras
(untouchables).
Historically speaking, the conquest of India was not
confined to Aryans, the Muslims and the British only,
because the Indian sub-continent was invaded over the
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centuries by many foreign invaders and empires. In
the course of history, many foreign invaders including
Greeks, Kushans, Sakas, Huns and others came to
India as conquerors but were assimilated and absorbed
in Hinduism. Prior to Islam, under King Ashoka, the
great grandson of Chandra Gupt Moria, the Budhism
gained momentum and later Jainism also came to fore
with local popular support against the rigid Hindu Cast
system. However, the Brahman hierarchy continued
intriguing and awaiting for an opportunity to launch
crusade against the new cults. Recorded history do
indicate intensive atrocities of Brahman hierarchies
against Buddhism and Jainism, as the notables of these
faiths were given exemplary punishment in front of local
crowds by frying them alive in cauldrons full of boiling
oil. Indian historian Nirad Chaudhry has, however,
described the absorbing capability of Hinduism as
a great achievement to survive through vicissitudes
of history which have destroyed anti-Hindu cultures.
Nirad Chaudhry’s thesis on Hinduism indicates that
the strength and absorbing nature of Hinduism was so
comprehensive that it absorbed all foreign nations who
came to conquer India until Muslims arrived in India.
However, Hinduism could not absorb Islam in its fold,
which endangered the Hindu cast oriented system as
many Hindus converted to Islam. Later during British
rule, many Hindus converted into Christianity. To
counter the move of Islam and Christianity, Hinduism
adopted strict policy of social boycott of all those
Hindus who had forsaken their religion i.e., rigidity
of Hinduism. However, Indian Muslims continue to
figure as number one enemy of RSS who found an
opportunity to organize themselves on the plate form of
RSS in 1925, during British Indian government.
As a matter of fact, the Indian Muslims after ruling the
sub-continent for 800 years; were defeated by emerging
British Empire, the world over. Thus the Aryan Hindu
Samaj found the desired opportunity to cooperate
with British Indian government to take revenge from
Muslims of their 800 years rule in ‘Bharat Mata’.
Resultantly in Hindu majority provinces, HinduMuslim riots surfaced but despite immense pressure,
Muslims remained steadfast and could not be absorbed
in Hinduism. Nirad Chaudhri discussing the 800 years
Muslim Rule in India observed that all invaders were
absorbed in Indian social order, but when the process was
completed, a far more dangerous enemy appeared who

could never be absorbed. The enemy was the Muslim,
who threatened the Hindu way of life in a manner never
seen before. Prof Beni Parsad of Allahabad University
also agreed with Nirad Chaudhri in his research paper
saying that after Islam came to India, it was soon clear
that Hindu culture could not swamp Muslims as it has
swamped the earlier cultures. An example of the said
Hindu psyche could also be witnessed in a speech of
former Prime Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Ghandi,
who after the dismemberment of East Pakistan claimed
that she has taken revenge of one thousand years of
Muslim Rule in India by drowning the two-nation
theory in the Bay of Bengal. Contrary to her claim
Bangladesh has survived in the comity of nations as an
independent Muslim majority democratic state.
The fact remained as it is that Hinduism could not
absorb Islam in its fold, which became the main irritant
of Hindu psyche. The same psyche was witnessed
during an Asia Cup Cricket Match in India when
Kashmiri students cheered the victory of Pakistan, the
RSS spectators subjected them to harsh beating while
they were rusticated from the Indian University and
the local Police registered a case FIR under Treason
Act. Since then, Indian Cricket neither invited Pakistan
Cricket to play in India nor coming to Pakistan to play
cricket. In fact, the Indian military repression increased
in Kashmir after the recent flop visit of PM Narendra
Modi to Kashmir on the eve of election 2019. After the
installation of second Modi government, RSS militants
were given free hand to torture Kashmiri students
on flimsy grounds. Torture and beating Muslims to
death on the so called accusation of being cow eaters
has become order of the day. India also signed Simla
Agreement in July 1972 to resolve the Kashmir issue
through bilateral talks, but since then always back-out
from meaningful dialogue.
Despite the fact that Kashmiri’s uprising of early 90s has
subsided giving way to political struggle, advocating
for the right of self determination and resumption of
democratic civil liberties, but Indian military repressions
continued unabated. Kashmir is the oldest unresolved
issue which figures as the unfinished UN agenda, but
the Indian government always misused the Simla
Agreement for blocking grave human rights violations
in Kashmir in international forums instead resolving
the Kashmir issue. Hence Indian policy of military
repression, rapes of Kashmiri women and children
13
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by Indian military and RSS armed men continued as
a punishment to Kashmiri youth and women folk. In
fact, lot many Kashmiri Muslims and youth were killed
every month making the plight of Kashmiri Muslims
more deplorable. Kashmir was rightly called a Heaven
on Earth before Indians forcefully occupied Kashmir,
however, aforementioned resume do indicate that the
Indian leadership is systematically working to fully
subjugate Kashmiri Muslims through state terrorism
and grave human right violation including rape, torture
and indiscriminate killings with the ostensible purpose
of reducing them to a schedule cast status. Allowing
RSS militants and armed men in the garb of civilian
Kashmiri Pandits, Indian government has already
settled RSS diehards alongside retired military men in
the suburbs of Jammu and Srinagar. It is clear enough
that the deplorable military repression, killing of youth
and atrocities of RSS let loose on Kashmiri civilian
population has turned the Kashmir heaven into hell.
The Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made the
things more vulnerable by scratching Article 370 and
15A from the Indian constitution, thus unilaterally
changing the status of Jammu and Ladhak and giving
all powers of Kashmir Valley to central government’s
nominee, besides dispatching thousands of additional
military men and RSS terrorists, putting the whole
Kashmir Valley under curfew indefinitely.
In view of the aforementioned, the Indian government
also violated the Simla Agreement unilaterally. With
reference to article 1(ii) of Simla Agreement which
says, “That the two countries are resolved to settle
their differences by peaceful means through bilateral
negotiations or by any other peaceful means mutually
agreed upon between them. Pending the final settlement
of any of the problems between the two countries, neither
side shall unilaterally alter the situation and both shall
prevent the organization, assistance or encouragement
of any acts detrimental to the maintenance of peaceful
and harmonious relations”. Article 6 clearly says,
“Both Governments agree that their respective heads
will meet again at a mutually convenient time in the
future and that, in the meanwhile, the representatives
of the two sides will meet to discuss further the
modalities and agreements for the establishment of
durable peace and normalization of relations, including
the question of repatriation of prisoners of war and
civilian internees, a final settlement of Jammu and
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Kashmir and the resumption of diplomatic relations”.
In fact, prisoners of war returned to each other country,
diplomatic and trade relations resumed but India always
avoided meaningful negotiated final settlement of
Jammu and Kashmir since July, 1972 and until to date.
Therefore, India’s unilateral decision to qualitatively
change the situation in Jammu and Kashmir is a grave
violation of Simla Agreement as well. In view of the
aforementioned, the Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran
Khan is left with no other alternative except to refer
the matter to UN Security Council, where the Security
Council Members discussed the Kashmir situation after
50 years. Meanwhile, after fresh Indian troops have
entered occupied Kashmir, Pakistan Army is red alert on
the Line of Control to check any incursion from India,
which may bring the two nuclear nations to terrible war.
Let’s hope for the better from UN Security Council
and the coming session of UN General Assembly to
implement the Security Council resolutions for the
right of self determination to the people of Kashmir. It
would be in the fitness of things if UN should also put
UN peace keeping Force on both sides of the Control
Line until plebiscite is held in Jammu and Kashmir as
per the UN Security Council resolutions.
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CIVIL WAR IN YEMEN
Roots of Conflict
Sectarian and tribal divides in
Yemen had sharpened during
the long rule of President Gen
Ali Abdullah Saleh. Separatist
movement in South Yemen sought
independent country. Saleh unified
the country for the first time as
an independent state in 1990. Brig Asif Haroon Raja
The Houthi movement in North
Yemen, which champions Yemen’s Zaidi Shia Muslim
minority, and backed by Iran, had fought a series of
rebellions against Saleh during his rule. Saleh had
stated that ruling Yemen and its fractious politics was
like dancing on the heads of snakes.
The conflict in north was re-energized in 2004 by the
government’s attempt to arrest Hussein Badreddin alHouthi, a Zaidi religious leader of the Houthis and a
former parliamentarian on whose head the government
had placed a $55,000 bounty. Several military
campaigns by Saleh, with Saudi armed support, failed
to defeat them.
Situation flared up after Arab Spring
Trouble flared up after the onset of the Arab Spring
in 2011. Houthis took control of the northern most
mountains of Yemen around their stronghold of Sadah
Province and neighboring areas in early March 2011.
Pro-democracy protesters took to the streets in a bid
to force President Saleh to end his 33-year rule. He
responded with economic concessions, but refused to
resign. The capital city Sana’a became highly turbulent
owing to clashes between the protestors including tribal
militias and the military. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) led Gulf States prevailed upon reluctant Saleh to
make way for his Vice President Abdu Rabbu Mansour
Al-Hadi, a Sunni southerner.
Saleh who was a Zaidi, didn’t reconcile to his ouster
since he desperately wanted his son Ahmad Saleh,
Commander Republican Guards, to become the
president.
Transfer of Power
Under an internationally-brokered deal, Yemen finally
saw a transfer of power in November 2011 to Hadi,
paving the way for elections on February 21, 2012. Hadi

received 99.2% votes, but Houthi tribe in northeastern
Yemen (9% of total population) boycotted the election,
and the security situation kept deteriorating. Hadi’s
attempts at constitutional and budget reforms sparked
outcry by Houthi rebels.
Fall of Sana’a
With the passage of time, tribal groups in North Yemen
that make up the Houthi Ansarallah movement in which
many are Zaidi Shias gained strength. With active
support of army units loyal to Saleh, those among the
Sunnis disillusioned with the transition as well as Iran,
Houthis managed to capture capital city of Sana’a in
September 2014. They demanded lower fuel prices and
a new government. President Hadi was forced to sign a
power sharing agreement.
Finding faults in the agreement, the Houthis seized
the presidential palace in January 2015 and put Hadi
under house arrest. Hadi managed to flee to Aden next
month. Houthis proceeded to push southwards towards
2nd largest city Aden and next to third largest city of
Taiz in March 2015 other major cities in the south
and southwest. Thereon, the power pendulum swung
in favor of Houthis and strength of Hadi loyalists kept
depleting. Once the pressure of Houthis gathered steam
in Aden, and Hadi sought refuge in KSA in March
2015, Riyadh considered it necessary to save Aden.
KSA Security Threatened
Houthis presented a big threat to the security of KSA and
Holy mosques as well as to the Arabian Peninsula and
backyard of KSA. With Yemen and strategic chokepoint
Bab al- Mandab in its bag, it would have become easier
for Iran to create unrest in KSA, particularly among its
southern regions bordering northern Yemen where the
tribes are affiliated with each other and also the Shia
heavy province in Eastern KSA which had become
restive in 2011 as a result of Arab Spring.
Gain in Yemen strengthened Iran’s arc around KSA
formed by Iran-Iraq-Syria-Hezbollah axis and made its
task of bringing a regime change in Shia heavy Bahrain
easier. Loss of Yemen to Houthis would have established
credentials of Iran as the regional policeman, a role
aspired by KSA.
Explosive situation in Yemen made Arabian Peninsula
vulnerable to exploitation by foreign powers as well as
Al-Qaeda and Islamic State (IS) and thus a threat to the
integrity and sovereignty of KSA.
15
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Joint Arab Force
Arab League gave a go-ahead to the formation of Joint
Arab Force (JAF) and to launch air war against the
Houthis. A coalition of eight Arab States, KSA, Egypt,
Jordan, Sudan, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Kuwait and Morocco was formed. However, the Arabs
knew that air war alone wouldn’t fetch decisive results
and that the Houthis would continue making advances.
KSA’s Expectations
Mindful of the weakness of the Arab militaries, KSA
looked towards Pakistan, Egypt and Turkey to provide
ground forces for the Arab Force to put fear into the
hearts of Houthis and also to deter Iran as well as IS.
It wanted a division size from Pak Army to take on
Houthis directly, PAF to lead the air assault and Pak
Navy to become part of blockade of Gulf of Aden.
KSA expectantly looked towards the two longstanding
allies, Egypt and Pakistan. However, to its utter
disappointment, both refused to provide ground troops
for the war. Pakistan’s parliament unanimously voted
against any participation in the war and option of
neutrality strained Pakistan’s relations with KSA and
UAE. Yemen’s neighbor Oman, also refused to join the
Saudi led coalition.
Egypt’s Role
Gen Fatah al-Sisi who had deposed Muhammad Morsi
and gained power in Egypt in July 2013 as a result of
a military coup expressed keenness to play a lead role
in the war to re-establish its credentials as leader of
the Arab world, which it had lost after signing peace
treaty with Israel in 1979. Sisi was indebted to KSA
for recognizing his regime and providing $10 billion
assistance.
Although Egypt promised to provide substantial air,
naval and land forces, it avoided getting involved in
ground fighting inside Yemen because of its bitter
experience in 1962-70 conflict in which it had lost 24000
soldiers fighting Houthis and KSA was supporting their
opponents. Exhaustion in this prolonged conflict was a
reason behind Egypt’s shocking defeat at the hands of
Israelis in 1967 Arab-Israeli War. KSA also had a rough
experience in its fight with Houthis in 2009 in which it
lost over 300 soldiers in a span of 3 months.
Start of Air War
Failing to get troops from Pakistan, KSA deployed
16

troops along its southern border facing Yemen and on
March 26, 2015, the Saudi-led JAF launched air attacks
against Houthi-Saleh forces at the request of Yemeni
President Hadi, duly legitimized by the UN. Crown
Prince Muhammad bin Salman (MBS) was the chief
mover and was confident that Houthis will be humbled
within months.
All agreed to stem Iran’s interventionist policy in Arab
world and to restore Hadi’s government. The coalition
received logistical and intelligence support including
air refueling from the US, UK and France. The JAF
conducted 19000 raids killing 60,000 people but still
couldn’t pushout Houthis from Sana’a. The air war has
been costing Riyadh $5-6 billion a month.
Arms Supply by Iran. Numerous Iranian weapons
shipments to Houthi rebels were intercepted in the
Gulf of Aden by a Saudi naval blockade in place since
April 2015. In response, Iran stationed three warships
in Gulf of Aden which gave rise to the fear of Yemen
crisis morphing into a bigger conflict. However, covert
assistance had become difficult in the wake of arms
embargo imposed upon Houthis by the UNSC on April
14, 2014 and Russia abstaining from voting.
Coalition Ground Forces. UAE provided largest
contingent of ground troops and have been instrumental
in recapturing lost territories from Houthis. They played
a lead role in the battles of Aden, Taiz and Hodeida.
UAE forces have also successfully protected shipping
routes in Gulf of Aden. UAE military has been training
90,000 Yemeni soldiers and coordinating employment
of 16 Yemeni militias numbering 20,000 men fighting
the Houthis in Hodeida. Saudis have restricted their
effort to air only as well as protection of 1100 miles
border with Yemen.
Houthis Gains
By September 2015, bulk of port city of Aden came
under the control of Houthis. Apart from the battle in
the north, Aden saw intense battle between Yemeni
Army supported by coalition ground troops and Houthis
supported by loyalists of Saleh in Yemen Army and
aided by Iran in the south.
The Houthis took control of Hodeida and captured
75% of the third largest city of Taiz by August 2015.
They were partially pushed back from Taiz in 2018 by
coalition troops.
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The Houthis gained control over bulk of the country and
installed their government under Abdul Malik Houthi.
It was matter of time for the Houthis to dismantle
most positions held by beleaguered Hadi loyalists in
southern Yemen including leftover pockets of Aden
since air attacks had done little to stem their tide. They
were confident that air war will not help the Arabs to
win the war. UN mandated negotiations also suited
them since they were in a position to negotiate from a
stronger wicket. Iran emerged as the chief gainer since
it is the only country which enjoys strong influence
over Houthis.
Counter offensive. Yemeni forces loyal to Hadi helped
by the coalition ground troops led by UAE troops drove
out the Houthis and their allies out of much of Southern
Yemen over the next few months. Hadi set up a
temporary home in Aden but his government struggled
to provide basic services and security to the people
of Aden. A UN effort to broker peace talks between
allied Houthi rebels and the internationally recognized
Yemeni government stalled in the summer of 2016.
Non-state Actors. The turmoil allowed entry to alQaeda in Yemen. It grew in strength and converted
Yemen into its main base for the Arabian Peninsula. Its
fighters were subjected to 250 drone attacks by the US
from Socotra military base. Later on, IS also sneaked in.
Militants from al-Qaeda and the IS took advantage of
the chaos by seizing territory in the south and carrying
out deadly attacks, notably in Aden. Houthis-Hezbollah
ties deepened.
USA’s Involvement. The US combated terrorism in
Yemen in collaboration with the Yemeni government
since the bombing of the USS Cole in 2000. Since
2002, the US carried out airstrikes/ drone attacks
against Al-Qaeda and the IS in Yemen. In 2016, the US
conducted 35 strikes, 130 in 2017 and 36 in 2018. Like
Obama, Trump is also supporting the air war but the
Congress of late is reluctant to vote for new arms sale
to the coalition and so is UK. In October 2018, Mike
Pompeo, and James Mattis, both called for an end to the
fighting and publicly expressed support for peace talks
proposed by the United Nations (UN).
Houthis - Saleh’s Alliance
Nexus of Houthis and the army units loyal to Saleh
neither had the capacity to overpower all regions of
Yemen nor to retaliate against air attacks because of

non-availability of ack ack guns or to mount ground
invasion inside KSA. 3000 miles deep desert stretching
from Yemen-KSA border up to built-up areas in depth
is too formidable to traverse by attackers.
Foreign accounts/assets of Saleh and his son Ahmad
were frozen and ban imposed on their travelling. These
development had to a large extent tilted the scales in
favor of Arab supported Hadi regime in exile. Had the
US decided to target Houthis with drones from Djibouti,
it would have added to their troubles.
In July 2016, the Houthis and the loyalists of former
President Saleh, announced the formation of a “Political
Council” to govern Sana’a and much of northern
Yemen.
In December 2017, Saleh broke with the Houthis and
called for his followers to take up arms against them.
Saleh was killed in the same month and his forces
defeated.
In January 2018, fighting broke out between KSA
backed Yemeni government forces and UAE-backed
separatist Yemeni forces in Aden.
Induction of Missiles. Provision of ballistic missiles
and later on drones to Houthis by Iran and launch
of missiles into cities of KSA including Riyadh in
November 2017 added a new dimension to threat
perception.
Enforcement of Blockade. Missile threat prompted the
Saudi-led coalition to tighten its blockade of Yemen.
The coalition said it wanted to halt the smuggling of
weapons to the rebels by Iran - an accusation Tehran
denied - but the restrictions led to substantial increases
in the prices of food and fuel, pushing more people into
food insecurity.
Battle of Hodeida
On June 13, 2018, 2000 UAE soldiers and others
launched a sweeping ground operation codenamed
Golden Sparrow along the Red Sea coast up to the rebelheld Red Sea city of Hodeida, whose port is the principal
lifeline for almost two thirds of Yemen’s population.
The port city as well as two other ports along the Red
Sea had come under the control of Houthis. Aim was to
cut off supplies to Houthis and force them to negotiate.
After fierce battles, Stockholm agreement led to
ceasefire on December 18th 2018 and entry of the UN
force to separate the two antagonists and supervise
17
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redeployment of the two warring antagonists. Fighting
renewed in May 2019 and both sides continue to violate
ceasefire. Withdrawal has so far not taken place.

controlled seaports. Fuel needed to power generators to
hospitals and pump water to homes has also been
blocked.

Drawdown of UAE troops

Houthi forces have blocked and confiscated food and
medical supplies and denied access to populations in
need. They have imposed heavy restrictions on aid
workers and interfered with aid delivery. Both sides
have recruited boy soldiers as young as 11 years.

Sudden decision of UAE to pullout its forces from
Yemen is bound to change the complexion of the war.
Reportedly, it has already withdrawn 80% of its 5000
troops. It will be a big setback for KSA since for four
years UAE has been the military linchpin of Saudi-led
war and has been lavishly providing soldiers, funds
and weapons and was in the vanguard of ground war.
UAE forces were the only effective check against the
Houthis. Major reason is that it has become too costly;
secondly it has been realized that there is no military
solution to the Yemen crisis. UAE military is confident
that the 90,000 Yemeni soldiers trained by them will be
able to fill the vacuum after their departure.
KSA will now be in the forefront and MBS will be
looking toward Washington for greater military support
in the form of Special Forces, military advisers,
intelligence sharing and drone war. MBS has already
approved bigger presence of US troops at the airbase in
KSA. Houthis on the other hand will get encouraged to
renew fighting in three major cities and capture them.
Human-rights Abuses
The Saudi-led coalition have been targeting Houthi
positions and their military installations including
missiles arsenal. Fighting is going on in 15 of 22
provinces of Yemen. Human and material collateral
damage is increasing with every passing day. Since
2015, Human Rights Watch has documented about
90 apparently unlawful coalition airstrikes, which
have hit homes, markets, hospitals, schools, and
mosques. Coalition has used at least six types of widely
banned cluster munitions produced in Brazil, the US,
and the UK.
The coalition has conducted scores of indiscriminate
and disproportionate airstrikes killing thousands of
civilians and hitting civilian objects in violation of the
laws of war, using munitions sold by the US, UK, and
others, including widely banned cluster munitions.
The Saudi-led coalition’s restrictions on imports
have worsened the dire humanitarian situation. The
coalition has delayed and diverted fuel tankers, closed
critical ports, and stopped goods from entering Houthi18

Houthi forces have used banned antipersonnel
landmines, recruited children, and fired artillery
indiscriminately into cities such as Taiz and Aden, killed
and wounded civilians, took hostages, used torture and
other ill-treatment of detainees and fired 500 missiles
and 150 drone attacks into KSA from Taiz city.
Civilians Worst Affected. The armed conflict in Yemen
has taken a terrible toll on the civilian population.
Civilians are suffering from a lack of basic services,
a spiraling economic crisis, and broken governance,
health, education, and judicial systems.
Human Catastrophe
Parties to the conflict have exacerbated what the
UN has called the world’s largest humanitarian
catastrophe, with 14 million people at risk of starvation
and repeated outbreaks of deadly diseases like cholera.
Famine is knocking at the doors of war-stricken regions.
War is in its 5th year but there are little signs of its
abating. Till June 2019, the death toll reached the
100,000 mark of killed and wounded.
Demand for Ceasefire
Immediate ceasefire was demanded by Iran and Russia.
Ceasefire, or even operational pause would have
been to the advantage of Houthis since they were in
control of bulk of the territory and would have helped
them in receiving military/logistics assistance and to
consolidate their gains. In case of proposed dialogue,
they would have dictated terms of their choice. Houthi
government in Yemen would be pro-Iran and anti-KSA.
These stark realities impelled KSA and its Arab allies
to disagree cessation of air war till Houthis agreed to
surrender arms and re-establish Hadi regime and then
open dialogue.
War a Disaster
The war in Yemen has been a disaster for the US
interests, for Saudi interests, and above all for the
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Yemeni people. It has been a strategic blunder as well.
The conflict continues to take a heavy toll on Yemeni
civilians, making Yemen the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis. The UN estimates that the civilian casualty toll
has exceeded 15,000 killed or injured. Twenty-two
million Yemenis remain in need of assistance, eight
million are at risk of famine, and a cholera outbreak
has affected over one million people. All sides of the
conflict are reported to have violated human rights and
international humanitarian law.
Women in Yemen face severe discrimination in law
and practice. Violence against women in Yemen has
increased—an estimated 3 million women and girls
were at risk of violence by 2018, according to the UN.
Forced marriage rates, including child marriage, have
increased. Yemen has no minimum age of marriage.
They cannot marry without the permission of their
male guardian and do not have equal rights to divorce,
inheritance, or child custody. Lack of legal protection
leaves them exposed to domestic and sexual violence.
War merchants
The US has been a party to the conflict and may be
complicit in coalition attacks in which it took part.
The US has provided in-air refueling and other tactical
support to coalition forces. In November 2018, the US
said it was ending in-air refueling to the coalition. The
UK has provided training and weaponry to members
of the coalition. The US, UK, France, and others have
continued to sell munitions and other arms to KSA and
other coalition states.
Several US and UK lawmakers have challenged their
governments’ continuation of these sales. In last October,
the European Parliament called on EU member states
to suspend weapons sales to KSA due to its conduct
in Yemen, decried coalition war crimes, and called
for sanctions against those responsible for obstructing
humanitarian assistance. Trump has repeatedly vetoed
US Congress legislation designed to curb US supply of
weapons for the Yemen civil war.

certain. Military victory is not possible and political
settlement is the only way out.
While USA must lay its hands off Yemen, JAF should
stop the futile air war, and Iran should stop interfering
in Yemen and should prevail upon Houthis to lay down
arms and opt for negotiations. KSA should be advised to
give peace a chance. Like in Hodeida, the UN must step
in to broker peace in other major cities, and earnestly
work towards a negotiated settlement between the Hadi
regime and the Houthis. The international community
and aid giving agencies should further intensify their
efforts towards rehabilitation of the war affected people
and rebuilding of the war-torn country.

THESE EYES, THESE
BEAUTIFUL EYES
This poem by Mr. Matloob
Bokhari; ‘These Eyes, These
Beautiful Eyes’ was translated
in

Russian

language

by

Emiliya Ahmadova- author of
famous novel Broken Chains.

Mr. Matloob Bokhari

The poem was also read by her in a poetry club
in Moscow

When you looked at me
The fire of your eyes created
Deep waves in the sea of my soul
I am drowning deeper and deeper
In the wide ocean of infinite love
These eyes,these beautiful eyes

Way Forward

Made me see deep in the ocean

There has been enough of bloodshed and most victims
are innocent civilians caught between the crossfire of
two antagonists. Conflict has not made KSA or the
region any safer. Air war has provided justification to
Iran to keep supplying arms to Houthis. One thing is

And imbibe wisdom from the high starry sky
These eyes,these beautiful eyes
Painted kindness on my mind;
And inscribed love on my heart
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SOVEREIGN-WHO
1. General. Surely, epoch of history
can be produced as evidence
to support that growth implied
and meant to look for praising,
highlighting and to glorify the
points of differences. Growth
Bakhtiar
implied defining, describing and
highlighting where people, cultures, ideologies and
economies grew in size and thus their identities
got strengthened; and thus provided for the bases
of divisions and sub-divisions. Thus it started
drawing new boundaries of domains and the levels

into the rule of kings, 625-510 BC, Republican
Rome from 510 to 31 BC and Imperial Rome from
31 BC to 476 AD. See the map there are no names
like Turkey, Germany, Portugal, Belgium, Spain or
France. Then there was famous Thirty Years War
(1618-1648) whole of Europe was under Catholic
Church. Nation states emerged after the Treaty of
Westphalia 1648. The battle to settle the boundaries
of new found states of France and Spain continued
for another nine years. Catalonia was established
with its identity as autonomous political entity
and then went thru different stages of political
growth. However, during the Franco-Spanish War
(1635–1659), Catalonia revolted (1640–1652)
against a large and burdensome presence of the
royal army in its territory, being briefly proclaimed
a republic under French protection. Within a brief
period France took full control of Catalonia, until
it was largely reconquered by the Spanish army.
Under the terms of the Treaty of the Pyrenees
in 1659, the Spanish Crown ceded the northern
parts of Catalonia, to France. Till now the issue of

France

of sovereignty. There were thirteen British colonies
established along the Atlantic Coast, or the East
Coast, also called Eastern Seaboard. “The Thirteen
Colonies … the Thirteen British Colonies or the
Thirteen American Colonies, were a group of British
colonies on the Atlantic coast of America founded
in the 17th and 18th centuries which declared
independence in 1776 and formed the United States
of America.”1 Roman Empire ruled from 625 BC to
476 AD. The rule spread over three-fourth of known
world. This period can be further divided, however,
1.

Catalonia

Spain

https://www.jstor.org/stable/205241?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents, as retrieved on 25 Sep 2019.
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sovereignty simmers on. Kashmir is another similar
point in case. Kashmir was annexed by Sikhs in
1819. Prior to it, the Muslim period extended for
over five centuries. Sikh Empire (1799-1849) was
over after Second Anglo-Sikh War. Kashmir was
created in 1846, after First Anglo-Sikh War. This
was also the beginning of Dogra Raj in Kashmir;
for next hundred years (1947). Who is Sovereign,
who claims sovereignty, and whose claim is right?
2. State and Sovereignty. “The concept of sovereignty
originated with the Peace of Westphalia in 1648”2
Could this be seeds of thinking, when Iqbal said,

With the peace of Westphalia in 1648, governments
ceased to support co-religionists in conflict with
their own states. Recognizing the territorial
jurisdiction of kings and princes entailed following
the policy of non-interference within their claimed
and defined territorial boundaries…giving rise to
the development of secular nation-sates”.3 By the
discipline and teachings of international law, states
are equal and sovereign equalities. This is the basis
upon which the United Nations (UN) operates. I
must list here the elements of sovereign equality
here, as part of International Law. I will ask Him
later, what does He think and what are the elements
of His sovereignty.
a. “States are legally equal.
b. Every state enjoys rights inherent in full
sovereignty.
c. Every state is obliged to respect the fact of the
legal entity of other states.
d. The territorial integrity and political
independence of a state are inviolable.
e. Each state has the right to freely choose and
develop its own political, social, economic, and
cultural systems.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

f. Each state is obliged to carry out its international
obligations fully and conscientiously and to live
in peace with other states.”4
I will conclude this portion by quoting that, Cuis
regio cius religio By Jus Ecclesiasticum. All it meant was
“Whoever governs determine the religion”. It “is a
Latin phrase which literally means ‘whose realm, his
religion’, meaning that the religion of the ruler was
to dictate the religion of those ruled.”5 So my dear
God of heavens this has been the rule, the principle
and the practice for some; and during some periods
of times in your world. One can safely say that it
was European colonialists who founded, developed
this tenant and practiced in America, Africa and
Asia. There was another phrase; Terra Nullius.
Let me quote one explanation of it, “land that is
legally deemed to be unoccupied or uninhabited. In
Australia the question of whether British colonizers
had regarded the continent as terra nullius at the
time of the original settlement…”6 Practically all
it meant, that whosoever could occupy a land and
the people there belonged to him. So His land,
where not contested by any one was the right, legal
property and of course under the sovereign domain
of the one who could conquer it or hold it.
3. Allah-the Sovereign. Now we can turn to Him.
Here are good twenty-nine quotes from His last
book; as to how He describes, defines and explains
His claim, right and implications of His sovereignty;
the Creator of the universe. The translation of each
and every injunction has not been given to save on
length; but divided into eight groups or by subtypes.
It is arbitrary and any learned reader my like to see
the full details and may disagree to the sub-division
given below. The point in focus is ‘Sovereignty’.
The supremacy of a universal rule of values and
every member of His mankind being equal, owner
of His God’s universe to administer His rule as
equitably as possible and making use of His natural
wealth and resources for the benevolence of His
mankind.

Griffiths M and O’Callaghan, International Relations: The Key Concepts, 2nd ed, Taylor and Francis e-Library, London, 2004.
Ibid, pp. 296-297.
Ibid.
https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopedia-of-early-modern-history-online/cuius-regio-eius-religio-SIM_018148,
as retrieved on 22 September 2019
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terra_nullius
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a.

b.

c.
d.

e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Allah unto whom belongth the sovereignty of 2:107
heaven and the earth.
3:189
5:40 & 120
7:158
9:116
24:42
25:2
42:49
….blessed be He unto whom belong the 43:85
sovereignty….
45:27
48:14
57:4-5
85:9
…there are signs of Allah’s sovereignty for 2:164
people who have sense.
3:190
Tokens of His sovereignty for men of
understanding…
Say, O’ Allah owner of sovereignty….
3:26
He is the sovereign ….there is no God save him. 39:6
39:44
Or have they even a share in the sovereignty… 4:53
17:111
….who has no portion in the sovereignty.
Where are those that ye used to make partners 40:73
43:51
(in sovereignty).
…and Pharaoh proclaimed….sovereignty of
Egypt….
Allah is the sovereignty of the heavens and the 5:17-18
earth …and all what is between them.
…He will be the sovereign on the day when 6:73
trumpet is blown
Such is the Allah your Lord. He is the sovereignty 35:13
O Lord forgive me and bestow on me sovereignty 38:35
such shall not belong to any after me….[it was
prayer of Hazrat Suleiman pbuh.
….the sovereign Lord the Holy the Peace the 59:23
keeper of Faith…
Translation by M M Pickthall

4. Conclusion. This was the struggle between Him
and best of His product over the ‘sovereignty’. So,
who is sovereign? He the Creator, the King of all,
the giver of life and rulers of rulers, the one everliving and ever-existing? Wish we, the mankind,
could have a common God the master of the
universe and the unique over-arching authority.
Unfortunately we have none, till now; the 21st
Century. Till 2018 there were about thirty-three
thousand ‘Treaties’ registered with UN. Many of
these, may be some hundreds yet to be ratified by
the supreme legal body/structure of the concerned
governments. CLOS (Convention on Law of Seas)
1982 has yet to be signed by all the countries of the
world, though one of the most widely accepted and
practiced treaty. One God could give us an overarching body, one law-giver, one set of code, one
22

judge, one to evaluate us by one scale and reward
all of us; by our exhibited performance. Within His
scope or boundaries of tenants we could have had
very wide and deep range of law-making by the
legislative of different countries. The governments
could enjoy full freedom to run and further their
cultures, social customs, traditions, tax and revenue
policies and rules of business. They could develop
their traffic rules and all what pleased them in line
of being benevolent to His creatures.
a.
b.

98: 7 (Quran)
(And) lo! those who believe and do good works are the best of
created beings. (Translation by M M Pickthall)
Those who have faith and do righteous deeds, - they are best
of creatures. (Translation by A Yusuf Ali)
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IQBAL’S LAST VISITOR
Sent by Prof. Jalil Aali
In the afternoon I visited the famous poet and
philosopher Sir Muhammad Iqbal. He received me in
bed since he had been ill for some months. He suffered
from asthma and angina pectoris and was nearly blind
as a result of cataract. He thanked me most heartily for
the congratulations which I had sent him on his 60th
birthday in January and was extremely interested in
my recent travels. For hours we discussed philosophy
and art and spoke of the political situation in the world.
The next morning special editions of the papers of India
brought the news of his death on Thursday, 21st April,
early in the morning at 5-30, only a few hours after my
visit. The news papers wrote:
“On Wednesday night Sir Muhammad Iqbal was
very lively and spoke for a long time with Baron von
Veltheim, a German friend. They discussed philosophy
and politics until approximately midnight. After his
German visitor left him he slept until 2 o’clock and was
awakened by pain. He felt his death coming. He dictated
his verses in Persian. His last words were:

“I am a Muslim, I do not fear death,
I shall greet him smilingly”.
Hans-Hasso Von Veltheim-Ostran
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WHAT PTI GOVERNMENT
SHOULD DO
(PART-V OF VI)
National Savings
Make Directorate of National
Savings autonomous
Many years ago, autonomous
status was promised to the
Directorate of National Savings
in the central budget but was
never implemented. It must be
Mr. Muhammad
done right away, turning it into
Abd
al-Hameed (Late)
National Savings Corporation.
The autonomous status will allow the Corporation
to expand its operations rapidly, attract much more
deposits, computerize fully all of its branches and give
much better service.
Credit profit on Savings Schemes directly to bank
accounts
The customers of Saving Schemes have to visit a
Saving Center to withdraw the due profit under various
schemes. The Directorate can save the time and energy
of both the customers and the staff by crediting the
profit directly to the bank accounts of all customer at
the end of every month. The Directorate will have a
huge saving in expenses. The surplus staff may be sent
into the field to get deposits.
Fix profit rates of Behbood Saving Schemes at 15%
Behbood Saving Scheme is for the retired public
servants and senior citizens. It is the safest investment
for them and a reliable source of regular income.
They are not able physically and mentally to do any
business during the last days of their life. Therefore,
the Government should treat their profit as a welfare
measure, not return on investment. The rate of profit
should not belinked with the bank ate, which keeps on
changing. Any reduction in profit affects the retired
and senior citizens very adversely. Therefore, the
Government should fix the profit rate on all deposits in
Behbood Schemes at 15%.
The other investors in Saving Schemes must also
get a better deal. They entrust their savings to the
Government. The Government must honor their trust
and give them a guaranteed profit, of at least 10%, if

not more.
If the Government invests the entire money from
Saving Schemes in projects that give 20% return on
investment, it will not lose anything despite giving
good guaranteed profit to depositors.

Justice
Abolish the summer and winter vacation of courts
The British judges of the courts in India found the heat
of South Asia unbearable and would take a vacation to
relax in their home country. The practice should have
been abolished after Independence but the self-interest
of the judges prevailed. The shifting of the provincial
secretariat to Murree during summer also continued for
some time but soon the practice of British days was
abandoned.
The same should happen in case of High Courts and
the Supreme Court. The vacation in summer and winter
should be abolished. Justice for the people is far more
important than the convenience of judges. However,
individual judges may have a vacation of 15 days at
different times of the year but not at the same time.
Increase the number of judges in all courts
Millions of cases have been pending in lower courts
for decades. The main reason for the delay is the lack
of enough courts. The number of lower courts remains
the same, while the number of cases goes on increasing.
While the disposal of cases remains the same, the
backlog piles up.
Set up a court of a civil-judge-cum-judicial-magistrate
in every Halqa (Union Council) area, covering a
population of about 20,000. The judge will reside within
his jurisdiction, not in any nearby town or city. He will
be provided official residence close to his court. He will
know about the important persons of the area but will
not socialize with them or get favors from them.
A police station must be set up within the jurisdiction of
a court to facilitate investigation and prosecution.
The number of courts should be increased to a level that
is enough to dispose of all pending cases and does not
allow an increase in pending cases. It will be the most
important step in providing prompt justice.
In addition to expanding the number of courts, the
Government should also provide mobile courts so that
cases are investigated on the spot, wherever possible.
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October 2019
The number of judges should be increased also at higher
levels, right up to the Supreme Court. The target should
be prompt justice for all at all times.
Abolish the provisions regarding bail
Bail is always a tortuous process. The police have to
make hectic efforts to arrest an accused or face the wrath
of the media and the bosses. The police are always
afraid that the accused may disappear after getting
a bail, while the court has to be fair to him. It is not
difficult for the accused to jump bail. The loss of a few
lakhs may not matter much for him if he can escape the
law. The process can be simplified by changing the law.
The law may provide that if an accused does not appear
before the police voluntarily for investigation, he will
be presumed to be guilty. Similarly, if he is absent
from the court proceedings without the permission of
the court, he may be declared guilty and sentenced
accordingly. In either case, there will be no appeal to a
higher court. The sentence will be carried whenever he
surrenders or is arrested.
The resources spent on the arrest of an accused at
present will be saved and investigation and prosecution
will not be delayed. Justice will be prompt.
Abolish jail term of fewer than three years for any
offense
Jail rarely reforms a convict. Quite often he comes
out a worse person. During his incarceration, the
family suffering is huge, especially when he is the
only breadwinner. The Government also wastes huge
resources on jails. More often, the number of prisoners
is far more than the capacity of any jail.
In Sharia, there are punishments for all offenses but jail
is not specified for any of them. There were no jails
anywhere in the Muslim world for ordinary criminals.
(There were prisons only for rebels and enemies of the
state.) The jails in South Asia were built by the British,
along with the introduction of jail terms for various
crimes under the Penal Code.
In the interim period, the Penal Code should abolish all
jail sentences of less than three years. (Ultimately, all
jail sentences will be replaced by Sharia punishments.)
Instead, a heavy fine may be imposed on a convict,
keeping in view his financial position. He may be
asked to deposit a specified amount every month in the
account of the victim, or the state. He will feel the pain
24

of punishment, while free to earn his living. If he fails
deliberately to deposit the specified amount on time, he
may be sent to jail. That will be enough threat to keep
him on right track.

Agriculture
Reduce the cost of agricultural inputs
Agriculture provides a quarter of the total national
income. Unfortunately, it is not getting proper attention,
even though the people suffer as a result. The high price
of wheat is just one example.
The Government should abolish all taxes on agricultural
inputs, like fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides. It should
replace all present taxes by 2 percent VAT. The tubewells should get 50 percent subsidy on their electricity
bill. The farmers should be encouraged to replace
electricity-run tubewells with solar tubewells. If they
want, they can retain electricity-run tube wells as
standby. The Government may reduce support price for
wheat after reducing the prices of inputs and electricity
charges.
Plant fruit trees on both banks of canals
We have the longest canal network in the world, with a
length of about 65,000 kms. At present sheesham trees
are planted at various places and are sold as timber
when they are ripe. A far better practice would be to
plant fruit trees on the entire canal network.
The fruit trees may be leased to unemployed youth in
neighboring villages and communities. The Agriculture
Departments will provide plants to allottees and also
guide them in caring for the trees. The allottees will
take care of the trees and sell the fruits. It will be
employment for millions of young people.
Plant fruit trees on both sides of the Railway track
also
Like canals,the Railway has a widespread network all
over the country. Land on the sides of the track may be
used to plant fruit trees. To avoid hindrance with the
train operations, the trees may be planted at the edge
of the Railway land along the track. Specified stretches
may be allotted to unemployed youth of the nearest
community.
Lease barren
cultivation

mountainous

area

for barani

There are vast hilly areas in various parts of the
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country. The Government should demarcate them in
units and lease them to unemployed residents of nearest
communities. At present, the common use is grazing of
goats, sheep, etc. If storage of rainwater is arranged,
cultivation of some crops will be possible. The land
will no longer give a barren look while providing a
living to thousands of young men.
Ban the cultivation of tobacco…
If something is harmful to the society, it must be banned,
irrespective of the financial loss to some. We banned
the sale of opiumafter the Independence, though the
British rulers had allowed it. Later, we also banned
liquor, gambling and horse racing, though they were
sources of revenue to the Government.
Tobacco is also injurious to health. It should not
continue to be planted. The farmers should switch over
to some other crop. After all, the cultivation of opium
was also banned and the farmers adopted alternative
crops.
The farmers may be given advice on alternative crops.
They may be given some time for the change. After
that, crops may be destroyed.
…and the sale of cigarettes
After the cultivation of tobacco is banned completely,
the cigarette manufacturers may be asked to import
tobacco for their use. They may also be asked to export
their entire product. They will have business as usual.
However, it would be preferable if they change their
business.
No sugarcane for sugar mills
Sugarcane is a source of pain as well as some gain. It
is a crop that is not for just one year. Therefore, it has
an attraction for the farmers. However, there are two
major problems.
One, sugarcane needs a large quantity of water. Due
to the scarcity of irrigation water, the crop should be
discouraged. For example, water charges should be
increased so much that the farmers may think twice
before cultivating it.
Second, the sugar mills have never paid the farmers
promptly and in full. Every year the farmers complain
about the outrageous attitude. Since the sugar mill
owners are very influential, the Government does not
punish them.

Third, the mills are the only buyers of sugarcane. So,
they are not afraid that the sugarcane supply will go
elsewhere.
The solution is a ban on the use of sugarcane in sugar
mills. Instead, the mills should import raw sugar and
process it. With mills no longer buying sugarcane, the
farmers will limit their production to personal use. They
will have to switch to cotton, which can be consumed
by textile mills and can also be exported.

Energy
DISCOs should buy electricity directly through
tender
The Government should allow DISCOs (distribution
companies for electricity) to buy electricity directly
from independent power producers. They may issue
tenders every year in June and purchase electricity
at the lowest offered rate. They will pay only for the
electricity supplied to them. That will eliminate the
circular debt, which has been a huge burden.
Turn all DISCOs into public limited companies
All electricity distribution companies should be turned
into public limited companies—with a difference. The
holder of any electrical connections should be treated
as a shareholder. The shares will not be traded on the
stock exchange. The consumers will be the beneficiaries
whether the company reduces expenses or increases
income.
The Government will appoint the chief executive
officer of a DISCO. He will be responsible for reducing
line losses and other expenses to the minimum and
maintain the system at the best possible level. He will
submit the annual report to shareholders and seek their
vote of confidence. If he fails to get 60 percent of the
total votes, the Government will replace him with a
new CEO.
Eliminate all duties and taxes on import of solar
panels
Solar electricity is becoming quite competitive, with
cost per unit coming down to just 3-4 cents. It may
become cheaper than several electricity sources.To
encourage the use of solar panels, all duties and taxes
on them should be abolished so that consumers, farmers
and small businesses use solar energy as far as possible.
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Start work on Iran-Pakistan pipeline
Iran is the nearest supplier of gas and oil, with the
minimum transport cost. It is reported that Iran has
already built the pipeline on its side, while on our
side, the lackeys of the US never had the courage to
complete it. Mere the fear of American annoyance was
enough for the rulers to cause huge national loss. There
are no UN sanctions that may not allow us to complete
the pipeline. The Government may go ahead and start
building the missing part of the pipeline. The contract
may be given to China to make it difficult for America
to object.
An innovative way to privatize DISCOs
The privatization of electricity distribution companies
(DISCOs) involves some basic questions. The answers
to these questions will lead to an alternative proposal
that will be quite innovative, will expedite the process of
privatization, and start bringing in benefits immediately.
Some basic questions are:
a. Why does the Government want to privatize
DISCOs in the first place?
b. Why should a foreign or local “strategic investor”
be sought, and that too for not more than 26%?
Some related questions are:
i. What will be the buyer’s interest and objective?
ii. What will be the likely consequences of his
take-over?
iii. What will be its impact on the electricity users?
Let us take up the questions one by one and try to find
their answers.
The objectives of privatization: The main objective
is to make the DISCOs efficient companies so that
they can not only meet the electricity needs but also
make the required investment on their own. Autonomy
to the managers of DISCOs under the present system
cannot solve the problems because a bureaucratic
set-up cannot be turned into an efficient organization
simply by giving it autonomy. Habits and culture of
bureaucrats may not change even after they are told that
they are now “autonomous” in their working, just as an
elephant in the zoo will not walk away as a free animal
even after its shackles are removed.
The consequences of hand-over to a foreigner buyer:
What will be the consequences if 26 percent shares
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are sold to a foreign strategic buyer and, at the same
time, management is handed over to him? Obviously,
the strategic investor will be primarily interested in
making as much money as he can and in as short a
period as possible. It is as simple as that. The interests
of the customers will not be their his concern. As a case
in point, the privatization of Karachi Electric Supply
Company (KESCO) was a disaster that caused great
hardship to customers and highlighted the harm that
foreign investors may cause.
Savings not to be passed on to users: Foreign buyer
will make strenuous efforts to improve operational
efficiency. He will not hesitate even in downsizing the
present personnel as much as he can to get maximum
output per employee. He will also reduce expenses to
the barest minimum level.
The improvements, however, will be entirely in his
own interest. He will be extremely reluctant to pass on
the benefits of efficiency and savings to consumers. The
Government will be hardly able to force him to reduce
rates and charges in the interest of consumers.
Higher rates for electricity: Foreign buyer will do his
best to charge as much as possible in order to maximize
profit. If a buyer is from a country, which is a big world
power, he will not hesitate in using his government’s
influence. (What the international investors in
independent power projects have been doing indicates
what may well happen.) Our Government will not be
able to resist the pressures. The increases in electricity
rates in recent years provide a good example of the
shape of things to come.
No new assets: Foreign buyer will not be interested
in making any investment that is not recovered with
maximum profit. (The present management of KESCO
failed to honor its commitments regarding investment.)
It takes years to expand infrastructures, such as the
construction of new transmission lines and replacement
of present ones. It will not be in a foreign buyer’s
interest to make long-term investments if returns are
not to come soon. If he finds that he can no longer
make as much money as he did in the beginning, he
will look for more profitable opportunities elsewhere in
the world. All that he will have to do will be to sell his
shares to some interested party or unload them at the
domestic stock exchanges. In other words, he will take
his money and run.
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Little interest: The reasons are not hard to find why
foreign strategic investors may not be coming forth
soon.
a. A proper and comprehensive evaluation of the
assets and liabilities of DISCOSs is not available.
b. There are huge liabilities in the form of outstanding
dues that DISCOs have been unable to recover from
influential defaulters.
c. There are far too many employees to run the
operations efficiently and economically.
d. The prospects for profitability are not rosy at present
due to the high cost of electricity.
The needs of the people: The consumers want basic
improvements in the services immediately:
a. They expect better efficiency and service after the
DISCOS are in private hands. And they want the
savings in costs (most, if not all) to be passed on to
them in the form of lower rates and charges.
b. They want increase in electric supply to meet fully
present and future needs.
c. They want improvement and expansion in the
network so that connections are available also in
all villages, even if service in some areas has to be
subsidized.
A foreign buyer will be hardly inclined to “waste”
his money on doing any of these things if he does
not himself get a major benefit. Nor will he feel any
compulsion to do so.
Local buyers as an alternative: Local strategic buyers,
if available, may have the same thinking as foreigners
and try to make as much money as they can. However,
they live in this country and cannot afford to annoy the
people and the Government beyond a certain limit. They
may also be expected to have some consideration of
national interest. Therefore, they would be preferable to
foreigners. However, the purchase of even the specified
minimum ratio (26%) of shares of a DISCO, not to
speak of all, will require a sum that a local investor
may not have.
The local investors can, however, do it collectively if
they agree to join hands in taking over DISCOs, hire
professional management, and do not allow any one of
them to dominate. This will be a tall order.
The third alternative: When selling to a foreign buyer

is not in the national interest and local counterparts are
not available, what should be the way out? Go to the
people, as the wise men say. At present, the DISCOs
have over 20 million customers in total. Why not offer
the shares to all of them?
The chief executive of every DISCO will issue a share
to every connection holder in his area (for Rs 10 or 100)
and include the amount in the next month’s electricity
bill. There will be no need for a share certificate. The
DISCO records will show that every consumer is a
shareholder and a customer will have the electricity bill
as proof. To sell shares, a DISCO will send a letter to
all of its customers. The letter will bear the customer’s
name, address and other identifying information, as
it appears on the monthly bill, and will be attached to
the bill. Thus, the offer letter will be delivered to every
customer along with the bill.
At the bottom of the letter will be a form in which the
subscriber will fill in that he wants to buy one share
and enter the amount that he will pay. Then he will fold
the self-addressed, postage paid letter and mail it. The
DISCO will enter the payment in the next month’s bill
and confirm the sale of a share.
The DISCO will deposit the total amount collected
through the sale of shares in the Government account
with the State Bank towards the retirement of public
debts because that is the primary objectives of the
privatization.
A DISCO will also offer its share to every new customer
on approval of his new connection. As a result, the
paid-up capital of every DISCO will continue to grow
while simultaneously it will get additional interest-free
funds from the Government to finance expansion and
modernization.
No premium on shares: The shares will be sold at face
value and no premium will be charged. The reasoning
is simple. The people own DISCOs, while the
Government is only a representative of the people or an
attorney, so to speak, not the real owner. Therefore, the
Government, being only a manager of DISCOs, cannot
ask the people – the real owners – to pay any premium
on shares.
Direct sale and purchase: The sale and purchase
of shares will be directly between a DISCO and its
customers. If a customer wants to sell his share, he will
surrender his allotment letter against a receipt at the
27
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nearest DISCO revenue office or service center. The
revenue office of the area, which issues monthly bills
to the customers, will immediately give credit to the
subscriber’s account for the value of the surrendered
share while sending the allotment letter to the DISCO
head office for cancellation of the share. The credit
amount will then be adjusted in the monthly bill of the
customer.
This arrangement will have a great benefit. The customer
will get his payment for the share while the DISCO will
not have to strain its cash reserves. No dividend will be
paid on shares so that the profit is reinvested to improve
operations and services.
Management: The Government will nominate the
Chief Executive of a DISCO. He will be required to
submit to the shareholders his plan for improvement in
operations and services.
At the end of every quarter, the Chief Executive will
submit his progress report, comparing achievements
with his target, in a letter that will be attached with
the next month’s bill of every customer. At the end of
every 12 months, the Chief Executive will seek a vote
of confidence of at least two-thirds of the shareholders.
He may continue in office as long as he gets a vote of
confidence every year. It will always keep him on his
toes.
There will be no need for a Board of Directors as they
turn out to be mostly parasites. (The Boards of Directors
did little to stop the rot in PIA, Pakistan Steel, and other
public sector organizations). However, the Government
will define precisely the powers of the Chief Executive.
In all major matters, he will seek the approval of
customers through a referendum.
Benefits of being a customer as well as a shareholder:
A DISCO’s customers will benefit in several ways as its
shareholders:
•

The entire profit that accrues to their DISCO will
be reinvested.

•

They will get the benefit in both ways:
i. higher profit due to efficiency in operations and
reduction in expenditure and
ii. better services
infrastructure.

•

due

to

investment

in

The ordinary operations and services will improve
tremendously as the Chief Executive will keep the
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employees on their toes in removing complaints
and problems. (Poor service will not get him the
vote of confidence next year.)
Main benefits: The implementation of this proposal
will have the following main benefits:
a. The process of privatization can be started
immediately.
b. The privatization will be done on “as is” basis,
without any need for any detailed studies or
restructure.
c. In a unique situation, the shareholders will also be
the customers of the DISCOs and will be the direct
beneficiaries of both lower costs and higher profits.
d. Every DISCO will have the widest possible
ownership base. No individual or group will become
the majority shareholder. (In case of KESCO, we
know what may happen if it occurs). As a result,
there will be no pressures to increase profits at the
cost of the customers.
e. The capital base of the DISCO will continue to
expand, allowing it to have interest-free funds to
invest in the expansion of its infrastructure. In other
words, the expansion and its financing will occur
simultaneously.
f. Despite the huge volume of the DISCO shares,
there will be no volatile effect on the stock exchange
because the shares will not be available there and
will be sold and purchased directly by the DISCOs.
g. With the entire management being Pakistani, the
security and protection of national interests will be
ensured.
How to reduce the cost of electricity
The DISCOs, as buyers, will decide how much to pay
for electricity, not the producers determining its price.
In other words, DISCOs will decide what price to pay
for electricity and to get supplies from which producers.
On the purchase side will be DISCOs: (Hyderabad,
Quetta, Multan, Lahore, Gujranwala, Faisalabad,
Islamabad, and Peshawar.) Add to them Karachi
Electricity Supply Company, which may be asked to
sell all its shares to its customers.
On the supply side will be: hydel power producer
(WAPDA), nuclear power plants, private power
producers, others. New power producers will emerge,
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with their own financial resources.
PEPCO will be disbanded because central control of
purchase and distribution of electricity will no longer
be required. As a result, its agreements with power
producers will be cancelled. (It will not be legally
possible to impose present agreements on privatized
DISCOs, which will now be public limited companies,
owned by its customers.) NEPRA will also be abolished
because it will no longer be able to impose its prices on
DISCOs.
Consequently, power producers, both public and private,
will have to negotiate directly with DISCOs and offer
the lowest possible prices. DISCOs will not sign longterm agreements because they will always switch to
new producers that offer lower prices. Thus, the present
producers will have to decrease their costs all the time so
that they remain competitive. As lower prices become
available, the expensive power producers will go out
of business. National Transmission Dispatch Company
will continue to get power from producers and transmit
to DISCOs, in accordance with the agreements between
the sellers and buyers.

Power theft through various means will become
impossible. If it occurs, the field staff will face the
wrath of the boss as well as the customers. Default in
payments of bills, even by the powerful and government
departments, will also not be tolerated. A DISCO will
not have any reason not to recover payments, as it will
not be under any political pressure. It will be answerable
to its customers, not any government authority.
Conclusion: The privatization in the past has been
more beneficial to investors than the people, who are
the real owners. The proposed method will give all
benefits to the people, who will be consumers as well
as shareholders. The method of privatization will be a
new model for other public sector enterprises as well as
for other countries.

DEPRESSION
Depression is wide spreading
disease. It will be the most

Not subject to NEPRA decisions, the power producers
will offer the lowest prices to DISCOs. Hydel, wind,
solar, and other alternative energy sources will flourish.
The power plants running on very expensive furnace
oil and scarce natural gas will seek cheaper energy or
will have to be shut down. Chief executives of DISCOs,
being answerable to customers-shareholders, will dare
not accept higher prices from any supplier at the cost of
lower prices available from others.

killing

Every DISCO will issue tenders at the end of every
financial year. The suppliers will offer electricity at
their lowest prices. The buyers will select suppliers
and place orders with them, depending on price,
convenience, and other factors. All power producers
will supply electricity at the lowest price offered in a
tender. A DISCO may persuade power producers to set
up generation plants in its areas on mutually agreed
terms.

physical from psychological. In this new series

Line losses: A major cause of financial difficulties
of DISCOs is line losses. The Chief Executive will
formulate targets for reducing line losses to the absolute
minimum. He will ensure that his field staff meets the
quarterly targets, as he will face a vote of confidence
after 12 months.

disease

by

2050.

According to human rights
commission

1338

people

committed suicide in just
2018.

Other

psychological

Ms. Samia Shah

issues are called disorders while depression is
addressed as disease not disorder as it turns to be
about self-treatment of depression, we are going
to start our discussion from symptoms. It becomes
hard for a person in depression to perform daily
routine chores, even those they enjoyed before.
They lose or have more attraction towards opposite
sex. Their sleep cycle disturb by adding up more
or less hours even to stage of insomnia. They start
putting on weight by 5% every two months or drops
the same amount.
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THE WESTERN ALLIANCE IS
FALLING APART
By Peter Koenig
August 02, 2019 “Information Selected and Sent by
Clearing House” - Ever since Imran
Khan became the 22nd Prime
Minister of Pakistan in August
2018, the winds have changed.
While his predecessors, though
generally leaning eastwards, have
often wavered between the US
and the China orbit, Khan is in Lt Gen Ayaz Ahmed
the process of clearly defining his
alliances with the east, in particular China. This is for
the good of his country, for the good of the Middle East,
and eventually for the good of the world.
A few days ago, RT reported that China, in addition to
the expansion of the new port in Gwadar, Balochistan,
has entered agreements with Pakistan to build a military/
air base in Pakistan, a new Chinese city for some half
a million people, as well as several road and railway
improvement projects, including a highway connecting
the cities of Karachi and Lahore, reconstruction of
the Karakoram Highway, linking Hasan Abdal to the
Chinese border, as well as upgrading the KarachiPeshwar main railway to be completed by the end of
2019, for trains to travel up to 160km / hour.
This rehabilitation of dilapidated Pakistani
transportation infrastructure is not only expected to
contribute between 2% and 3% of Pakistan’s future
GDP, but it offers also another outlet for Iranian gas /
hydrocarbons, other than through the Strait of Hurmuz
– for example, by rail to the new port of Gwadar which,
by the way, is also a new Chinese naval base. From
Gwadar Iranian hydrocarbon cargos can be shipped
everywhere, including to China, Africa and India.
With the new China-built transportation infrastructure
Iranian gas can also be shipped overland to China.
In fact, these infrastructure developments, plus several
electric power production projects, still mostly fed
by fossil fuel, to resolve Pakistani’s chronic energy
shortage, are part of the Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), also, called the New Silk Road. They
are a central part of the new so-called China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) which was first designed
in 2015 during a visit by China’s President Xi Jinping,
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when some 51 Memorandums of Understanding (MoU)
worth then some US$ 46 billion were signed. Pakistan
is definitely out of the US orbit.
Today, in the CPEC implementation phase, the
projects planned or under construction are estimated
at over US$ 60 billion. An estimated 80% are direct
investments with considerable Pakistani participation
and 20% Chinese concessionary debt. Clearly, Pakistan
has become a staunch ally of China – and this to the
detriment of the US role in the Middle East.
Washington’s wannabe hegemony over the Middle
East is fading rapidly. See also Michel Chossudovsky’s
detailed analysis “US Foreign Policy in Shambles:
NATO and the Middle East. How Do You Wage War
Without Allies?”.
A few days ago, Germany has refused Washington’s
request to take part in a US-led maritime mission in
the Strait of Hormuz, under the pretext to secure
hydrocarbon shipments through this Iran-controlled
narrow water way. In reality it is more like a new
weaponizing of waterways, by controlling who ships
what to whom – and applying “sanctions” by blocking
or outright pirating of tankers destined for western
‘enemy’ territories.
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas announced last
Wednesday in Warsaw, Poland, that there “cannot be
a military solution” to the current crisis in the Persian
Gulf and that Berlin will turn down Washington’s
request to join the US, British and French operation
“aimed at protecting sea traffic in the Strait of Hormuz,
and combating so-called “Iranian aggression.”
This idea of the Washington war hawks was conceived
after Iran’s totally legal seizure of the British-flagged
Stena Impero oil tanker, after it rammed an Iranian
fishing boat a couple of weeks ago. However, nothing
is said about the totally illegal and US-ordered British
piracy of the Iranian super tanker Grace I off the coast
of Gibraltar in Spanish waters (another infraction of
international law), weeks earlier. While Grace I’s crew
in the meantime has been released, the tanker is still
under British capture, but western media remain silent
about it, but lambast Iran for seizing a British tanker in
the Strait of Hormuz.
Germany remains committed to the 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action – JCPOA (the Iran
nuclear deal), from which the United States unilaterally
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withdrew a year ago, and Germany will therefore not
intervene on behalf of the US.
Add to this Turkey – a key NATO member both for
her strategic location and NATO’s actual military might
established in Turkey – moving ever closer to the east,
and becoming a solid ally of Russia, after having
ignored Washington’s warnings against Turkey’s
purchasing of Russian S-400 cutting-edge air defense
systems. For “sleeping with the enemy” – i.e. moving
ever closer to Russia, the US has already punished
Turkey’s economy by manipulating her currency to fall
by about 40% since the beginning of 2018. Turkey is
also a candidate to become a member of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), and so is Iran.
Turkey has become a de facto lame duck as a NATO
member and may soon officially exit NATO which
would be a tremendous blow to the North Atlantic
Alliance – and may tempt other European NATO
nations to do likewise. Probably not overnight, but the
idea of an ever more defunct NATO is planted.
All indications are that the future, economically
and security wise – is in the East. Even Europe may
eventually ‘dare’ making the jump towards better
relations with primarily Russia and Central Asia and
eventually with China.
And that especially if and when Brexit happens – which
is by no means a sure thing. Just in case, the UK has
already prepared bilateral trade relations with China,
ready to be signed – if and when – the UK exits the EU.
Will the UK, another staunch US ally, jump ship? –
Unlikely. But dancing on two weddings simultaneously
is a customary Anglo-Saxon game plan. The Brits must
have learned it from their masters in Washington, who
in turn took the lessons from the Brits as colonial power
for centuries, across the Atlantic.
Western, US-led war on Iran is therefore unlikely. There
is too much at stake, and especially, there are no longer
any reliable allies in the region. Remember, allies –
shall we call them puppets or peons, are normally doing
the dirty work for Washington.
So, threatening, warning and annoying provocations
by the US with some of its lasting western allies may
continue for a while. It makes for good propaganda.
After all, packing up and going home is not exactly
Uncle Sam’s forte. The western alliance is no longer
what it used to be. In fact, it is in shambles. And Iran

knows it.
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FANATICISM
All nations accuse us of fanaticism. I admit the
charge – I go further and say that we are justified
in our fanaticism. Translated in the language of
biology fanaticism is nothing but the principle of
individuation working in the case of group. In this
sense all forms of life are more or less fanatical
and ought to be so if they care for their collective
life. And as a matter of fact all nations are
fanatical. Criticise an Englishman’s religion, he is
immovable; but criticise his civilisation, his country
or the behaviour of his nation in any sphere of
activity and you will bring out his innate fanaticism.
The reason is that his nationality does not depend
on religion; it has a geographical basis – his
country. His fanaticism then is justly roused when
you criticise his country. Our position, however,
is fundamentally different. With us nationality is a
pure idea; it has no material basis. Our only rallying
point is a sort of mental agreement in a certain view
of the world. If then our fanaticism is roused when
our religion is criticised, I think we are as much
justified in our fanaticism as an Englishman is when
his civilisation is denounced. The feeling in both
cases is the same though associated with different
objects. Fanaticism is patriotism for religion;
patriotism, fanaticism for country.
Stray Reflections - Allama Iqbal
April, 1910
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WAGING WAR AGAINST INDIA
An international wave of
patriotism rose among Pakistanis
around the globe after India
revoked the special rights of
Kashmir. In nearly fifty years
Pakistan has never been on such
strong diplomatic ground as we
are right now. Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s speech at the
Mr. Fahad Shah
UNGA on 27th September and
his meetings around the sidelines of UNGA were a
success. Also the Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs
Shah Mehmood Qureshi met with other Foreign
Ministers from different parts of the world. By the
efforts of the Government of Pakistan somehow UN
Security Council agreed to talk about Kashmir issue
in the special emergency meeting and after the speech
of Imran Khan at UNGA the dynamics of International
relations has changed. Without a shadow of a doubt
our present Prime Minister has emerged as a true
representative of the Muslim Ummah. The diplomatic
efforts of Pakistan has left India on a very thin ground
and also showed the Pakistani nation who is who.
What were we doing for Kashmir till now?
Kashmir issue is not new and neither the innocent
killings but I never heard any political government
doing any effort or raising any voice at all to make the
world recognize or realize the Kashmir issue. Kashmir
is a Muslim majority area and was supposed to be the
part of Pakistan. Now consider, if you stop talking
about your issue, do you expect the world to mediate in
the resolution? In this modern world we are living with
many armed conflicts around the globe so did we expect
the world to remember that innocent Kashmiri’s were
being butchered and young girls and boys are being
raped and molested? My point is; Kashmir was, and
Kashmir is our issue and it was our responsibility. I am
not sure if our governments chose not to fight the case
of Kashmir or were being too busy with other much
important developing projects like dams or combating
energy crisis or controlling the fiscal deficit which also
never saw the reality or perhaps just wasting our time
and taxpayers money.
Geography or Innocent lives?
At the time of partition Gulab Singh was involved
in the massacre of Muslims in the valley which
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means Kashmir was being forced to be in the hands
of Indian administration. It’s important to understand
that Kashmir’s but not the occupied rulers of the
area had the right to choose India or Pakistan and
this thought was also supported by Mahatma Gandhi
and the person who murdered Mahatma Gandhi was
from the same Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh group
commonly known as RSS. There are unconfirmed
reports that RSS members are also present in Kashmir
in addition to the Indian military. In my perspective the
issue should not be about the geographical area but the
lives of innocent people living in that area and their
rights. According to Amnesty International since 1990
“the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has denied, or kept
pending, all applications seeking sanction to prosecute
army personnel for alleged human rights violations in
civilian courts” and we all know what nature of crimes
have been committed by the Indian Military. On the
moral and ethical grounds how it is possible to defend
internationally that you are killing, butchering and
raping the innocent people.
Numbers game of Indian Military:
According to data compiled by the Ministry of Defense
India one person on duty from the armed forces of India
commits a suicide every third day. From 1st January
2014 to March 31st 2017 about 348 soldiers committed
suicide out of which 276 were from Army. Majority
of the suicide cases come from the region of occupied
Kashmir. A survey was carried out by Institute for
Defence Studies and Analysis IDSA “Building Army’s
Human Resources for Sub-Conventional Warfare” in
which the sample size was 1084 military personnel. The
response to few of the question is worth-mentioning
for example 77% of the people joined military to
earn livelihood or for pension benefits and only 23%
expressed that they joined to serve the motherland or
for the honor of serving the nation. 64% expressed their
ignorance about the legalities involved in CI (Counter
insurgency) operations. 93% respondents admitted that
the briefing on terrain, militants, causes of insurgency
and local population on induction could be improved.
67% troops said that they get pushed beyond endurance
by glory seeking superiors. 76% felt that they were not
adequately briefed and prepared before operations. The
most astonishing one is the feedback of the question
about the identification of the militants and 91% of the
troops responded with the identification of the militants
being very difficult and 67% officers responded with
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same answer.
INS Arihant is the Indian’s first operational nuclear
ballistic missile submarine and that submarine got
grounded for about a year because someone left the
hatch open and the 2.9 billion dollar submarine was
nearly drowned. In 2014 Indian naval chief DK Joshi
had to resign from his position because of the back
to back accidents that took place in the Indian Navy.
NDTV issued a sheet of 10 mishaps of Indian Navy in
7 months.
On 20th August Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa said that
“No one even drive cars that old” in response to the MiG
fighters planes that IAF is still using. The most fun fact
about the IAF is that around 26 jets got crashed in last
5 years which is actually more than a squadron alone.
Also note that 6 helicopters, 9 trainers and 3 transport
aircrafts also crashed. These figures were presented by
the ministry itself in the parliament. Other than this it
took several months to identify that the helicopter that
was shot down this year was actually due to a friendly
fire. IAF held guilty 5 officers which include 1 group
captain, 2 wing commanders and 2 flight lieutenants.
Reviewing the statistical figures, now India has
taken several steps of buying high-end weaponry for
example Rafale aircrafts. Rafale is the 4.5 generation
twin engine multirole aircraft. It has SPECTRA (SelfProtection Equipment to Counter Threats for RAFALE
Aircraft) which is a integrated electronic warfare suite
which provides long-range detection, identification and
accurate localisation of infrared, electromagnetic and
laser threats. This system incorporates, radar warning,
laser warning and missile warning receivers for threat
detection plus a phased array radar jammer and a decoy
dispenser for threat countering. The importance of the
SPECTRA can be explained by fact that it amounts
about 30% of the total cost of the aircraft. Whereas
Pakistan has F-16 and JF-17 thunders. In comparison
with Rafale, JF17 block III is believed to be a 4.5
generation aircraft with helmet-mounted sight (HMS)
and active electronically scanned array (AESA) but not
considered a match with Rafael.
After the upgrades that the Indian Armed Forces are
going to enjoy with new toys from other manufactures
keeping in mind the habit and frequency of accidents
such as almost sinking a billion dollar nuclear submarine
coupled with the extremely low morale of the soldiers’
does the Indian decision makers believe that they can
win a conventional war with Pakistan just because of

the numbers? Pakistan has superior ballistic missile
system, much faster, efficient and effective tanks. There
is always a man behind the gun that is important and
our military has high morale that does not fear to die
for the mother land not like those in Indian military. We
have the capability of piercing through the thick human
line of defence.
Raging war a feasible option or not?
A general thought in the minds of people is that Pakistan
can take back Kashmir by just attacking or entering
the forces in occupied Kashmir. The main causes of
this belief are the successful operations carried out in
North by our armed forces. The fact of the matter is that
Kashmir is different than North Waziristan. Al jazeera
reported on 5th of August, 2019 that in Kashmir India
has deployed nearly seven hundred thousand troops
which is a huge number. If Pakistan enters military in
the occupied Kashmir then we need to understand that
it’s a residential area and finding a clear military target
or enemy will be a nightmare. You can’t make a public
announcement asking people to get to the designated
marker and evacuate your homes because we are going
to have a war as usually done. You can evacuate the
Pakistan administered area of Kashmir and defend your
borders if India carry out any operation but you can’t
do that in the occupied region and India will also not
evacuate the occupied Kashmir because this goes in
their advantage. In any military step collateral damage
will be inevitable. So the answer to our general belief
that Pakistan can take back the occupied region of
Kashmir by using military is a big NO.
Nuclear or Diplomatic solution?
Both Pakistan and India knows that a conventional
war is not the right option to choose but when both
countries possess the nuclear capabilities and people
as irresponsible as the defence minister of India who
threatens Pakistan of using nuclear option, it is important
for the world to understand the gravity of the situation.
If any country uses nuclear weapons it will not only
destroy the whole region but will grip the whole world.
So if not for the human rights violation then for the
sake of their own safety the international community
should stand up to resolve this issue in a peaceful
manner. The only option that Pakistan has right now is
the diplomatic solution and the only ground to fight the
war is the diplomatic ground. Pakistan has also decided
to take the case of Kashmir to the International Court
of Justice which is a very good move. All political
33

October 2019
parties should support the government rather spitting
poison over media. Rahul Gandhi recently attempted
to visit the occupied Kashmir and he was not allowed
by the Modi government. The congress is also building
pressure on the ruling party. The Sikh community of
India has also raised their voice in favor of Kashmir.
If we can pull this out correctly and manage to put
extreme International diplomatic and internal pressure
on India only then can we force them to withdraw its
forces from the occupied valley.
After the recent successful diplomatic win of Pakistan
over India, Pakistan is set to face many internal
challenges. Fazal-ur-Rehman is ready for the protest
against the government with the support of other
political parties. It is very sad to say that in this sensitive
time when Pakistan is facing so many challenges rather
helping the government for the betterment of the
country these politicians are acting against the state.
We as a nation need to realize that Pakistan comes first,
not the politics or power. At this moment the faces of
friends and foe of Pakistan are very clear, it’s just a
matter of thinking rationally to identify our enemies.
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LETTER TO EDITOR

Oct 24th, 2019
Modi Trump Howdy
I

understand

the

Modi

Trump Howdy in Houston

Col. Riaz Jafri (Retd)

attracted a lot many Indians – though not as many
as anticipated. And there was also a sizeable crowd
of protesters as well there. Anyway I am sort of
surprised that the Indian Diaspora living in the
USA and exposed to higher values of freedom and
human rights there had come to hear Modi – Modi
the butcher of Gujrat 2000 Muslims, the raciest of
the worst order after Hitler promoting Saffronism
and Hinduvata through the RSS and killing Muslims
and the minorities without impunity at leisure, the
fascist of Kashmir where he has created the largest
jail in the world by clamping an unending Curfew
( today being 52nd day) on nearly 10 million
innocent, men, women, old and sick Kashmiris and
young school going children and depriving them of
any contact with the outside world by denying them
all forms of communications, landline phones, Cell
phones, Internet, WhatsApp, Face Book, Tweeter,
Newspapers, Ra! dio and TV anything etal. The
Kashmiris short of food and critically of medicines
are totally cut off from the rest of the world in the
so called largest democracy of the world. How
can the Indians residing in America tolerate such a
person is beyond me?!!!
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AMS 2019
ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)
REPORT - 2019

Ser Contributors
BBF
1 Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari
2 ACM Kaleem Saadat
3 Bakhtiar Hakeem
4 Gen Liaqat Ali
5 Col Nasir
6 Mr. Ahmed Ali
7 Dr. Sami Ullah Malik
8 Prof Jalil Aali
9 Col Riaz Hussain Jafri
10 Air Cdre Mansoor Shaukat
11 Mr. Daniyal Ahmed
12 Lt Gen Naeem Khalid Lodhi
13 Mr. Osama Waris (SB)
14 Gen Javeed Iqbal
15 Brig Asig Haroon Raja
16 Mr. Rana Abdul Baqi
17 Admiral Iftikhar A Sirohey - AMS Contribution
18 Col Syed Ahmed C/O Col Bakhtiar
19 Mr. Abdullah (SB)
19 Brig Javed Iqbal
Total:
Beneficiaries
1 APCOMS
5
2 HITEC
6
3 UET Taxila
8
4 Ranra School
3
5 COMSATS Wah
1
6 Al-Aziz Public School
2
7 Cadet College Swat
1
8 Foundation Univ Rwp Campus 2
9 Foundation Univ Isb (FUI)
1
Paid to Beneficiaries
With Holding Tax
Total:
No of Institutions
No of Students

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

Aug

528,000
24,000
5,760
4,800
5,760
960

2,880

2,880

5,760

960
2,400
480
480

960

1,920
960

1,920
960

1,920
960

2,880

1,920

1,920
960

1,920
960

9,600
76,800
28,800
8,640

8,640
19,200
4,800

1,920
28,800
28,800
9,600
41,280

7,200 119,040

85,000
194,000

9,200

55,680 559,680

24,000

95,000
110,000

9,600
14,400

130,000
50,000

30,000

37,000
13,200
50,000

9
25

115,000
90,000
424,000 308,200
690
1,620
424,690 309,820
9
9
25
29

120,000
50,000
1,824
51,824
9
29

-

-

9
29

9
29

150 plus students at 11 different institutions have been interviewed so far, in last six
years. 46 of these beneficiaries have completed their studies.

-

337,000
720
337,720
9
29

9
29
Bal 2018
Received so far
Total
Total Exp
Bal as on 31 Aug 19
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Total
619,327
528,000
24,000
22,080
4,800
15,360
7,680
2,400
480
480
9,600
76,800
28,800
17,280
19,200
4,800
1,920
28,800
28,800
9,600
9,600
840,480
95,000
325,000
244,000
67,000
13,200
50,000
235,000
90,000
1,119,200
4,134
1,124,054

619,327
840,480
1,459,807
1,124,054
335,753
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HOMES
WHY HOMES GET BROKEN

Females
►► Do you think, your problems and issues are
unique, and it is for and about you? And you have
been unfortunate.
►► Did you learn male perspective of marriage? Did
any male ever taught, mentored or guided you
about marriage?
►► Is the reason or source of troubles in your life,
another woman or the second woman?
►► Could you look around, see thru past thirty or
fifty years of families so close and near to you
and learn from their past and present; deducing
some lessons?
Males
►► Did you try to reach out, develop or work out a
reference line or a common rule or code of conduct
or a human judge to solve your problems? Or
were you a party and a complainant and the sole
judge; always.
Parents or guardian
►► Did you know who heads the family, and that
‘family’ matters must be discussed or intervened
thru the head?
►► Did head of the family invite you to help them
solve their problem?
►► Were you blamed by one; either husband or wife,
for interfering?
►► Did you play your role to help the ‘Home’ or your
point of focus remained your son or daughter?
Bakhtiar
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