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EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader, how are
you!

And 27 Dec, Mr. Bilawal is coming to Liaqat Bagh.

b. A recent achievement of the government was
(Military) Establishment and Government being on
‘One Page’. Should this be really an achievement
for a popular civilian government! Please read Gen
Asad Durrani. He traces from the days of Gen Hamid
A year and a half has passed, when
Bakhtiar
Gul onwards. There was a chain of those in khaki
a third political party, appeared as a
who found IK to be promising. And then things did
third force, won the elections and came into power.
not remain that rosy.
Under a sports hero, turned political leader; ‘Change;
was the punch word, the slogan and the fad. Now look c. Dr. Waqar, is the bureaucrat, who served in Ministry
at the surveys shown by TV anchor persons, every
of Finance for decades and with more than one
evening. There single most asked question is, what is
government. See what he is afraid of; what are his
the ‘change’, and or if there is any what is it? All such
lurking dangers? It is the continuously declining
opinion surveys; one may include Gall up and Gilani
production of both industrial and agricultural
Research; 70 to 80 % of public, men on street, and busy
sectors. As man of data and figures, see his statistics,
in retail business are totally disappointed. They all long
these are hard facts. Dear Pakistanis, focus here, and
for Old Pakistan. Only about 7 to 9 % continue to hope
not who wins the brawl and who abuses the loudest
for the best. This minority wants that this government
and to whom.
should get more time; hoping for better times.
d. 5 Aug, India wrapped up the UN resolutions and rest
The New Year is round the corner,
wishing you a Very Happy New Year,
my dear Pakistanis.

Let us have a brief overview: a. we started with Panama
of his own constitutional papers; giving hope of a
Papers. There were 459 names in that, none has been
lawful discourse for Kashmiris to ever win their right
punished. b. there were huge corruption scandals like
of freedom to choose. Please read Gen Lodhi, he is
that of dr. Asim, Ayan Ali, Mushtaq Raisani, Siraj
strongly professing to stand-up and do something.
Durrani and Sharjeel Memon, Fawad Hasan F, S K
He is proposing a number of practical options to go
Abbasi….none has been convicted. c. there were mega
about solving this long standing human issue. Mr. K
projects like BRT, Malam Jabba, Multan Motorway…
M Dilshad has also taken up the Kashmir issue. To
none out of these has been settled. Orange Train, a mega
him referendum is the need of the hour.
project of immense public utility has been delayed for e. Dr. Yaser, the youngest of member of TFP by
fifteen months.
serial no. is addressing Kartarpur Corridor. He has
My dear Pakistanis, do you find at the daily Talk
correlated the Kashmir and Afghan issues. Please
Shows any Pakistani? Sure you find Patwaris, Khilaris,
see his concerns.
Jialas…Janoonis….and what not, fighting tooth and There is lot more to read. Dr. Maqsooda is exploring Paknail proving the other to be the worst, with reference Malaysian relations. She dwelt on many commonalities
to their past performances. So is the case of doctors vs. and ended up with pragmatic recommendations. The
lawyers. What is the reference, the ills and mischiefs scribe was asked by Center for Aerospace Security
of the other! As to who was worst and who initiated? Studies (CASS) to write for new narrative for Pakistan.
Is this the reference to judge and reward or punish? Here is an effort. Dr. Samiullah Malik is always kind to
Where is the law? How will Pakistan move forward?
contribute for BM, though extremely busy fighting for
Now let us look at the thinking, seasoned, experts and Kashmir, on social and political front in UK.
men of wisdom and who have had high achievements Wishing a bright future for Pakistan.
in past; how and what they are worried about.
a. Maulana Fazul ur Rehman, has just receded to
lower grade plans. Please read Gen Beg, how does
he analyze; it was a conspiracy and who was the
target this time? Of course it was all up and blatantly
against the still-finding roots of PTI government.
3

FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
I bow my head in gratitude before
Allah for having bestowed upon
me the honor of chairmanship
of TFP. I am thankful to all the
members of this forum for electing
me and reposing confidence in
me. I seek Allah’s guidance to
Brig Asif Haroon Raja
fulfil my obligations to the best
of my ability and to the satisfaction of all. I avail this
opportunity to wish you all happy new year and pray
that may 2020 prove beneficial to Pakistan and its
people in all respects.
2019 was another tempestuous year which witnessed
stormy events impacting global and regional stability.
Ukraine crisis, North Korea-US standoff, US-China
escalating trade war and their military posturing in
South China Sea to contain China, growing bitterness
between US and Russia, Iran-Saudi Arabia ideological
rivalry, US-Iran military sabre rattling, Syrian crisis,
chaos in other Middle Eastern countries created by
the oil seekers, unresolved Palestinian and Kashmir
disputes, together with trends of proxy wars, false flag
operations, regime changes, hybrid war, inequities of
capitalist system and efforts of the western world to
demonize Islam and brand the Muslims as fanatics have
all contributed towards world instability.
After the decimation of military power of Iraq, Libya
and Syria, and destabilization of Egypt, Yemen and
Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey and Pakistan are
the next targets. The Indo-Afghan-US-Israel nexus has
been making hectic efforts since 2003 to destabilize and
denuclearize Pakistan but couldn’t succeed due to grit
and determination of Pak Army and resilience of the
people.
Afghanistan remain in a flux in spite of nine rounds
of US-Afghan Taliban peace talks. The puppet regime
in Kabul installed by USA and India having invested
substantially to gain strategic influence in Kabul, found
themselves out of the game. Pentagon, war merchants
and Israel have their mercantile interests. All are spoilers
and are disinterested in ending the 18-year war. While
the US has abandoned hopes of a military victory, it is
still hopeful of extracting beneficial concessions from
4
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the Taliban before departing. While Pakistan should
help in facilitating peace process, it must defeat the
nefarious plan of the US to pitch Pak security forces
against Afghan Taliban.
Antagonism between India and Pakistan is a never
ending phenomenon mainly due to unresolved Kashmir
dispute. After three wars, the two archrivals have so far
refrained from going for the 4th round due to nuclear
deterrence acquired by Pakistan. Antipathy scaled new
heights in the aftermath of Pulwama incident. The two
nuclear states almost came close to a full-fledged war
with nuclear overhang when IAF jets dropped bombs
in Balakot, but couldn’t cause any damage. Pakistan
retaliated by striking three high value targets inside
Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK), but intentionally
avoided physical harm. In the ensuing air duel, PAF
downed two Indian jets and captured one pilot.
The second humiliation in quick succession made Modi
so mad that he ordered striking several Pakistani targets
with Brahmo missiles. The hawks cooled down when
Pakistan decided to hit back more fiercely. To avenge
mortification, Modi regime took the unprecedented
unconstitutional and illegal step on August 5. Articles
370 and 35A of the Indian Constitution were repealed
and IOK declared integral part of India. The reckless act
blew to smithereens all the UN resolutions, international
guarantees, bilateral agreements and previous decisions
of Indian Supreme Court.
Since then, the people of Kashmir are locked up in the
biggest open jail and subjected to horrendous atrocities
committed by Indian forces and RSS. BJP regime has
declared its intentions to carryout ethnic cleansing of
Muslim Kashmiris in order to change the demography
of J&K. RSS gangs are executing the gory plan.
Hindutva fanatics in power are redefining India in every
possible way and are carrying out lynching of Indian
Muslims. No one knows how the future of South Asia
will turn out. BJP leaders view Pakistan as a thorn in
the flesh of India which must be removed. Dreaming of
Akhand Bharat, they are repeatedly stating that Pakistan
will not exist on the map of the world map in 2025 and
it will become part of India.
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Pakistan launched a vigorous diplomatic offensive to
expose the ugly face of India and produced good results,
but diplomacy failed to force Modi to lift curfew in IOK
and provide succor to the besieged Kashmiris. So far
Pakistan appears to be clueless how to go about dealing
with the crisis in IOK. The government is too deeply
engrossed in dealing with internal challenges and to
tackle blackmailing tactics of IMF and FATF. It has
little time to chalk out a strategy how best to deal with
the abnormal situation in IOK. While war option is no
more feasible for both the rivals due to nuclear factor,
for unknown reasons other viable options are not being
exercised to checkmate the madness of India.
The Kashmiris had picked up arms in 1989 and
waged a freedom struggle with motivated zeal. After
the martyrdom of Burhan Wani in July 2016, the
zeal transformed into passion and Azadi slogan was
chanted passionately. After 5 August, the passion has
got converted into deep-seated revenge. All shades of
Kashmiris irrespective of religious divides have started
hating Modi regime.
So far, the Kashmiris are silently expressing their
bitterness by refusing to open their shops and do
business, to drive transport and to send their children to
schools/colleges. The dead are being buried inside the
houses. Day-to-day life stand paralyzed, trade activity
and tourism have come to a standstill. Claim of India
that the situation is back to normal is travesty of truth.
The day curfew is lifted, there is every likelihood of
eruption of violence in the valley. To give vent to their
pent up rage, the Kashmiris might once again pick up
arms and even resort to suicide attacks, the glimpse of
which was seen in Pulwama. If they do so, it would
provide an excuse to over 900,000 Indian forces to
carryout genocide of Kashmiris and force them to exit
from IOK.
Another possibility which cannot be ruled out is the
Kashmiris getting disillusioned and frustrated from
Pakistan due to its lackadaisical approach. Such
rumblings are already heard in IOK and AJK that the
govt is doing nothing to save the lives and honor of
Kashmiris in distress and to lessen their pains. Indian
psychological operators are already working feverishly

to poison the minds of the Kashmiris to convert their
love for Pakistan into hatred as they had done in East
Bengal, in interior and urban Sindh, in Baluchistan and
FATA. God forbid, if the lava of hatred and revenge
gets diverted towards Pakistan, it will have catastrophic
effects on Pakistan.
We must not rely on the false hopes given by Trump
administration or any western country since they
have traditionally been the natural allies of India. The
euphoria over Trump’s offer of mediation on Kashmir
has evaporated in thin air. It is now amply clear that the
US will never take any initiative to please Pakistan at
the cost of annoying India. Under no circumstances our
policy makers should make any compromises on UN
resolutions in settling the Kashmir dispute and that too
without taking Kashmiris into confidence.
Some bold, imaginative and pragmatic actions will
have to be devised and put into practice at the earliest
since each passing day is helping India to develop a
new narrative to paint Pakistan as enemy of Kashmiris
and India as their friend. Delayed action will lose the
desired impact. Likewise, PTI government will have to
improve its governance and administrative skills, and
to further gear up its economic team to check inflation,
price hike and unemployment and provide speedy
socio-economic relief to the people to calm down
their growing disenchantment. Bolstering CPEC in
real earnest is a sure way to achieve prosperity. Home
front must be consolidated to meet external challenges
squarely.

It is idle to seek logical
truth in poetry. The ideal
of imagination is beauty,
not truth. Do not then try
to show a poet’s greatness
by quoting passages from
his works which, in your
opinion, embody scientific
truth.
Iqbal, Stray Reflections, April 1910
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THE CONSPIRACY THAT FAILED
What happened during the last few
months was ‘a crisis period’ for
the state institutions, drifting in
a state of helplessness to handle
an ordinary matter of the state.
Luckily it was the unexpected
intervention by the “Marginalized
Right” that saved the system from Gen Mirza Aslam Beg
being wrapped-up. The Deep State
working on both sides of the divide, created the crisis.
The Deep State, as defined by the social scientists
means:

to the wrong person. Army will never hold elections
and you all will be kept waiting.” As expected General
Musharraf struck on 12 October 1999 and ruled for
well over ten long years.
Maulana managed to extricate himself from the perilous
situation. In the process, he has gained a lot of political
space, because of his “Power Show.” Now, he will be
able to win more number of National Assembly seats,
to enter into the main-stream national politics.

On the other side of the divide, something equally
sinister has happened. The manner, in which the
government processed the case for the grant of service
extension to Army Chief, is really pathetic. As the
Supreme Court took over the matter into its own hands,
“The real government that exists beneath the
the government panicked as if it had committed a crime
surface, as shadowy conspirators, who use
and surrendered the right to “stick to the convention”
street power, to thwart the agenda of the sitting
of granting extension to the Army Chief. As a matter
government, skillfully manipulating the power
of fact, five Army Chiefs, three Naval Chiefs and one
of the state institutions.”
Air Chief had been granted service extension during the
The Deep State marshaled the ‘Marginalized Right,’
last seventy years.
under the leadership of Maulana Fazalur Rahman close
to Islamabad in massive strength “ready to breach the The extension granted to General Kiani was challenged
barriers of D-Chowk, confront the Army and hand- in the Supreme Court of Pakistan, but the Honourable
over the besieged state to the rampaging mob.” Luckily Court rejected the petition as they had no jurisdiction to
Maulana was warned of the conspiracy well in time, take up the case under article 199(3) of the Constitution.
that he was being used as the escapade for the sinister How could the present Honourable Court now grant
purpose. He held back, retreating to Plan B and C. Such six months extension of service to General Bajwa and
conspiracies had succeeded in the past, with Army pass-on the matter to the Parliament for decision?
leading. Here the Army was the target.
Something very intriguing has happened. The
Let us have a look at the 1999 Army take-over: 14
August 1998, Pakistan Awami Ittehad (PAI) led by
PPP, demonstrated its power at Nishter Park Karachi.
The next day when we assembled at Bilawal House
for the critique, Nawabzada blurted out “Now it is one
point agenda – “Hatao Nawaz Sharif.” Mohtarma
supported him. I left PAI, and promptly they formed
GDA, comprising PPP. ANP, MQM, Tehreek-e-Insaaf
and Nawabzada’s eleven parties group.
The GDA coalition partners called on me, led by late
Ajmal Khattak wanting me also to join the band wagon.
Explaining the objective he said: “The Movement will
create the desired effect for the Army to take-over”,
elections will be held in 90 days and GDA will form
the government. I regretted saying “You have come
6

government granted extension after approval by the
Prime Minister, the Cabinet and the President, but only a
few days later yielded, as if it had committed something
unlawful. The Honourable Court took-up the matter for
decision over which it had no jurisdiction. Now the
parliament has to solve the puzzle.

The government should be thankful to Maulana for
saving the grace. Let them be drawn into the mainstream
politics of the country, than to exist as non-entities,
blamed for all the ills, they are not responsible for. It
may also be proper to investigate as to who all are the
perpetrators of this conspiracy, that could so seriously
compromise national security.
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THE SAME PAGE SAGA
The Chief of Army Staff in Pakistan
is not just another head of service,
nor is he, strictly speaking, a “chief
of staff”; the designation that the
late Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto believed would deny the
man on the horseback the clout
to take over the Country. His Lt Gen Asad Durrani
assumption went ruefully wrong when Zia-ul-Haq, his
handpicked COAS, not only putsched but also hanged
him. In ‘Pakistan Adrift’, an account of my journey
through the corridors of power, I have tried to assess
the military’s role in the Country’s polity and an army
chief’s special status in the power matrix– in which he
often played the ultimate arbiter. For people like me
therefore, the commotion over the present incumbent’s
service extension in the last week of November came
as no surprise. The following chronicle however is not
about any technicalities of the issue at hand, but about
the algorithm of this game of thrones.
The three-year tenure for a four-star general, and for his
naval and air-force equivalents, was Zia’s idea. And, it
had its Machiavellian logic. Since he intended to hang
on for a long time; to provide some consolation to those
waiting in line, he created another four-star office, that
of the Vice Chief of Army Staff – to be rotated every
three years. Musharraf also found this arrangement
helpful and promoted a few to this exalted office to
keep the promotion ladder moving. The problem was
that unless a COAS took over political power, he too
was restricted to this limited stint.
Aslam Beg, Zia’s successor, knew that President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, known to be a stickler for rules,
would grant him no extension. He therefore, sounded
out a few quarters if he could be kicked upstairs,
preferably as the Chief of Defence Staff: a concept that
was considered sound but could not be implemented
since the Army would not accept any impediment to
its powers. GIK however was not impressed. Beg’s
successor, Waheed Kakar, was beseeched by Benazir
Bhutto in her second incarnation to continue after his
three-years in office. Kakar refused as it would have

deprived the next man of his chance.
Jehangir Karamat who followed him resigned a few
months before his term was to end, but before that I
had a little exchange with him. My view was that since
the Country had only recently gone overtly nuclear,
someone like JK with his deep understanding of the
new complexities was best suited to head the Joint
Staff Headquarters to put the nuclear doctrines in place.
Karamat however, was not interested. The next Army
Chief who had to get his stint extended by an elected
chief executive was Ashfaq Pervez Kyani. He secured
a full second term because Zardari and Gillani, the
President and the Prime Minister respectively, never
cared for any institutional restraints. What did Imran
Khan have in mind when he granted a three-years
extension to the present incumbent?
Let me reminisce a bit.
When heading the ISI in the early 1990s, I got a message
from Imran the cricketer that he needed help to take
some foreigners (all housewives as it read), to our
Northern Areas. After consulting the local commander,
I agreed. He didn’t avail of this opportunity nor did I
hear from him – till he came over to my house in early
1998 to invite me to join his party. I had to politely
decline, but offered advice if it was ever needed on
matters I had dealt with. Soon thereafter, India exploded
a few nuclear devices and IK sent some members of his
team to seek my views. He personally was against our
responding in kind but accepted my suggestion that we
had to carry out a few tests of our own. What persuaded
me to attend some of his subsequent council meetings
was that he publicly stated that his change of heart on
the nuclear issue was because of an “expert’s opinion”
(no one had heard of U-turns at that time, which in
any case would have been the wrong description). Of
course, I could not continue for long because Khan
hardly listened to anyone even in his core group.
But then I was not the only military man who was takenin by IK. Hamid Gul once told me that he intended
to groom Imran for politics. No idea why the project
was abandoned, but I do recall that Pervez Musharraf
too once suggested that Khan could become a brand
to market Pakistan. Since the ISI at the time had only
7
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heard of branding herds in the Wild West, I could not
follow-up. Musharraf however, got a chance after he
became the Chief Executive, but soon jettisoned Imran
in favour of the Chaudhries. Khan thereafter went all
guns blazing against Musharraf and called him a fake
(doe numberia in our lingo).
Imran thus comes across as a person who may pander to
the high and mighty for his interest, but would drop them
as hot potato when they had served their purpose, or turn
his guns against them if they could not. Benevolently,
he could be described as pragmatic: taking U-turns, like
granting extension to an army chief, an act that he was
once opposed to, as a policy; being honest – he does
not even posture to be the Prime Minister; and indeed
for having no qualms about following the Military page
by page.
When the pro and contra arguments on the extension
business were at their peak in the Supreme Court,
there were a few anxious voices, also from some of
the ex-servicemen—who had earlier celebrated the
government’s extension decision with such gusto that
one suspected the alternative was a civilian as the
next army chief—that now the honorable course for
Bajwa was to make an exit. Not knowing him, I do not
know why he didn’t, but I do know there are serious
implications in accepting extensions. Some are known:
denying someone else his rightful turn; and sending an
unhelpful message that no one else in the queue was up
to the job. Others, lesser known, are more serious: the
beneficiary loses respect within the institution; and it
tempts some others to suck up to their political bosses
to get selected or extended – say as army chief.
Maybe a word or two about the laws that might be
made as ordered by the Apex Court. Whatever would
be decided regarding the tenure or a possible future
structure—creation of a Chief of Defence post, for
example—was better put in practice for the coming
generations. If the present office holders were to
become the beneficiaries, the exercise would be seen to
have been influenced by the powers that be.
And lastly about a chance encounter I had a few months
back with the man at the center stage of the High Noon
Drama in the Supreme Court. I asked the Chief Justice if
8

the Judiciary and the Military were now on one page—
as the late highly regarded Sahibzada Yakub Khan used
to suggest could be the best remedy for Pakistan. “No,
we’re trying to do our bit all on our own”; adjudicated
the Honourable Mr. Khosa. And, so it turned out to be.

THE MAULANA’S TWO WRONGS?
The good old saying states that
“Two wrongs do not make one
right”!
The mighty Maulana and his
secular cohorts
While criticizing Imran Khan
For his past political gimmicks
Are now aping him:
What somersault logic
What boomerang antics
What stark inane imitation
And political plagiarism!

Dr. R M Ikram Azam

Was the Khan repeating history
By buoying Zulfikar Ali Bhutto?
Anyway times have changed
When Imran Khan was repeating history
Kashmir was not annexed by Bharat
As now in 2019
Nor was the need greater
Of a UDI by the Indian Colonized Kashmir
As exemplified by Bangladesh in 1970-71!
Why does not the menacing Maulana
Launch a Justified Jihad
Like the Western Just War
For Kashmir’s Liberation
Turning his misnomer March
Into as authentic Kashmir Azadi March!
Finally
Does he have no respect for
The sanctity of the sacred month
Of Rubbi-ull-Awwal?
More messianic Ulema are these days
Busy praying in Pakistan’s Masajid
In penance for his redemption!.....
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KASHMIR BLEEDING
Stand Up and Stop Complaining
Enough of lamenting and
complaining about the lack of
world attention towards Kashmiris’
plight and international conscience
not arousing to the expected level
etc. Some of the so called Friendly
Countries’ disappointing attitude
when it came to supporting Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi
Pakistan’s stance as that of against Indian view point....
and so on and so forth. It seems many amongst us have
either not understood the principles of international
relations and world politics or are deliberately trying
to lull the general population into an artificial endless
game with well known results. We need to stand up and
brace up for some worthwhile activity.

want the world to do for us, specially once we ourselves
are not ready to take any further practical steps to
alleviate the diﬃculties of our brethren in Kashmir?
First we need to ask ourselves what else can we do to
help the brothers and sisters of IOK, which in fact would
be helping ourselves. Kashmiris are ﬁghting Pakistan’s
War, only if we understand the implications of long
term Indian designs about our water and subsequently
food security. Quaid calling it a jugular vein was not
a rhetoric, but he really meant it, which some of us in
Pakistan still fail to understand. Some of our elites have
given up on Kashmir cause. Many of us wrongly think
that if we resolve the Kashmir issue with Indian face
saving, future would be bright, with a great neighbour
turning friendly. It is a great fallacy. Yes, all out War
between two nuclear neighbours is nearly impossible,
but that should not deter us from undertaking legitimate,
diplomatic, political, legal, psychological and military
postures to safeguard our interests. Nuclear parity is an
enabler and should not converted into a self inﬂicting
weakness.

World has already done enough, and for that we need
to appreciate the eﬀorts of our Foreign Oﬃce, Pakistani
and Kashmiri diasporas and the local and international
media. Three basic changes in the attitude of the world
Now let us analyse what Pakistan can itself do, after
can be clearly discerned:
a comparatively better environment has been created
1. International civil societies specially in the West at international levels, that gives us more room to
and USA, now have a fair idea about the location act. First we need to act in the political realm. Like
of Kashmir, genesis of the dispute and the UN abrogation of Simla Agreement that has actually been
obligations.
unilaterally violated by India, not once but a number
2. The indigenous Freedom Movement whenever of times. Conversion of Line of Control into Ceaseﬁre
it picks up again is not likely to be labelled as Line likely to have positive implications for Freedom
terrorism.
Movement, whenever it picks up again. Secondly Govt
3. The Indian narrative of ‘Pakistan providing in Exile for IOK population be created in some third
illegitimate support to the movement’ will not get country, preferably in EU. There is an argument against
this step quoting that Azad Kashmir Constitution already
the traction as earlier.
caters for that. In my opinion this argument has become
There has been Congressional Hearings on Kashmir
stale and outdated and a renewed eﬀort required in this
situation in USA; also Germany, UK, EU, etc have
direction. Thirdly and importantly in my opinion, we
spoken favourably. Turkey, Malaysia have supported
should approach UN to arrange for partial plebiscite
the cause to the chagrin of Indian Government, to an
under their own supervision in all the districts wherever
extent that the two even faced economic losses. Iran,
it is possible. This way Gilgit Baltistan, and AK can be
in spite of certain hiccups with Pakistan, came out
converted into integral areas/provinces of Pakistan but
with bold statements against Indian atrocities. China
with special status till plebiscite becomes possible in
wholeheartedly siding with Pakistan’s stance and
IOK. Many voices will be raised against this proposal
Russian neutrality, abode well within the regional
citing many legal and practical angles, but we need to
settings. So what else are we expecting? What do we
discuss its merits threadbare. Registration of Kashmiris
9
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in IOK and abroad should also be demanded, to oﬀset
the Indian designs of demographic changes.

jugular vein. What else would constitute an attack?
What is our definition of attack?

We also need to collect data on War Crimes committed
by Indian occupation forces and take the folders with
undeniable proofs to relevant international forums.
International Red Cross be moved to provide food and
medicines to the besieged and hapless Kashmiris facing
such a long curfew and blackout by Indian Occupation
Forces. We are likely to get enough international
support for all these steps.

In our pursuit to become ‘Good Boys’, we seem to
be compromising on our vital national interests that
are also an integral part of our Constitution. Such
attitude is unworthy of a Nuclear Power of 220 million
people. We at least have the right to do to India what
they have been, and still doing to us in a Hybrid War
settings. All our inactions are wrongly attributed to
own precarious situation. Hiding behind economic
weakness is unpardonable. Allah Will never Forgive us
for abandoning our brothers and sisters at the mercy of
Indian juggernaut. It is against all principles of politics,
ethics and religion.

We are in a habit of providing nearly free services
or at paltry returns to our historical masters The
United States of America. We helped them (rightly or
wrongly) to defeat erstwhile Soviet Union, even today
meaningfully assisting them to resolve their issues with
Afghan Taliban. And with what returns? Rather than
succumbing to IMF and FATF diktats we could have
requested them to put pressure on their strategic partner
India for lifting the curfew and removing the blackout
allowing international investigative teams to ﬁnd out
the real situation in the valley. But, those involved seem
to be too impressed and dominated, that they cannot
raise such demands. Doing all these extra services in
the garb of economic weakness, that in few opinions
has been instituted deliberately by the same power, is
just a step away from slavery.
We have full knowledge of what Kalbhushan and his
network was doing to us. The threats of Modi, Indian
Defence Minister and their NSA are well known to us.
And what is our narrative in return? They are talking
of attacking AK and GB that they have already shown
in their oﬃcial maps as their integral part. We have
not taken any of these things seriously whereas there
is a history that shows they did whatever they said.
Our statements have been weak and defensive. Rather
than saying that we will make IOK a graveyard for the
one million occupation forces, we seem to be waiting
for India to attack ﬁrst. That will also happen one day,
when they feel that the time is right for them (weaken
or eliminate Freedom Movement, Induct SV 400,
induct Rafael Aircraft etc). Because Kashmir cannot
be assimilated by India without subduing Pakistan. By
God, they have already attacked.... with boots on our
10

Are we:Waiting for Allah ?
Waiting for the world to come to our help?
Waiting for Kashmiris to get fatigued and exhausted?
We need to remember that:Allah never Helps those who do not help themselves.
Nation is as brave as its leaders.

HUMAN FREEDOM
Most of our theologians
thought the doctrine of
human freedom could not
be reconciled with the foreknowledge of God. They
looked upon belief in freedom
as veiled atheism. So thought
Mahmud Shabistri. But the
author of Gulshan-i-Raz made the tacit assumption
of an absolute and independent Time like Newton.
He did not see that if his view of Time were true,
then the freedom of God would also disappear.
Shabistri’s argument will not hold to-day; for God
can be conceived as creating Time from moment
to moment. If the Universe is an open one, there is
no pre-existing future, and God does not know the
future because there is nothing to know.

Iqbal, Stray Reflections, April 1910
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KASHMIR ON EDGE OF
PRECIPICE
Geographic aspects of J&K
State
The State of Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) is situated at the
extreme western section of Great
Himalayan Range where it merges
with Hindu Kush, Karakorum and
Central Asia. It borders for about Brig Asif Haroon Raja
600 miles with Sinkiang and Tibet
provinces of China in north and east, and in the south and
west for 580 miles with Pakistan. A 30 miles corridor of
Wakhan in Afghanistan separates it from Russia across
Pamir Plateau. At extreme southeastern end, a narrow
strip of few miles forms a common border with India,
providing an excuse to claim territorial contiguity with
the State. Mountbatten-Radcliffe duo had unjustly
awarded Muslim majority Gurdaspur District to East
Punjab which enabled India to gain land link to J&K
as well as gain control of headworks of Rivers Sutlej
and Ravi.
Background history of J&K State

unanimously adopted a resolution on July 19, 1947 for
accession of J&K State to Pakistan. Reason given was
geographic, economic, linguistic, cultural and religious
commonalities. Azad Kashmir government was formed
on October 24.
1947-1948 Kashmir war
Once the tribesmen from Pakistan (FATA) reached
Baramula on October 26th 1947 to rescue the massacred
by Dogra Army and RSS goons and Srinagar was
within their grasping reach, Maharaja who by then had
lost his writ upon the State signed an accession treaty
with India on October 26 in exchange for military
support. The accession letter gave control of defence,
communications and foreign affairs only to India.
India air landed one Sikh regiment at Srinagar on the
following day and established an air bridge between
Delhi-Srinagar to induct a division size force in quick
time. It was obvious that it was a preplanned affair as
was the creation of Defence Committee on September
30 which authorized the air move and military action.
Only the tribesmen and Azad forces confronted the
aggression till December 1947. When one brigade of
Pak Army was dispatched, it resulted into a war between
India and Pakistan. Once Pakistan Army planned a
counter offensive to cut off the main supply route of
Samba-Kathua, bottle up Indian forces in Kashmir
and to start a guerrilla war, Nehru rushed to the UN
for help and sought immediate ceasefire. PM Liaqat Ali
Khan agreed and thus Pakistan lost a big opportunity to
liberate J&K.

J&K State came into existence in 1846. It included
Jammu in south, Kashmir Valley with its capital in
Srinagar, and Ladakh, a high plateau adjacent to
China predominated by Buddhists. The Muslim heavy
Kashmir Valley (94.96%), 25 miles wide and 84 miles
in length, and a gateway to Kashmir, was romanticized
by the Moghuls as paradise on earth. It was celebrated
Outcome of Kashmir war
worldwide for its breathtaking beauty.
When the Indian subcontinent was partitioned into The ceasefire line (CFL) where both countries’ armies
India with 80% Hindu majority and Pakistan with over stopped fighting in end December 1948 eventually
90% Muslim majority in 1947, the outgoing British formed the basis for a division of the state along what
Viceroy Mountbatten and Boundary Commission is today called the Line of Control (LoC). India ended
chairman Radcliffe not only bisected Muslim majority up with 63% of total area (222, 236 sq km) of J&K
Punjab to please the Sikhs, but also halved Muslim comprising, Jammu, Ladakh and Kashmir Valley.
majority Bengal and made West Bengal and Assam Pakistan held a stretch of one-third of land it renamed
less Sylhet part of India to please the Congress leaders. Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK). The AJK has 599.1
The Viceroy turned a blind eye when India annexed all sq km long border with China. The northern region of
the 565 Princely States including those wanting to join Gilgit and Baltistan (GB) is directly administered by
Pakistan forcibly. Among the Princely States, J&K was Pakistan. Total area comes to 78,114 sq km.
the only one contiguous to Pakistan and had over 80% Out of this, Pakistan ceded 5280 sq km of area to China
under an agreement in 1963. Besides, China controls
Muslim population.
Kashmir’s Hindu Maharaja Hari Singh wanted to 37,555 sq km of area in northeast Ladakh, in Aksai Chin
remain independent. He did however sign a standstill region. It smoothed the way for an alliance between
agreement with Pakistan on August 12, 1947. Earlier Pakistan and China and the building of the Karakoram
on, all elected members of Muslim Conference had Highway between Sinkiang and GB. It is this road that
11
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forms the basis of the transport and trade links of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
Pakistan had agreed to ceasefire on the express
assurance of the UN and Jawahar Lal Nehru that
right of self-determination will be granted to the
Kashmiris and a UN supervised plebiscite will be held
to determine whether the people would join India or
Pakistan. All told 11 UN resolutions were passed, out
of which 4 were plebiscite specific. However, neither
India honored its given pledge nor the UN pushed India
to do so and in the process the issue lingered on and
gave rise to antagonism between the two archrivals.
To improve the movement of troops and supplies to
Tibet, the Chinese built a road between Sinkiang and
Tibet that ran through the Aksai Chin, an uninhabited
patch on the fringes of Ladakh. The borders of Ladakh
had never been agreed upon and India claimed the Aksai
Chin as its own. The dispute, combined with tensions
on the eastern end of the border, escalated into the 1962
war and a humiliating defeat for India. Pakistan failed
to avail the opportunity to settle Kashmir dispute. The
Aksai Chin remains in Chinese hands, while India
continues to claim it as part of Ladakh. Latest skirmish
is over Doklam Plateau controlled by China.
Heightened Indo-Pak rivalry
Kashmir dispute heightened antagonism and resulted
in Rann of Katch conflict in April 1965 and war
in September 1965. In both clashes, Pakistan had
gained a definite edge over six time’s superior India.
It was owing to unresolved Kashmir dispute and its
humiliation in the two confrontations with Pakistan
together with its disgrace in 1962 border conflict with
China which impelled India to cut the eastern limb of
Pakistan with the help of its mentor former USSR and
restore its image through a combination of subversion,
propaganda and military action.
After the tragic breakup of Pakistan into two in the
1971 war, Pakistan signed Shimla agreement in 1972
from a weak wicket. ZA Bhutto agreed to convert CFL
into LoC and to resolve disputes bilaterally. Thereon,
Kashmir issue was put on the back burner, till such time
the Kashmiris themselves activated it by resorting to
armed uprising in October 1989.
Gains of Gen Zia reversed
During the period from 1989 to 1991/92, India was
faced with leadership crisis, weak economy, and dozens
of insurgencies of which Khalistan insurgency was the
most dangerous which was well poised to link up with
12

Kashmir movement that had come as a bolt from the
blue for India. India had lost Afghanistan and had no
defence agreement with Iran or any Gulf State. Russian
armaments and jets were unreliable. It was feeling
orphaned on account of defeat of Soviet forces in
Afghanistan and USSR and its probable fragmentation.
On the other hand, Pakistan was in a strong position
since its economy was on sound footing and way ahead
of India. Its image was sky high due to successful
culmination of Afghan Jihad in which Pakistan had
played a key role. Pakistan enjoyed best of relations
with USA, China and Arab States. Gulbadin Hikmatyar
had promised to send one lac fighters to free Kashmir.
Pakistan military had improved its defensive and
offensive capabilities by creating two strategic reserves
and inducting Al-Khalid tanks, APCs, TOW missiles
and tracked artillery and inducted F-16s. Had Gen Ziaul
Haq been alive, there were big chances of J&K getting
liberated and Khalistan becoming a reality.
All the strategic gains made by Gen Zia were overturned
when Benazir Bhutto took over in October 1988. She
not only closed the desks of Kashmir and Afghanistan
in ISI to appease USA and India but also provided list
of Khalsa leaders to Rajiv, enabling India to crush the
Khalistan movement. ISI’s long arm was cut to size.
Indo-US-Israel nexus
In order to overcome host of vulnerabilities, India
hastened to fall into the waiting arms of USA and become
its strategic partner. It also established diplomatic ties
with Israel and the trio formed a strategic nexus to
disable covert nuclear program of Pakistan. For that
purpose, Pakistan was ditched and put under sanctions
by USA. While India accused Pakistan of cross border
terrorism in IOK, USA and the West supported its
stance. Pakistan adopted a lackadaisical approach on
Kashmir and made no effort to drum up the atrocities of
Indian forces against Kashmiris. It got too involved in
internal challenges and started piling up foreign debts.
9/11 brought Pakistan under a black star
9/11 came as a blessing in disguise for India but brought
Pakistan under a black star. The new laws framed on
terrorism coupled with Pakistan’s peace deal with India
after its assurance that it will not allow its soil to be
used for cross border terrorism, and letting India to
fence the LoC tied the hands of Pakistan and took the
steam out of freedom movement in IOK. These factors
together with Pakistan’s policy of appeasement helped
India to brand freedom fighters in IOK as terrorists and
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Pakistan as a terror abetting state.
This narrative was fully backed by USA and puppet
regime in Kabul. Pakistan was accused of colluding
with militant groups and providing them safe havens.
Although Pak security forces did wonders in defeating
and flushing out foreign supported proxies and rendered
huge sacrifices to safeguard Pakistan, the government
remained on the defensive and made no effort to frame
a comprehensive Kashmir policy or to counter the
narrative of terrorism.
Modi’s first tenure
By the time hardliner Narendra came on the Indian
scene in June 2014, Pakistan had already been declared
as the breeding ground of terrorism and the most
dangerous country in the world. Modi won his elections
on the slogans of Indian Muslims and Pakistan bashing,
censuring secularism and eulogizing hard Hindutva.
He also harped on the themes of Hinduising IOK
by integrating it into Indian Union and changing its
demography with the help of RSS as was done in
Jammu in 1947. Between September and November
1947, 250,000 Kashmiri Muslims were slaughtered
by RSS and Dogras in that part of Kashmir which was
Muslim dominated and others were forced to flee to
Pakistan. He also promised to lift the GDP to over 11%
and create job opportunities.
Throughout his first tenure he maintained a highly
aggressive posture against Pakistan and subjected it to
varying punitive actions like continuous LoC violations,
stepping up proxy war, escalating propaganda war,
water terrorism, threatening to launch surgical strikes
and limited war. Modi and other BJP hawks threatened
to separate Baluchistan, to break Pakistan into four
parts, to dry up Pakistan by revoking Indus Basin Treaty
and closing water flow in three eastern rivers.
His regime intensified persecution of Kashmiris and
authorized soldiers to use pellet guns against unarmed
youth including children. All past records of state
terrorism were broken after the martyrdom of freedom
fighter Burhan Wani in July 2016. Modi brazenly talked
of changing the demography of Kashmir Valley. He
couldn’t make any substantial move in IOK except for
establishing some residential colonies and cantonments
for Hindi Pundits, retired armed forces personnel and
refugees from AK because of lack of desired majority
in Lok Sabha.
Pre-2018 elections in India
For his second term elections this year, Narendra

Modi and his party leaders’ once again espoused
hate based politics to attract 80% Hindu votes and
indulged in hate mongering ideology against Indian
Muslims and Pakistan. Mob lynching of Muslims in
India by extremist Hindus became a norm. It was with
an eye on May 2019 elections and desire to gain twothird majority that he took the route of Pulwama and
militarily upped the ante. War hysteria also helped him
in deflecting the attention of Indians from his dismal
performance on the socio-economic front.
With full support of USA and Israel, it was easy for
Modi to carryout air intrusion in Balakot on February
24 as a revenge for the false flag operation RAW had
enacted in Pulwama on February 14. After the fiasco
in Balakot where the intruders could only knock down
few trees and a crow, India got a befitting response from
PAF on the 26th in the form of carrying out three strikes
very close to sensitive military targets deep inside IOK.
In the air duel, PAF downed Indian Mig-21 and Su-30
and captured one pilot. In desperation, India deployed
Brahmo missiles at Rajasthan airbase on the 27th to
strike targets in Karachi and Bahawalpur, but buckled
down when Pakistan threatened to hit 8 targets in India
and deployed its missiles.
BJP’s Post-election jingoism
Although India suffered humiliations at the hands of
Pakistan, but jingoism of Modi-Amit Singh-Rajnath
Singh-Ajit Doval combine helped his party to sweep
the polls. Modi enjoying the backing of USA and Israel
then took the risky initiative in IOK and took Pakistan
by surprise.
Demonic Modi inducted additional forces into the
already over saturated Kashmir Valley and abruptly
shredded international conventions and 18 UN
resolutions on J&K, defied Indian Supreme Court
ruling and J&K Legislative Assembly rulings, flouted
1972 Shimla agreement and Lahore Declaration of
1999 and robbed J&K of its special status.
Modi with his hands stained in Muslim blood is
gleefully crowing over his so-called territorial victory
in J&K after he brazenly abrogated Articles 370 and
35A of Indian Constitution, and bifurcated IOK into
Jammu-Kashmir Valley and Ladakh into two Indian
Union Territories on August 5. Since then, IOK is under
a clampdown and strict curfew and life is paralyzed.
Record breaking state terrorism in Kashmir Valley
Hindu terrorists and Indian military forces are on a
rampage, slaughtering and raping Kashmiris caged
13
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in their respective houses for nearly four months. An
iron curtain has been drawn on IOK and there is total
blackout of news, phone and internet services. Screams
of the dying, the tortured and raped victims cannot be
heard by the outside world. Bleeding vale of Kashmir
is bleeding profusely and the caged are choking and
gasping for life. The paradise on earth turned into a hell
since 1989 is on the edge of a precipice. No one from
outside including the Indian politicians from opposition
and US Senators are allowed to enter the world biggest
open prison. Other than some token words of sympathy
and concern, the world is watching the pogrom from
sidelines. Pakistan itself has so far not taken any
physical step other than stepped up diplomatic offensive
to provide relief to the marooned Kashmiris.
The 8 million locked up and forsaken Kashmiris,
men women, children and babies, devoid of food and
medicines are looking for divine help. Young men and
boys are being pulled out of their houses and put in
overcrowded jails and many shifted to Agra and Tihar
jails in India where they are tortured to death while
others are killed fake encounters. Young women and
girls are being kidnapped for carnal pleasures. Even
political leaders have not been spared. These grisly acts
are performed by 30,000 well-trained and uniformed
RSS gangs equipped with spears, swords and rifles,
specially brought in to change the demography of IOK.
They are backed by the military which has taken over
the civil administration as well as police stations.

The trio’s global ambitions were being threatened.
•

It was in the backdrop of these geo-political realities
and implications which convinced Modi that it was
right time to implement his plan in order to once
again become relevant.

•

Elbowed by USA and Israel, Modi impressed upon
the world leaders that he intends to end terrorism
in J&K, bring stability and once again make it a
paradise on earth. He thus shrewdly convinced them
that amalgamation of IOK and making it peaceful
and prosperous will be for the overall betterment of
Kashmiris as well as for the regional peace.

Assumptions
•

I have a hunch that Modi could have assured
China that its dispute in Aksai Chin will be taken
into consideration and an amicable remedy found.
He also might have indicated the danger posed
by Uighurs in Sinkiang and the negative effects
of upsurge in radicalism in IOK and impact of
radicalised IOK on Uighur movement particularly
if Taliban regain power in Afghanistan.

•

These threats may also have been conveyed to
Russia in the wake of the simmering insurgencies
in Chechnya and Dagestan.

•

I strongly feel that Trump while offering arbitration
in Kashmir to the visiting PM Imran Khan (IK),
had already hobnobbed with Modi to resolve the
dispute on Indian terms and not on the basis of
UN resolutions. After convincing IK of his good
intentions, Trump would have given a green signal
to Modi to go ahead with his plan.

•

These assumptions stand to reason when seen
in context with the world disinterest and woeful
reaction and Modi brimming with confidence even
after over 60-day curfew.

•

India is still in aggressive mode as is seen from
continued incidents across the CFL, and India’s
defence minister Rajnath Singh haughtily stating
that the only dispute left to settle is PoK. He also
threatened nuclear war. There is no letup in the
scorched earth policy in IOK.

Reasons behind August 5 action
•

•

•
•

Highly disturbed internal situation of Pakistan due
to political and economic instability, surged up
foreign debts, polarized politics, divided society,
ongoing acts of terror and tense geo-political
environment encouraged Modi to take the risk.
The other compelling factors were that both IOK
and Afghanistan were slipping out of the hands of
India and it had virtually been made irrelevant in
Afghan affairs where it has invested more than $ 3
billion.
Yet another worry is the embargo imposed by USA
on oil imports from Iran and curtailment of Indian
funding in development of Chahbahar Port.
India as well as USA and Israel had become wary
of the possibility of new emerging economic
block comprising Russia, China, Pakistan, Iran,
Afghanistan under Taliban, Turkey, Central Asian
Republics and Arab States veering towards CPEC.
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Conclusions
•

India is principally responsible for the 75000
fatalities incurred by Pakistan and the financial loss
of $125 billion.

•

In order to hide its sins in IOK and against Pakistan,
India launched a well-orchestrated media war to
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paint Pakistan in black and to whiten its own sins.
•

Our pacifist policy helped our enemies to place all
their sins at the doorsteps of Pakistan and to make
Pakistan a convenient scapegoat, a punching bag
and a whipping boy.

•

One-sided disinformation campaign helped India to
convince the world that India is peace loving and
Pakistan a radical country and anti-peace.

•

Pakistan was squarely held responsible for the
instability in Afghanistan, and terrorism in IOK and
India.

•

While the recent activation of diplomatic front by
Pakistan though belated is an encouraging step,
however, no amount of diplomacy, pleadings or
threats would make Modi reverse his August 5
decision. Diplomatic and political moves are mere
gimmicks and would not lead to a solution.

•

India had managed to hoodwink the world and
illegally retain IOK for the last 72 years. Why
should it throw away its gains it has acquired
without going to war with Pakistan, when politically,
diplomatically and militarily it stands on a very
strong wicket?

•

Pakistan on the other hand stands on a weak wicket
owing to frail internal front.

•

Trump can put sense in Modi’s mind but he has no
intention to do so as is evident from his demeanor.

•

The UN is the handmaiden of USA and not much
may be expected from it.

•

OIC is a deadwood while the Muslim world is a
house divided and has already shown its apathy.

•

EU will stand by the US, while Russia may adopt a
neutral stance.

•

China, Turkey and Malaysia are the only three
countries supporting the cause of Kashmiris, which
is not enough.

•

To once again lean on unpredictable and double
dealing USA instead of gravitating towards RussiaChina for support was unwise.

•

Before the curfew, the Kashmiris were battling with
the occupiers with sticks, stones and bare hands.
The diehard freedom fighters in IOK that are in few
hundreds are still defiant and have not been cowed
down by the 950,000 Indian soldiers and RSS
hooligans equipped with license to kill and rape.

•

With death staring in their eyes and pushed against

the wall, the only options available to 10 million
caged Kashmiris are either to get slaughtered
like sheep, or else die valiantly after killing
few occupiers. Since the second option is more
honorable and more likely, that is why IK reminded
the UN and the world of the possibility of bloodbath
once the curfew is lifted.
•

This option is very much applicable to 180 million
Muslims in India who are being systematically
lynched or Hinduised under a calculated program to
cleanse India of the Muslims, Christians and Sikhs
by end 2021 and make India a Hindu State.

•

The 4 million Assamese need to watch out since
CM Assam and Central Government are building
special detention centres for them on the lines of
Nazis extermination camps for the Jews.

•

Khalistan movement has got energized while
Nagaland has declared independence which do not
auger well for the integrity of India.

•

In case India succeeds in digesting IOK on the
Israeli model applied in Gaza Strip - West Bank,
it will initiate covert operations and psychological
operations in AJK and GB to create unrest. It
has already planned to pushout about 4 million
Kashmiris from J&K into a buffer zone or into AJK
to create another set of problems for Pakistan.

•

The US and Israel would support the plan since
whole of J&K controlled by India would provide
an ideal alternative military base to USA after its
withdrawal from Afghanistan to keep a watch over
all the regional countries.

•

Indian controlled J&K might also tempt Trump to
exercise this inhuman methodology in Afghanistan
to convert his defeat into victory. Obama had
initiated the drone war. Trump might escalate the
military ladder by dropping series of mother of all
bombs in eastern and southern Afghanistan as well
as in FATA to crush the Taliban movement. He has
given a hint in this regard after cancelling peace
talks abruptly.

•

Supporters of Kashmiris in Pakistan, particularly
JKLF and reined in Jihadi groups are itching to
cross the ceasefire line and rescue the agonizing
Kashmiris. Their numbers have crossed 2,50,000
and the figure is likely to swell. Their patience is
fast wearing out.

•

But for the electrified fence along the LoC which is
reinforced by Israeli fitted radars and three-layered
15
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defence in depth – thanks to Gen Musharraf –
crossing of the line would not have been a problem.
It will be suicidal to puncture holes in the barbed
wire and to breach the defences.
•

The volunteers are, however, ready to go ahead in
big numbers and their forays would become easier
if the civilians stage a million strong march toward
the CFL. They are waiting for a go-ahead signal
from the government and are looking forward for
the support of deployed troops along the dividing
line.

•

Kashmiris living abroad are staging protests and
sending cash donations for the Kashmir cause.

•

Fervor of the people has put IK in a dilemma since
he is against this venture. Threat of lockdown of
Islamabad by Maulana Fazlur Rahman on October
27 and crunched economy are other pressure points
for the government.

Some suggestions
•

Diplomatic offensive must be kept at high pitch to
fully expose the ugly face of fascist Modi and his
extremist BJP pursuing Nazis ideology. There must
not be any let up in this even if India tries to be
friendly.

•

It is an abnormal development and it warrants
initiation of abnormal steps. There is an urgent
need to reconvert unarmed resistance into armed
insurgency as was the case from 1989 till 2009. It
would require supply of arms to freedom fighters in
IOK and activation of AJK as an operational base.

•

There is a need to galvanize some of the 19 major
separatist movements in India. Of these, Khalistan
movement should be supported to pay India in the
same coin as it had done in 1971.

•

We now have a just cause to do away with defeatist
defensive policy and opt for offensive defence and
hit at right spots to cause maximum pain to India.

What are we waiting for? Are we waiting for India to
take the next step of attacking AJK and GB and then
respond? We must remember that due to our inward
looking defensive policy, we couldn’t build perimeter
of security. Today we are devoid of breathing space and
we have allowed India to breathe fire on our necks. Iran
on the other hand built a perimeter of security which
has enabled it to keep US military deployed in Persian
Gulf at bay since last May.
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REFERENDUM IN HELD
KASHMIR IS NEED OF HOUR
As the entire nation observed
Black Day in support of the
people of Indian held Kashmir.
Prime Minister Imran Khan asked
his Indian counterpart to hold
referendum in the occupied valley
as certain whether the people there
agreed the status of the region for
Mr. Kanwar
the so-called welfare of Kashmir. Muhammad
Dilshad
National and international analysis
are of the view that Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) is
passing through difficult time because of Nerendra
Modi’s refusal to accept their rights and his party’s
anti-Muslim agenda. Modi government has launched a
nationwide anti-Muslim agenda that regards Muslims
as unpatriotic.
Sources of Kashmiris’ right to self-determination are
UN Resolutions and their struggle is indigenous and
sustained Indian oppression of the residents of IHK
means Pakistan now needs to do little to keep Kashmir
issue alive.
Modi seeks to tire out the Kashmiri resistance on the
advice of a former intelligence chief Ajit Doval who is
now national security adviser, This involves refusing
to acknowledge the roots of the Jammu and Kashmir
problem, treating it instead as a mere security issue that
can be managed by giving the security forces a free
hand.
Towns, villages and campuses across Kashmir seethe
with hatred and bitterness at Modi’s anti-Muslim
agenda. Mod’s government anti-Muslim propaganda is
strengthened by complete lockdown of IHK. Lack of
facilities and the absence of political engagement has
estranged Kashmiri people further.
India, yet again is distressingly trying to link the
Kashmiris’ struggle for their right to self-determination
with the alleged Pakistan sponsored cross-LOC
terrorism. The world, nonetheless, has now seen through
its false flag operations and disinformation tirades.
With one stroke of the pen, India’s Hindu extremist
government, one-sidedly changed the status of IHK,
divided and made this Muslim-majority state part
of its union territory, without taking into account the
will of the Kashmiris and violating the United Nations
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resolutions and its bilateral agreements with Pakistan.
This illegal Indian bid to assimilate occupied Kashmir
is an open act of war and it must be understood as such.
Narendra Modi known as Butcher of Gujrat was
registered among the top ten terrorists of the world
whose entry to USA remained banned for long for his
terrorist activities against minority Muslim population
in Gujrat.
His crimes against humanity in the IHK where the Indian
Army under his command is committing unparalleled
ruthlessness in terms of mass murdering, mass
blinding through pelleting, rapes, tortures, enforced
disappearances, political repression and suppression of
freedom of speech are also unforgivable.
The innocent Kashmiris are just demanding their
genuine right of implementation of Resolutions of
United Nations Security Council. Now their voice is
being silenced by bullets, inflicting all kind of brutalities,
complete lockdown of the valley, denying access to
international media and human rights organization
there.
PM Narendra Modi is an active member of RSS –
A Terrorist organization, which is involved in the
massacre of Muslims and other minorities in India and
his own hands are stained with the blood of thousands of
innocents Muslims and Christians who are the citizens
of his own country and now he is replicating the same
in Kashmir.
Pakistan will continue to remain the voice of Kashmiris
in all international forums especially the UN until
justice is done and they are able to exercise their right
to self-determination. Pakistan will never abandon the
Kashmiris in their struggle to end the Indian occupation
and demand the right of self-determination, in line with
UN resolutions. Standing up and fighting for Kashmir
is Pakistan’s moral duty and a national cause.
The world leaders should also show sharp clarity of
mind, emotional belief, conviction and an unyielding
commitment to stand up for Kashmir, come what
may. The problem is that the US needs India to
counterbalance China and manage its rise, and the
US need its vast market to diversify their economies
whereas the Kashmiris need their inalienable right to
self-determination.
These mismatched patterns of interests need dexterous

and superior diplomacy to resolve the issue, otherwise,
they will also ruin the investment atmosphere and the
lucrative market so much sought after, and wear away
investment opportunities and profits for the US-led
West and its allies.
If no solution of Kashmir dispute is found, the
predictions of an Indo-Pak conventional-nuclear war,
stalking in the background, will further complicate
the situation, endangering the region and the world.
Kashmir, a long-neglected but enduring dispute, now
stands internationalized and revitalized, now it must be
settled.
This Indian oppression, persistent as it is in its
mercilessness, savagery and ferociousness, will
inexorably induce a forceful response; a huge,
widespread, homegrown, resistance movement, a
vibrant and positive Kashmiri intifada. Such a struggle
for the right to self-determination has the endorsement
of international law and the Kashmiris are well within
their rights to seek and receive outside assistance for it.
Modi’s focus on economic restructuring is actually
disguising the more and more brazen and brutal
harassment, in many cases, clear persecution of India’s
Christian and Muslim minorities.
Modi’s rise to power has gone hand in hand with
growing Hindu intolerance of Christianity and Islam.
Fanatic adherents of radical Hindu nationalism regard
both faiths as foreign imports that do not belong to
Indian soil.
Prejudice against Muslims and Christians is deeply
ingrained in India. Contrary to the Indian constitution,
Muslims and Christians are denied government benefits
in the discrimination-marred Hindu society. Buddhists
and Sikhs do receive benefits, including access to
education and government employment, because their
faiths, unlike Christianity and Islam, did originate in
India.
For years, the nation’s Christian and Muslim leaders
have been lobbying the government and the supreme
court of India to grant Muslims and Christians their
constitutional rights as a matter of social justice, but to no
avail. Over the past years, chronic mistrust and disdain
of Christianity and Islam have evolved into downright
antagonism and aggression. This is happening in the
shape of mob violence at the grassroots but also at the
level of state legislatures, in the form of discriminatory
17
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legislation.
Muslims and Christians have no confidence in the Modi
government as India has been divided on the basis of
religious belief. India’s 200 million Muslims have been
affected by efforts to ban the slaughter of cows. Some
Muslims have already been killed in mob violence, on
suspicion of having eaten beef or slaughtered a cow.
The BJP is also determined to downplay the Indian-ness
of the Taj Mahal, the 17-century Islamic architectural
marvel.
For Hindu nationalists, this jewel of India is a symbol of
centuries of Muslim rule in the region. Prime Minister
Modi has referred to that period as a time of slavery,
similar to the British colonial period. Uttar Pradesh,
India’s largest state, no longer features the Taj Mahal in
its tourist brochure.
The time has come for the US and other Western
nations to apply pressure on the Modi government.
India must commit to taking concrete measures to rein
in Hindu fanaticism and intolerance. It must guarantee
and protect the human rights of all religious minorities,
especially India’s Christians and Muslims.

IS KASHMIR BEING
VICTIMISED FOR KARTARPUR
CORRIDOR PEACE INITIATIVE,
AFGHANISTAN OR CPEC?
On 5th Aug 2019, Indian Premiere
Modi took an illegal act of revoking
Article 370 about the status of
Kashmir. The article included six
special provisions; out of two focal
ones; firstly, it exempted the State
from the complete applicability of
the Constitution of India, secondly, Dr. Hasan Yaser
other constitutional powers of the
Central Government could be extended only with
the concurrence of Constituent Assembly, which was
dissolved on 17 November 1956. The revocation also
led to abrogation of Article 35 A which was adopted to
protect the property, job and professional educational
rights of Permanent Resident of Jammu and Kashmir
(person who was a state subject on May 14, 1954,
or who has been a resident of the state for 10 years).
Before discussing a way forward it will prudent to
discuss a possible reasons or the combination that led
Modi Government to transform demographical changes
in Kashmir, it will be prudent to analyze the possible
reasons which led to barbaric decision of Modi.
Probable Reasons
Before discussing a way out it will be prudent to
discuss possible reasons that led premier Modi to take
this illegal action to revoke article 370 and 35 A. This
paper will encompass only the major possible reasons.

In any case Pakistan is not going to be a
theocratic state - to be ruled by priests
with a divine mission. We have many
non-muslims - Hindus, Christians and
Parsis - but they are all Pakistanis. They
will enjoy the same rights and privileges
as any other citizens and will play their
part in Pakistan’s affairs.
18

Firstly, Imran Khan’s decision to open 4.7 kilometer
long, Kartarpur Corridor for 24 million Sikhs with
visa free entry to commemorate 550th birth day of
Sikh Religion Founder; Baba Guru Nanak Sahib on 12
November 2019 raised security concerns for Premier
Modi. However, while laying the foundation stone on
28 November 2018, Premier Imran Khan said, “There
have been mistakes on both sides, but we will not be
able to move forward until we break the chains of the
past. The past is there only to teach us, not for us to
live in.” The initiative will not only provide shortest
access for Sikhs to pay homage to Gurdwara Sahib but
will also assist in improving relations between Pakistan
and India. As per the assessment of World Bank it was
stated that through this corridor, religious tourism could
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However, India is concerned that 77 per cent of
Sikhs are concentrated in state of Punjab; bordering
Pakistan. Hence in case of war it will be difficult
for India to get local support along Pakistani border.
•

As Sikh diaspora is spread across the world hence,
Pakistan’s Kartarpur initiative is being supported
all across the globe, which is truly an eye sore for
Premier Modi.

On 3rd Aug 2019, once Pakistan announced the
completion of 90 per cent work on Kartarpur Corridor;
Premier Modi felt frustrated and brutally revoked the
article 370 and 35A in response.
exceed to 300,000 persons per year in which will bring
in 300 million $ annually for Pakistan. Kartarpur peace
initiative was not liked by the fundamentalist Hindus
as 24 million Indian Sikhs are considered as enemy of
India. History bears witness that while trying to oppress
Khalistan freedom movement; Indian Government
even attacked the Golden Temple under a week long
operation ‘Blue Star’ in June 1984 which ultimately
resulted in killing of Indian Premier Indira Ghandi by
her Sikh bodyguards Satwant Singh and Beant Singh
in October same year1. The relations between Sikh
and Hindu community are so strained that the peaceful
initiative of Kartarpur Corridor is being considered as a
security threat by India.
•

India has revealed its concerns that the corridor
might be used by Pakistan to undermine India’s
security. However it is significant to highlight that it
will be Sikhs coming to Pakistan hence it can affect
the Pakistan security instead of India2.

Second reason could be the unrealistic Indian claim
of Gilgit Baltistan being Part of Kashmir with a view
to avoid the development of CPEC, however, it will
be significant to review the past. It will be prudent to
recognize that Gilgit Baltistan was formulated into
Gilgit Agency in 1935 by British as it was taken on
60 years lease which was cancelled on 1st Aug 19474.
Later inhabitants of Gilgit Baltistan revolted against
Hindu ruler; under command of Major Brown, Captain
S. A. Mathieson and Subedar Major Babar Khan on 13
Oct 1947 which caused in capture of Gilgit Baltistan
on 16 Nov 1947; hence an area of 29,814 square miles
came under the administrative control of Pakistan.
Governor Ghansara Singh was arrested5. It is substantial
to understand that successful revolt is also a source of
law6.
Thirdly; as India is losing it’s much desired; politicoeconomic maneuvering space in Afghanistan hence
India considers it as its compensatory right to make a
bargain and illegally annex Kashmir with India. In other
words it can be said that Premier Modi thinks that the
U.S has allowed India to capture Kashmir in return to
supporting Pakistan for helping the U.S for a successful
peace agreement in Afghanistan. India has invested
about $ U.S 14 billion in Afghanistan; under the U.S
support and was considering to it be the power to fill
the vacuum once the U.S forces leave Afghanistan.

•

India thinks that Kartarpur Corridor will be used
for support of Khalistan freedom struggle. Recent
surge in Sikh separatist movements is being
contextualized in the same manner3.

•

In accordance with 2019 estimates, there are 24
million Sikhs in India and being a minority, they
are being dealt brutally by Modi Government.

1.
2.
3.
4.

“1984: Assassination and revenge”. BBC News. 31 October 1984. Archived from the original on 15 February 2009. Retrieved 23 January 2009.
Shivam Vij, Why Kartarpur Sikh corridor is a very big deal for India-Pakistan relations, The Print, 23 November 2018.
Suhasini Haider, What does Kartarpur signify for India-Pakistan ties?, The Hindu, 1 December 2018.
Ashish Shukla. (2019). “Recent Developments in Gilgit-Baltistan”, Indian Comcil of World Affairs, View Point, March 19, 2019, retrieved from
https://icwa.in/pdfs/VP/2014/RecentDevlopVP19032019.pdf.
Manoj Joshi (2016). “Why India needs to think through its policy on Gilgit-Baltistan and POK”, Observer Research Foundation, Washington,
USA. August 26, 2016.
Kermit L Hall. (2002). The Oxford Companion to American Law, Oxford University Press, pp.448.

5.
6.
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will also give more political mileage to BJP in future.
Even in case Modi Government comes under pressure
the invoke the articles the best option for Premier
Modi will be to resign; hence becoming a political and
religious legacy for Hindus at least.
Fifthly, the revocation of articles have also affected
the ‘One China Policy’ as Jammu and Kashmir also
includes Chinese claimed Laddakh region; basing on
MacDonald and Macartney Lines since British rule in
India. Presently it is in Indo-U.S interest to influence
China against the U.S interests by interfering in
Chinese sensitivities. Five primary probable reasons
have been discussed in this paper that could have
contributed towards the illegal change of Kashmiri
status. Evaluation of these reasons will prove to be
prudent to adopt a pragmatic way forward.
Treaties broken by Premier Modi
Firstly, it did not take care of the UN Resolution number
48 that was adopted on 21 April 1948. In accordance to
which Pakistan withdrew its tribesmen from Kashmir,
however, Indian Government neither pulled back its
forces nor ensured an impartial plebiscite.

Now as India was losing it influence in Afghanistan
that too against Pakistan hence it was trying to sabotage
the on-going peace agreement between the U.S and
Afghanistan Talibans7. Hence being a strategic ally
Premier Modi considered it to an opportunity to make
some gains even in an illegal and a brutal manner.
Fourthly, during 2019 General Election BJP led alliance
won 353 seats against 52 of Indian National Congress
out of total 545; hence allowing BJP two third majority.
This unprecedented victory allowed Premier Modi to
take any decision against the Muslim minority in Hindu
dominated India. Although the sane Indian including the
politicians from parties like Indian National Congress
have considered it against much projected secularism,
however wining election with such a majority in this
globalized world has strengthen the Modi Government
and has afforded it an opportunity to take this decision
which will has not only strengthen the Hindu legacy but
7.

In case of Shimla Pact, Premier Modi flouted the
clauses that “pending the final settlement of any of the
problems between the two countries, neither side shall
unilaterally alter the situation”.
Thirdly the LOC resulting from the cease-fire of Dec
1971 shall be respected by both sides” however, India
has violated it a number of times resulting in thousands
of innocent deaths. India always provokes as both sides
of LOC are inhibited by Muslims.
Even the provision of Lahore Declaration adopted on 21
Feb 2019 to reaffirm India and Pakistan’s commitment
to find a peaceful resolution to the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir was willfully ignored.
Way-forward
Pakistan is now free to fight back as India has broken
the treaty, however, it will be pragmatic to complete
the due diplomatic process first. As per the injunctions
of Holy Qur’an; mentioned in Chapter number 8 and
verse number 72 it is obligatory to help or fight for the
oppressed Kashmiri. Holy Qur’an further informs in

Parany Kumar shome,(2019), Following the conclusion of the eighth round of peace talks between the U.S. and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar, a
pressing question has emerged: what is India’s role in the peace process?, 8 Aug 2019.
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Chapter number 8 and verse 73 that if the believers will
not fight the oppressor, the fitnah (disaster) will further
expand, hence we are obliged to fight for Kashmiris.
As India has tried to sabotage the global peace and UN
resolution hence it should be put under economic and
military sanctions by UN and all the global powers till
the time Kashmiris get the right of self-determination
either to join Pakistan or India. In other case, if Pakistan
is compelled to fight alone then Pakistan it should
hurt the enemy where it affects him the most. Before
adoption of an option of an all-out war or completing
the exterior manoeuvre Pakistan should concentrate on
following:
Firstly, Pakistan should exploit all the separatists
movements in India by not only supporting the
Kashmiri and Sikh freedom struggle but will also to
other main 33 Separatist movements in states of Tripura,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur, Assam and, Nagaland
and Gorkha in a state based sham secular democracy8.
It is fact that only Naxalites movement is operative in
27 states and 60 districts in India. International Court
of Justice has agreed that Indian Naval Commander
Kulbhushan Yadav was involved in planning and
execution of terrorism in Pakistan. Former Indian
Premier Manmohan Singh explained Kashmir as, “the
single biggest internal-security challenge”9.
Constantly, Pakistan must try to destroy the Indian

Foreign Investment by targeting the offices or setups of
international companies, it will be significant to know
that Indian have already boycotted the Multi National
Food Chains like Macdonald, Uber Eats and Zamato
for serving Halal Meat in Hindu majority country.
Apart from food chains Indigo Air Line is also on the
list again for serving Halal food10. Pakistan must not
leave any stone unturned to damage the Indian Foreign
Investment.
It will be significant to know that due to above
mentioned facets in combination with global protests,
even the protests by sane Indian against the revocation
of articles and de morale Indian troops it is likely that
once again Premiere Modi will become under extreme
pressure, which will compel Modi government to adopt
the old option of waging war against Pakistan once
again to ease the pressure. Hence Pakistan should be
ready to go for an all-out war.
Introduction
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International Relations and Special Education
and Ph.D. in International Relations his thesis is
titled as Strategic Significance of Gwadar Deep
Sea Port: Regional and extra regional dimensions
and is expert on BRI and CPEC. He has a few
International Research Contributions to his credit.
Dr. is a Chartered Member of Institute of Logistics
& Transportation (UK) and Research Fellow at
Pakistan Navy War College.

8.

Harrison. S. Sling, The Challenge to Indian Nationalism (1956), Foreign Affairs, Jayshree, Bajoria (2008) The Council on Foreign Relations,
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/nationalism-china Accessed on 13 April 2019.
9. EveryCRSRReport.com. (July 31, 2006 – September 1, 2011). India: Domestic Issues, Strategic Dynamics, and U.S. Relations, RL33529, retrieved
from https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RL33529.html.
10. Bilal Khuchay. (2019).” McDonald’s faces boycott threats in India for serving halal meat”, Aljazeera, 26 Aug 2019, retrieved from https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/mcdonald-faces-boycott-threats-india-serving-halal-meat-190826083241873.html.

21

December 2019

PAKISTAN - NEW NARRATIVE
1. General.
The raison d’être
of Pakistan was a slow and
gradual realization of a new
reality that Indian sub-continent
was inhabited by two-nations.
Of course before the Peace of
Bakhtiar
Westphalia (1648); political world
existed as dynasties, kingdoms, and princely states
or domains. The phenomenon of democracy, adult
franchise and nation states did not exist; neither
there was the concept of secular state. Cuis regio cius
religio i.e., whoever governed decided the religion.
It was Mughal Empire, and Mughal India, later it
became British India; of course as a colony. As the
British had to leave India, the two communities,
had since grown to be two ‘nations’; with an unsurmountable political movement to divide India,
by the Muslims, into Muslim Pakistan and Hindu
Bharat. Seeing the evolution of two-nations in
India, over the centuries, Quaid M A Jinnah, once
said, ‘Pakistan was came in to existence the day
first Indian national embraced Islam’.
1.1 Pakistan was the only country in the world
which was created in the name of Islam. It is
very important before Pakistan is seen and
boxed and grouped with rest of the Muslim
world, by the Pakistanis and the other states.

1.2.3 “…people of Pakistan may prosper and
attain their rightful and honored place
amongst the nations of the World and
make their full contribution towards
international peace and progress and
happiness of humanity”3
1.3 Here is how the Founding Father viewed and
desired the Foreign Policy of Pakistan.
1.3.1 “Our foreign policy is one of friendliness
and goodwill towards all the nations of
the world. We do not cherish aggressive
designs against any country or nations.
We believe in the principles of honesty
and fair play in national and international
dealings and are prepared to make the
utmost contribution to the promotion of
peace and prosperity among the nations
of the world. Pakistan will never be found
lacking in extending its material and moral
support to the oppressed and suppressed
people of the world and upholding the
principles of the United Nations Charter”ii
1.3.2 “There is nothing that we desire more
ardently than to live in peace and let others
live in peace, and develop our country
according to our own lights without
outside interference, and improve the lot
of the common man.”4

1.2 The concept of ‘Islam and Ummah’, over arched 2. Is today’s Pakistan reflecting the expression and
the international relations of Pakistan. It has
commitment of M A Jinnah for Pakistan to be”-been made part of the Constitution of Pakistani.
-a Muslim, liberal, democratic and modern nation
Here are three excerpts from the Preamble:
state…; if so a new narrative would not have been
a necessity. Well the deficiencies and shortfalls are
1.2.1 “Whereas sovereignty over the entire
not the fault of Pakistan’s exhibited history alone.
Universe belongs to Almighty Allah
International relations are being led and conducted;
alone and the authority to be exercised by
especially after WW II, under the following
the people of Pakistan within the limits
1
fundamentals of ‘Realism’.
prescribed by Him is a sacred trust;”
1.2.2 “Wherein principles of democracy,
freedom, equality, tolerance and social
justice as enunciated by Islam, shall be
fully observed,”2 and
1.
2.
3.
4.

2.1 State is all sovereign. Whatever it will decided,
in its self-defined national interests is right. It
has all the right to use force.
2.2 There is no over-arching body or rule. It is what

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973.
Ibid p 65
Ibid p 62.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Speeches as Governor General, 1947-48, Feroze sons, Karachi, p11
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two or more states decide to abide by, follow
and set as reference ideal; call it a Treaty.

4.2 Keeping the air and water healthy for all living
creatures.

2.3 Many, theories of international relations
evolved with the beginning of 20th Century.
The Theory of Liberalism; which lived for a
short period, was the beginning. It focused on
three principles:

4.3 Developing financial systems, bodies and
structures which help eliminate exploitation.
Rather than making and reinforcing a rich North
against poor South.

2.3.1 Equality of human beings, and equal
rights.
2.3.2 Rejection of power politics.
2.3.3 Equal status for all states.
2.3.4 Promotion of international co-operation.
2.3.5 Promotion and supporting the role of
international organization and nongovernmental actors as preferred options
for world’s benevolence.
3. As of Today. Leaving aside the question for the time
being; has Pakistan fulfilled the ideals and corner
stone of its Constitution and the vision of Founding
Father, we can make an effort to draft and describe
a Narrative for 21st Century. Writing it down would
be just one part, a lot more would depend how we
promulgate it, spread it far and wide and more than
that support it with policies and execution.
TWENTY FIRST CENTURY- NARRATIVE
4. We, the mankind are all sons and daughters of one
soul. Therefore, Modi and Trump and Netanyahu and
all Pakistanis are biologically bros. We are all equal
shareholders of the resources of nature and in the
ownership of His universe. Our rights are equal and
so are the responsibilities to maintain and keep the
world peace, equitable opportunities of prosperity
and growth in all possible fields of human growth.
Oppressors, exploiters and criminals are common
enemies; we pledge to fight together against all
excesses and crimes against humanity; e.g., right
of opinion, own property, access to resources, right
of all for health and education and run their lives
by the free choice of faith, collective wisdom and
self-rule and fair play. We have no national interests
but international goals and objectives, like making
policies and working hand-in-hand to and for:
4.1 Making it a drug free world, rather than one,
making money out of it.

4.4 There are millions who are underfed and facing
desertification. And millions looking forward
to buy paper, pencil and a book and to join a
school.
4.5 There are millions living as refugees on His
land, whose vice-reagent they were.
4.6 Kurds, Rohingya, Palestinians and Kashmiris
all looking for to be equal sons and daughters
of Adam, pbuh.

RETIRING?
“Goat! You are retired!”
If that really is the case,
Then I should say
I now announce that
I am retiring from retirement!”
		 [(Nelson Mandela(1)].
Dr. R M Ikram Azam

Retiring from formal service to earn
one’s livelihood
Certainly does not mean retirement from life
That happen only on
The cammand of the Creator, Recaller and Redeemer!
But so long as one is sound in mind and body
One is sterling solvent to live one’s second life
On liberation from job restraints
As God’s second gift
To live creatively, as one wishes
Devoting oneself to a noble cause
And an enlightened mission
Like the service of society and humanity
In pursuit of Perpetual Peace
By our inherent talents
Developing them to full fruition
On sweet scented sunset, twilight blossoming
Perfuming the precincts, far and wide
Wafted on the wings of sky rising winds!
(1) Ndaba Mandela. 11 Lessons from Nelson Mandela.
Windmill Books, London, UK; 2018; (P. 211).
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PAKISTAN-MALAYSIA
RELATIONS: A Hope for the
Region
1. Introduction. Ladies and
gentlemen, Assalamo Alaikum
It is a matter of great pleasure and honor
for me to be given the opportunity of
addressing such eminent personalities
from Pakistan and Malaysia. Today, I Dr. Maqsooda Hussain
will be talking to you about relations
between these two countries and their common features
followed by some recommendations for further
strengthening their friendly relations.
Both Pakistan and Malaysia are Muslim countries
situated in Asia. Both had been former colonies of the
British Empire during the same period in the history and
got independence in the middle of the twentieth century.
With unstable economies, both countries had been
struggling to provide better socio-economic facilities to
their people. Malaysia, however, has rapidly prospered
over time and it is in fact one of the fast developing
countries in Asia. Today it is considered as one of the
greatest economies of the world and Pakistan aspires to
follow their footsteps.
We, Pakistanis get lot of inspiration from Malaysia’s
rapid and steady development and progress. Malaysia
holds a significant place as a friendly country for
Pakistan. Pakistan really looks up to their economic
development and harmonious multi-ethnic culture.
Both countries enjoy strong friendly relations. They
have numerous common features including domains of
religion, history and ways of life.
2. Relations between Pakistan and Malaysia
Dear audience let me take pride in sharing that PakistanMalaysian bilateral relations have remained warm and
cordial except for a short break of about eleven months
following Indo-Pak War in 1965. The relations were
resumed with the help of another friendly country, Iran.
Since then, Pakistan has been a supporter of Federation
of Malaysia. It refused to accept the non-inclusion of
Brunei and exclusion of Singapore from Malaysian
Federation. Pakistan established its relations with these
countries only when Malaysia did so. Khoso, rightly
identifies in an article,
“In fact, this relationship took momentum after
24

Shah of Iran restored deteriorated relations between
Pakistan and Malaysia in 1966. Since then both
countries are heading towards smooth political,
diplomatic, defense and economic partnership.”
There is a lot of harmony between Pakistan and
Malaysia on regional and global issues. Existing
possibilities for significant and dynamic relationships
are open. However, the role of both countries is to
assume greater responsibility in future as developments
are likely to unfold on regional as well as global scales.
There is potential to work-out specific agreements, both
at government and non-government levels, regarding
vision, goals and strategies regarding their relationship.
Ladies and gentlemen, Malaysia holds a significant
place as a friend of Pakistan. Both countries are
members of United Nations (UN) and Organization of
Islamic Conference (OIC). In order to fuel the economy
of Pakistan and Malaysia, the countries entered into
Free Trade Agreement (FTA), specifically known
as Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership
Agreement (MPCEPA) in 2008. The import of Palm
oil and its products, by Pakistan, from Malaysia had
been increasing since FTA. Rapid population growth,
expansion of domestic food industry, and higher
industrial demand for crude palm oil increased the
intake of palm oil which in turn has boosted in import
of Malaysian palm oil. Today Pakistan is amongst the
biggest buyers of palm oil from Malaysia.
The population of Pakistan is increasing faster
than its economic progression. This has increased
unemployment ratio. Pakistan is a hard working nation
and can do wonders if given appropriate opportunities.
We have benefitted by the rapid economic growth of
Malaysia as great number of people from Pakistan
add to their labor force thus contributing towards ever
increasing economic progress of Malaysia.
A policy of “Vision East Asia” was launched by Pakistan
in October 2003. The main objective of this was to
strengthen friendship bonds with East Asian countries.
Under this policy Pakistan has been continuously
engaged with the countries of East Asia including
Malaysia. In order to meet the new challenges and
international standards, Malaysia is trying to modernize
its military forces. Pakistan’s defense industry has
come a long way from making small arms in the last
few decades. It has become an important player in the
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world’s arms industry. This industry is a global industry
and business, which manufactures and sells weapons
and military technology and equipment. Pakistan
defense cooperation extended towards Malaysia is
noteworthy and it has also shown interest in sharing
military knowledge with Malaysia through various
courses and military trainings held for army personnel
of both countries. More cooperation is desired for
meeting the emerging challenges of 21st century.
Both countries have acknowledged the importance
of cooperation in different sectors like Information
and Communication Technology (ICT), life sciences,
biotechnology, wireless technology and joint Research
and Development in other sectors of technology.
From the inception of Islam, politics and religion have
had blur boundaries. Actually they have been intertwined
both hypothetically as well as practically. A program of
Islamization was launched in Pakistan during 70’s and
80’s. The Islamization period in Malaysia lasted for two
decades (1979-97). This process of Islamization in both
countries was not so much about Islam as it was about
the state. It was in contrast with the popular culture,
in which most people are “personally” very religious
but not “publically” religious. This resulted in conflicts
among various sects and ethnic groups. On the other
hand, Islam in popular culture is particularly powerful
in Southeast Asia where flexible and extensive forms
of “popular Islam” have existed for centuries. Popular
Islam belongs to the common people or the masses
as opposed to the traditional official forms of Islam
synchronized by a small group of elites.
3. Some Common Features
There are several common attributes between the two
countries in term of religion, history and ways of life.
3.1 Location
Pakistan and Malaysia both are situated in the continent
of Asia. Malaysia is located in Southeast Asia whereas
Pakistan is located in South Asia. Pakistan’s strategic
location at a crossroads of political and religious
ideologies has kept it at the forefront of world events.
3.2 Multi-ethnic and Multi-cultural
Pakistan and Malaysia are multi-ethnic and multicultural, the biggest challenge for such state is to sustain
national unity and promote integration. Both countries
deal with similar problems like ethnic issues, state-

society relations, the authoritarian nature of the ruling
establishment and economic survival. Malaysia is a
good example of multi-ethnic and multi racial state that
promotes ethnic harmony, communal peace and rapid
economic progress. Malaysia has passed the initial stage
of nation building process and has united society on the
basis of economic and political participation. Pakistan
is still facing ethnic and ideological problems which
have resulted in economic and political instability.
3.3 Early History
Centuries of shared history, culture, beliefs and values
unite Pakistan and Malaysia. History reveals that
evidence of modern human habitation in Malaysia
dates back 40,000 years. In the Malay Peninsular, the
first inhabitants are thought to be Negritos. Traders
and settlers from India and China arrived as early as
the first century AD. The territory that now constitutes
Pakistan is considered a cradle of civilization which
was previously home to several ancient cultures,
including the Mehrgarh of the Neolithic and the Bronze
Age Indus Valley Civilization, and was later home
to kingdoms ruled by people of different faiths and
cultures, including Hindus, Indo-Greeks, Muslims,
Turco-Mongols, Afghans and Sikhs.
3.4 Constitution
Constitutions of Pakistan and Malaysia are supreme
and above parliament and judiciary. The constitutions
empower parliaments to make the Federal laws.
Both the countries practice the parliamentary form
of democracy with a similar tradition of authoritarian
traditions of governance. The Constitution of Malaysia
and Constitution of Pakistan declare Islam as the state
religion allowing freedom of religion for non-Muslims.
3.5 Independence from British Empire
Pakistan and Malaysia were former colonies of British
Empire. Malaysia has its origins in the Malay kingdoms
present in the area which, from the 18th century, became
subject to the British Empire and achieved independence
on 31 August 1957. The area that comprised now
Pakistan was also invaded by the British Empire in the
Eighteenth century. Pakistan became independent on
14 August 1947. We got independence a little earlier
but in the same month.
3.6 Government System
Pakistan and Malaysia have multi-party political
25
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system. The head of government, in both countries,
is the Prime Minister. Pakistan is an Islamic and
Federal Parliamentary Republic and Islam is its state
religion. The prime minister of Pakistan exercises
the sole executive powers while prime minister of
Malaysia is also the head of government. Executive
power is exercised by the federal government and state
governments. The state plays crucial role in dealing
with the ethnic problems.
3.7 Flags
The flags of both countries have a star and a
crescent which are the symbols of Islam.
3.8 Demographic Index
a. Both countries have large population.
b. The age breakdown
Age

Malaysia

Pakistan

%age of population

%age of population

0-14 years

25.02 %

35.01 %

15-64 years

69.09 %

60.5 %

65 + years

5.89 %

4.49 %

c. Gender ratio
Gender

Malaysia

Pakistan

Female

48 %

49 %

Male

52 %

51 %

%age of women in parliament

14.6 %

21.2 %

Source; http://country-facts.findthedata.com/compare/81-182/
Malaysia-vs-Pakistan

3.9 Dismemberment
Malaysia was united with North Borneo, Sarawak,
and Singapore on 16 September 1963. Less than two
years later in 1965, Singapore was expelled from the
federation. Pakistan comprised of two separate pieces
of land almost 1000 miles away from each other. In
1971, its eastern wing was separated and got the identity
of Bangladesh.
3.10

Small Industries and Handicrafts

Malaysian small industries and handicrafts are
producing excellent work. In Pakistan we have industry
that is based on traditional art work like wood carving,
hand embroidery, cutlery, surgical instruments, sports
goods etc. Malaysian forests and woods are well known
to the whole world, and we are no exception. We, in
Pakistan feel happy and satisfied using Malaysian
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doors in our biggest and fast developing industry of
construction to provide housing for our population.
3.11

Sports

We have some common sports also. Malaysians
love sports and so do we. They play various types of
sports e.g. badminton, bowling, field hockey, tennis,
squash, golf, horse riding, sailing, martial arts and
skate boarding. Cricket, field Hockey and Squash are
among the popular games in Pakistan. Azlaan Shah,
your venerated king is known as father of hockey.
Azlaan Shah Cup (World Hockey) started in 1983, is
a good step to promote sports and especially for the
development of hockey. We in Pakistan keenly watch
the matches between Pakistan and Malaysia. Your
golf clubs are world famous. As I understand the golf
courses around your capital are greater in number than
all such golf courses in our country.
3.12

Tourism

Although Pakistan has the most beautiful landscape
in the world, our tourism has not yet developed as in
Malaysia. We have the highest mountain peaks, fertile
plains and deserts, four seasons, breath taking valleys
and lot more.
4. Recommendations
Southeast Asia has undergone a remarkable industrial
and economic transformation in the last few decades.
“Look East Policy” of Pakistan has been consciously
focused on the renewal of our ties with the Southeast
Asian countries, which have made remarkable progress
in the Asia Pacific Region. Pakistan considers its
relationship with Malaysia to be one of its important
bilateral relationships that has become deepened
and widened in recent years. Nations learn from the
experiences of one another.
4.1 Malaysia can be a good case study for Pakistan
from which we can learn lessons. Malaysia is a
wonderful blend of traditional and modern urban
metropolises nestled in lush, fertile countryside
4.2 Existing bilateral arrangements have to be visualized
keeping in view the emerging needs of the future.
Intellectuals in both countries can play a key role in
this respect
4.3 At public level there is still a little understanding
of Malaysia in Pakistan or of Pakistan in Malaysia
and it is where the issue of perception comes in
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and therefore much emphasis needs to be placed to
create understanding not only among experts but
among ordinary peoples as well. Greater people to
people interaction is recommended.
4.4 Malaysian way of resolving the disagreements
at internal and external levels are credited with
tremendous achievements. Pakistan can learn from
Malaysia.
4.5 Since its independence, Malaysia has had one of
the best economic growth records in Asia, with its
GDP growing at an average of 6.5% per annum for
almost 50 years. Pakistan, on the other hand has not
achieved its economic targets because it is facing
challenging problems, including overpopulation,
terrorism, poverty, illiteracy, and corruption. How
can we learn from Malaysia which travelled from an
exporter palm oil and rubber to a high-technology
hub of the region? I believe that Malaysia’s economic
advantage is its strong export performance as well
as substantial inflows of foreign direct investment.
4.6 More opportunities should be provided to increase
the number of Pakistani labor force in Malaysia.
This would help us in decreasing unemployment in
Pakistan.
4.7 I am highly impressed by your tourism industry
and wish you could share your experiences and
expertise with our tourism department. This is
not only vital for our economic development but
also for building a closer relationship between us.
It would be beneficial if both countries exchange
their expertise to increase the volume of tourism
industry.

to say, Pakistanis are proud of Malaysia.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE.
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4.8 A lot can be done to facilitate cooperation in the
field of sports between both the countries.
4.9 A very important lesson that Pakistan can learn
from Malaysia is the continuity of the democratic
process and investment in human development
rather than in the non-development sectors which
creates friction between state and society.
4.10 And in the last but not the least, to increase
harmony and stability in Pakistan, we have to
follow the Malaysian policy of popular Islam
instead of politicized Islam.
I am highly optimistic about the future relationship
between Malaysia and Pakistan. At the end I would like
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OUR HOME IS ON FIRE
Every human being is born
with a brain and the first cortex
to evolve among the three
is reptilian cortex. Reptilian
cortex is responsible for the
vital functions of the human
body like heartbeat, breathing,
body temperature and balance.
Mr. Fahad Shah
The second cortex to develop is
the Limbic cortex which is responsible for recording
memories of behavior, feelings and emotions. This
helps develop the social relations in our behavior.
The Reptilian and limbic cortex can be found in all
mammals, what differentiate a human being from other
animals is the third cortex. The third cortex which
makes us human beings is called as neocortex which is
responsible for the development of language, abstract
thoughts, imagination, and consciousness. It is the part
of the brain which engages with logic, reason and ideas.
With the passage of time as the person grows, the fixed
framework of the society starts to effect the neocortex
with its purities and impurities. On one hand if the
society teaches us to respect our elders than on other
hand it also teaches us that it is okay to bribe. On one
hand if it teaches to adhere to our religious believes
than on the other hand it also teaches us that it is okay
to influence law by the means of influential contacts.
As a nation what are we teaching our new generation?
Every child looks up to their parents first then someone
else in the family. They look up to them in every field of
life, they learn from them and they try to handle life in
the similar way. When a father bribes the police man on
the road with his whole family and then they looks up
to the parents for any reaction but then they realize that
it’s okay to do that. When a child looks at the parents
treating the servants worse than animals they realize,
that’s how it is. When the parents are littering on the
road, the child picks it up as a casual action. When
the whole family watches a seminude dance song and
nobody bothers to think that, is the material in the song
even suitable for a minor? When the teacher scolds a kid
in school for misbehaving and then the parents storm
the doors of the school in favor of their kids ignoring
the fact that the same child is going to grow up one
day and defend their misbehavior by anger. When the
parents mistreat their old parents they ignore the fact
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that very soon they will be in the same place and their
very own kids are learning this lesson from them. Do
we think that taunting and passing shameless comments
to Eunuchs are all just fun, aren’t they living beings?
I understand this is not the universal law and does not
apply to everyone and there are exceptions but we all
know this is true. I wonder if the mothers think before
fighting for the lawn suits on sale in the stores what
message they are giving to their child. I wonder if
they ever think that spending hundreds and thousands
of rupees on cosmetics is sending a message to the
children that when they will grow up they can do all
of it. I wonder if the fathers ever thought that instead
of smoking on the faces of their kids they should have
taught them how to breathe properly. I wonder if parents
ever asked their expensive schools that if they are also
teaching students the etiquettes and observe if they are
becoming a good human being? I wonder if the parent
ever thought that they being continuously on gadgets
are creating a communication gap. I wonder instead
of shouting on each other, the parents ever practically
showed their kids to be more tolerant towards the other
partner. I wonder if the parents ever thought of giving
their kids a lesson that wearing seat belts at all times in
vehicle is important and breaking traffic signals is still a
serious offense. I wonder if the mother ever thought that
is it not alright to engage their kids on video games just
because they are busy in their social activities. I wonder
before spanking the kids on low grades the parents ever
found out the root cause of the failure. I wonder before
phrasing their kids on such a phenomenal result they
ever tried to teach them that it was better to fail than
to cheat. I wonder if they ever thought that their unethical behavior of taking sides on the basis of cast and
nations will destroy their kid’s ability to think neutrally
ever again. I wonder how many of the families ever
thought that spending millions on wedding ceremonies
is absolutely wrong.
What I usually observe in people is that, most of
them do not think about the repercussions of their
actions and are short sighted. Most of the practices
they perform on daily basis are just socially accepted
behavior which might not be necessarily justified. The
person who buys the corrupt law enforcement officer
after Hit and Run incident is the same kid who saw his
father bribing on the road. The same person who values
his dog more than a human life, grew up watching his
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parents mistreating servants. The same person who
complains that Pakistan has so much pollution, himself
throws garbage on street because he grew up watching
his father do the same. The same girl who got caught
dating another guy, grew up watching those semi-nude
songs and rubbish love stories. The same guy who
has anger issues and beat his wife, grew up watching
their parents handling their life issues with anger. The
same people who grew up watching their mother fight
over overpriced lawn clothing and they themselves
spends millions on leisure items, complains about
inflation, never actually realized that their demand
of luxury items is damaging economy and they are
responsible for the inflation. The drug addict, who is
rejected by society, grew up inhaling the smoke of his
father’s cigarettes. The person who stole money from
hundreds of innocent people in a financial scam, grew
up learning that ethics are myths. The mother who is
complaining about the divorce of her daughter brought
her up arguing with her husband on useless issues.
Woman who hit a motorcyclist, grew up watching her
father breaking traffic signals. The young boy who dies
of a car accident, grew up watching his parents driving
carelessly without seat belts. The person who has been
diagnosed with a mental illness and who does not value
a human life is the same kid, who grew up playing
video games, which teaches that taking a life is a matter
of fun and entertainment. The man who sexually harass
the co female workers, is the child who was abused by
his teachers but his parents never investigated the root
cause of his lack of interest in education. The doctor,
who has killed a patient out of his lack of knowledge, is
the same person who passed exams by cheating. Those
who complain about their rights and lack of resources,
voted for the politicians who had blood on their hands
but they couldn’t accept it because they grew up
watching their parents supporting them on the basis of
cast and Qumiyat. The young man who snatched your
mobile phone and wallet was actually the brother of the
girl, whose marriage proposal was rejected many times
because his brother who is the sole earner of the family
cannot afford a lavish wedding and dowry.

human personality. Art encourages creative thinking,
it decreases the stress and depression, it also helps a
person to understand that it’s very important to tolerate
the other people in society and not to judge them
without knowing and experiencing what they have
been through. Art creates a sense of accomplishment
for which people take lifelong expensive medications.
It helps create meaning in life and boost self-esteem.
Now you can’t blame a 20 year old of not understanding
the poetry of Insha Jee because they never saw their
parents reading and talking about it. They will never
feel the laughter of Angan Tera’s comedy because they
are brought up in age of cable television watching
cheap laughter’s shows. They might never realize that
Late Waheed Murad was a bigger star than Amitab.
They might never feel the depth in the writing of Late
Ashfaq Ahmed’s plays. They might never realize that
one-liners could have such powerful meanings because
they have never heard of late Wasif Ali Wasif. They
might never hear the sound of Ustad Amanat Ali khan
because we thought listening to western music was the
new cool. A whole history of art has been taken away
from our new generation and we expect them to be
humble, tolerant and forgiving.

I never understood the zombie idea until I observed
it in my society and realized, it is not a myth. Parents
need to realize that every step they take and with every
decision they take, they are passing on something
to the new generation. Art is very important for a

The person who died in a hit and run incident, could
have been our brother, the girls who got beaten up by
her husband could have been our daughter, the girl
who got caught on date could have been our sister, we
could have been the victim of a financial scam, our

In everyday life we sell our souls for money. We take
political sides because either we grew up with that
family tag or for our personal interest. Has anyone ever
thought that on the day of judgment Allah SWT may
inquire that you voted for the person who you knew
was wrong but you proceeded anyway, why? When we
complain, do we think that we might be responsible for
this? Only a small sum of people are avid readers but
how many of them read Quran with translation? Isn’t it
the only book which guarantees accurate information
and revealed by the One who is all knowing? The
fraction of society who were raised by their parents
as good human beings are left alienated in the society
because they don’t follow the so called norms of the
society. At times it’s too late for the very small fraction
of society who learned to be a good human by trial and
error. At times this society ruins the years of hard work
of parents in a fraction of seconds.
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mother could have been sexually harassed by someone,
our father who we love, could have been died due to
carelessness of the doctor, those who died due to the
cheap material quality bridge constructed by the corrupt
politician who we voted for, could have been our family
and it is us who are responsible for encouraging the
trend of expensive marriage ceremonies. So it’s our
own house which is on fire by our own actions.
The point is, if we argue that, this system is broken
and society is bad or wrong then we are forgetting that
we are the system and we are the society. Everybody
demands a change but no one is willing to change.
Everybody wants justice but a few can accept the
justice. Everybody wants peace but no one is ready to
stand up for peace. Everyone demands tolerance in the
society but no one is willing to tolerate. Those who want
Islamic law and system, do not want to study Islam from
a neutral perspective in true essence. Those who wants
secularism, are not willing to accept the repercussion
of secularism. Everybody wants democracy but no one
wants to be democratic.
By no means am I justifying the crimes that I have
mentioned. All I am saying is, that what we see in the
society is the outcome of our own actions. When we
as an individual are not willing to change ourselves,
when we as an individual are not willing to accept our
mistakes and weakness, when we as an individual do
not realize that we are not Sindhi, Punjabi, Balochi,
Pathan, Saraki, Urdu speaker etc but Pakistani, then
how many more years will it take for us to realize that
we are Pakistan and if you blame Pakistan for being
economically weak or politically weak or polluted or
unjust-full then for all of that, we all are responsible.
How many more years till we learn to first analyze from
being totally neutral and then take sides based on facts
and not on sects. How many more years until we learn
to value our culture and arts rather being over conscious
about following the world’s trends. When will we value
research more than marks and grades? How many
more years until we learn to take responsibility of our
actions. How many more years until we start to value
Quran over other books and teach our new generation
that there is a big difference between a born Muslim
and a Practicing Muslim. When will we learn to stand
united, above all religious and geographical differences
under one flag?
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ZOYA
Zoya had a wonderful evening with
her best friend after a fairly long time.
They finally managed to take time out
of their busy schedules for a much
needed emotional venting session.
When Zoya and her best friend were
Ms. Saba S. Stephen
exiting the restaurant and going to an
ice-cream parlor, she witnessed a two-year-old running
across the main road without any adult supervision. The
thought of what could happen struck her like a lightning
bolt and she ran to pick her up, while the group of young
men standing at the corner showed deep concern but
did not move an inch for the child’s rescue.
She picked the child up despite her muscle cramps
from workout and frantically searched for the child’s
guardian. Outside the restaurant, she saw a fourteenyear-old girl with the child’s identical twin in her arms.
Zoya instantly solved the math and went to the young
girl to hand her over the twin that got away. She asked
the young girl – who was a child herself – where the
parents of the twin girls were. The young girl candidly
told her that they were having dinner inside, and she
was supposed to watch the children because the couple
preferred to eat in peace. That evening Zoya’s ice-cream
did not taste sweet enough, because the realization that
she had caring parents and safer childhood was sweeter.
_______________________________
Religious Point of View
Zoya was silently thankful for a better childhood
altogether.
Sympathetic Factors
Zoya ran to pick up the child because she did not want
her to get hurt.
Care
She could have handed over the child to anyone, but
she put in all the effort because she cared.
Gender Orientation
The young men standing nearby were afraid to help the
child because of rising number of child abuse cases in
Pakistan.
Social Status or Class
Parents:
Upper Class/Elite
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Zoya:		
Upper Middle Class
Young girl:
Lower Class
Elements of Respect
Zoya handled the whole situation with grace and poise.
The only person affected from the incident was Zoya
herself.
Practical Approach Towards Life
If Zoya wasn’t crossing the path of that little child that
evening, she possibly could have met an accident.
1.
Not all men are monsters.
2.
Children can’t take care of children.
3.
Young generation has a heart too.

THESE ARE THE ONES

WHO COULD MAKE PAKISTAN

LURKING DANGERS
It is hard to find a parallel in the
past on differing perceptions
about the state of the economy
as we see today. Analysts and
generalists are equally confused
whether the economy is heading
in the right direction or going
south.
In our last article, we had Dr. Waqar Masood Khan
indicated that green shoots of
stability are visible in some key economic indicators
such foreign reserves, exchange rate and improved
balance of payments. However, the indicators relating
to production, growth and employment is worsening.
If the government is highlighting the former, others are
showing deep concerns on the latter.
The government is emphasizing four key achievements,
which have also led to successful completion of the
first IMF Review. These are: contained fiscal deficit
(whose details have yet to be published), rising
reserves, stable exchange rate and contained domestic
credit. Without tempering this point of view, what is
somewhat puzzling is the relative indifference shown
by economic managers toward the rest of the economy.
In their enthusiasm to promote a narrative of stability
and turnaround, fundamental economic principles are
overlooked. Hyping surplus in current account deficit
as a strength of an economy, like that of Pakistan, or
generally celebrating massive decline in imports, is
to relegate growth and employment as undesirable
objectives of economic policy. The more common
response to these developments is silence. Policymakers
would be well advised to address these perils lest the
lurking dangers undermine the nascent stability.
Let us examine the state of the neglected part of the
economy. Of utmost concern is the production in
both industrial and agriculture sectors. For the last 15
months, production of the large-scale manufacturing
sector is declining.
In the last fiscal year, LSM growth was negative 3.64
percent. In the new fiscal year, three months data has
shown a negative growth of 5.9 percent. The sub-sectors
prominently hit by this production decline include
petroleum products (14.48 percent), chemicals (8.93
percent), cement (1.46 percent), iron and steels (33.21
percent), pharmaceuticals (11.95 percent), automobiles
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(34.13) and food and beverages (8 percent). The only
notable positive growth was recorded in fertilizer
(15.94 percent) and electronics (5.51 percent). Textiles
production was stagnant while some minor sectors also
showed small growth.
This decline in production is the mirror image of major
decline in imports. Barring a small positive growth of
3.17 percent every group of import has seen double digit
declines. The current account deficit (CDA) declined
by $4 billion compared to a decrease in imports of $4.4
billion. The increase in exports was $267 million and
that too basically from the obscure group of ‘other
exports’. Thus all the economic policy has done is
compress imports with consequent compression of
domestic production.
With such large production decline businesses are
resorting to holidays or outright closure. Layoffs are an
inevitable outcome. It is estimated by some economists
that 800,000 jobs have been lost and much greater loss
is in the pipeline. The agriculture sector had a bad start
with even the modest target of 11 million bales, taken
in the national accounts, is likely to be missed. Until 15
October, cotton arrivals were down by 1.6 million bales
compared to the same time last year. Sugarcane was
already billed to be negative, from 67 million tons to 64
million tons. Rice is likely to be on track. Wheat is too
early to be predicted as sowing is continuing. So it is
most likely that even if all the remaining crops do well,
cotton would have significant adverse impact on the
final agriculture outcome. Thus the growth prospects
are not very promising.
The price situation has been most alarming for the
common person. Since the beginning of 2019, food
inflation has risen from 0.6 percent to 15 percent in
September and declined to 13.7 percent in October.
Non-food inflation, particularly core inflation, is in
the single digit and declining. The prices of items like
tomatoes, onions, potatoes, pulses, wheat etc have
increased, pinching low-income groups the hardest.
Taxation measures and devaluation have led to cost
increases which also contributed to higher prices. Even
the middle class has felt the pinch as their real and
disposable incomes have declined.
The monetary policy stance remains tight as the
monetary policy committee (MPC) believes that the
economy is still overheated. In its last meeting, the
MPC left the policy rate unchanged at 13.25 percent,
undeterred by the reservations expressed by many
32

economists. The broad-money supply (M2) has showed
no growth. Credit to the private sector has been negative
since the start of the fiscal year and was negative Rs4
billion until 1-11-2019 compared to Rs223 billion
for the same period last year. High interest rates have
reportedly led to debtors asking banks to give them
more time to payback. Non-performing loans have
shown a small reduction in September relative to June,
but with high interest rates this may see some spike.
The prime minister has been expressing great joy
and satisfaction on the economic turnaround, and
performance of his team. One would hate to spoil his
reading of the picture. The least we would like to say
is that things have indeed improved in some critical
areas, as we noted above, but the larger battle of price
stability, investment, growth, employment and poverty
reduction is raging. There is no sequential path to fight
this battle. The Fund programme would give an average
growth of 3 percent during the programme period. That
would leave only one year in the government’s term.
Would that be sufficient to lead into new elections? The
answer is no. Accordingly, the time to act is now.
Without a rebound in production and investment one
stands no chance of giving jobs or housing to people.
Food distribution and small loans under the Ehsaas
Programme are good initiatives but the much-needed
economic growth comes when investors believe that
there are opportunities that would enrich them and the
people alike.
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ANGER MANAGEMENT

standing, he should sit down. If the anger leaves
him, well and good; otherwise he should lie
down.” (Sunan Abu Dawood, Book 42, Hadith:
4764).
3.4 “Those who spend (in Allah’s Cause) in
prosperity and in adversity, who repress anger,
and who pardons men; verily, Allah loves AlMuhsinoon (the good doers).’’ (Qur’an: Surah
Al-e-Imran, Ayat 133-134).

1. Introduction. Anger is one of the secondary
emotion which is considered
as a conflicting force or
antagonism towards a person
or thing you perceive as
intentionally having done
you wrong or causing harm.
The primary emotions found
4. Strategies. Following are some easy strategies to
to be playing role in anger
help you deal with anger:are fear and sadness. Passive,
Ms. Saman Yaser
Open, and Assertive Anger
4.1 Recitation of Holy Verses. Immediately start
are its three kinds. The most
reciting some verses of Holy Qur’an and
suitable of these is Assertive Anger. It includes the
concentrate on its meanings.
expression of one’s opinion in a respectful manner.
4.2 Divert you attention to something more
Physical symptoms of anger include dizziness,
attractive; if one is road side rage, one should
trembling, grinding your teeth, rapid heart rate,
try to look at surroundings. Thinking of family
sweaty palms, hotness feeling in face and neck,
and friends can help.
head and stomach ache etc. It is vital to understand
4.3 Avoid reacting immediately; take a few deep
the causes of anger and the steps to overcome
breaths to relax your nerves and body.
this significant emotion. The Holy Qur’an also
4.4 Restrictions on Aggressive Outbursts.
highlights that it is necessary to overcome this and
For a person’s behavior to not be uncontrollable,
emphasises that the bravest among you is the one
following limitations or restrictions are
who controls his anger. A few simple and easy steps
imposed:have been mentioned below to overcome anger.
4.4.1 No harm should be given to others.
2. Triggers. These include but are not restricted to:4.4.2 No harm to oneself.
4.4.3 No damage to things.
2.1 Relationship Difficulties.
2.2 Violence.
4.5 Separation from the anger source.
2.3 Accident.
Separation creates distance and this distance
2.4 Poor health.
proves to be effective for following:2.5 Problem occurring as a result of someone else’s
4.5.1 This includes the act of isolating the
actions person such as cancelling plans.
fighters.
2.6 Any problematic event such as blocked traffic
4.5.2 The person is advised to change the
or not getting promoted etc.
place.
2.7 Memories associated to any traumatic event.
4.6 Counting. During times of anger try to count to
2.8 Hormonal Changes.
10 or count backwards from 15.
3. Islamic Perspectives
4.7 Stretch/walk. These aid in reducing anger
3.1 “The best of you are those who are slow to
as physical movements liberates built-up
anger and swift to cool down.” (Sunan Tirmidhi,
emotions.
Hadith: 2191).
4.8 Plan and Practice a Response. Whenever you
3.2 “Anger comes from Satan and Satan was created
finds time; just recall the situations that put you
of fire; and fire is extinguished only with water;
in anger and make a list. After making a list
so when one of you becomes angry, he should
evaluate an ideal response for each situation and
perform ablution.” (Sunan Abu Dawood, Book
practice it, so as to make it your second nature.
42, Hadith: 4766).
4.9 Drawing. It proves helpful by directing our
3.3 “When one of you becomes angry while
attention from our negative thoughts.
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4.10 Drink Water. Try to drink slow slips of cold
water, this will help you relax by regulating
breathing, soothing nerves and bringing blood
pressure to normal.
4.11 Ease out Posture. If standing, consider to sit
and if sitting, consider to lay down. The simpler
your posture is, the more you are able to relax.
5. Conclusion. Besides the fact that anger is a normal
emotion, it has the potential to result in destructive
actions. Uncontrolled anger imposes adverse
impacts on a person’s physical, mental, and social
well-being. For these reasons anger control must be
encouraged. Hence, it is wisely said, “For every
minute you are angry, you lose sixty seconds of
happiness”. ~Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Introduction
Ms. Saman Yaser is a student of BS (Honors)
Psychology at Foundation University. She has an
internship experience at Benazir Bhutto Shaheed
Hospital and Fauji Foundation Hospital. She
remained involved in community service at AlShifa Eye Trust. She has already made a social
contribution in Express News.
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CHANGE

VS

GROWTH

To grow one will have to change. And unless one
can change; there cannot be any growth. Does it
look simple? Did you say yes? Yes,
it may be, but on the face of it.
Change alone, can help one grow;
and change in full reckoning of
previous
shortfalls,
mistakes,
Bakhtiar
deficiencies and stupidities. Change
would also imply measuring the yield as the result
of learning. In the last of my 60s, I will tell you how
difficult it is.
Why should I change wasn’t I learned enough; wise
enough by now and experienced more than all who
are younger to me! Aren’t these sound reasons not
to change? And yet I love the phrase, ‘Growth’ and
I would love to grow. What a paradox!
As the years piled, ego started getting fat. The
experience added in thirties and forties made
me adamant. I started to learn, both formally and
informally how not to budge, how to reason out,
and to wriggle out winner or at least at par from any
discussion or confrontation. To change would mean
the denial of what I stood far till last night. To be
winner or having an edge was all at stake; whether
by hook or crook. I could attain my goal sometimes
by merely raising the volume.
Self-patting and conceit gradually became my
favorite and most nourishing food. I learnt to throw
the weight of my rank, designation and appointment
as I grew thru fifties.
Well that is how easy or difficult it could be to
change or grow and be better than yesterday. Easy
for braves and very tough for opposites.

DISCLAIMER

The Forum takes no responsibility of the
data or the information provided by the
author. The opinion on any issue is that
of the writer and not of the TFP.
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HASE
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ANNUAL SPORTS DAY
The Annual Sports Day of Hassan Academy Special
Education was held on Wednesday, 20-November 2019
with great zeal and excitement.
Our special children showed great enthusiasm and spirit
while playing different games like sack race, tug of
war, spoon race, musical chair etc. These all activities
were also very helpful for their Motor and Cognitive
development. It will make them feel more confident
about themselves.
Many of the audience witnessed this type of sport day
for the first time, in their life with tears in their eyes
and prayers on their lips for these special students. All
impressive performance kept them enthralled. Even
parents were amazed to see the spirit of their special
child.
It was a day filled with lovely memories.
In the end all students were given medals. We heartily
thanked our all sponsors who helped us to arrange this
sport day for our special children.
“The more difficult the victory, the greater the happiness
in winning.”

WHAT I GAVE TO PAKISTAN
HOW MUCH USEFUL OR BENOVELENT ARE YOU
FOR HIS CREATION?
REF 98:7 QURAN

From a founding member of TFP
Sr.

Nature &
Category

1.

Income Tax FY
2018-19

One-time/
Weekly/
Yearly or
Casual

Monthly

Yearly
(Rs.)

Self:
13,075
Wife:
60,000
= 73,075

1.

Zakat

Through
Bank
2, 000

2.

1. Rs. 3,000
educational stipend
to 3 children in
Lhr.
2. Rs. 3,000 to AMS
3. Rs. 1,000 to PKPA
4. Physiotherapy (For
3 months) 4,600

- For education
and
For Health

4.

Property Tax

- XX 13 B, Phase III
DHA
-154 SD Askari IX

CEO Lahore

88,600
79,500
12,500
= 92,000

5.

Car Registration 7,884

6.

Visiting
180~200
patients [GetWell soon &
Good-wishes
Card] Eidain

7.

Dry Rations
thru SAP
For Quilts
Dry rations for
two fatherless
families.

8.

9.

300 cards on
each

- Cards & Flowers:
Rs.3, 000
- Edibles Rs. 300
- Average exp: Rs.
3,600
- 2,400 on each

44, 400
20,000

Sofaid-Posh:
10, 000
10,000

48,000
-

During
Daily 230
Ramazan Iftar at approx.
masjid
Once a week
Routine; every
240
Fri or once a
week.
For a Madrissa

7,884

4,000

6,900 in a month

= 68,000
9,540

2,640 in 11 months

15,000
Occasionally

15,000
400,859

Approximate Total:

35

400,000
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LETTER TO EDITOR

THESE EYES, THESE
BEAUTIFUL EYES

November 30th, 2019
Respectable Lawyers

Col. Riaz Jafri (Retd)

The Honourable CJP Asif Saeed Khosa addressing the lawyers in
Multan nostalgically reminisced the respect lawyers were shown in
the years bygone and wondered why it was no more there. He being
the son of a lawyer and having been one himself should be able
to fathom out the cause for it. I think Professional Degradation &
Avarice of the Black Coats could be summed up the reason for such
an apathy. The lawyers whose main function is to assist the court in
dispensing justice now seem hell bent upon getting their accused
clients scot free by hook or crook. I have yet to see a lawyer who
stopped defending his client the moment he came to know during the
proceedings that he was actually defending a criminal. Instead the
smart lawyer leaving aside all morality or having any compassion
or human feelings and consideration for the wretched widow or the
orphaned children deprived of their only bread earner or have any fear
of Allah not only indulges in all sorts of ruses and legal! hair splitting
to get his murderer client free from the gallows but also boast about
his such achievement and acuemanship to others as to how he beat the
law. Sir, don’t you think that it will cut down the crime rate drastically
if the lawyers do not take up the brief for the culprits or stop defending
them immediately on becoming aware of their client’s involvement in
the crime? Also, aren’t they encouraging the crime by defending the
culprits successfully?
Next, Sir, how do you expect the lawyers to be respected when they
like ruffians take the law in their own hands and manhandle and thrash
the session judges, the police officials, the doctors, the restaurant
owners etc. or take out rowdy processions blocking the roads and
traffic, what is euphemistically being called “Wukla Gardi”? Has any
Bar taken any action against such delinquents? On the contrary the
‘Black Coats’ senior as well as juniors all unite to shield them.
Choon az Ka’ba kufr bar khaizad Kuja manad Musamani?
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Mr. Matloob Bokhari

This poem by Air Cdre
Matloob

Bokhari

translated

in

language

by

Ahmadova,
famous

was

Russian
Emiliya

author

novel

of

Broken

Chains. The poem was also
read by her in a poetry club
in Moscow.

When you looked at me
The fire of your eyes created
Deep waves in the sea of my soul
I am drowning deeper and deeper
In the wide ocean of infinite love
These eyes, these beautiful eyes
Made me see deep in the ocean
And imbibe wisdom from the
high starry sky
These eyes, these beautiful eyes
Painted kindness on my mind;
And inscribed love on my heart
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AMS 2019
ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)
REPORT - 2019

Ser Contributors

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari
Oct

Nov

BBF

Total
619,327

1

Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari

2

ACM Kaleem Saadat

3

Bakhtiar Hakeem

5,760

4

Gen Liaqat Ali

4,800

5

Col Nasir

5,760

6

Mr. Ahmed Ali

7

Dr. Sami Ullah Malik

8

Prof Jalil Aali

480

480

9

Col Riaz Hussain Jafri

480

480

528,000

528,000

24,000

24,000
2,880

2,880

5,760

2,880

1,920

50,880

28,800

9,600

4,800

960

960

960

1,920

1,920

1,920

1,920

1,920

1,920

1,920

19,200

960

960

960

960

960

1,920

960

10,560
2,400

2,400

10 Air Cdre Mansoor Shaukat

9,600

9,600

11 Mr. Daniyal Ahmed

76,800

76,800

12 Lt Gen Naeem Khalid Lodhi

28,800

28,800

13 Mr. Osama Waris (SB)

8,640

14 Gen Javeed Iqbal
15 Brig Asig Haroon Raja
16 Mr. Rana Abdul Baqi

8,640

8,640

19,200

4,800

4,800

28,800

28,800

1,920

1,920

17 Admiral Iftikhar A Sirohey - AMS Contribution
18 Col Syed Ahmed C/O Col Bakhtiar

28,800

28,800

19 Mr. Abdullah (SB)

9,600

9,600

19 Brig Javed Iqbal

9,600

9,600
Total:

41,280

7,200 119,040

9,200

25,920

19,200

55,680 559,680

24,000

14,400

37,440

11,520

889,440

Beneficiaries
1

APCOMS

5

2

HITEC

6

85,000

3

UET Taxila

8

4

Ranra School

3

5

COMSATS Wah

1

6

Al-Aziz Public School

2

7

Cadet College Swat

1

8

Foundation Univ Rwp Campus

2

115,000

9

Foundation Univ Isb (FUI)

1

-

10 Punjab College

95,000

95,000
130,000

360,000

194,000

50,000

244,000

30,000

37,000

67,000

110,000

13,200

15,000
50,000

235,000

35,000

90,000

15,000

15,000

337,000

135,000

15,000 1,269,200

720

1,080

9

337,720
9

136,080
10

29

29

30

120,000
90,000

1

Paid to Beneficiaries

With Holding Tax
Total:

424,000 308,200
690

No of Institutions

9

No of Students

25

50,000

-

-

1,620

1,824

424,690 309,820
9
9

51,824
9

9

9

29

29

29

25

29

28,200
50,000

50,000

152 plus students at 11 different institutions have been
interviewed so far, in last six years. 46 of these beneficiaries
have completed their studies.

-

210

6,144

15,210 1,275,344
10
30

Bal 2018

619,327

Received so far

889,440

Total

1,508,767

Total Exp

1,275,344

Bal as on 30 Nov 19

233,423
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AWT Plaza, The Mall Rawalpindi. Tel: 92-51-9272400-4, Fax: 92-51-9272394

www.awt.com.pk

