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EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader, how are
you!
The epidemic of Coronavirus is
growing out of control. There have
been ten pandemics in the recorded
history of mankind. The Black Death,
Bakhtiar
1346-1353 resulted in the death of some
75 to 200 million people in Europe, Africa and Asia.
Cholera and Flu attacked repeatedly causing maximum
deaths. Latest was that of HIV/AIDS. It caused some 36
million deaths since 1981, with peak between 2005 and
2012. Now Iran is reporting 8 deaths, highest outside
China, with casualties reported from UAE, Italy, South
Korea and USA. As these lines are being written on 23
Feb, 2,442 deaths have been reported due to COVID-19
in China. This is probably the fifth type of Coronavirus.
Previously Human Coronavirus (HCoV-229 E), HCoVOC 43, and Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARC-CoV)
have been detected and reported. Most probably the
last one was HCoV-NL 63. What are we up to, are we
ready and prepared to face the menace squarely? There
is a dire need for the modern gods (states) to search
for ‘One’, the only God of the Universe who is Just
and Kind alike to the mankind. The God whose best
creature is under serious threat from Coronavirus.
Please read, Urdu article by Dr. Samiullah Malik, how
peace of the world is critically under threat at the hands
of today’s civilized world. Situation in Kashmir is the
single most precarious human tragedy, under focus.
Prejudices, exploitation, hate for religions, races and
ethnicity is happily reinforcing coronavirus; in its own
way.
There are many a countries in the world where one
political party runs the government. As of April 2015
there were 10 such countries. In addition, there are
de facto one party states and dominant party system.
They do hold elections, vote in and out the discarded
representatives, and the heads of their states. There
are countries like Singapore, China and KSA; lowest
in crime, least corrupt and topmost among the welfare
states. The point of focus is that can we in Pakistan learn
from these countries some good lessons? 125 political
parties were registered with Election Commission of
Pakistan prior to the General Elections of 2018! Do we
know, by the conventions and covenants of political
science, we could have four or five types of political

parties; e.g. communist, liberal, conservative, socialist
and democratic; may we add religious for us. But how
could we have a century and a quarter, unless we wanted
to play with and spoil the polity called Pakistan! Every
man of influence, of some landholding, with followers
in madrissa, a labor agitator, an erstwhile student
leader, a wheeler and dealer of real estate and those
with tranches of black money or even a hate and terror
promoter (Altaf Hussain-MQM) could form and run a
political party. Every political party was either by the
very name [PML (N), JUI (F)] or de’ jure [PTI] the name
of that one person; who is the owner of the party. There
was a time when Muslim League, the founder party of
Pakistan had good ten factions. Where have we reached,
and where are we heading for? Every evening we find
three [minimum one Jiala, one Patwari and one Khilari]
fighting tooth and nail, hell bent to prove that the other
was worst in last 70 years or worse than him (his/her
government). They have no time, no resources and no
taste left to talk or contribute for the otherwise dear, like
mother, ‘Pakistan’. How could we find the objectivity
and allegiance and efforts for some common or superior
purpose, when there are 125 political parties? Each, so
called political leader, is most happy to have defeated
the deadly opponent, or the one from their last political
party or business rival, or the one who did not share with
him or her the spoils of power. Now, these multi-party
feuds use Army to run census, printing and dispatch of
ballot papers and the conduct of elections. Who will
fight the frost line enemy! Judiciary, an invaluable pillar
of state is another victim of political machinations and
‘smart’ moves.
Hybrid war has been matter of deep concern of late. It was
when warfare grew thru generations and got complicated
in all spheres. All forms of mass communications are
now employed to gain the goals, which were otherwise
assigned to the armed forces. Please see two very rich
articles on Hybrid war, by the two experts. How good
we [Pakistan and India] have been the enemies of each
other. Every time one was in trouble, the other bailed
him out! Intriguing isn’t it? Read Gen Asad Durrani.
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
After 9/11, the US in league with
NATO, Israel and India initiated
global war on terror under the
pretext of making the world safe,
secure and peaceful. The hidden
objectives of the adventurers
were to destroy militarily and
economically strong Muslim Brig Asif Haroon Raja
nations, rob their resources and
to neo-colonize the Muslim world. Pakistan was not
included in the declared axis of evil since without
its intimate cooperation, Afghanistan could not be
occupied. However, the main objective of Indo-USIsrael nexus was to destabilize and denuclearize
Pakistan and to make it a compliant state.
In the last 18 years, several Muslim countries have been
destroyed. Pakistan has been badly mauled on account
of its decision to fight the US imposed war on its soil
against own people, hoping to make Pakistan strong
and prosperous. Nothing of the sort has happened.
Pakistan continue to sail in choppy waters and is faced
with multiple challenges both on internal and external
fronts. Internally, the political situation is murky,
economy is in a crunch, debt burden is too heavy, 18th
Amendment is becoming a threat to the federation on
account of fissiparous tendencies in smaller provinces
where RAW has made deep inroads, CPEC has lost its
vigor and PTM has emerged as a new threat. People
are getting disillusioned due to unfulfilled promises
made by the incumbent govt. Life of the people living
below poverty line is becoming unbearable due to high
inflation and price hike. The lower/ middle classes are
feeling the pinch of soaring prices of daily commodities,
heavy utility bills and increasing unemployment. After
passage of 17 months, the people see no change in the
so-called Naya Pakistan as the overall socio-economic
conditions have worsened. Hopes of better days in
2020 are fading in the wake of Corona virus which will
impact Pakistan’s economy and CPEC.
Externally, India is continuing to maintain a highly
belligerent posture. The LoC in Kashmir remain hot as
ever. In each exchange of fire, civilians living close to
LoC and soldiers lose lives or get injured. Dreaming of
converting Bharat into a Hindu State, the fascist regime
of Modi has introduced a discriminatory Citizenship
law which is entirely Muslim specific.
The northwestern front remain unstable due to cross
border terrorism patronized by RAW-NDS, backed by
4
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CIA. The Afghan Taliban are smelling victory which is
within their grasping reach. They have forced the US
to sign a peace deal and arrive at a political settlement.
While insisting upon the occupying forces to exit, they
have refused to hold direct talks with Afghan unity
regime which in their view is illegitimate. They are also
refusing to ceasefire permanently till signing of peace
agreement duly guaranteed by regional powers and
complete withdrawal of occupation forces.
Pakistan is going out of the way to help the US to extract
maximum concessions from Taliban who have for all
practical purposes won the war and are in a position to
dictate terms. For unknown reasons, Pakistan in its bid
to win the affections of untrustworthy USA is pressing
the Taliban to agree to the terms of USA and is also
requesting USA not to exit without making Afghanistan
stable. This is incomprehensible since the US is among
the spoilers wanting to keep Afghanistan unstable and
to prolong its stay.
Our southern backyard has also become turbulent
because of Trump’s belligerence and deployment of US
forces in the Persian Gulf. Killing of Iranian and Iraqi
commanders by the US drone and Iran’s retaliatory
strikes on the US military bases in Iraq together with
ongoing protests in Iraq have made the situation grave.
Both Israel and India are the worst abusers of human
rights and use state terrorism, torture and rapes as
tools to subdue the Palestinians and Kashmiris. The
US patronise both and brazenly defends their crimes
against humanity. Trump has now come with a highly
discriminatory Middle East peace plan which wholly
favors Israel. Tomorrow, he will float another peace
plan to resolve Kashmir dispute which will be entirely
in favor of India.
We have gladly accepted the mediation offer of
untrustworthy Trump. He must not be trusted to mediate
in Kashmir. He is in a position to pressurize India but
has done nothing to lessen the pains of Kashmiris and
in a way has tacitly accepted the abrogation of Articles
370 and 35A as well as Indian policy of subjugation of
Kashmiris.
Trump is trying to convince our leadership that in order
to save AJK and GB, it will be advisable for Pakistan
to accept the LoC as the permanent border, and that he
will extend full support in this regard. This option was
given to ZA Bhutto by Indira Gandhi in 1972, but he
shrewdly pushed it aside by converting Ceasefire Line
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into LoC and accepted policy of bilateral-ism, which
of course helped India to keep delaying the resolution
of the dispute and finally claim that the UN resolutions
had become outdated.
Nawaz Sharif (NS) was close to agreeing on Chenab
Formula after the visit of Vajpayee to Lahore in Feb
1999. Likewise, Gen Musharraf in his exuberance to
settle the dispute, threw away Pakistan’s stance based
on UN Resolutions out of the window and offered out of
box solution which in many ways accepted conversion
of LoC into border.
Each time, Pakistani leaders ignored the Kashmiris
who are the main stakeholders and without their
consent no lasting solution or peace is possible. I pray
our present leadership do not tread the wrong path of
NS and Musharraf and insist on giving right of selfdetermination to the Kashmiris and let them decide
their future course of action.
Gen Ziaul Haq fought the Afghan Jihad in 1980s in
Afghanistan and kept the control levers in the hands
of ISI only. Contrarily, Gen Musharraf agreed to fight
war on terror on Pak soil, whereas the battleground
was Afghanistan. He also let six foreign intelligence
agencies based in Kabul to manage the war in which
ISI was kept out. Indo-US-Israel-Afghan nexus have
a dangerous agenda against Pakistan, but Musharraf
mistook them as friends of Pakistan and kept doing
more to please USA. As a result, Pakistan suffered
grievously and is still suffering since it has still not
come out of the magic spell of USA.
Modi has been threatening to deprive Pakistan of single
drop of water from Rivers Chenab and Jhelum. India
can accomplish its objective if it occupies major chunk
of AJK. The Indian Army Chief and Modi have given
open threats of annexing AJK in 7-10 days. This threat
has been given in the backdrop of concentration of 9
lacs forces in Kashmir.
So far Pakistan seem to have not worked out any
strategy to deal with Indian bellicosity and its dangerous
designs. We are working on the policy of wait and
see and hoping for divine help. Myopia and inaction
amounts to criminal negligence.
IOK was locked down six months ago, but so far no
steps have been taken to provide relief to the marooned
8 million Kashmiris, to keep them motivated and the
freedom movement alive.
We have so far done little to prepare the people of AJK

and GB for the impending war. Instead of carrying
out war preparations and imparting military training
to students of schools and colleges, activating civil
defence forces and motivating volunteers, policy of
restraint has been adopted and people are advised to
stay calm.
Likewise, our policy of taking no covert or overt action
after the absorption of IOK by India on August 5, 2019,
and now waiting for the Indian military to attack AJK
and GB and then give a befitting response is a defensive
policy.
There are no plans to exploit the Godsend opportunity
that has come our way in the form of nationwide protests
in India coupled with numerous separatist movements
and insurgencies. India has become a tinderbox and
need a matchstick to put it on fire.
Are we hoping that India will change its goals against
Pakistan, or are waiting for the US help which after
bleeding us in war on terror has now tightened the
noose of IMF-FATF around Pakistan’s neck, or China’s
help which is unfortunately caught up in Corona virus
crisis? Will it be better to fight the war on home ground
or in IOK?
So far the Kashmiris on both sides of the divide hate
India and love Pakistan. These sentiments may not last
long if we adopt a passive attitude. Nationwide protests
in India against highly discriminatory CAA Bill and
calls for independence in the northeastern states of
India together with down slide in Indian economy have
flustered Indian leadership. It is an opportunity of the
century which may not come again. In our quest for
peace with India without any reciprocity and to present
ourselves as good boys before the world, we have no
intention of exploiting the ongoing vulnerabilities of
India. On the other hand, India creates or blows up our
vulnerabilities and never let’s go any opportunity that
comes its way to harm Pakistan.
Besides making all out efforts to stabilize our homefront which at the moment is divided, and providing
relief to the people, we need to adopt offensive defence
military policy coupled with proactive and aggressive
diplomatic policy and independent foreign policy.
While maintaining friendly relations with the US, our
emphasis should shift from the west to the east. We can
rely on China, Turkey, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and can
easily bring Iran and Russia in our loop, both having
given ample hints to forge deeper relations.
5
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THINK FEST LAHORE
Thank you for inviting me and
my PAF colleagues to give you an
insight about what PAF is about
and how it plans to deal with the
future.

Patron-in-Chief

The February 26/27 episode last
year, has highlighted the threat
for the future. Though the PAF
did well, yet we are aware that a ACM Kaleem Saadat
President CASS
battle was won but the war goes
on. We welcome the concern of
our citizens and thinkers for the future of Pakistan’s
aerial defence. That has always been the case. Even as
a young officer, everyone asked how PAF was doing
in comparison to the IAF. My reply was that we would
do all that was necessary and put up a good fight. That
remains the case today.

•
•

•

Since independence PAF has had many constraints. I
would highlight the major ones:•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Limited Financial Resources
Unreliable equipment and knowhow suppliers
Lack
of
industrial
and
technological
independence
Quality of human resource
Taking up the issue of own limited resources. We
never could collect enough taxes. And never could
manage major acquisitions through our own means.
We always looked for aid to bridge budgetary gaps
and achieve military capability enhancements.
Towards that end we:
Joined defence Pacts Like SEATO and CENTO
in mid 50s
Joined the US forces against Soviet Invasion of
Afghanistan
Joined Enduring Freedom Coalition and became
a major non-NATO ally. As a consequence we
undermined our sovereignty.
Unreliable suppliers
We have seen a cyclic relationship with the USA.
We have swung between being the closest of allies
to the most-sanctioned and mistrusted friend.
The relationship primarily served American
regional security and political interests. Pakistan’s
gains were secondary and incidental. The donor
claimed to have given a lot but the aid did not make
6

Pakistan secure over the long term.
Some of the baits thrown to Pakistan were as petty
as the recent resumption of International Military
Education and Training
American Administrations since 2001 have talked
about billions in aid given to Pakistan and alleged
Pakistan’s so-called duplicity, but the quantum of
aid was miniscule compared to what they expended
in their overall effort in Afghanistan. The cycles of
aid denial and release continues unabated to achieve
their short-term political and military objectives.
After 9/11, I was part of the team that negotiated the
terms of Pakistani co-operation with the Americans.
Our interlocutors swore that this time around the
relationship would be long term and they would not
abandon Pakistan like in the past. I told them that
I would not be inclined to rely on their promises
because of our experience over several decades. As
we see the status of our present mutual relationship,
it did not require too much of prescience to reach
that conclusion.

Next we come to
•

•

•

•

Lack of adequate industrial and technological
base- Air force is a technology-dependent service.
These days everyone is, but the air force more so.
Pakistan virtually has no tech base.
We don’t have the wider national potential to
support a contemporary air force. Whatever has to
be done has to be done within and by the air force.
No air force develops trainers and fighter aircraft
itself. The industry does it. Our case is very peculiar.
Quality of human resource. Our human resource
has the potential to be effective and efficient but our
state has not provided the system for them to be so.
Thus they do well overseas but poorly here. Our
technicians used to come from rural and under
privileged back grounds but we expected them
to maintain state-of- the- art and technologicallyadvanced machines and weapon systems. They
didn’t have electricity in their villages but were
asked to maintain electronic and avionic systems.
The education system didn’t develop them enough
and technical and vocational training institutes were
too few to achieve the goals.
Despite these we had to keep up with the
requirements of contemporary battle space.
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So, PAF established two public schools to educate,
prepare and groom officers for its needs at Sargodha
and Lower Topa. They have served the PAF well.

weaponry and avionics. It was addressed to a great
extent when post 9/11, we got the advanced mediumrange air-to-air missile (AMRAAM) for the F-16.

For its airmen and technicians, it had to establish
training institutions to train people with practically no
skill sets on joining.

PAF had an all round enhancement in capabilities
as a result of the approval of AFDP-2019 which was
started in 2004/5 and was spread over 15 years. Though
the vision was of the PAF, I give credit to General
Musharraf for enabling of this important national
project. On February 27, 2019 all of those acquired
capabilities, in addition to tactical brilliance contributed
to success.

Kohat and Korangi are the places where we do this.
To meet the challenges of resource constraints and
unreliable suppliers, PAC Kamra was established for
import substitution and self-reliance. From humble
beginnings, it has grown to be a huge complex. It has
created considerable potential for export of equipment,
and services.
Now an aviation city is being established there which
would in due course develop into an aerotropolis.
It’s because of the capability resident at Kamra that
we are flying and maintaining Mirages after 52 years
of their initial induction. No other nation, including
France, the manufacturer, is flying these versions of
Mirages any more. In fact we bought all old Mirages to
support our fleet.
Operationally, the PAF has laid great emphasis on war
preparedness. There are frequent reviews of targeting
plans and operational tactics as well as plans. It’s for this
reason that PAF has done well in every operation that
it was called upon to deliver. Whether it was shooting
down of Indian Canberra intruder on Eid Day, 10
April 1959, or forcing the Indian Gnat fighter to land
in Pasrur in September, 1965;
The Two wars with India- PAF did well against a
much larger air force.
During the Afghan War in the 80s, it contended with
Soviet AF well.
In the anti-terrorist operation in FATA, PAF made
decisive contribution.
Most recently in the post-Balakot operations it
deterred the enemy from further escalation.
PAF has always been outnumbered so it has always
tried to have tactics, training and technology
advantage. The last-mentioned is usually a function of
money. There, we have a huge disadvantage due to our
dire economic situation.
When we got the F-16s, the Indians bought the Mirage
2000 followed by SU-30. They had an advantage in

Acquisitions like Rafale, S-400 and Brahmos by
India take the arms race to a new level. PAF will have
to scramble, as in the past, to catch up. It is doing that.
In a network-centric warfare environment,
integration of data flow of various sensors and
weapon systems remains a challenge. It becomes more
acute when there’s diversity of origin of equipment
and software.
There are five sources for Indian Air Force: Indigenous
DRDO, France, Russia, USA and Israel. The
total threat may not necessarily be the sum total of
capabilities of these weapon systems because of lack of
integration, at least in the short term. Over time things
may get better.
In stand-alone mode also these weapon systems pose a
considerable threat.
Rafale has long range air-to air Meteor missile as well
as SCALP stand-off air-to-ground weapon. These
weapons are adequately suited to Hindutva driven
strategy to launch surgical strikes.
S-400 on the other hand can give the Indians a false
sense of immunity from our SSMs or cruise missiles
and embolden them to indulge in foolish adventurism.
Irrationalism can never be ruled out totally and therein
lies the danger.
Brahmos is also a suitable tool for a surgical strike kind
of operation.
What are the scenarios with these capabilities?
With enhanced stand-off ranges, SCALP like weapons
could be launched from within the depth of Indian
territory, well away from threat of our interceptors.
Brahmos also poses the same kind of danger.
S-400 has the ability to engage targets coming in at
7
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all altitudes. Also because of its long range, it could
threaten our aircraft flying in own territory.
So what could we possibly do?
Ladies and gentlemen, in military aviation truths, none
is truer than the one which states that an attacker will
always go through despite the defence. Defence has
to be strong everywhere, whereas the attacker has to be
strong at the point of application. In aerial defence one
cannot create a physical wall to preclude intrusion.
So the response also has to be offensive. As long as
that is credible the deterrence would prevail. Like was
demonstrated on February 26. The Indian bombs were
delivered, albeit, ineffectively, despite our fighters
being in the vicinity.
On 27 February, we responded with offensive action
against ground targets despite the presence of Indian
fighter aircraft in the air. Those fighters that came to
challenge our escorting aircraft were shot down. Again,
it was offensive action.
Thus the conclusion is whatever the Indians may do, we
would have to respond offensively and appropriately.
The choice of weapon would be made depending on the
situation and it may not be in the same domain as the
one used by the Indians.
This was the situation seen from strategic and
tactical standpoint.
However, from the capability perspective we have to
acquire capability in terms of platforms and weapons
which can deter or respond to hostile actions.
As it appears, for reasons of global re-alignment, we
have to rely on the Chinese sources, which as we saw in
the October 2019 parade in Beijing, are considerable.
Our air force leadership is aware of the emerging threat
and is taking appropriate actions to deal with it.
The questions that come up, where will the funding
come from and will the Chinese release their leading
edge technologies to us? On these two factors will
depend our future war preparedness and response.
The point to note is that we have been here before.
India has always been ahead in arms or platforms
procurement. When I was a young fighter pilot, India
acquired the Jaguar in 1978, and suddenly all our bases
and other targets came within its radius of action. Then
came the Mirage 2000 in 1982 followed by Su-30MKI
in the 90s and the contest for prospective air superiority
8

became more challenging. The F-16s came in early 80’s
but they did not have a beyond-visual-range capability.
The induction of AMRAAM on F-16 restored some
sort of parity though Indian frontline fighters had a 3:1
numerical advantage.
Where Pakistan gained an advantage was in its indigenous
JF-17 versus the Indian Tejas development. We
managed to operationalize larger number of aircraft
quicker than Tejas. It was consequent to faulty Indian
decision to build their own engine for Tejas while PAF
opted for a proven Russian engine and built a weapon
system around it. The Indian engine was never built.
Going forward all concerned Pakistanis are worried
about the Indian potential for mischief. It’s obvious
that we need more capable aircraft and weapons. It
may also be said that it is sad. The region doesn’t
need an acceleration of arms race. With so many 100s
of millions mired in poverty and misery, this money
could have found better uses but Hindutva hubris
obviates this.
In parallel to new procurements, we need to work on
cyber warfare to disrupt Indian networks. That’s a
capability no one would give us so we have to develop
it ourselves. It will take a while but it will ensure our
safety in the long run.
Similarly, to thwart the S-400 we have to work on our
ECM capability too. Threat of anti- radiation missiles
would force the S-$00 systems to recede to deeper
Indian territory.
Work is going on in Kamra and elsewhere but it requires
government support. Our government has historically
not been agile enough to modify rules of business to
accelerate development or innovation. 15 years back
I requested the government to allow us to rehire our
retiring engineers with a lot of experience in Kamra
factories. Even today, I hear the Chairman PAC having
difficulties in this task.
I could go on for a lot longer but should stop here and
leave some stuff for Q&A. Though, I can assure you
that given adequate resources, the PAF can defend the
aerial frontiers of the country effectively. And it has
always shown that it can do a lot more with a lot less. I
thank you for your attention.
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HYBRID WAR AND ITS IMPACT ON
PAKISTANI SOCIETY
Abstract
Though
most
dictionaries
still define war as an,’ Armed
conflict......’,
whereas
the
purpose of wars have mostly
been subjection and subjugation
of the opponents. Defeating the
opposing forces mentally is, and Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi
should always be the grand design
of any war. Therefore it is always the opposing WILL
that needs to be defeated, which may or may not be
accompanied with a physical punishment.
I have dilated in my paper the actual location of WILL
and where it actually resides in various political
dispensations, and accordingly what are the best
methods to attack it. While explaining the modern
methods of aggressions, the term HYBRID WAR
emerges; and after discussing the various connotations
of this term the methodologies adopted to wage this
type of war will be discussed.
The nature of impact on society of this unique warfare
would largely depend on the strength of those strands,
out of the large number of options, that an aggressor
employs to achieve the goals. Undermining the
economy would largely effect the poor and the middle
class. Attacks on the opposing moral stance and ethical
moorings would normally effect the middle class only.
If social structure comes under stress it will engulf the
rich and middle class and may shatter their comfort
envelope. Similarly the belief systems , the world view,
when under attack may unhinge the base on which
certain societies are constructed.
The HYBRID ATTACKS on our society are basically
meant to divide us on sectarian and ethnic lines. To
do that enemies have created efficient and effective
narratives to raise the bogies of PUNJAB against the
rest, ARMY against the civilians, and the SUNNIES
against other sects. For a very long time their efforts
remained ineffective, but with the rise of social media
, more impressionable main stream media and certain
great powers sharing the techniques and resources a
considerable dent has already been made. Erstwhile
only surface deep religious, sectarian, ethnic and inter
institutional fault lines have grown deep and wide

and the society is stressed at the seams. The counter
narratives started quite late, are weak and not well
resourced, as even today the military and political
leadership has not yet evolved an effective and cohesive
answer to this HYBRID THREAT, though mostly
it has been well understood by all. A large section of
society has fallen prey to these machinations and if not
handled comprehensively, Allah Forbid , we may find
ourselves a totally divided and shattered society like
many other countries. IF THAT HAS ALREADY NOT
HAPPENED.
1. Every war, hybrid or otherwise, impacts on
society. In fact it is the potential of adverse impacts
of wars that create deterrence and abhorrence
against wars. Wars are actually directed to break
or dilute the will of the opposing entities. Unlike
what most of the dictionaries still define war as
an ‘Armed Conflict......’, Sun Tzu in ancient times
recognized the impact of the mere threat of defeat
on the opposing minds, when he said that ‘Acme of
strategy is to win a battle without fighting’ .
2. We do talk a lot about ‘nature and character of war’,
and as Aristotle cautioned us of ‘defining the terms’
before we embark on any discussion, so our war
scholars agreed to keep the ‘nature’ of war fixed and
‘character’ of war variable. But it is all semantics
and terms coined for ease of understanding.
Similarly we have even divided the character of
war in a number of Generations, according to
evolution in weapons, resulting in transformations
in tactics, operations and strategies. Starting from
First generation warfare, we are now a days talking
about Fifth Generation Warfare. I will not go into
the details of generational definitions. But, the most
flexible and all-encompassing new term is ‘Hybrid
War’. It entails employment of all science and art
of warfare along with application of all the modern
resources available to the mankind. This concept
of war comprehensively embraces all the known
Kinetic and non-Kinetic means that could impinge
on the opposing will.
3. Starting from the conventional operations,
LIC, employment of proxies, surgical strikes,
drone attacks, psychological operations, media
(main stream and the social media) operations,
information operations, false flag operations,
economic undermining, political and diplomatic
9
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pressures……….. and the list is long and increasing
with the passage of time. We are not claiming
that all these techniques are new, but the modern
wherewithal and new technologies with their global
availability have enabled the big and small powers
to attack opposing minds, bodies and ‘will to resist’
in novel ways.
4. Thus in the trilogy of strategy, (ends, ways and
means) where the ‘end’ or objective still remains
the defeating of the opposing resolve, the ‘ways and
means’ have undergone transformations. And unless
the political and military leadership comprehends
and embraces the new concept, it will not be able
to cope with the adverse, and at times, devastating
impact of Hybrid Wars.
5. To master the strategy of Hybrid Warfare, it is
not enough to understand the ‘Ways’ and ‘Means’
available but also the location of the objective that
ultimately is the ‘end’ we wish to attain. And we
have already determined that the final target is the
‘will’ and the ‘resistive mindset’ of the opponent.
Because the most appropriate ‘means’ or resources
will then be employed singly, in tandem or in a
composite manner or in ‘ways’ that would directly
or indirectly, but effectively attack the ‘will’ where
ever it resides. By now we should have been
quite clear that Hybrid Warfare straddles a larger
presence in the cognitive space as compared to
physical domains. It means that to prosecute a
successful Hybrid Campaign a well-orchestrated
onslaught would be unleashed against the minds
and willpower of the adversaries, impacting on
their ‘world views’, ‘self views’ relationships with
others entities, attitudes, faith, bonding forces,
cultural pride etc.
6. If ‘will’ of a group of a people, a nation or a
country is to be the actual target, then it is of
utmost importance to know as to where such an
important target is located? In a large mass of
people, elaborate maze of systems and institutions
how to pin point this resistive will? Does it lie in a
concentrated form or well distributed across a large
space? Is it a physical or a Meta physical entity,
related to bodies, hearts or minds? In my humble
opinion this all important ‘will’ of a people is the
centre of gravity of any nation, that is dependent
on the political, economic and social structure of
10

that society. In a good democratic setup it is likely
to be well distributed all over the polity, depending
how the power and responsibilities are distributed
within that dispensation. In autocratic environment,
the probability is high that it may be embedded in
certain personalities. In tribal society it may lie
in their strong traditions, that may be extremely
difficult to defeat. It should logically also be
dependent on the economic structure and how it
is sustained. The faith and psychological makeup of the society being attacked is also important.
Thus this ‘will to resist’ any external and internal
pressures is a complex phenomenon and needs to
be studied in detail for its level of robustness and
locations, so that pressures are applied against the
right spots.
7. The nature of impact on society of this unique
warfare would largely depend on the strength of
those operational strands, out of large number of
options, that an aggressor employs to achieve the
goals. Undermining the economy would largely
effect the poor and the middle class. Attacks on the
opposing moral stance and ethical mooring would
normally effect the middle class only. If social
structure comes under stress it will engulf the rich
and middle class and may shatter their comfort
envelope. Similarly the belief systems, the world
view, when under attack may unhinge the base on
which certain societies are constructed.
8. In case of Pakistani society, since its inception, it was
believed, that our unity, the binding force lay in the
faith, our religion and a culture under its influence.
There were certain sectarian fault lines that were
being exploited even before partition but the society
still held strong for a long time after 1947 right up
to late sixties. But continuous neglect on our part,
and consistent efforts by enemies to deepen and
widen these fault lines, started showing success.
Some old linguistic and ethnic disparities were also
combined to create further schisms. Social injustice,
neglected strata and areas further exacerbated the
complex situation where sensitivities got magnified
in all areas of sectarianism, ethnicity, sense of being
neglected and left out, dividing us horizontally and
vertically quite comprehensively, hitting at the roots
of our raison detre. Thus the impact on our society is
now profound and effective, and we are struggling
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to repair such divisive trends, and we are also trying
to respond employing some techniques of Hybrid
War that we have already discussed, but our efforts
are neither yet harmonised nor integrated.
9. Economic disparities, neglected vast lands of
Baluchistan, Sind and Gilgit Baltistan, failure to
control religious and sectarian hatred are all our
own doings, making tasks of enemies much easier.
They just needed to apply further pressure on these
existing fissure and cause unbearable pain to our
society, polity and faith.
10. You must have heard now openly and commonly
used sentences, the narratives like:a. Religion has proved divisive rather than
bonding.
b. We would have been better off in undivided
India.
c. Our forces have waged war against our own
people etc. etc.
d. It is a conspiracy theory that some powers are
targeting Muslim countries.
Some of these statements may look benign, but one
odd may hit at the roots of the reasons of creation
a separate state Pakistan. Others may intend to veer
us away from the facts to create confusion in our
minds.
11. There is a need to check the intensity and effects
of these narratives, that our society is already
suffering from. How many of us sitting here already
believed in the narratives listed above. Thus now
we can assess how the techniques of Hybrid War
are normally applied :a. Find an already existing weakness.
b. Employ media (main stream and social) to
aggravate the perceptions.
c. Employ paid adverting and inadvertent agents
to lead such thinking groups.
d. Carryout physical false flag operation to
increase stand-off between various groups.
e. Employ economic and political hit men to
aggravate the existing disparities.
f. Create a civil strife situation preferably
culmination into civil war.
g. Ensure total destruction by fuelling one or both
sides to perpetuate the conflict.
h. Gain control by either making a side win, or

providing all out support to the winning side.
12. Now to assess whether we are a victim of Hybrid
War or not, and gauge its impact, consider the
following:a. The intensity of political rivalry.
b. Mistrust created regarding all important
institution. (Judiciary, Armed Forces, NAB, EC
etc)
c. Sinking colossal resources at wrong priorities.
d. Intensified sense of deprivation of areas, that
have been kept backward.
e. Maligning CPEC.
f. Keeping security forces under intense pressure
from out side and in side.
g. Aggravating Shia–Sunni, Punjabi–Non Punjabi,
Civil-Military tensions, through propaganda
etc.
h. Spoiling relations with all neighbours
employing ‘information operations’ and ‘false
flag operations’.
13. And unfortunately, we have been busy in
discussing:a. Are these all home grown problems? (Putting
own house in order is the only remedy)
b. Is this all doing of our enemies?
Actually it is an amalgam of the two, the Grey zone,
thus Hybrid in nature.
14. Understanding the phenomenon is not enough, it
has to be fought back in all the areas that we have
discussed, and it needs to be done in a coordinated
and well directed manner. This is the new Science
and Art of Warfare. And it is here to stay. Presently
we have no single institution or a ministry that
can undertake the responsibility of planning,
coordination and directing the defensive and
offensive Hybrid Operations. The earlier we do it,
the better for the present and future security of our
motherland.
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FIGHTING HYBRID WARS
When Delhi abrogated Kashmir’s
special status in August last
year, and we were all at sixes
and sevens how best to respond,
Modi came to our help with
the Citizen’s Act. The ensuing
mayhem in India has provided
us some space to get our act
together. It reminded me of a
Lt Gen Asad Durrani
piece – With Enemies Like Us –
that I contributed to The News, an Islamabad daily, in
January 2000. Some nuggets follow:
“India and Pakistan must be each other’s best friends!
When one is in trouble, it is bailed out by the other.
But for Congress’ rejection of the Cabinet Mission
Plan, there might not have been a Pakistan. The favour
was returned in 1962. The Chinese had them in a bind
but we resisted the temptation of aggravating their
predicament. Later, we shook them out of their lethargy
in a war three years later. The mutual rescue continued.
“We had royally bungled up in what is now Bangladesh.
Better options were there but we didn’t take any, and
India gratefully entered the fray. Some over there must
now be wondering, if another potential nemesis on the
eastern front was a good idea! And just when we were
at a loss how to remedy the gross imbalance post the
71 debacle; a Congress government paved for us the
nuclear path. Not to be outdone, the BJP at the first
opportunity helped us become a nuclear weapon state.
“In the early 90s, as soon as it became the sole
superpower, the US went all guns blazing for us: one
of the charges being; abetting Islamic Fundamentalism.
It was again the BJP that provided relief. Its goons
demolished the Babri Mosque and the focus shifted,
though temporarily, to the non-Islamic radicals. Within
a day we levelled the field. Task forces led by ministers
and chief ministers destroyed scores of temples. The
Saffron continued its march.
“Indeed, the BJP can never blame us for ingratitude.
For all the good that it did to us at Ayodhia and Phokran,
we helped its sagging fortunes by grossly mismanaging
Kargil. True to the pattern, when we were all tangled
up with Kargils and military take-overs, the good old
neighbour made such a hash of the December 99 plane
hijacking, that we were about to start looking good. The
12

Taliban actually did.”
Indeed, none of that was ever done out of any goodness
of heart. Given a choice, we would rather let our big
bad brother dig deeper in the hole. Frankly, if it wasn’t
for the suffering of the besieged Kashmiris, I would
have wished Modi more room for his elbow. But it still
proves that our own blunder-bussing was a bigger threat
than whatever the archrival could throw at us. And one
shortcoming that we almost never overcame when
facing external threats was shaping internal cohesion.
Though always important—and Modi must be thanked
again for highlighting its significance by creating the
current fissures—willing cooperation from most, if not
all, the factions of the polity is the sine qua non to win
what we have agreed is a hybrid war.
Wars have always been an amalgam, except when the
gladiators from the two side settled the outcome in the
tradition of Rustam and Sohrab. Over the ages, warfare
has been transformed from primarily a military to a
more inclusive affair in which non-kinetic means were
increasingly more important. It also has become more
desirable. The kinetic tools were getting expensive and
ever more destructive, leaving hardly any spoils for the
victor – if there was one. The non-military means on
the other hand are now not only more sophisticated,
but also accessible to the non-state actors. In fact, their
effectiveness is limited only by the imagination of the
user—and the NSAs are indeed more creative. Initially,
such changes were reflected in generational terms; like
the fourth or the fifth generation warfare. But since
it was getting more difficult to explain the inevitable
overlap—psychological part for example had been
relevant in all ages but was being refined overtime—
calling the war hybrid is a more sensible way to explain
the nature of the modern war.
It was therefore heartening to note that in the Defence
Institutions we were giving the right attention to
subjects like soft power; battle of hearts and mind; and
indeed, the non-military dimensions of warfare. The
problem seems to be that like the war on terror in many
countries, this hybrid hype was now directing the state
policy. Under its cover the establishment circumvents
laws and curbs fundamental rights. That it alienates
some of our factions, adversely affecting our ability to
fight this multi-dimensional war, is obvious. The more
lasting damage that it does is on the fabric of the civil
society.
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Look again at the present day India. Its Deep State is clearly not much worried if the minorities have been
disaffected. Some from the majority community agitating on the streets must be a matter of concern, but probably
not for too long. However, does one really believe that the mind set of Modi’s core constituency – call it Hindutva
if you like – augers well for the Country’s future! The greatest harm that the mind control a security state tries to
exercise – is the paranoia that the society gets infested with.

Pakistan’s Pitiable Plight!
(Strategic Shop Therapy For Our
Naughty-Nutty Nation!)
To: Imran Khan
Pitiable is the plight of the people
who alienate themselves
From their own moral-spiritual
roots and socio-cultural moorings!
Dr. R M Ikram Azam
Pitiable is the plight of the nation
Which enslaves its Geosociological Imperative
To the Imperial Hubris: both International and
Indigenous!
Pitiable is the plight of the society which sells its
soul to
Satanic Materialism turned Mammonism!
Pitiable is the plight of the Government
Which barters away the State’s sovereignty
To crippling trade and aid conditionalities
And paralyzing, disabling dole!
Pitiable is the plight of the Opposition
Which cuts the national nose to spite the national
face!
Yes!
Pitiable is the plight of people
Who forsake the National Motto of
Unity, Faith and Discipline
To subvert national integration and social cohesion
By terminally cancerous
Personalism, Partisanism, Parochialism and
Provincialism!
Pitiable is the plight of people
Who learn no lessons from history
Sabotaging their own continuum of
The past-present-future!
Pitiable is the plight of the Dysfunctional StateSocial System
Which abandons Conciliatory Consensual Islami

Democracy
For Western Split-Splintering Divisive Democracy!
Yes!
Pititable is the plight of the Borrowed Hybrid
System
Which pawns Basic Needs and Human Rights
To International Imperialism-cum-Colonialism
And authentic enabling-enabling-energisineempowering
Social Service and Societal Welfare
To the ever-impoverishing and murderously
marginalizing
International Political Economy and
Multinational Corporate Capitalism
Of gluttonous Globalism turned human-eater
Globalization!
Just ponder over
The fate and future of such self-deluding folk
Suffer from self-inflicted deptomenia to plunder
the nation
And congenital amnesial, forgetting their Creative
Ideological Vision
To the winds and waves of Time, like stowamy
drifword:
Who have forgotten that
Islam, alone, is their sole Identity and Destiny:
Islam as the ever-modern-futuristic
Integrative-holistic
Moral-material-secular-Spiritual
Balanced, enlightened and moderate
Perennial Peace Paradigm
And Muhammadi Moral Model!
Of Rubbi-ull-Awwal?
More messianic Ulema are these days
Busy praying in Pakistan’s Masajid
In penance for his redemption!.....
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THE ECONOMY IN 2020
The prime minister is assuring
people that 2020 will herald an
era of growth and jobs. He has
said that 2019 a difficult year
for the country as it was facing
a turbulent economy that needed
to be stabilized.
The prime minister’s desire to
Dr. Waqar Masood Khan
make 2020 a year of growth
and employment is laudable.
This is what he had promised to his voters but had
been bogged down in stabilizing the economy and in
selecting the method for this purpose. By the time he
finally accepted an IMF program, his economic team
had already administered, together with the caretaker
government, some heavy doses of increased interest
rate and unprecedented devaluation to rein-in the
excess aggregate demand.
However, the Fund demanded further tightening in both
these variables. Added to that was the SBP’s decision
to further hike the interest rate in July to its present
level of 13.25 percent. These two policy instruments
were supplemented by a fiscal instrument – new taxes.
A tax collection target of Rs5550 billion was set which
represented a growth of 45 percent over the last year.
For this purpose, new taxes amounting to Rs750 billion
were imposed in the budget.
As a consequence, the economy has indeed been
stabilized, reserves have seen healthy growth, reaching
$11.5 billion (highest in 22 months) compared to less
than $8 billion a few months ago. The exchange rate
has also stabilized around Rs155 which was where it
was set after the Fund program.
However, what has been witnessed in its aftermath is
nothing short of an over-kill. Imports are already down
by $11 billion since July 2018, with exports rising by
a paltry $300 million. The loss of imports has led to a
massive slow-down in industrial production, with largescale industry down by 6.5 percent during Jul-Oct 2018
on top of a decline of 3.65 percent during 2018-19.
Thus, stability was achieved at the cost of something
that is akin to breaking the fever via an antibiotic
which in the process has left no energy in the body.
Everywhere, production is on the decline, imports have
stopped without giving a significant boost to exports.
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At the current rate, imports would be down by $15
billion from the high level of $60 billion in June 2018,
without any significant rise in exports.
Last year, the GDP was recorded at $284 billion, down
from $315 billion a year earlier. This loss of dollar
GDP is a consequence of massive devaluation. Imports
decline of $15 billion would mean that a quarter of
our imports are lost. The value chain associated with
imports is extensive and all-pervasive. Nearly all sectors
have been affected – from food to petroleum, from
agriculture to metals and from textiles to machinery.
Whatever is left has been made hugely costly because
of devaluation.
So everywhere we see prices rising, peoples’ incomes
declining and demand cut down significantly. The
inflationary spiral is also unprecedented. Food inflation
is the main driver despite some respite in several
food prices. Sensitive price index continues to remain
elevated to near 20 percent weak after weak since July
2019, hitting low-income groups the hardest.
The production scenario in agriculture is also depressing.
The main cotton crop is facing a major decline. The
data on cotton arrivals until January 3, 2020 is showing
a decrease of 21 percent over the same period last year,
which crop was also short. The textile industry cannot
survive without resorting to significant imports but its
economics is bad. The recent ECC decision to remove
import duty on cotton is timely. Sugarcane is also said
to be lagging behind the target. Rice, on the other hand,
is reportedly seeing a strong crop which would help lift
overall exports.
The tax collection performance (16 percent growth) is
definitely better than last year but nowhere close to the
target of 45 percent or even with the reduced target by
the IMF. The department is lamenting that it has faced
a nearly Rs500 billion shortfall in revenue because
of loss of imports. But this is an outcome of a flawed
policy where massive devaluation was also coupled
with additional taxation using additional customs
duty, valuation of imports at the retail prices for tax
purposes and regulatory duty, leading to unprecedented
rise in prices of imported products. The domestic
prices of products using imports have suddenly risen
to previously unprecedented levels. With declining
incomes, demand has nosedived thereby engendering
fears of recession.
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The squeeze on domestic credit is too harsh. As against
a flow of Rs1.1 trillion until Dec 28, 2018, the domestic
credit was negative Rs202 billion until Dec 27, 2019.
Even after excluding the inter SBP-Scheduled Banks
adjustment of credit to government, there is a significant
decline in available credit. The credit to private sector
during the year was Rs117 billion compared to Rs504
billion last year. These numbers, which would not
be relaxed in any significant measure during the
programme period, are sufficient to realize how far the
economy would remain in stabilization mode and talk
of growth would be premature.
The fact that a small increase in petroleum prices on
the eve of the new year was passed on to the consumers
shows how steadfastly the government is committed to
stabilization and how it will not consider an opportunity
to pass on relief to the consumers by lowering the high
rates of petroleum levy currently applicable.

DEMOCRATIC DICTATORSHIP
1. It is a famous proverb in
Pakistani politics that worst
form of Democracy is better
than Dictatorship. However
it will not be cognizant to
justify a proverb without test
and analysis. In Pakistani
environments,
dictatorship Mrs. Shazia Amna
Yaser
is only linked with Martial
Law; where a state is being governed by a Military
Ruler. Mostly Pakistan has been governed by the
democratic regimes; including Presidential and
Parliamentary form of governments. May it be
dictatorship or democracy; the difference lies in
the aspect of CHECK AND BALANCE OF
POWERS. It will be prudent to understand about
democracy and dictatorship before evaluating the
both with reference to aspect of Check and Balance.
2. Dictatorship
2.1 Person exercising absolute power, especially a
ruler who has absolute and unrestricted control
in a government without hereditary succession.
2.2 A person invested with supreme authority; all
government organs being subordinated to him.

Under the circumstances, the prime minister’s desire is
unlikely to be realized without a significant respite in
the Fund programme, which focuses on stability and
not on growth. The average growth in the three-year
programme would be slightly less than 3 percent. After
an anaemic growth rate of 3.3 percent year (which some
economists estimate at less than 2 percent), this year it
is projected at 2.4 percent – woefully inadequate for job
creation.
In an environment of high interest rate, declining
production, both in industry and agriculture, rising
prices, declining credit to the private sector (a proxy for
investment), muted growth in momentary assets and a
general feeling of despair, the necessary elements that
unleash growth are missing. The prime minister has
to redraw the economic strategy if he wants to follow
a path that would spur growth and create jobs. The
present course is unfit to meet his desire.
2.3 A person who authoritatively prescribes
conduct, usage, and exercises authority without
any check and balance.
2.4 A person who dictates rule that suits him in
person or as head of a state.
3. Democracy
3.1 Government by the people; a form of
government in which the supreme power is
vested in the people and exercised directly by
them or by their elected agents under a free
electoral system.
3.2 In democratic form of government,
masses exercise their powers through their
representative. Hence representatives cannot go
beyond the wishes of the people.
3.3 No person can have the absolute sovereignty
as it belongs to Allah Almighty, hence all
the representatives are accountable to their
constituency members and are supposed to
discharge their duties under much needed
Check and Balance.
3.4 Government of the people, by the people and
for the people.
3.5 A state of society characterized by formal
equality of rights and privileges
15
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4. Check and Balance
The basic difference between the dictatorship and
democracy is of Check and Balance; as it is the most
vital component of PEOPLES’ AUTHORITY,
Accountability, Justice, Separation of Power
and Governance. It is pertinent to understand and
propagate that this vital element has been covertly
removed from the constitution by the self-centered
Pakistani politicians just to suit their political
requirements. Politicians from all the political
parties joined hands to avoid the aspect of Check
and Balance. The politicians who have been harping
for the democracy, just took a few days to amend
the constitution of 1973 and disposed of this vital
and prudent aspect in following two steps:4.1 As a first step in 1997, the elected Parliament of
Pakistan adopted the Thirteenth Amendment
to the Constitution of Pakistan and removed
article 58(2)(b). The amendment stripped the
President of Pakistan of his reserve power to
dissolve the National Assembly, and thereby
holding new elections and dismissing the Prime
Minister. The Constitutional Amendment was
supported by both the government and the
opposition, and was thus passed unanimously.
4.2 As a second step again in same year, same
elected Parliament of Pakistan adopted the

Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution
of Pakistan; which subjected Members of
Parliament to a very strict party discipline. Party
leaders received unlimited power to dismiss any
of their legislators, even if it was Prime Minister
from Parliament, even if they spoke or voted
against their party. The Fourteenth Amendment
effectively prevented the Prime Minister from
being dismissed by a no confidence vote. A few
months earlier, the Thirteenth Amendment took
away the President’s reserve power to remove
a Prime Minister by dissolving Parliament and
calling new elections.
5. The amendments removed nearly all checks and
balances on the Prime Minister’s power, since there
was virtually no way he could be legally dismissed.
Result of these amendments has led to a pure and
absolute dictatorship that too in garb of democracy.
Apart from Pakistani perspective, even once these
amendments are compared with the international
concepts; as mentioned in para 2 and 3 above, it is
evident that the result of the amendments are in
consonance with all the attributes of dictatorship
in garb of democracy. Consequently it will be
prudent to highlight this vital aspect to the masses,
so that politicians are compelled to cancel these
non-democratic amendments for restoration of true
democracy.

Introduction
Mrs. Shazia Amna Yaser has done Masters in Political Science and Special Education.
She has a vast experience of being an educationist and has served the cause of
education in Baluchistan. She has interest in global politics and is an accomplished
writer. She is a graphic designer with special interest in oil painting.
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STORM CREATED OVER
MANZOOR PASHTEEN’S ARREST
Manzoor Mehsud, hailing from
humble background in South
Waziristan (SW), was an unknown
figure till the killing of Naqibullah
Mehsud in January 2018 at the
hands of police squad led by
SSP Rao Anwar. He initiated
Brig Asif Haroon Raja
nonviolent movement under the
name of Mehsud Tahafuz Movement demanding arrest
of killers of Naqibullah. Once he gained prominence,
guided by hidden hands he named the movement
as Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) to gather
sympathies of Pashtun community. He started wearing
a red cap and was nicknamed Manzoor Pashteen. Other
PTM members also made the red cap as part of their
dress.
When he started receiving funds from foreign agencies,
he organised big rallies in all seven agencies of FATA,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and other cities of Pakistan
to make his movement broad based. With plentiful
resources and backing, PTM organised meetings and
poster campaigns in European countries.
PTM was allowed to take part in July 2018 elections
with a view to mainstream it. Mohsin Dawar from North
Waziristan (NW) and Ali Wazir from SW got elected
for National Assembly from the platform of PTM.
Tutored by RAW and NDS, the PTM leaders focused
their attention towards stoking Pashtun nationalism and
spoiling the image of Pak Army. This was necessitated
in the wake of TTP having lost all their safe havens and
terror infrastructure in FATA as a result of Operation
Zarb-e-Azb, and combing operation of Raddul Fasaad
to eliminate sleeping cells, facilitators and handlers of
terrorists all over the country. Above all, development
of FATA and merger of FATA into KP together with
fencing of western border gave a severe blow to the
cross border terrorism supervised from Kabul to
destabilize Pakistan.
India, Afghanistan and the US are unhappy that Pak
military defeated terrorism and cleared FATA of all

foreign paid terrorist groups and restored peace. PTM
was launched as a political face of TTP with a view to
washout the good work of Pak Army and to discredit it
in the eyes of people.
Manzoor Pashteen exploited the deprivations of people
of FATA which had remained Ilaqa Ghair till its merger
with KP and brought into mainstream last year. He
also started a whispering campaign and injected hatred
against the army to pollute the minds of the Pashtuns.
Instead of condemning India for its mass human rights
abuses against minorities in India and against the
Kashmiris, or censuring the US installed puppet regime
in Kabul involved in killing Afghan Pashtuns, or
reproving the TTP involved in bloodying the Pashtuns
in FATA and in KP, Pashteen and other PTM leaders
promoted foreign agenda by terming Pak Army as an
occupying army involved in human rights violations
and disrespecting women. Pashteen blamed the army
for abducting the tribesmen, carrying out night raids
into houses, mining built up areas that are causing
fatalities and injuries to the people, harassing the people
and impeding movement with the help of check posts
etc. Pashtuns were projected as the victims of Army’s
tyranny.
Gulalai Ismail belonging to tribal area added juice to the
propaganda war by spreading fake stories that soldiers
were disturbing the sanctity of the women in the tribal
belt. Since she was not checkmated, she managed to
slip out and started spewing venom against Pak Army
from Washington.
Encouraged by the big crowds they attracted in their
public rallies, Pashteen and other PTM leaders including
the elected MNAs put forward following demands and
kept pressing the government to fulfil them irrespective
of the fact that the overall security situation has yet not
been fully stabilized:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Release missing persons in FATA.
Lift landmines.
Remove military check posts.
Make compensation for the losses in persons and
material.
e. Army to move out of FATA.
17
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These demands were made in order to facilitate re-entry
of TTP.

counselling not to indulge in subversive and anti-state
activities.

From 2003 to 2016, FATA was profusely bled by
foreign sponsored proxies and drones. Hundreds of
pro-Pakistan elders and religious figures were killed in
Waziristan to create space for the TTP. Teenagers were
brainwashed and made suicide bombers. Thousands
died or got injured as a result of suicide attacks and
IEDs. All schools were vandalized and girls prohibited
to receive education. Each house in FATA and in Swat
were bound to spare one young son to become a militant
and one girl to get married to the militant. Abduction
for ransom was common and the ones not falling in
line were hanged to death. Peace committees of loyal
tribesmen were attacked and members hacked to death.
Millions of people of tribal belt left their homes and
lived in camps.

Pashteen was accompanied by nine members of PTM
during his speech on 18 January, and MNA Ali Wazir
elected from PTM ticket and Imran Mukhlis were also
present. He stated that he doesn’t recognize Pakistan’s
1973 Constitution since it is against human rights. He
fanned hatred between ethnic communities and passed
threatening remarks against the government.

During all those bloody years, where was Manzoor
Pashteen? Why didn’t he raise his voice against TTP,
drone war, or Fazlullah who had turned Swat into hell?
Who provided protection to the people of FATA, army
or PTM?
Pak Army restored order after sacrificing 7000 lives
of officers and men and injuries to thousands. All
displaced persons have been resettled and rehabilitated
and former FATA now gives an altogether new look due
to network of roads, bridges, dams, schools, colleges,
cadet colleges, technical institutes, community centres,
hospitals, housing complexes, sports grounds. Cricket
matches, car races and cultural programs have been
held. CPEC and construction of special economic zones
will further benefit this region.
Manzoor Pashteen and nine others were arrested by the
police on 27 January at Tehkal near Peshawar after an
FiR had been registered by the police in Dera Ismail
Khel (DIK) on 21 Jan on account of his inflammatory
speech he delivered in a marriage hall in DIK on 18
January. He had planned another anti-Pakistan speech
at a meeting in SW on 27 January for which he had
received funds from his sponsors RAW and NDS and
about which the intelligence agencies had gathered
information. He had refused to pay heed to repeated
18

About 10 months ago, on account of PTM’s antiPakistan agenda, former DG ISPR in his press briefing
had warned the PTM leadership that their time was up
and asked them to explain their funding from abroad
about which the army had gathered concrete evidence.
All the public meetings organized by PTM inside
and outside the country were funded by anti-Pakistan
foreign agencies. Majority of funds are received by
the PTM from the Indian Consulates in Qandahar and
Jalalabad.
RAW agents are working in Indian Embassy in Kabul
and in the Indian Consulates in eastern and southern
Afghanistan since 2002 who in concert with 14 Indian
intelligence agencies, Afghan RAAM and NDS have
been conducting massive proxy war against Pakistan.
Earlier on, they were funding and equipping TTP and
its affiliates but after their ouster from FATA in 2016,
PTM is being funded to do what TTP couldn’t do.
70% of funds are provided by RAW and 30% by NDS
to PTM. Funds are sent through underhand Hundi and
Hawala system. Despite the availability of proofs and
non-adherence to warnings, the authorities have been
soft towards the PTM and refrained from arresting its
leadership hoping that sooner than later they would
come on the right track. Efforts were made to engage
PTM leadership in talks and most of their demands
had also been met, but the government’s softness and
inaction was miscued as a sign of weakness. Lured by
the big money, the PTM continued to indulge in antistate activities.
Pashteen and his colleagues were sent to central jail in
Peshawar by the court on a 14 days judicial remand.
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His lawyers promptly filed a petition for bail on the
following day, which was rejected by the Peshawar
Court. It issued instructions to shift the detainees to
DIK jail for trial by DIK court under 5 sections of penal
code. These are sections 50B, 120D, 123A, 124A,
153A related to sedition, conspiracy, fanning hatred,
condemning creation of Pakistan and creating enmity
between ethnic communities.
Sensing that Pashteen’s and his party’s nefarious
activities would be fully exposed during the intended
trial, his facilitators inside and outside the country sprang
into action. Soon after his arrest, the Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani in his futile bid to gain popularity of the
Pashtuns living on both sides of the Durand line kicked
dust and condemned the police action. Pak Foreign
Office promptly rejected his diatribe and termed it as
interference in internal affairs. On the following day,
former Afghan President Hamid Karzai feeling left out
and discarded added fuel to the Pashtun nationalism by
demanding immediate release of Pashteen. Ironically,
the two Afghan leaders having played a lead role in the
destruction of Afghanistan have never uttered a word
of protest or sympathy over the daily killings of Afghan
Pashtuns on account of ruthless aerial bombardment of
occupying forces and their collaborators.
Reportedly. RAW-NDS have jointly prepared a strategy
to exploit the arrest of Pashteen and to raise a storm all
over the world. Separate funds have been allocated for
the propaganda and diplomatic offensive to once again
spoil the image of Pakistan. The phase one of the plan
envisages staging protests in front of Pak Embassy in
Washington and Pak Consulate in New York. In the next
phase the scope would be enlarged by organizing protest
rallies in front of the UN building and Pak Embassies/
Consulates in Australia, UK, France, Germany and
other European capital cities.
On 28 January, a handful of Afghans, mostly on the
payroll of NDS together with runaway TTP elements
organized a protest in Kunar and Khost. Afghan
Parliament member Maryum Suleman led the so-called
protest.

its eyes and ears with regard to inhuman barbarities
committed by Indian forces against the locked up 8
million Kashmiris in Indian Occupied Kashmir since 5
August 2019, and Indian Police savagery against Indian
citizens including students protesting discriminatory
Citizenship Act, has woken up from its slumber
and given its reaction by demanding immediate and
unconditional release of Pashteen and his colleagues
and has asked Pakistan to provide them right of
freedom of speech and movement. It didn’t clarify as
to which country in the world tolerates hate filled antistate speeches!
In Pakistan, Mohsin Dawar and others tried to disturb
law and order in Peshawar on 27 January. ANP leaders
Afrasyab Khattak, his son, Bushra Gohar and MNA
Ali Wazir were also present. Mohsin Dawar and some
others were arrested and jailed, while ANP leaders and
Ali Wazir were spared. The two PTM MNAs Mohsin
and Wazir had been arrested sometime back because
of their involvement in attack on a military check post
in North Waziristan but after detaining them for few
weeks were released. Ali Wazir is presently active in
social media and involved in disinformation campaign
to malign the government and the army.
ANP head Asfandyar, NP head Hasil Bizinjo and
PkMAP head Mehmood Achakzai have also expressed
their concern over the arrest of Pashteen. Remnants
of TTP terrorists backed by RAW and NDS are still
hiding in Baluchistan and KP and carryout acts of terror
whenever an opportunity come their way.
India is hoping to dilute the increasing world pressure
over its gross human rights violations against Indian
minorities and Kashmiris by drumming up Pashteen’s
arrest and making it a human rights issue, and
distracting the world attention from India to Pakistan.
A long rope was given to Manzoor Pashteen and his
constant anti-Pakistan activities were ignored for long.
The government must remain steadfast in dealing with
the PTM playing into the hands of enemies of Pakistan
and trying to roll back all the achievements made by the
army. Indo-Afghan propaganda must be firmly resisted.

Amnesty International South Asia which has closed
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THE NATIONAL SECURITY
PARADIGM
The core concepts of defence and
security matters have not spawned a
serious political debate in Pakistan
so far, probably because of their
complexity. However, evinced
from the scores of the National
Security Committee (NSC) and
the National Command Authority
Lt Gen (R) Raza
(NCA) meetings in the recent
past, successive governments, Muhammad Khan
HI (M)
appear to be seeking to put
national defence back in its box and substituting it with
national security. This is the right approach, whether by
design or default, as national defense mainly relates to
the military domain and sometimes exudes a passive
attitude, which usually benefits the aggressors, besides
being asynchronous with the obtaining sub-continental
environment. In comparison, national security is a
flexible and expansive alternative, encompassing a
broad range of external and internal risks, challenges
and concerns, that Pakistan faces and the employment
of all elements of national power, to respond to these.
This policy flows from the vital national interests, to
be protected or promoted and ensures safeguarding of
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, through
balancing of the available means and indicating the
ways, to do so. It is gratifying that today; Pakistan is
more secure than before, despite some imperfections
and constraints of our existing security structure and
politico-military decisions. However, a heavy and
unprecedented price, in terms of blood and treasure
was paid, for these flaws. In the foreseeable future,
numerous threats like terrorism, economic coercion
and strangulation, extremism, hybrid warfare, subconventional aggression and other forms of conflict, are
inevitable as well; demanding even greater sacrifices
and synergy of efforts. Thus, an appraisal of two
areas, for further optimization of our national security
paradigm is warranted. One is to bring about a major
shift in the security apparatus and structure; the other
is to improve and formalize the process, functioning
and framing of our security strategies and doctrine. The
former can be achieved through a collective refinement
of the existing, five tiers of the security organization;
comprising the NSC; NCA; Defence Committee of the
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Cabinet (DCC); Defence Council (DC) and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee (JCSC). Among these, the
first four components include key federal ministers,
the three services chiefs and the chairman JCSC,
while the last is primarily a military forum. The NSC
and NCA are headed by the PM and the DCC and DC
by the Defense Minister. Presently, the NSC at the
top resembles a consultative forum on geopolitical
and strategic environment and some policy matters
with security overtones, due to the absence of a wellconsidered and defined catalogue of national interests
and objectives, and an official security policy that is
premised on them. Due to this inadequacy, economic,
energy, cyber, space, human and food security appears
outside the NSC’s ambit. Further, within the security
hierarchy, the national security adviser’s (NSA) role
appears ambiguous, and sometimes redundant. Besides,
the NSC secretariat, comprising a few bureaucrats
and an academician, is unable to perform efficiently.
At the second layer, since the NCA is appropriately
configured, it can effectively develop and employ the
nuclear forces, under its constitutional ‘authority’. The
DCC, at the third level, approves the defence policy but
is dormant, possibly since it is based on a committee
system. At tier four, the DC is responsible for oversight
and development of the military, budget allocations and
acting as a filter between itself and the DCC; however
it is also inactive. Finally, though the Chairman
JCSC performs a crucial role at the NCA, but in the
conventional sphere, besides coordination on major triservices matters, he does not wield executive authority
over the forces. As the committee system prevails at
the JCSC forum, its decisions are wasteful in time
and the one suggestion that makes absolute sense can
be lost in efforts to build consensus. From a military
standpoint, this system is particularly unconducive
to produce efficient and urgent decisions during war
or to harmonize the structural growth, evolution of
doctrines and standardization of military system during
peacetime. Unity of purpose, joint preparedness, and
interoperability in the military is lacking, integrated
employment is challenging and optimum utilization of
the security budget is tough. Finally, the present system
allows direct access by the heads of the armed forces
to the PM, which is most helpful for single service
interests, but not for inter-services harmonization.
So here are some recommendations to eradicate the
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snags: First; despite some organizational defects, the
DCC and DC are valuable mechanisms and they must
therefore be revived. Second; most countries, including
India, have vested the command and control of all or
parts of military assets, in a single authority from the
dominant service, called the CDS (also other names),
who reports directly to the government, ensuring
a robust chain of military command and control.
Though the CDS usually acts as the principal advisor
to the government on military matters, but within
this framework, the services chiefs have considerable
autonomy. Adoption of this model by Pakistan is
imperative to ensure force multiplication to overcome
multiple security challenges, eliminating duplicity and
bringing fiscal efficiency. Meanwhile, the role of the NSA
must be redefined, the capacity of the NSC secretariat
enhanced and the existing Joint Staff Headquarters,
that is the secretariat of the JCSC, (and later the CDS),

must be reinforced. Finally, a more daunting, but vital
transformation is to enact laws that compel the federal
government to periodically determine national interests
and formulate comprehensive security policies. This
top down approach will guarantee that the defence,
internal security and other associated policies flow out
logically and coherently from guidance at the uppermost
level; which shall certainly swing the onus of security
in the political domain, where it rightly belongs.
Besides enhancing national resilience, these reforms
will simplify and streamline military management and
oversight, while enhancing the rather hyped, ‘civilian
control of military authorities’. A forceful civilian
intervention is necessary for this reorganization and
it should therefore be collectively sponsored by the
government and the two parliamentary committees on
defence.

FOREWORD
ON THE THESIS
‘POWER STRUGGLE IN INDIAN OCEAN IN POST COLD WAR ERA
AND ITS GEO-STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS FOR PAKISTAN’
BY BAKHTIAR HAKEEM
Geography has been a pivotal facet in civilization development;
predominantly civilizations have emerged and progressed
along waters. It’s a proverb that land divides and seas unites.
Waters have also assisted explorers like Ibn-e-Battuta, Marco
Polo and Zheng He to explore the planet. The great explorers
have trended an inclusive trade and cultural harmony. The trade Dr. Hasan Y. Mallik
gradually started transforming into competition between various
nations; demanding a strong naval power not only to deal with the menace of
piracy but also to secure the sea trade routes. The trade competition in Indian
Ocean, Mediterranean and Aegean Sea commenced in 11th Century and since than
Indian Ocean has engulfed various clashes between Chola, Sirivijaya dynasties
from Bay of Bengal to Sumatra. The quest to influence Indo-Pacific Region was
joined by the Ming dynasty in 15th century. It was after the establishment of the Arab-Islamic Navy at Cochin
and Diu that proved pivotal in Portuguese and other European nations to dominate the Indian Ocean till 19th
century when Japan and U.S started dominating it. Author has bequeathed a practical and a contemporary
account of power struggle in Indian Ocean since cold war; with a view to determine geo-strategic implications
for Pakistan in a very concise and persuasive manner. Author has emphasised that littoral states, regional and
extra regional powers including Iran, Pakistan, India, China and U.S are endeavouring to dominate the IndoPacific Region since Cold War. While exploring the historical facets relating to maritime dimensions of Indian
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Ocean, it has been highlighted that a potent naval
power of Oman was replaced by British till 1971 and
next was the U.S to follow the suit ;once British rolled
back from Malaysia, Singapore and Persian Gulf.
The U.S started influencing Indo-Pacific Region by
dominating most of the bottle necks; independently or
with Indian assistance in Andaman Nicobar Islands.
USSR had been making efforts to influence Pacific
Ocean and Mediterranean Sea however it could only
institute a little presence in Indian Ocean with Indian
assistance. In contemporary scenario China is not only
building a Blue Water Navy but is also trying to secure
its SLOCs by countering the U.S domination in South
China Sea, Indian and Atlantic Ocean. Pakistan being at
confluence, two continents and mouth of Persian Gulf
will remain subject to various diplomatic, economic,
military and social implications for being portion of
vibrant Indo-Pacific Region. As Pakistan has been
blessed with diplo-economic manoeuvre place hence it
will remain a dynamic facet for inclusive preeminence.
Apart from trusted relations with China, it is principally
its location that has afforded it an opportunity it to be
a pivot of CPEC and BRI. Gwadar Port being a pivot
linking Eurasian and Indo-Australian continental plates
will enrich the diplo-economic ties and will dominate
the Blue Diplomacy.
I am sure that his pursuit will be a source of knowledge
and motivation to enhance the facet of Maritime Affairs.
It was interesting to know that author’s interest in
maritime affairs has developed through his blood linage.

22

THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM OF
UZBEKISTAN IS BETTER THAN
PAKISTAN
Uzbekistan is a republic with
a strong presidential system
in which the executive branch
exercises wide authority relative
to the parliament (Oliy Majlis).
The parliament comprises two
chambers–an indirectly elected
100-member Senate and a lower
Mr. Kunwar
chamber with 150 members. The
Muhammad Dilshad
members of the lower chamber
are elected from single-mandate majoritarian districts.
If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast, a
second round between the two leading candidates will
be held. The elections will be held under a substantially
revised legal framework. The Election Code, adopted
in February 2019, unifies five different laws. It
addresses certain previous ODIHR recommendations,
including the removal of provisions for reserved seats
in the parliament previously filled through an indirect
election, removal of undue restrictions on voting rights
based on on-going criminal proceedings or a conviction,
introduction of a maximum permissible deviation in
the size of electoral districts, revision of candidate
support signature requirements and allowing voters to
sign in support of more than one prospective electoral
contestant. However, the Election Code does not
address a number of long-standing recommendations,
many of which pertain to restrictions on or an
absence of guarantees of fundamental freedoms. The
parliamentary elections has been administered by a
three-tiered election administration, including the
CEC, 150 District Election Commissions (DECs), and
over 9,000 Precinct Election Commissions (PECs).
The CEC has planned an extensive cascade training
for all DEC and PEC members throughout the country
and a comprehensive voter awareness campaign on
various aspects of the electoral process. Most Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights NAM
interlocutors acknowledged that proxy voting on behalf
of several voters was still practiced throughout the
country, especially in rural areas, and welcomed the
efforts to tackle this phenomenon. Special measures
were planned to facilitate independent participation
and further protection of electoral rights of voters
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with disabilities. Voter registration is passive. For the
first time, the voter lists had compiled based on the
Single Electronic Voter Register, which was extracted
from the Information System on Electoral Process
Management, based on a compilation of information
from various government authorities. The ODIHR
NAM interlocutors expressed confidence that the
SEVR became fully operational for the upcoming
elections, although some noted concerns that it may not
be sufficiently accurate due to the shortage of time, the
complexity of interaction of the various bodies involved
in the process and the large volume of information to
be processed. Candidates can only be put forward by
registered political parties. Independent candidacies
are not provided for by the law, despite a previous
ODIHR recommendation. Positively, the new Election
Code permits a voter to sign in support of more than
one political party seeking to contest an election, in line
with international good practice and a previous ODIHR
recommendation.
The election campaign commenced upon completion
of candidate registration and ends one day prior to
the election. The law contains provisions focused
on ensuring equal campaign opportunities for all
contestants, including in terms of holding meetings
and access to the media. Political parties informed
the ODIHR NAM that they expect the campaign to
be vibrant with candidates using a combination of
campaign strategies, including the use of social media.
All election related expenses are funded by the state.
The amount of state funding allocated to a political
party depends on its number of registered candidates.
The Constitution provides for freedom of expression,
while the Election Code and relevant CEC regulations
govern the media’s conduct throughout the electoral
period. The media are held accountable for the
trustworthiness of the disseminated information and
defamation remains criminalized. Online sources are
increasingly used as a source of political information
and strive to challenge the traditional approaches to
covering domestic events. Access to multiple internetbased media had been recently restored after more than
ten years of intermittent blocking. The legal framework
requires equal allocation of time and space among
the candidates within the media. All interlocutors
met with during the ODIHR NAM underscored the
need for an ODIHR election observation activity for

the parliamentary elections noting that an external
assessment would be of added value. Representatives
of official bodies emphasized that the electoral process
would be transparent and that any recommendations
for potential improvement of the process would be
welcome. In considering an observation activity, the
ODIHR NAM has taken into account the various
findings outlined in this report. Specific aspects that
could benefit from review include the implementation
of a substantially revised legal framework, the work of
election administration at all levels, including the ongoing efforts of the authorities to prevent proxy voting
and the conduct of election day procedures, the new
system of voter registration, and the environment and
conduct of the electoral campaign, including media
coverage. On this basis, and despite outstanding issues
with regard to the respect of fundamental freedoms,
the ODIHR NAM recommends the deployment of an
election observation mission for the 2019 parliamentary
elections. In addition to a core team of experts, ODIHR
will request the secondment by OSCE participating
States of 30 long-term observers to follow the election
process countrywide, as well as 250 short-term
observers to follow election day procedures. In line
with ODIHR’s standard methodology, the EOM would
include a media monitoring element.
A. Background and Political Context
Uzbekistan is a republic with a strong presidential
system in which the executive branch exercises wide
authority relative to the parliament. Since Shavkat
Mirziyoyev was elected president of Uzbekistan in
December 2016, the country is experiencing a new
pace of ambitious reforms targeting the country’s
economy and the governance system. ODIHR NAM
interlocutors underscored in particular the abolishment
of currency controls, visa liberalization for foreigners,
rapprochement with neighboring countries, the release
of a number of political prisoners and the reforms of the
law-enforcement bodies as some of the most tangible
results of the reforms implemented in the country.
B. Electoral System and Legal Framework
The parliament (Oliy Majlis) comprises two chambers
– a 100-member Senate and a lower chamber with 150
members, both with five-year terms. The composition
of the Senate is based on territorial representation,
with 6 members indirectly elected from each of
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the 12 regions, city of Tashkent and the Republic of
Karakalpakistan, and 16 senators appointed by the
president. The members of the lower chamber are
elected from single-mandate majoritarian districts.
If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast,
a second round between the two leading candidates
will be held in two weeks. There is no minimum
voter turnout requirement for the elections to be valid.
Elections to the local and regional councils will be
held concurrently with the parliamentary ones. The
legal framework for parliamentary elections comprises
the Constitution, adopted in 1993 and last amended in
September 2014, and a new Election Code, adopted in
2019 following a previous ODIHR recommendation.
The legal framework for elections also includes the
Law on Political Parties, the Law on Financing of
Political Parties, relevant provisions of the Criminal
Code and the Code of Administrative Offences, and
regulations of the Central Election Commission (CEC).
The Election Code unifies five different laws, which
regulated the conduct of presidential, parliamentary
and local elections, outlined guarantees of citizens’
suffrage rights and established the framework for
activities of the CEC. As part of a follow-up process
to ODIHR’s electoral recommendations, the authorities
requested an opinion of the ODIHR and the Council
of Europe’s European Commission for Democracy
through Law (Venice Commission), which together
provided extensive comments and recommendations
on the draft text.
The Election Code addresses certain previous ODIHR
and Venice Commission recommendations, including
the removal of provisions for reserved seats in the lower
chamber of the parliament previously filled through
indirect election, removal of undue restrictions on
voting rights based on on-going criminal proceedings
or a conviction, introduction of a maximum permissible
deviation in the size of electoral districts, revision of
candidate support signature requirements and allowing
voters to sign in support of more than one prospective
electoral contestant. All election related expenses
were funded by the state. The amount of state funding
allocated to a political party depends on its number of
registered candidates. For these elections, this amount is
expected to be set at UZS 10mln (an equivalent of some
EUR 1,000) per candidate. Private funding specifically
to parties or candidates for campaigning is prohibited;
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however, funds may be donated to the CEC which is
required to spend them during election campaign or
to disturb them equally among contestants. Donations
from foreigners and foreign entities are prohibited. The
provision of financial payments or gifts to voters during
campaign events is not permitted. The electoral system
of UZBEKISTAN is near to the electoral system of
Pakistan to some extent; however, ground reality is that
the electoral laws of UZBEKISTAN is better to Pakistan
in order to eliminate the family politics. First past the
post system is negation to the spirit of democracy and
Pakistan electoral system was taken from the British
parliament.

WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS
84 FD REGT ARTY at DISTRICT
TANK
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INTERVIEW OF TRAVEL AND A
TRAVELER
The United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
is a global body that collects
valuable data from around the
globe regarding tourism and
gives valuable insights for both
travelers and the governmental
bodies. UNWTO also issues
Mr. Fahad Shah
an annual report which carries
the yearly trends, statistics,
top destinations, etc. According to a press release by
UNWTO on 9th September 2019, the Middle East
experienced an 8% growth in tourist arrivals whereas
Asia and Pacific 6% followed by Europe, Africa, and
Americas as compared to last year from January to
June. Destinations worldwide received 671 million
international tourist arrivals which are surprisingly 30
million more than the previous year for some period.
The statistics of UNWTO issued in 2018 show that the
USA tops the list of top earners from tourism with USD
211 Billion followed by Spain and France. The growth
in the Middle East was high mostly because of the
religious events and also the efforts of Saudi Arabia for
its vision 2030. Some of the top spenders on tourism
were China with a gigantic amount of USD 258 billion.
With these figures, we can imagine that how important
tourism is internationally and what kind of income
can a country generate just from its tourism sector. As
per the UNWTO forecast, the world tourist arrivals
internationally will reach 1.8 billion by 2030.

As per statistics published by World Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC) for 2018, tourism contributes to
approx. 7.1% of the total of Pakistan’s GDP. The total
contribution of Tourism in our employment is more
than 3.8 million which is 6.1% of total employment,
which is expected to rise to almost 5 million jobs until
2029 according to WTTC. The amount spent by a
tourist was around 115.2 billion PKR which is 3.9% of
total exports. When we compare the number of tourists
visited Pakistan in terms of geographical area, most of
the tourism was attracted from the UK which was about
31% of the total international inbound arrivals followed
by the USA which was around 15%. For the year 2018,
the percentage of spending by visitors who mentioned
their visit as pleasure was around 84% and 16% was
identified as business spending. The interesting factor
is that 93% of spending came from domestic travel and
only 7% came from International.
During a speech by Prime Minister Imran Khan on
Pakistan Tourism Summit held in Islamabad in April
2019 he talked about his vision of tourism in Pakistan
and efforts his government is going to do. In which
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he mentioned the diversity which our country has in
terms of deserts, mountain ranges, glaciers, pastors and
beaches and how social media can help as a marketing
tool. He also mentioned one very important point about
religious tourism which we can have and it’s potential.
There is no doubt that e visa service has attracted
a lot of tourism in Pakistan but when we look at the
statistical figures we realize that Pakistan has yet to
make substantial earning from International tourism.
Some of the international tourists made travel vlogs
and uploaded on social media platforms which not only
attracted a lot of traffic on their platforms but was also
appreciated by people all over the world. Surely that
will help in the marketing perspective of your tourism
spots.
I manage to interview one of the travel vloggers who
came to Pakistan with family and visited the northern
areas and Lahore. His social media channel had a lot
of positive feedback from people all over the world.
The travel vlogger is known as “where the jones” and
they are a nice family of a husband named Ronnie,
wife Amy and their two sons. Their interview will not
only tell us about their experience but can also help us
understand what are our lacking and what improvement
are needed.
Question: 1
How did you come to know about Pakistan?
Through our subscribers. One of our Pakistani
subscribers reached out to us about 2 years ago to
ask us if we had ever been to Pakistan. From there he
and Ronnie continued to have a conversation on the
topic. The subscriber is from Lahore and sent pictures
he took around Lahore and some of the other places
he had traveled to in Pakistan. This conversation led
to interest and a change in viewpoint as we started
to research- watch videos and read articles about the
current situation. Around the same time we had also
finished the EBC trek and wanted to do another and it
just so happens that the second-highest mountain, K2,
was in Pakistan.
Question: 2
Was it easy for you to get the Visa and was it cheap
or expensive compared to others?
When we first looked into the visa procedure 2 years
ago, it looked almost impossible as it was confusing.
Amy contacted the Pakistan Embassy to try to figure
out what was needed but all she was told was to apply
closer to the time that we were going to go to ensure
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that we were more likely to get approved for the time
we wanted. Also we are full-time travelers and at that
time we were going to have to send our passports to the
Embassy to process which could take up to 3 months,
so we would have had to arrange to be in the USA while
our visa was going to be processed with the possibility
of having to go to a consulate for an interview.
Amy would check on the procedure every couple of
months to see if anything changed. At the end of
2018, the new E-visa was launched, which we were
very excited about. Amy again tried to go through
the procedure and filled out about half of it for one of
us but ran into some problems with the new website
and promptly let them know about the issues she was
running into. About 2 months before we were going to
go to Pakistan she again looked into it and was able to
do the process. It still is very lengthy and requires more
documentation than we have had to do for any visa to
date but we were able to get all of the documentation
needed and uploaded to the application. We received
our approval within a few days.
Question: 3
What was the first impression that you got when you
first landed in Pakistan?
We didn’t have an impression of the country when first
landing. Though some things need to be handled at the
airport in terms of maintenance.
Unfortunately, the new airport does not seem new. The
women’s bathroom had pieces broken and there was no
toilet paper in the stalls even though there is a place for
it to go, the custodian for the women’s bathroom was
handing it out as people came in. In the immigration
area, there is new audio-visual equipment that is not in
use or not working.
The immigration officers are probably not trained on
how to handle the E-visa, as when we arrived at the
counter after waiting in line, that he couldn’t do it that
we had to wait on the side of the room. After waiting
about 15 minutes and being the last people in the room
someone was able to come to help us and that went
smoothly, which is a detailed process.
But when we first got to Islamabad we were impressed.
Good roads, clean and modern. And so many people
spoke English.
Question: 4
As you were traveling with your family, so how was
the overall infrastructure, for example, the roads,
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transport, hotels, general cleanliness, etc? How safe
the travel is for women and children since you were
traveling with family?
Roads- would rank them in the middle of all the
countries we have been to.
Transport- Since we had a prearranged company to
transport us through the northern area, we didn’t run
into any issues. Also in the major cities, there is a
good network of Uber and Careem, which we rely on
for transportation within cities. Also, all of our friends
were very insistent on taking us to a lot of the places
that we wanted to visit so there is that also- Pakistan’s
awesome hospitality.
Hotels- It is a bit hard to find a reasonably priced clean
hotel, though the main place we used hotels was in the
north. We used Airbnb for Islamabad and Lahore. Also,
all of the 4 and 5-star hotels were more expensive than
many of the other places we have been, so we didn’t
stay at many of them for that reason.
General Cleanliness- We think that a substantial
amount of re-education is needed in terms of littering.
It is a serious problem in PK. Especially when you see
children just throwing trash out of school buses and no
adults even give it a second look. The sides of the train
tracks are like landfills at times.

Pakistanis, in general, are very hospitable, some of the
best hospitality we have yet to encounter. In-person we
were also treated with the most respect. Our well-being
was always a top priority with everyone we encountered
in PK. I believe that the way they practice their faith is
why they are so hospitable.
Religion is a sore spot for a substantial amount of the
population of earth as so many wars have occurred
because of intolerance for others believing in another
faith.
The different sects of the Muslim faith, from our
observation, in general, are more conservative than
other faiths but we do know of sects of other faiths that
are just as conservative.
In terms of radicalism, there are radicals of every faith
we know of. Unfortunately, the Muslim faith has had
the most recent widespread coverage of disastrous
radicalism.
But I guarantee those that have not researched this area
would be very pleasantly surprised upon encountering
PK hospitality.
Question: 7
Do you think that Islam is the major contributor
that has shaped this society of Pakistan?

I would say that travel as a family unit we felt pretty
safe though we did not feel safe enough for Amy or
Amy and the kids to go out by themselves. Also because
we feel being a Muslim country this might be an issue
for very tribal minded individuals. We just don’t have
enough info in this area.

Yes.

Question: 5

The main reason we came to Pakistan was to do the K2
Base Camp trek so we were really looking forward to
that and is definitely something we would recommend.

You traveled to many other countries also so how
do you compare Pakistan with them in terms of
facilities and expenses? And how often did you see
other foreign tourists on your way?
In terms of facilities, it is about the same as other Asian
countries we have been to, the expenses are on the lower
end except for lodging- that was a bit more expensive
for the well-kept places. We did not see many other
foreign tourists except on the K2 trek.
Question: 6
How did you find the hospitality of the people
in Pakistan because internationally the general
perspective of Muslims is that they very conservative
and radicals?

Question: 8
What areas did you visit in Pakistan during your
stay and what was that you were looking forward
to visiting? What are the places that you will highly
recommend to visit and why?

In the north, we went to Skardu, Askole, Gilgit, Astore,
Hunza, and Naran.
I definitely recommend spending at least a few days
for each place just to explore the different ways people
live in each of the areas. Every area we visited is
recommended as they are very diverse.
Question: 9
Do you think that global warming will severely affect
the northern areas more than other tourist spots in
the world?
I think that the climate changing will always affect
any landscape. To what degree, no one on earth can
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conclusively say.
Question: 10
If you could give suggestions, what needs to be done
here to promote tourism or what needs to be done to
make the facilities better etc?
One of the things that I feel will take the longest to
change is the abuse of status. Not only does this make
it harder for the lower-income people of Pakistan itself
but also causes the weirdest thing of causing traffic
jams because of someone parked on the street in front
of a restaurant - because they live by different rules.
Enforcing traffic laws is a big thing no matter who it is.
I also think preventing tuk-tuk/rickshaw, horse buggy,
etc. out of the multi-lane roads as they cause the most
traffic out of everything we saw.
Increase the awareness of cleanliness of public places
and care for the environment, especially for children.
From a tourist perspective, litter is the number one
issue. It can very quickly alloy one’s love for an area.
It takes some beautiful or interesting to which you
are drawn to and quickly repels you. So not good for
tourism to have areas that are “repelling”
Clean up in the tourist areas and maintain the facilities
of the tourist areas. Unfortunately, some of the worst
toilets and unkempt-ness was at the Pakistan Monument
Museum in Islamabad. As the facilities, cleanliness,
and ease of access to the trek to K2 base camp increases
so will the number of tourists who will visit.
The military checkpoint although mostly problemfree did cause us some concern a couple of times. The
weirdest instance of all was being pulled over and
inspected on the way to the Lahore airport the day we
were flying out of Pakistan. We were told to pull over
and they took Ronnie’s passport then didn’t give it
back then made him walkways over to a booth and was
asked a bunch of questions. It was not done respectfully
like all the checkpoints in the north. But we also don’t
feel that one can explore the north with a driver as it
would make it difficult to easily get through all those
checkpoints without an experienced local driver.
Reference:
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2019-09-09/international-tourism4-first-half-2019-world-tourism-organization-reports
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic-impact-research/
countries-2019/Pakistan2019.pdf
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THE ISSI: IDEOLOGY,
SYMBOLICS, AND COUNTER
NARRATIVES.
By: Masood Ashraf Raja Routledge; 2019

A Crisp Critique by:
The Author:
His speciality is Post-colonial
Studies, Globalization Theory, and
Islami(c) Cultures and Politics.
His previous work is also notable,
i.e.:

Dr. R M Ikram Azam

i. The Religious Right and the Talibanization of
America. (2016).
ii. Constructing Pakistan. (2010).
Dr. Raja’s next book in hand is: Democratic Criticism:
Poetics of Incitement and the Muslim Sacred.
The book under review does little to identify the author.
It carries neither his CV nor his photo. Reticence?
Secrecy? (Snobbery?.....) Happily, the inside front
jacket of his earlier book, Constructing Pakistan
(OUP; 2010) writes briefly about him that he is an
Assistant Professor of Post-colonial Literature and
Theory, at the Kent State University, USA; and the
Editor of Pakistaniaat: A Journal of Pakistan Studies.
His critical essays appear in international journals of
repute.
Alas! His photo is again missing. My bias --- I like to
know people by face.
In his ‘ISIS’ Acknowledgment, the author indicates
that his wife is Jenny Caneen (presumably an American
lady).
In his Introduction to the book, the writer reveals that
he has access to the Pakistan Army, especially the
ISI Dte., because he had served the former, before
retirement, in ‘my beloved Pakistan’ (pp. 1-2). The
ISI Deputy Director General and he had ‘served in the
same battalion a year before my retirement: he is a
“professional soldier and a decent human being, and
of course, a friend” (name not given; p. 1).
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The Book:
It is a well and widely researched work of just 150
pages. Its References cover five pages, and Index,
four pages. In the Introduction, the author states his
rationale for writing the book:
“This brief book, therefore, aims to discuss the symbolic
aspects of the ISIS connected to its rise, its spread,
and its legitimization strategies and narratives. My
purpose here is simple: to retrieve, as best as possible,
the narrative strategies that ISIS mobilizes, and the
historical matrix of the symbology within which it
articulates itself as an alternative counterforce to the
West in general, and the United States in particular”;
(p. 8).

Mr. Basharat Illahi

Apart from the pointedly pithy Introduction, the book’s
five main chapters are:
1. Historical Overview of the Rise Of ISIS.
2. The ISIS Self-Narrative: Ideology, Framing and
Discourse.
3. The ISSI Recruitment: Jihad, Mujahid and Perpetual
War.
4. “The Management Of Savegry”: a critical reading.
5. The Neoliberal Capital, the US Counter-Policies,
and their ramifications.
Conclusion: (pp. 139-141):
“As I conclude this book, the ISSI has been defeated,
and most of its foreign members have either been killed,
been arrested, are on the run”….. (p. 139).
But he cautions that the menace remains --- in a new
life….. So there is no scope for complacency. Much
depends on the even-changing objective conditions --for the better or worse….. There are no definite answers.
So the radar of flood-lit vigilance must continue to
operate, scanning the skies, spot-lighting the seas,
deserts and lands of our shrinking, shattered world.
This little book is a treasure trove of illuminatingly
insightful analyses. It is, therefore, strongly
recommended to serious students of the subject,
especially the policy makers and implementers.
Mr. Basharat Illahi, is a student of BS English at
Qurtaba Univ Peshawar. He is a poet, a creative writer
and a blogger.
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WINNING HEARTS AND
MINDS
84 FD REGT ARTY
at DISTRICT TANK
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WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS
(WHAM) ACTIVITIES - A
PRODIGIOUS HUMAN SERVICE
84 FD REGT ARTY (PASBAN-EHURRIAT) - DISTRICT TANK
“THE BEST AMONG YOU, ARE THOSE
WHO ARE BEST FOR OTHERS”. (PROPHET
MUHAMMAD PBUH)
Serving humanity is equivalent to serving the God.
Poverty in Pakistan in general and specifically in District
Tank (loc in Dera Ismail Khan Division of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province) is day by day growing because
of non-availability of basic human needs which are
tolerated by the citizens like education, unemployment,
basic health facilities even so even basic necessities
of daily life etc. Pakistan is a poor country where one
cannot make people of such areas opulent but can at
least help them achieve the essentials of life and lead a
prosperous life.
In this endeavor and amid population centric massive
interaction sequel to WHAM (Wining Hearts and
Minds) Campaign, Pakistan Army (84 Fd Regt Arty) is
playing its role effectively to bring the deprived people
of District Tank into main stream by organizing welfare
and prolific activities. After effective establishment of
free eye camp in September 2019 in Gomal, 84 Fd Regt
Arty promptly coordinated Free Eye Surgical Camp
at District Tank on immense demand of locals. 84 Fd
Regt Arty in collaboration with Al Shifa Eye Trust
Hospital organized a Free Eye Surgical Camp in Kaur
Fort (District Tank) from 11-15 Jan 2020. To sweep
the area completely, Camps were established at three
different places (Kaur Fort, DHQ Hospital Tank and
Wing Headquarters Jandola). 12 classified specialists
including female surgeons and 14 para medic staff (total
26 members’ team) examined overall 3500 plus patients
from far flung / inaccessible areas of District Tank. In
addition, 100 plus major surgeries were also carried
out. Moreover, 1178 patients were provided with free
medicines and glasses. This platform provided light of
vision to the poor patients and strengthened the trusted
bond between Army and local populace.
Prior to this, 84 Fd Regt Arty also organized Basic
Computer Courses at Kaur Fort, District Tank in order
to inculcate IT / computer proficiency skills in various
suite of programs by Microsoft Office corporation.

During computer courses, more than 300 students were
trained on software handling in 3 different computer
courses (40 days / each course). Qualified students
of each course were awarded with certificates. This
program was planned to make the youth of the area
productive and more useful to society and their families.
Sequel to WHAM Campaign, 84 Fd Regt Arty in
collaboration with Aisar Foundation also organized
Free Welfare Camps in poverty stricken areas of District
Tank with an aim to provide free winter clothing and
other basic items of daily usage. Approximately 1200
plus Orphans, poor and deserving people were provided
with free winter clothing (Jackets, gloves, socks, quilts,
blankets, shoes) and dry rations. Moreover, selected
disabled / unemployed persons were provided with
fruit / vegetable carts as mode of income.
We as a nation obviously needs to improve our education
and healthcare system where costs are skyrocketing
and the poor sufferings aggravated. Free Medical / Eye
camps, Basic Computer Courses and distribution of
free Winter Clothing items / ration is a great relief and
social service in any society. May ALLAH bestow us
all to serve the humanity in whatever capacity and the
form we can. Ameen!

Lt. Col Muhammad Amir commissioned in Pakistan
Army on 14 Oct 2001. He is a graduate of Command
and Staff College Quetta. He also holds M.Phil
Degree in Project Management. He has served as
Instructor Class ‘B’ and ‘C’ at School of Artillery,
Nowshera, Officer Interpreter at Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and General Staff Officer-2 (Operations) at
Military Operations Directorate, GHQ Rawalpindi.
Presently, Officer is commanding his parent Unit in
Operation Al-Mizan, Tank.
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HIS DEEN HIS PROPHETS AND
HIS BOOKS
[TRANSLATION BY MARMADUKE PICKTHALL]

a.

2:285. The messenger believeth in that which
hath been revealed unto him from his Lord and
(so do) the believers. Each one believeth in
Allah and His angels and His scriptures and
His messengers We make no distinction
between any of His messengers and they
say: We hear, and we obey. (Grant us) Thy
forgiveness, our Lord. Unto Thee is the 		
journeying.

b.

4: 150. Lo! those who disbelieve in Allah and
His messengers, and seek to make distinction
between Allah and His messengers, and say:		
We believe in some and disbelieve in others,
and seek to choose a way in between;
151. Such are disbelievers in truth; and for 		
disbelievers We prepare a shameful doom.
152. But those who believe in Allah and His 		
messengers and make no distinction between
any of them, unto them Allah will give their 		
wages; and Allah was ever Forgiving, Merciful.

c.

3:144. Muhammad is but a messenger, 		
messengers (the like of whom) have passed
away before him. Will it be that, when he dieth
or is slain, ye will turn back on your heels? He
who turneth back doth no hurt to Allah, and 		
Allah will reward the thankful.

d.

84. Say (O Muhammad): We believe in Allah
and that which is revealed unto us and that
which was revealed unto Abraham and 		
Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, 		
and that which was vouchsafed unto Moses and
Jesus and the Prophets from their Lord. We 		
make no distinction between any of them, and
unto Him we have surrendered.
85. And whoso seeketh as religion other than
the Surrender (to Allah) it will not be accepted
from him, and he will be a loser in the Hereafter.
Bakhtiar
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Introduction
Brig Amjad Javaid (Retd) is a volunteer with
a passion for initiatives aimed at educating the
underprivileged. He possesses a rare insight in to
management of non-profit organizations and social
welfare projects.
He is on the Board of Directors of Sultana
Foundation and also heads the Foundation’s Justice
Yusaf Saraf Centre for Research, Rehabilitation &
Mainstreaming of Street/ Out of School Children.
In the last seven years, he has successfully managed
the programme which has spread to 19 locations in
the Twin Cities of Islamabad & Rawalpindi, with
about 900 beneficiaries.
He has also been CEO of Kashmir Education
Foundation for four years.
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