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Dear Corona

Dear Human Being!

we are a planet full
of ﬂowers, colors,
eyes ﬁlled with tears
of joy and passion
and lips adorned
with soul touching
smiles.

You are so cute, foolish and unwise. You are
fully aware that creation is the prerogative
of the CREATOR. While you attempt to
create things on your own. I am your
creation!!! When the Creator creates HE
knows and is fully ABLE to control HIS
creation. HE can control your unwisely
attempted creation... BUT HE wants you to
learn a few lessons. Let us see how well you
can control me (your creation)

Have these gifts
from us; the earth
dwellers and go
back. Go back now.
Now.

First lesson:
you created it....that too with an intention to
cause damage to your own species.....now
control me.... if you can!

Come back when
you need these more.
Let the mankind
recover and heal
back now, please.

Second lesson:
You are seeking pardon from God???
Hasn't HE told you very clearly that HE
shall not pardon you for oﬀenses you
commit against HIS creation... You will
have to seek the pardon of the oppressed
and the weak, whom you have oﬀended,
wronged and exploited.
Third Lesson:
I am not doing any harm to the other beings
on the planet....birds, animals etc. They are
enjoying the freedom which is their
RIGHT!
Wish you all the best!

Bakhtiar

Your obedient creation
CORONA!
Maj R M Lawrence
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April 2020
My dear reader how
are you?

Corona had set in its foot with the onset of New Year, 2020; in fact at New Year Eve. See the
Editorial Note of Issue 56, Feb 20. You will ﬁnd an account of ten pandemics the world had
suﬀered. History of Human CoV and its various strains was traced. There was a brief account of
repetitive epidemics since Black Death (1346-1353). Somehow, this virus has put many a
Bakhtiar
theory and previous beliefs in jeopardy. I had studied and believed that virus is a unicellular
organism. It is microscopic, generally much smaller than bacteria; unable to reproduce and
grow, and cultures in petri dishes; unlike bacteria. Is this HCoV-NL 63 and its followers a living organism? We know
of Ebola and Swine ﬂu viruses, of recent past. However, our medical and research institutes; especially Jamil-urRehman Centre for Genome Research at Karachi University has done well in last month or so, to ﬁnd solution, and
treatment for Covid-19 suﬀerers. All three approaches are making headway. One, thru the blood plasma of
recovered patients, making use of antibodies, thus produced. Two, thru immunoglobulin and by preparing a vaccine,
speciﬁc for Corona.
See how badly this Issue of BM has been infected. It has spread from cover to cover. One Chief is counting and
discovering the challenges while the other holding the other end is concerned with how to check, and stall its spread.
In between Chairman is in grips with the global impact of this pandemic.
The ratio of death to declared positive, has been lowest in Taiwan; 1.4%; very close to the lowest is Pakistan, at
2.1%. It was highest in Italy, 13.2%, now UK may take the lead. The number of deaths, the highest human tragedy; is
touching 209 in Pakistan, while in USA; leading the world, it is 45,000 plus. Overall death toll in the world is
177,000. One has to have a heart of stone not to feel the fast spreading deaths and the fear of death. ALLAH, may you
have mercy on us. Please forgive us for our wrongs, for exploiting the fellow human- being, for devastating the
biological and ecological balance in your earth, and even in space. O' God, teach us to be humane, administer justice
and to learn and grow and practice the values. May we learn to give more and give better, when You bestow us with a
new day. We promise You to mend our ways, and be benevolent in our exhibited conduct.
We at TFP were to hold our 13th AGM on 29 Mar. Almost everything had been planned except booking of the Hall at
Islamabad Club. It was Mar 15th when I was at the Club to ﬁnalize, when the probability of not being able to hold any
congregation dawned. Please ﬁnd what we had been doing every year under the institution of AGM.
Previous AGMs –2008-19

1st

22nd Mar

AGM

08

2nd

28th Mar

AGM

09

An Appraisal and Goal Setting

Executive Body

Islamic Instructions and Education

Chairman Lt Gen

Prof Abdul Qayyum the Chief Guest

Asad Durrani

3

EDITOR'S NOTE
3rd

28th Mar

AGM

10

4th

27th

AGM

11

5th

27th Mar
12

AGM
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A Review and Re-appraisal

Chairman ACM
Kaleem Saadat

Mar

Anatomy of the Problems of Pakistan

Chairman ACM

and their Solutions IV

Kaleem Saadat

Pakistan’s Near Future

Five Speakers: SBM, Prof Aali, Mr.
Akram Zaki, Dr. Ashfaq & Mr. K M
Azam

6th

31st Mar

Elections 2013

AGM

13

Rigged Elections & Electoral Flaws

Brig Asif Haroon
Mr. Kanwar Dilshad

The Dynamics of Elections
7th

30th
Mar 14

AGM
th

th

8

29

AGM

15

Mar

Talks or War: Taliban

Dr. Farid A Piracha
Dr. Z A Qureshi

National Solidarity
Pakistan has a Future

Four Speakers:
Brig Asif Haroon, Mr. SBM
Prof Anis Ahmed, Lt Gen N K Lodhi

9th

27th Mar

Pakistan as of Today and Way

Brig Asif Haroon

AGM

16

Forward

Dr. Muhammad Akram Sh
ACM Kaleem Saadat

th

th

10

27

AGM

Mar 17

• New World Order - Post Trump
Elections

• ACM Kaleem Saadat
• Gen Mirza Aslam Beg

• Pak-Afghan Relations - the Way
Forward
th

th

11

25

AGM

Mar
2018

• Pakistan: Political Problems &
Way-forward
• Indo-Pak Relations

• Brig Saad Muhammad
• Mr. M Saeed Khalid
•

Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi

• Pak-US Relations
th

12

31st

AGM

Mar 19

• Indo-Pak Standoff and Wayforward

• Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi
• Dr. Waqar M Khan

• Economic Challenges

On next page please ﬁnd what we had planned to do on 29 Mar. The 13th AGM has been postponed, alright.
Hopefully we will follow the old schedule or maybe an improved one.
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The table on the next page shows what we did over the year; Apr 19 to Feb 20. This is the résumé of Eight Monthly
Seminars (MS). Sat 7 Apr 2007, we held our 1 MS. Here we present our humble eﬀorts to God Almighty, for Better
Pakistan. May you honor our struggle, O' Allah.
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There are other issues and topics of deep concern. See article on Kashmir, what options are available to Pakistan.
Gen Aslam Beg, Dr. Sami and Dr. Yaser Malik have discussed and analysed in detail the US exit plan or the peace
agreement signed on 29th Feb. Please do pay some attention to 'I, Me, Mine, We, Us and Ours'----! How much are
you drowned or sunk, or locked up or ignorant of…  ﮨﻤﺎرا۔۔۔۔۔،  ﮨﻢ، ﻣﯿـﺮا، ﻣﯿـﺮی، ﻣﯿﮟis this world ours, do you take-up the
ownership of this Country, or how small is the circle drawn by your 'I', and 'Mine'?
Wishing you all, health, happiness and safety.

History repeats itself
It was written in 1869 by Kathleen O'Mara: It was reprinted during Spanish Flu 1919-Pandemic.
And people stayed at home
And read books
And listened
And they rested
And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And stopped and listened
More deeply
Someone meditated, someone prayed
Someone met their shadow
And people began to think diﬀerently
And people healed.
And in the absence of people who

Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and
heartless,
The earth also began to heal
And when the danger ended and
People found themselves
They grieved for the dead
And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
And created new ways of living
And completely healed the earth
Just as they were healed.

Sent by Lt Col Hamid G Anjum
6
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN

Amidst the darkened clouds of
disorder in various parts of the
world, corona virus came as a bolt
from the blue. Its ﬂames have
engulfed the whole world. Fear has
forced the world to suspend
movements and mercantile
activities and opt for a massive lock
down never witnessed before in the Brig Asif Haroon Raja
history. Lock down has further
slumped the economies and growth capabilities of the
developing and under developed worlds and has also
impacted the global economy and stock exchange.
Countries like Cuba, Venezuela and Iran under harsh US
sanctions are doubly aﬀected and so are the countries
like Pakistan already going through economic crisis. It is
feared that prolonged shutdown might push global
economy into recession as bad as Great Depression of
the 1930s. Cumulative loss to global GDP can be around
$ 9 trillion.
China is the only country which has rolled back the
outbreak of Covid-19 and is now providing assistance to
others in distress. Cuba with better healthcare is also
extending medical assistance. Conversely, the sole
super power which has been boasting of its power and
resources ﬁnds itself utterly vulnerable and helpless in
the face of threat of Covid-19.

The conﬂict zones like Idlib in Syria, Yemen and
Afghanistan are still hot and human blood is ﬂowing.
Israel and India haven't loosened their iron grip over
Palestinians, Kashmiris and Indian Muslims. Sanctions
have not been removed. Non-availability of cure for the
Covid-19 has given rise to fear which is weakening the
human immune system. The vaccine which Trump is
marketing is seen with suspicion.
Looking at the brighter side, good thing that has
happened is the switch of priorities from materialism to
spiritualism. Instead of building alliances to invade and
destroy countries, cooperation is being sought to
eliminate this disease. Scientists and medical experts
have put their heads together to invent a vaccine since it
is the question of survival. IMF and World Bank have
become benevolent and have extended debt relief and
ﬁnancial packages to the most deserving countries
including Pakistan. Those who had digressed from the
righteous path are atoning their sins and getting closer to
religion.

While the rich countries will be able to withstand and
absorb the shocks of Covid-19 and lockdown and
recover, it will become exceedingly diﬃcult for the
economically weak and cash strapped countries to
regain balance. Daily wagers and low income class
would get crushed. It is owing to the plight of the poor
that Pakistan has opted for partial lockdown and is
ﬁghting the disease bravely.

The best cure prescribed by medical experts is
quarantine and good hygiene. Prophet Muhammad had
rendered this advice 1300 years ago. He said, “If you
hear of an outbreak of plague in a land, do not enter it;
but if the plague outbreaks in a place you are living, do
not leave it”. He added, “Those with contagious diseases
should be kept away from those who are healthy”. The
Prophet also encouraged human beings to adhere to
hygienic practices that would keep people safe from
infection. Taking about medication Prophet said, “Make
use of medical treatment, for God has not made a disease
without appointing a remedy for it, with the exception
one disease of old age”. These Quranic verses and
Ahadith are providing hope to humanity. For the ﬁrst
time Ulema and Mashaikh are cooperating.

Covid-19 having become a global concern requiring
collective eﬀorts, it was expected that the imperialist
powers that have been stoking wars and conﬂicts in
pursuit of their merchant interests would sober up in the
wake of this calamity and bring about a radical change in
their militaristic policies. It was hoped that the calamity
would put fear of Allah in their hearts and make them
humane. Unfortunately no apparent change has come in
their demeanor.

In the backdrop of sinister designs of Zionists and
imperialist powers, so many doubts and fears are being
expressed the world over about the sudden outbreak of
Covid-19 and the fear psychosis being fanned by the
media. Two and two are being put together and missing
links of the chain being traced to discover the big game.
Popular perception which is being hyped by social
media is that Covid-19 has been unleashed by hidden
forces as a bio-weapon to achieve their agenda of ruling
7
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the world. It is termed as an extension of 5th generation
hybrid war. Much hyped apprehensions are 5G, vaccine,
microchip technology and formation of international
regime.
The world stand divided on ﬂoating perceptions, one
camp claiming that the virus is a natural calamity which
must be collectively fought through the strategy of
lockdown and adoption of stringent hygienic measures
including social distancing. The other school of thought
is of the view that the virus is man-made and unleashed
with ulterior motives. Media is playing a lead role in
promoting both the narratives with a view to deepen the
polarization.
The UN has so far watched the media war from the
sidelines and has made no eﬀort to determine the truth
and dispel the wrong notions and allay the fears of the
public. And if there is some truth in the circulating
conspiracy theories that it is a calculated bio-war, which
will be catastrophic for the human race, there is an
urgent need to nip the evil in the bud. The UN Secretary
General should have by now acted and ordered a high
powered UN Commission to investigate and dig out the
truth.
Likewise, it has become incumbent upon the WHO to
garner resources and expertise for early invention of the
vaccine based on thorough research and free of
controversies. The invented vaccine must not have any
markings of Bill & Gates Foundation or the Illuminati.
Moreover, there should be no compulsion upon any
individual to get vaccinated as has been the case with
polio vaccine and drops.
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Covid – 19
Challenge
Today everyone, everywhere is
talking about Corona Virus (CV).
There's information overload and
yet nobody really knows what to do
about generally, or when diagnosed
with it? Social distancing is the
silver bullet that health experts
have come up with. It is not a cure
but a prevention measure to impede
its exponential spread. The
precautions that health
professionals suggest for example for exiting home and
re-entering it are so cumbersome that one tends to deem
them undoable and therefore gives up. Therefore one
faces two stark choices, stay at home or become reckless
and ignore the recommended precautions.
There is also divided opinion about the need to wear
masks. The pronouncement tend to undermine the
motivation to wear masks because the experts contend
that masks would save others from spread of CV but not
the wearer. The emphasis is on washing hands but not
the face, from where the virus could enter the human
body. For a long time it was theorised that the virus
droplets settle on the ﬂoor but then it was ruled that the
droplets could remain airborne for up to eight hours- a
very scary scenario. Practically making everyone
vulnerable everywhere!
At the government level, it is diﬃcult to understand the
confusion, hesitation and ambiguities related to
lockdown. More so when there's a lag between countries
like China and Italy and Pakistan, India and the United
States. The choices are between saving lives and saving
livelihoods; between preventing deaths due to sickness
or due to hunger and violence as a consequence of
societal breakdown. Thus it's not that realities are
diﬀerent but the diﬀerence between the perceptions and
forecasts of respective leaders about the gravity of
consequences of the choices that they may make. The
decision may not always be taken on the basis of science
and statistics but rather on intuition- not a very
encouraging prospect.
Elsewhere, there's a clash between religion and science,

especially between orthodox religious practitioners and
health professionals and government oﬃcials. The
former believe God or Allah is more powerful than the
virus so there's not any inherent danger in religious
congregations so their followers throw caution to the
wind and do as they are told or as they (mis)understand.
The Jews and Muslims of this kind somehow ﬁnd rare
unanimity of views. This is despite the fact that the Holy
Kaaba and the Vatican have been adhering to social
distancing “religiously”. The controversy lingers!
Right now everyone is dealing with this pandemic and
implementing mitigation strategies. There's agreement
that this is not going to go away in a hurry. The normal
life as we knew it, is slated to be resumed subject to the
invention or development of a vaccine and the
humankind developing the purported herd immunity.
The world will get over this pandemic like the earlier
ones but what is unknown and feared is the toll it would
exact on humankind and the devastation it would leave
in its wake. When it's over, there would be occasion to
introspect why it happened and how to avoid similar
recurrences. What would surely be missed out is the
callous cruelty man has inﬂicted upon other humans for
reasons of greed and control of resources. Was the
violence wrought on Afghanistan, Iraq or Libya really
necessary? Or was Bashar ul Assad justiﬁed in turning
his country into ruins to save his thrown? The World
Health Organisation is urging co-operation between the
big and rich countries in these desperate times. China
and Russia have provided support to countries in need
but the United States has not. The German government
has accused the U.S. of piracy when the latter redirected
the shipment of 200,000 masks destined for Germany.
The developed world has released enormous ﬁnancial
resources to prevent economic and industrial shutdown
and the consequent, massive unemployment. The
developing world has neither the resources nor the
mechanisms to help its citizens. There's a double
jeopardy here: they would not be able to export their
merchandise to the strained developed economies and
the investments made in their own stock markets and
economies may be withdrawn. That's surely the road to
ruin. The resultant unemployment and poverty threatens
their social order. The government in Pakistan is trying
its best to provide ﬁnancial support, and hope, to its
beleaguered citizens. There's a real need for individual
9
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and organised philanthropy to supplement the
government's eﬀort.
The solution lies in transfer of wealth from the rich to a
large number of poor. As Will and Ariel Durant write in
their book The Lessons of History, there have been two
instances in human history when this was done, in
Athens in 594 B.C. and the United States in the Great
Depression, which made it possible to tide over the
diﬃcult times without social disorder. The UN, IMF and
the World Bank need to help the poor countries by
rescheduling the latter's debt and providing additional
loans. Domestically, the well-to-do Pakistanis need to
sponsor food rations to ﬁve to ten families around them
and known to them.
The estimated time for return to normal life is around 12
to 15 months, so patience and perseverance is required.
But what needs to be understood is that together we can
defeat corona virus!

If we begin to think
of ourselves as
Punjabis, Sindhis,
etc. ﬁrst and
Muslims and
Pakistanis
incidentally, then
Pakistan is bound
to disintegrate.
Do not think that this is some
abstruse proposition: our enemies are
fully alive to its possibilities which I
must warn you that they are already
busy exploiting.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
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Coronavirus and its Impact on Global
Dynamics
The Cold War Era
During the Cold War, the two
antagonists – USA and former
Soviet Union - in their bid to
safeguard the vital western and
eastern hemispheres and to
increase respective spheres of
inﬂuence within the crush zone Brig Asif Haroon Raja
residing in the 3rd world, made use
of NATO and Warsaw Pact countries. The US remained
involved in containing communism, the Korean War,
Vietnam War, subjugation of deﬁant Latin American
States, and in reducing the inﬂuence of USSR in the
world. CIA remained active in staging regime changes.
Likewise, USSR also employed its Red Army and KGB
to make inroads in Eastern Europe and the developing
world. Emphasis of the two rivals was on building landair military power and in controlling the sea lanes to
dominate the oceans.
Consequent to the ten-year war in Afghanistan, which
the USSR lost and had to pullout in February 1989, it
couldn't survive for long and collapsed under the weight
of burgeoning economic problems and dwarfed into
Russian Federation in 1991. The demise of USSR
dismantled bi-polarism and ended the super power
rivalry.
Post-Cold War Era
It was hoped that the end of Cold War will make the
world peaceful. However, the US which became the sole
super power replaced its threat perception from
communism to Islam, and termed it as the biggest threat
to its international order based on pro-rich capitalist
system. Drunk with power, the US started bragging
about its military might, its economic power and
invincibility. In its obsession to dominate the world,
wars were waged and conﬂicts stoked in diﬀerent parts
of the world. It expanded the membership of NATO to
28 after integrating Eastern Europe into Western Europe
and named it as an International Rapid Deployment
Force.
The megalomaniac US in its bid to retain its status as the
sole super power established WTO and outsourced
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manufacturing, IT and other lucrative economic
ventures to China, India and Mexico to earn maximum
proﬁts. While the outsourcing scheme was advertised to
better the lives of the ordinary Americans, the hidden
objective was to enrich the top 100 corporate
companies, bulk of which are located in California. IMF
and World Bank were used as manipulative tools to keep
the developing world under debt and dependent.

lawlessness were fomented through proxies and covert
operations, religious divides accentuated and tensions
between state institutions stirred up with a view to create
chaotic conditions and to melt down economies of the
targeted countries. Deﬁant rulers were bumped oﬀ and
replaced with puppets. A malicious campaign was
launched by the US and Western media to demonize
Islam and the image of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

In the last 30 years, while the wealth of corporates such
as pharmaceuticals, defence industry, banks, media, IT,
ﬁlm industry and others was multiplied, little heed was
paid to alleviate the living standards of the
downtrodden. The war merchants fueled 13 wars and
spent $ 14.2 trillion to keep the defence industries run
proﬁtably. Over 30 countries became the victims of US
aggressive sanctions, blockades, restrictions and
interventions. The US leaders operating under the
concept of 'might is right' and above the law raised the
US annual defence budget to $ 750 billion in 2019,. Real
power rested in the hands of the corporate oligarchs and
their appointed political managers administrating the
state. Proﬁteering and maximizing proﬁts became the
rules of business of the corporates.

Achievements
While the Muslim world as a whole is a house divided,
economies of the targeted Muslim countries have been
suﬃciently bled in the prolonged war on terror. Several
countries have been destroyed. The Muslim world
particularly the oil rich Arab States have virtually been
made into colonies. Tiﬀ between KSA and Qatar has
been sharpened and so is the ideological war between
KSA and Iran. KSA-UAE have been shoved into the
furnace of Yemen war. The US approved military regime
in Egypt is ﬁghting the Muslim Brotherhood. Today all
the 57 Muslim countries are practicing secularism and
none is following the principles of Quran and Sunnah in
letter and spirit and unity among them is missing.
Barring Turkish and Iranian leadership, no other
Muslim leader can dare challenge the anti-Muslim
policies of USA.

While the opulent became enormously wealthy and
controlled over 50% of the global wealth, the
government of USA became debt ridden. Today it tops
the list of debtors, with maximum debt owed to its chief
rival China. People of USA are the most taxed and most
exploited by the dirty rich. Over 50% of US population
are pauperized due to heavy taxation, price hike,
joblessness and racism. The US imperialism is the antithesis of social solidarity, and gluttonous capitalist
system is not attuned to meet the basic human needs.
Capitalism is solely interested in growth and in
accumulating proﬁts and least cares for ﬂesh and blood
and that too of the poor. Capitalism is pushing the world
to another Great Depression of 1930s.
Post 9/11. After concocting 9/11, War on Terror was
launched by the US and its allies to control the world
resources, change the boundaries of Middle East, neocolonise the Muslim world, turn the world into a global
village and to maintain USA's unchallenged supremacy
over the globe. International media and hybrid war were
used extensively to brainwash the elite groups in each
country. Ethnicity, sectarianism, instability and

Failures
The US had started the war on terror to achieve hidden
objectives, but after spending over $ 7 trillion, it not only
failed to achieve its objectives, it has no clue how to end
the war and exit honorably. In the last global recession in
2008, the US suﬀered a loss of $ 23 trillion and the
Americans lost 5.5 million more jobs. The US faced
series of natural calamities in the shape of hurricanes,
blizzards, and ﬂoods causing heavy human and material
losses. Major objectives couldn't be achieved due to
resistance put up by Taliban in Afghanistan, ﬁght back
by opposing groups in Middle East, deﬁance of Iran and
Syria, failure of coup in Turkey, failing to denuclearize
Pakistan, to contain China's economic growth and
resurgence of Russia, and also failing to create Greater
Israel. Afghanistan has slipped out of the hands of US
and India; Syria under Bashar has regained balance; war
between Iran and Saudi Arabia couldn't be stoked; Iraq
is getting out of loop of USA; Pakistan couldn't be
weaned away from China and CPEC couldn't be
scuttled. India has proven to be a weak bulwark against
11
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China and has lost its clout to become the policeman of
Indo-Paciﬁc region.
Net Eﬀects
Civil wars, interventions, international conﬂicts and
proxy wars have claimed millions of lives across Africa,
Asia and Latin America. The Middle East has been a
centre of conﬂicts since 2003. Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya,
Syria, Yemen, Sudan and Somalia are in perpetual
turmoil and are still suﬀering. And so is Iran due to harsh
US sanctions re-imposed in 2018. Pakistan which was
forced to join the US imposed war on terror has suﬀered
heavily both in terms of human casualties and ﬁnancial
losses.
Economies of all the war torn and conﬂict ridden
countries are in dire strait.
Several ﬂashpoints coupled with growing US-China
hostility are threatening the peace of the world.
USA's deep involvement in military adventures enabled
China and Russia to emerge as formidable powers and to
expand their inﬂuence all over the globe.
Uni-polarism has given way to multi-polarism. While
China is an ascending power, USA is a descending
power.
Pakistan is the lone Muslim country which has battleinoculated robust armed forces, potent nuclear and
missile capabilities and is closely aligned with China
and Turkey.
Iran laced with eﬀective missile power and capable of
destroying Israel is anti-US and Israel. Pakistan, Iran
and Turkey are a cause of disquiet for the imperialist
powers and giving them sleepless nights.
The sole super power boasting of its power and
resources ﬁnds itself vulnerable and helpless in the face
of threat of Covid-19 and its invincibility has come to a
naught. 20 million are jobless in USA. Washington is
clueless how to deal with Covid-19 and save the
Americans from this deadly disease. USA is on the
receiving end and has so far made no viable plan how to
roll back the disease. Unable to meet the domestic
demand of masks, it had to import one million masks
from China. New York which is the worst aﬀected state
is short of 90,000 hospital beds and tens of thousands of
12

ventilators.
Contrasting behaviors
What is upsetting is that there is little change in the
haughtiness and imperialism of USA as far as its global
ambitions are concerned. Fascist India remains glued to
its agenda of Hindutva. It has not lessened its atrocities
against Muslim Kashmiris doubly locked down by strict
curfew and corona virus, and against Indian Muslims.
Israel remains obsessed with its dream of Greater Israel.
Conversely, China shed oﬀ military adventurism in
1979 and quietly embarked upon internal refurbishment
programs to broaden its industrial base, boost
agriculture and economy, acquire technical skills,
improve technology and healthcare and expand exports
by oﬀering cheaper products. In next 20 years, it started
reaping beneﬁts and now it has become the second
largest economy of the world and is well poised to
outpace USA. It has captured world markets and has
earned respect because of its friendly and fair dealings.
It is the only country in the world which has rolled back
the corona virus threat and the whole world including
USA is looking up to China for assistance. With the
disruption of global supply chains, which has frozen
China's exports, China has converted the corona
calamity into an opportunity and has opened global
medical supply chains.
Conspiracy theories
There have been a number of conspiracy theories
making rounds that hint at the COVID-19 as a biological
weapon, deliberately developed and disseminated. This
theory looks plausible with countries working on
developing biological and chemical weapons programs
of their own.
The theories range from the US accusing China of
spreading it, to the Chinese accusing the US of
deliberate spread in Wuhan, as well as it being a plot by
UK, US and Israel. Iran has also accused the US of foul
play saying the virus is genetically designed for
Iranians. Some Western sources have claimed that
Wuhan Virology Institute is linked to Beijing's covert
bioweapon program. Chinese spokesman Zhao Lijian
claimed that US military brought COVID-19 during Oct
2019 Military World Games in Wuhan.
Both China and the US are embroiled in a war of
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narratives regarding the virus. US president Donald
Trump insists on calling it the “Wuhan Virus” or
“Chinese Virus.” It would be very diﬃcult to determine
whether there is any truth in the conspiracy theories
going around or not. However, one thing is certain that if
a pathogen can be developed that can be disseminated
and controlled at will, it would be the ultimate weapon.
It is in the backdrop of sinister designs of Zionists and
imperialist powers that so many doubts and fears are
being expressed the world over about the sudden
outbreak of COVID-19 and the willful fear psychosis
being fanned by the media. Two and two are being put
together and missing links of the chain traced to discover
the big game. For the conspirators wanting to
monopolize the world, sinking the economies of China
and Russia has become a compulsion.
With every passing day, new revelations are surfacing
which are causing fear. Social media is coming out with
stories that the secret planners belonging to Illuminati
are feverishly planning to control the world, depopulate
the world, and mind control the left over population
through a new vaccine in which micro Nano chip will be
planted. Idea is to introduce cashless digital currency,
establish an international regime and rule the world.
Recently, ex PM of UK Gordon Brown ﬂoated the idea
of international government.
While the whole world is in a spin due to Covid-19 and
are sparing no eﬀort to eliminate it, Israel is calm and
behaving coolly. The Illuminati hierarchy of 13 richest
families including Bill Gates is saying that, 'Everything
is Under Control'. They are busy installing 5G in all
parts of the world which will provide fastest internet
speed, but will also act as a secret monitoring gadget in
each house to monitor and report the activities of each
individual. Anti-Dajali forces have started uprooting
and burning the 5G poles installed in several European
countries. Their plea is that Covid-19 has spread faster
in countries where this facility has been installed and
countries without this facility are safe from virus.
The cat seem to have jumped out of the bag after Bill
Gates stated recently that “public gatherings will not
come back at all until every human being in the world is
vaccinated”. This statement when seen in context with
Israel's claim of inventing the vaccine to treat corona

virus, but imposing a condition that only those countries
recognizing Israel will be supplied this vaccine, thickens
the plot. Dr. Rashid Buttar's interviews have further
reinforced the stance of conspiracy theorists.
Bio-weapon as future choice weapon
Although the US and former Soviet Union as well as
some European countries abandoned their bio-weapons
programs in 1960s and 1970s and signed Bio & Toxin
Convention (BWTC) in 1972, research on BWTC was
not prohibited for defensive research work such as
inventions of vaccines for virus and antibiotics. This
leeway has allowed advanced countries to secretly
develop technologies to create infectious viruses and
use them as bio-weapons as was the case in the past.
These clandestine programs are cheap to produce and
easy to hide.
Sarin bio-gas was used by Iraq against the Iraqi Kurds
and Iran; by Bashar Army or Israel in Syrian war, and by
India in J&K and in Neelum Valley in AJK. It is said that
among the over 800 US military bases deployed all over
the globe, many are engaged in secret bio and medical
research works. So is the case with Russia, China, UK,
Israel and India, all engaged in arms race in
conventional, nuclear and space realms! Given the
growing competition and ambitions of the global
powers, possibility of COVID-19 being used as a bioweapon cannot be altogether ruled out.
Gazing into the future, development of cheaper bioweapons could take precedence over expensive state-ofthe-art weapon systems, nukes and missiles, and could
be used in any future oﬀensive or defensive strategic
calculus. Hence, the possibility of induction of bioweapons in future wars and conﬂicts by the merchants of
death cannot be discounted.
Global coordinated response
Now that the pandemic has become a global concern,
and no one is safe, there is a need for a collective
response. The world having turned into a global village,
is sailing in same boat. A stage has reached of either
swimming together towards the shores of safety, or sink
together. Convergence should replace divergence,
conﬂict turned into cooperation, and animosity
converted into aﬀability. Materialism to be substituted
by humane and benevolent feelings. Virtuosity and fear
of Allah should overwhelm deceit and impiety. These
13
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radical changes are already discernible in some
European countries. Conﬂict zones are relatively quiet.
Irrespective of the manufactured conspiracies, we must
not forget that “Man proposes, God disposes”. Allah
alone is the curer of all diseases and aﬄictions and none
else. We the mortals have to seek His forgiveness and
blessings. The Coronavirus is not the ﬁrst or last
pandemic that humans have been facing in their history.
There were ten earlier pandemics. Human responded to
the challenges every time based on their trust in divine
laws and guidance and their resolve to follow facts and
not their whims and superstitions.
Brig Asif Haroon is a war veteran, former Defence Attaché' and
Dean of Corps of Military Attaches' in Cairo, defence &
security analyst, international columnist, author of ﬁve books,
Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director Measac
Research Center, Member CWC PESS and of Think Tank, and
Member Council TJP.

Dr. Badar and his team of technicians and nurses
rendering commendable service at PKPA.

Trump's Exit Plan from
Afghanistan
This plan should have come some
eight years earlier in 2012, when
they realized having lost the war
and sent Mr. Richard Armitage to
Pakistan as head of the Committee
of the Senate on Afghanistan, to
explore the possibility of dialogue
with the Taliban. He met me and we
were able to convince the Taliban
Gen Mirza Aslam Beg
to designate the members of their
delegation for the talks but Mr.
Armitage was restrained by Pentagon from proceeding
any further. However, it's not too late now to initiate
Trump's Plan.
The main element of the plan is withdrawal of the US led
forces from Afghanistan in eighteen months time, in
return to security guarantees by the Taliban and return of
5000 Taliban prisoners, held by Afghan government. On
the face of it there are negative as well as positive trends
in the plan that would determine the peace parameters.
On balance, it is the positiveness of the plan that may
prevail over the negative trends. Let us examine:
Negativeness
= The Exit Plan has come as a rude shock to the
Indians. Therefore in collaboration with NDS,
RAW, they may carry-out terror attacks in Pakistan
and the neighboring countries, blaming Taliban.
India considers the plan a betrayal and big victory
for ISI, and a big relief to Pakistan on the Western
Front.
= Internal factions, such as Ashraf Ghani, the warlords and splinter groups will oppose the formation
of a Taliban government. Their eﬀort would be to
fail the intra-Afghan dialogue as a way forward to
decide Afghanistan future, through an inclusive
process. If the intra-afghan dialogue succeeds, that
would be the ﬁrst major step to provide a ﬁrm-base
for the future Afghan government.
= USA itself would resist the formation of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan. The words “USA does not
recognize the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan” has
appeared umpteen times in the peace accord
document. No US government oﬃcial signed the
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peace accord so that a U-Turn may be possible,
later-on.

=

In 1989-90, the Mujahideen had seven ﬁeld
commanders and two Masters – ISI and CIA. Now
they have only one commander who is also their
leader and guide. Their command structure is
ﬁrmly established with Mullah Umar's sons in
command of the Northern region, from Mazar-eSharif to Badakhshan and Sarajuddin Haqqani in
command of the Southern region from Herat to
Nuristan. Taliban command Headquarters is
located in Kunduz province. Almost 80% of
Afghan territory is under their control, where
Shariah Law is in practice. The necessary
infrastructure already exist for a state to develop.

=

The hard core of the Taliban now consists of the
Afghan youth, born during the last four decades
and grown under the shadows of war, are diehard
ﬁghters dedicated to their leader Mullah Umar and
his vision. In 2003, Mullah Umar gave his vision in
reply to my question:

= On purpose, an eighteen months delay has been
imposed for the departure of all US and allied
troops. A sizeable number of troops would, thus be
retained for ulterior motives. Due to this reason Iran
has rejected the plan and for the same reason Turkey
has warned Russia to leave Syria.
= The countries that opposed the formation of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in 1989-90 after the
Soviet withdrawal are also opposed to it now,
because a Jehadi Afghanistan, a Revolutionary Iran
and an Islamic Pakistan, together would form the
Strategic Pivot providing Strategic Depth of
security to the entire Muslim World.
Positiveness
= The positive trends are stronger and most likely to
prevail over the negativeness.
= The Americans are tired of this war and ashamed of
the shameful defeat at the hands of Taliban. They
want a “peaceful exit with honour, before it
becomes a dishonorable surrender. In Afghanistan,
America is in danger of repeating Vietnam
mistake.” They want to leave, but after creating
face-saving devices for which they have sought
eighteen months time.
= There are too many guarantees being sought from
Taliban who are dispersed and are not formed into
an organized system of governance, to deliver.
They need time that could give them the much
needed stability. The time lag is the real 'danger
period' the negative forces could exploit to defeat
the cause of peace.
= Time and space, the two important factors of war
have been used with great advantage by Taliban,
whereas, Americans control the air-space, which
has not helped them win the war. Taliban are not
tired of the war, after forty years of the brutal
conﬂict. In their recent surge against Ashraf Ghani
army they launched attacks in thirteen provinces,
hitting thirty-three targets. In retaliation,
Americans carried out air strikes restraining the
Taliban.

“We have decided to ﬁght to the end to win our freedom.
For us to follow the agenda of the occupation forces is
not compatible with our traditions, our national ethos
and purpose. We will ﬁght and win our freedom, Insha
Allah, to establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
friendly to all neighbors and countries beyond.
“Pakistan does not stand by us at the moment, yet we
stand by Pakistan, to safeguard our interests at all
times.”
Mullah Umar's vision is alsoreﬂected in the Policy
Guide-lines recently given-out by Sarajud din Haqqani
in his write-up, having a clear political vision, which
guarantees a resilient government in Afghanistan
governed by rule of law and fortiﬁed by the honor-code
of a people who have defeated the mightiest of the
mighty in a short period of four decades – a feat unparalleled in the history of mankind.
Trump's exit plan is fairly complicated and deceitful,
attempting to retain enough power, to stem the
establishment of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
as well as achieve a peaceful exit. The two objectives
are contradictory and would fail to give the
advantage of an honorable exit, which Soviets could
achieve in 1989 and earned the respect and good-will
of Afghans.
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Kashmir- 2019-2020
Options With Pakistan
The political coup, in Indian
Occupied Kashmiri, by Modi
Government should have been
anticipated by the leadership in
Pakistan, had they closely
monitored the electioneering
campaign , past history , attitude of
military commanders (specially
post Palwama embarrassment ) and Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi
present leadership of BJP. On the
contrary a softer and reconciliatory approach was being
expected by important decision makers and many
political pundits over here. How can we be certain that
leadership and foreign oﬃce was clueless as to what was
in the oﬃng ? Simply because of absence of any pre
emptive or anticipatory moves. Anyway bygones are
bygones, the present situation is staring in our face. It is
ominous, laden with several further political and
military options for India , unless we make concerted
eﬀorts to block and defeat them in advance, and please
NOT in reaction. The world is watching silently the
Citizens Act and the way minorities specially Muslims
are being treated in mainland India. Add to it the recent
ceaseﬁre violations by Indian Forces , totally ignoring
that how the world requires collective eﬀorts in the wake
of the Corona Pandemic.
India may ride through their domestic political and
moral reaction, that is not likely to be long lived, and
also the external pressure that is linked with
international politics, the regional situation (
Afghanistan, Iran, CPEC etc ) and strong political and
economic Indian clout. So the only two pressures that
could be enduring and may modify Indian attitude, are
the deﬁance spirit of valiant Kashmiris and the
unﬂinching support of the people and State of Pakistan.
Anything else like the support of friendly countries, UN
pronouncements and international human rights
institutions and community would be critical catalysts
to bolster only the basic two factors mentioned earlier.
Thus it is absolutely important that Kashmiris sustain
their Freedom Movement and Pakistan's support
remains eﬀective.
Now let us get to the brass tacks of own possible options
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and the likely impacts on Freedom Movement and
Indian behaviour. India has made a grand move covering
politico-legal and military aspects. Politically they went
ahead to change the internationally acknowledged status
of Indian Occupied Jammu Kashmir and Ladakh region.
Legally they employed the facade of Presidential power
and Parliamentary approvals to bring about these paper
changes. Further to suppress the on going freedom
struggle, absorb the extra ordinary Kashmiri reaction,
and also intimidate Pakistan, moved large scale military
and para military additional forces into IOK. Then they
came for Balakot, challenging our sovereignty. Thanks
ALLAH and PAF that Indians got a bloody nose and
deeply injured honour and dignity, if there was any. But
more than half a year of total blackout and lockdown
must have, by now, completely crushed any pro
independence elements , but would have further
aggravated anti India sentiments in the remaining
population.
Thus our counter moves and pre emptive actions , will
have to cover all the three areas, that is political, legal
and military. There may be three broad options :1. The moment the world is through with the Corona
Pandemic, after observing the changed politicoeconomic order we may resume purely diplomatic
actions of the type that we have already taken. Stronger
diplomatic moves to send out delegates to all important
world capitals and endeavours to table a resolution at
UNSC regarding stoppage of continuous Indian
atrocities. Political and military leadership should
immediately embark upon visits to friendly and neutral
countries, to sensitise them about the likely outcomes of
the recent Indian moves. Before tabling any resolution at
the UNSC , hectic eﬀorts would be required to discuss
the likely statement with all the permanent and non
permanent members. Also a friendly country like China
would have to be convinced and requested to table the
resolution. Even at the risk of being vetoed , mere
tabling and voting on such a statement would have its
diplomatic eﬀects. Such resolutions are not tabled
always to be passed, these do have other implications.
But majority members' support must be cultivated.
International Human Rights Organisations should be
requested and convinced to further emphasise the
importance of ending all violations and need for
investigative visits of neutral entities. International civil
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society be approached through diplomats, delegates,
diaspora, social and main media and even lobbyists to
draw their attention towards the unprecedented
diﬃculties being faced by Kashmiri women, children
and men. Nation States may not respond directly to our
appeals due to their individual national interests, but the
pressures of their civil societies may goad them into
some Kashmir related positive moves due to their
internal political considerations. There may be other
possible steps also that may be suggested by some
veteran and practicing diplomats, but all such actions,
however strong and successful, will fail to convince or
force Modi to reverse his pronouncements and practical
steps. At the most that would help to prepare grounds
for further actions in the politico-military domains. And
so far we have only taken few of the possible steps in the
diplomatic domain only.
2. The second immediate consideration should be to
deliberate on possible political moves if not stronger at
least as weighty as Indian Govt's actions. There are a
number of political options being discussed. Such as
partial plebiscite under the U.N. auspices within the
territories of GB and Azad Kashmir, with a resolve to
completing and extending it later in IOK , whenever
feasible. Some quarters are also suggesting a
Government in Exile in some European or friendly
country, comprising political heavyweights from AK,
IOK and Kashmiri diaspora. In case of a political
diﬃculty it may be established in AK. Simla Agreement
May be abrogated as it serves no further purpose. All far
reaching political implications of such moves should be
discussed amongst Kashmiri and Pakistani jurists and
political leadership. This would only become possible if
our diplomatic endeavours as mentioned above are
strong , resulting into favourable international
environment. We must also remain cognisant of a trap
that Modi may make us accept the articles 370 and 35A (
that we always rejected ) , by promising a reversal of
their steps (not improbable). It will be a balanced
combination of diplomatic and political moves that may
induce a new refreshing life in the Kashmir cause and
keep it politically alive, may be making it more vivid at
international political scene.
3. Heavy induction of fresh troops by India in IOK ,
their statements regarding annexing AK and GB, along
with ongoing serious violations of ceaseﬁre , has some

ominous military implications . With total media
blackout these troops may already be busy decapitating
the young Kashmiri leadership, thus delivering a mortal
blow to the freedom movement. The more days they get
to undertake these operation, the chances of survival of
existing freedom struggle leadership will keep
diminishing. Induction of such heavy additional forces
poses a direct military threat to Pakistan administered
Kashmir and adjoining territories. It gives India clear
advantage in troop ratios, giving them a capability to
overwhelm some territories, at least temporarily, and
then ask the world to arbitrate ( keep in mind Trump's
oﬀer ) , threatening further ingresses, if Pakistan does
not acquiesce. I am not suggesting that they will
succeed, but the capability is right there.
Now, if it is in Indian military scheme of things to
initially weaken Freedom Movement and then create a
Casus Belli ( excuse to attack ) and nibble small
territories ( intentions) of AK, remaining well below
Nuclear thresholds , what should be our responses ? Can
we aﬀord to silently witness or imagine ( highly
probable) the slaughter of freedom ﬁghters during the
present clampdown ? Each passing day of our inaction
may be costing heavily to the Freedom Movement.
Should we wait for the Indians to peacefully complete
their Phase One and then turn towards Azad Kashmir at
their leisure ? Can we do something to upset their plans
or at least upset the timings ? Do we have options short
of all out War ? Naturally this cannot be an open
discussion and requires the deliberations by those who
have the authority and the requisite intelligence
gathering capabilities, to crystallise the hypothesis. So
we leave the military options open.
Out of the three areas where we need to act , as
mentioned in the above thesis, ﬁrst one ( diplomatic) is
absolutely necessary and we are only halfway through
as yet. A lot more needs to be done. But mere diplomatic
manoeuvres will not make India budge an inch from its
charted course of actions. Nevertheless completing the
cycle of our intended diplomatic moves needs to be
completed in shortest possible time. Next comes the
Politico-Legal Activism comprising the bare minimum
set of actions that may checkmate Indian legal and
political misadventures. For countering the Indian
kinetic moves and to save the lives of Kashmiris in IOK,
something needs to be done immediately, as nature ,
Kashmiris and history will never forgive us for merely
17
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acting as bystanders and watching the butchery and rape
of IOK. Probably time demands a simultaneous moves
in all areas.
•

You may not be interested in war, but war may be
interested in you'

•

To avoid war if we compromise our honour, we may
lose on both accounts'

If outcome of wars could be judged by the economic
prowess and the comparison of forces, there would have
been no military history and no wars of independence .
Yes, two nuclear neighbours cannot think of an all out
war, but then the answer must be found in the changing
nature and character of contemporary conﬂicts. A well
orchestrated hybrid solution with seamless integration
of diplomatic, political and kinetic aspects.

What Price
Freedom!
“It's good when the oppressed ﬁght
for their rights – as long as they do it
away from us”. The young lady
who made this statement earned my
gratitude for her compassion, as
well as for honesty. Indeed we have
no problem with the Palestinian
resistance, though some in their
Lt. Gen. (R) Asad Durrani
neighborhood might not be very
comfortable. Bosnian war of
independence was so far over the horizon that no one
here even noticed when we were supporting it. Pakistani
hearts may bleed for the Kashmiris but the mere thought
that the blood they shed across the line of control could
spillover on our side, makes many of us nervous. I recall
that when the uprising in the Vale was at its peak, a blueblooded diplomat asked me, 'why not let the Indian
Army crush the movement before it led to an Indo-Pak
armed conﬂict'. And indeed since the debris of the
Afghan wars inevitably fell on us, we have often cursed
our geography –at times, also our history. After the Doha
Accord between America and the Taliban, we seem to
have fallen in love with both.
According to Kissinger, the insurgents merely have to
survive to win. On that criterion, the Taliban won their
war years ago. But it's only now when Washington has
conceded defeat that we are grateful for having such
brave people in our neighborhood. However, we would
also like to remind them of our part in their victory.
Those at the helm of aﬀairs for example take credit for
bringing the Taliban to the table. Not a big deal if you ask
me, as it has been done often before: twice each in Doha
and Murree. This time around the Taliban hardly needed
any prodding from us because talking to the US was
their primary condition for a settlement. Nevertheless,
they do owe us gratitude on another account. Over the
last two decades we took plenty of ﬂak for any support
that we might have given them. We were accused of
playing double-games – taking money from the US and
helping its adversary. There was a good chance of being
declared a state sponsoring terrorism. Rogue groups
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were unleashed to subvert our internal fault-lines. And
most importantly, a well-orchestrated campaign had
created enough doubt in the Country that our Taliban
policy might backﬁre. If we still stuck to our guns, today
we can rightly claim that we too paid a price for what
promises to be the start of a peace process.
Some of us have often complained about the heavy cost
that we had to bear for our foreign ventures. Of course
we lost thousands in our wars against India; hosted
millions of Afghan refugees; suﬀered billions in lost
revenue while muddling through the crises in the East
and in the West – and were saddled with the burden of
Kalashnikovs, drugs and militant mind-sets in the
bargain. But all of this pales in signiﬁcance when
compared to what some others had to pay in their ﬁght
for freedom. Russian loss of 20 Million of its citizens in
WW2 might be considered exceptional, but even much
smaller nations like the Algerians, the Vietnamese, and
the Afghans sacriﬁced signiﬁcantly more to defend their
liberty.
In fact, no freedom comes cheap. Only the other day
when we were surrendering our independence of
decision making to the IMF and to the Saudis for some
measly billions, one could only infer that we have no
idea what it takes to be free. And before one forgets, if
today we take pride in our nuclear acquisition that has
aﬀorded us some room of maneuver in our policies, that
too came at a considerable cost—primarily in terms of
standing ﬁrm.

U.S Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan/
Taliban Peace Agreement a Political
Deception
1. Peace Agreement
Ultimately with the eﬀorts
ofvarious stake holders, after 19
years of US Afghan War and 18
months of negotiations 'U.S
Islamic Emirate of
A f g h a n i s t a n / Ta l i b a n P e a c e
Agreement' was singed on 29
February 2020 at Doha. The Dr. Hasan Y. Malik
agreement rests on peace in
Afghanistan and withdrawal of U.S and its NATO allies
troops from Afghanistan. Cardinal facets of the
agreement signed between U.S and Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (not recognised by U.S and known as
Taliban)/Talibanare mentioned below (Lindsay, 2020):
1.1. Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)/ Taliban
will prevent any group, individual including Al Qa'ida
from using Afghan soil to threaten the security of U.S
and its NATO allies.
1.2. U.S and its NATO allies will refrain from threat
or use of force against the territorial independency or
political independence of Afghanistan or intervening in
domestic aﬀairs.
1.3. Permanent and a comprehensive cease ﬁre all
across the Afghanistan and between all factions.
1.4. IEA/Taliban will start Intra Afghan dialogue and
negotiations by 10 March 2020 for prudent and
pragmatic follow up of the peace agreement.
1.5. Area under control of both parties will remain
under their control until the formation of new post
settlement Afghan Islamic Government as determined
by Intra Afghan dialogue and negotiations.
1.6. U.S will request for recognition of the
agreement to United Nation Security Council.
1.7. U.S will seek economic cooperation and
reconstruction of Afghanistan. This clause implies that
the U.S intends to keep its presence in Afghanistan as it
19
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wants to maintain its inﬂuence in one form or another
(Yaser, 2015).

reduce the Afghan government will lose more territory
thus making the peace agreement more fragile.

1.8. Various time lines pertaining to the peace
agreement are appended below:

2.4. Pakistan would like to have Talibans as part of
Afghan Government, hence it can aﬀect the much
needed pragmatic and a prudent outcome of Intra
Afghan Dialogue.

1.8.1. In ﬁrst 135 days the number of U.S troops will be
reduced down to 8500 from ﬁve bases.
1.8.2. Complete withdrawal of foreign forces will be
completed within 14 months from the date of singing the
agreement.
1.8.3. Release of 5000 IEA/Taliban and 1000 U.S
military and political prisoners by 10 Mar 2020 and rest
will be completed within three months.
1.8.4. Removal of sanctions from Afghanistan by 27
August 2020 with start of Intra Afghan dialogue and
negotiations (IAN).
2. Challenges to Peace Agreement
Although the peace agreement has been singed however
it is appreciated that due to various internal and external
facets this agreement will be subject to many
challenges;a few of which are mentioned below:
2.1. Integration among all the ethno-political
factions appears to be a diﬃcult proposition hence it will
be demanding to adopt a power sharing formula,
disarming and reintegrating of all Afghan cliques.
2.2. Ashraf Ghani (Independent) and Abdullah
Abdullah (National Coaliton) have contested
presidential election on 28 Sep 2019. As per the delayed
result announced 18 Feb 2020;total 1.8 million votes
were casted out of 9 million. Ashraf Ghani won 50.64
and Abdullah Abdullah 39.52 per cent. It was surprising
that both took presidential oath at separate ceremonies
on 9 Mar 2020. All this in combination of delay of
election and result announcement have added to
suspicions about U.S dominant role. This mistrust is
likely to damage the peace agreement.
2.3. Presently Afghan government controls only
about 40 per cent of the area that too mostly in central
Afghanistan, however Talibans mostly controlling the
periphery are better linked to neighbouring countries.
Hence it seems in future once the U.S troops would
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2.5. India has invested $ U.S 3 billion in Afghanistan
mainly for infrastructural development however most of
Indian eﬀorts have used against Pakistan. Since the
conclusion of the peace agreement India is feeling
outnumbered and the increasing Pakistani inﬂuence in
Afghanistan is further frustrating India, hence it is
appreciated that India will do its best to damage the
peace agreement.
2.6. Iran may not like the domination of Sunni
Talibans in Afghanistan Government however it has
acknowledged the agreement and is likely to continue
maintaining some power in Afghanistan, which can
harm the peace agreement.
2.7. Russia has tried to take a leading role in
negotiations to ﬁnalize this peace agreement with a view
to increase its inﬂuence in Afghanistan against U.S. In
order to counter the U.S and NATO pressure, Russia is
likely to support the peace agreement until U.S troops
are reduced and later will increase eﬀorts to enhance its
inﬂuence hence possibly diminishing the peace
agreement clauses.
2.8. China wants to have peace in Afghanistan due to
a few reasons, ﬁrstly; it wants to secure its investments
and wants to make use of Afghan natural resources.
Secondly; peace in the region will prove to be more
prudent for Chinese Belt and Road Initiative and CPEC,
thirdly; it will reduce Chinese concernsabout likely
terrorist extension or foot hold in China.
2.9. Afghanistan is a war ravaged countries hence
will have to depend on International Aid. However the
distribution of aid can aﬀect any unity among the
various ethnic and political Afghan factions.
2.10. Al Qa'ida has been supported by the U.S to
inﬂuence the Chinese trade, hence making IEA/Talibans
responsible for its peaceful behaviour is strange
(Yaser, 2016).
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2.11. It is not in nature of Afghans and their blood to
accept any foreign authority in their homeland. Unlike
many countries in the world Centre of Gravity of Afghan
lies in their tribal system. History bears witness. Accept
for their national cause against a foreign authority, they
unite till the time foreign authority is ousted. Afghans
have never historically compromised on principles and
standards with regard to any intruder occupying their
homeland. Thereafter they all are back into their rligopolitical based tribal thoughts to dominate each other.
2.12. U.S has no interest in Afghanistan, main theme
of 20 years U.S-Afghan War was to occupy a suitable
space, establish extremely secure and state of art air base
which can logistically be supported for all type of
U.S.Bagram Base was established over a prolonged
period of 10 to 12 years with multi lawyered defence
system; against ground and air attacks, which suitably
dominates Chinese designs. It is the most implacable
and suitable strategic air base which US cannot repeat
cannot aﬀord to vacate. The base has suﬃcient
accommodation inside for 10 to 12000 troops.If Taliban
are realistically interested to get their mother land
evacuated they have to destroy Bagram Base eﬀectively,
otherwise US will not leave.
2.13. Why Zalmay Khalilzad singed the peace
agreement on the U.S side. To make it more pragmatic it
should have been signed by a Christian American, most
importantly the peace agreement has not been ratiﬁed by
the US Congress, hence is subject to cancellation as it
U.S broke the deal with Iran. This way U.S being a super
power will have an excuse to cancel this agreement any
time.
2.14. Use of word 'pose' in a clause for provision of
security to U.S and its NATO allies; where it reads that
IEA/Talibans will prevent any organisation or
individual who even poses to threaten the U.S and its
allies is ambiguous which can cause distrust between the
stakeholders hence damaging the peace agreement.
2.15. Concluding an agreement with IEA/Talibans
and making them responsible for the peaceful behaviour
of U.S supported Al Qa'ida makes this agreement
dubious.

2.16. Implementation of the peace agreement is facing
lot of diﬃculties to move forward, the hitch was created
by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani who denied to resale
1000 IEA/Taliban prisoners on 1st Mar 2020; only 48
hours after the peace agreement was signed (Newsmax,
2020). President Ashraf Ghani apparently did this to
have his leverage as he was not part of the peace
agreement. Such incidents and inﬂuences can be
detrimental for the peace agreement.
3. Conclusion
Considering the details of the agreement, possible
Challenges,political scenario in U.S. and global geopolitics it appears that the agreement will be followed
more prudently until U.S General Elections on 3
November 2020. It will be pragmatic for Pakistan to
gain maximum diplo-economic objectives in this time
period.
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LETTER TO
EDITOR
16 April 2020
Corona and Clergy
There exists a diﬀerence of opinion in
between the ulema themselves and
between some ulema and the state that whether in view of
COVID-19 pandemic should the mosques be opened to all or
to a limited number only. The matter has attainted special
signiﬁcance in view of the ensuing Ramadan and the
Traveehs to be oﬀered during it. State is hesitant to take a bold
decision for the fear of antagonizing the clergy and the federal
govt. has passed on the buck to the provincial govts.
The constitution makes it incumbent upon the state for the
safety of life and property of its all citizens. And, if the state
has suﬃcient reasons to believe that the large congregations
could cause spreading of the disease and thus endanger the
lives of many, it must act and impose restrictions on large
gatherings at religious places also as it has done it in all
teaching institutions, cinemas, shadi halls, sports arenas, inter
city and inter province transport etc. etc.
I don't know why the govt. is shy of doing it here when it has
been done in the Harmain Shirifain and the Saudi govt. is
thinking of postponing the Hajj this year if the situation
doesn't improve by then. Could there be any place of worship
more sacred than these on this planet earth?
Alternately, govt. should ask the ulema opposing the
restrictions on large gatherings for the Life Guarantee of the
congregates that they shall not contract Coronavirus, as had
the IHC asked the govt. for the life guarantee of MNS a few
months back.
Or, still better could the CJP not take a suomoto action on it?
It is a matter of life and death for the millions of Pakistanis.

Life in Pakistan
A Regal Reality
It was due to the loud cry of
“Independence” that I took birth on
the fourteenth of August. Today
with two million people ﬁlling me,
I consist of all types of people
living in completely diﬀerent ways.
I comprise four separate provinces
with completely diﬀerent lifestyles
and a single aim that is to live life. I
have 94.6% of Muslims who Ms. Noor ul Huda Khan
worship Allah, I have 1.5% of
Hindus who worship idols, I have 1.5% of Christians
who worship Jesus and I have 0.6% of other religious
people who worship their lords yet I am not biased. I am
an Islamic Republic yet my ﬂag has its own space for the
minorities that have been living within me. They live a
calm and peaceful life and are free to live as they will,
worship as they are taught to and carry forward their
legacy as their ancestors had carried before them. The
stories within me are innumerable yet all of them talk
and speak as ONE.
I have those who eat once a day yet work ﬁve times in a
row. They are those who do not have their own house or
who do not own a reliable business. They strive for daily
bread and a respectable livelihood. They are bound by
poverty yet cannot ﬁnd a solution to their problems.
They smile through life and outside their hidden selves
to show the world that their pain and misery are not
bigger than their joyous hearts yet they cry their
misfortune and melancholy in the dark where no one
sees them but I do for they are a part of me and I know
them. They are one of the lives residing within me. They
spent all of their lives within me.
I comprise of those who are taunted and bullied once in
every while over either their looks or their grades. The
ones who show out bold yet their insides are broken.
They walk on my soil like solid rocks as their ears
remain concealed to the outer world's judgments yet
their hearts know the truth. Their very opposites, the
ones who do this to them also saunter upon my grounds.
They laugh and mock but all of them behold a story of
their own resulting them to become such imbeciles.
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Within me, reside the ones who are richer than the
mountains yet have a heart of gold. They have rich hearts
and pure ones. They facilitate and are revered by all.
Then there are the ones who are just like these, rich but
more cunning than foxes and extremely guile; the ones
who lead treachery and are more than just deceitful.
They don't simply walk on my mud; they stride with
unwanted pride ﬁlling their backbones.
Inside me live the ones who laugh and laugh from the
beginning of a day when the dawn occurs till the end of it
when it ﬁnally reaches dusk. These are those people who
smile through their fears, pain and even their desolation.
These are the ones that are strengthened by the will of
God and their fate; neither do they walk upon me, nor do
they stride, they humbly ﬂoat across my soil and leave
behind them a distinctive trace making everything feel
buoyant and exceptional.
Those greedy politicians who fake many promises every
time they need the public votes, they walk on my
grounds. They walk with those manipulative brains and
innocent faces right upon me. But there are also those
leaders who want to help the ordinary public out but are
bound by the chains of lawlessness and malpractice. The
ones who truly deserve those positions and statuses are
unfortunately restricted to that due to the sinfulness that
has now become very common around here.
I have brothers that are not brothers by blood but
brothers by a bond. Those look for each other's wellness
and good welfare like they'd look out for their own.
Those protect each other's dignity and respect like they
would protect their own. These brothers walk hand in
hand on my surface and make me feel proud of their
existence within me. Similarly, there are people within
me who spread hate and disunity among each other and
cause the destruction of relations and lives. Such of
these humans walk upon me blatantly without any
remorse or fear.
I have fathers who carry upon themselves massive
burdens of providing for their family and living their
own merry life. I have mothers who don't just know one
responsibility; they go about with more than a billion
professions and ace all of them while trying to manage
life and love. I have girls who are sisters and daughters
that love playing with colors yet are forced to live

colorblind. I have boys who are brothers and sons that
have impeccable artistic skills yet are laden with
redundant responsibilities and pressured by the thought
of carrying forward a legacy. Every day it is these smiles
of the people and tears that enamor my earth and ﬁll me
with many tales.
People living within me might not be rich in their social
life or developed like the other vast nations out there but
they are also not discriminating against other people
based on their gender, size or race. They might not be the
most humble and adequate society but at least they know
when to stand up for their fellow citizens. They might
not have as many etiquettes or a sense of style and
fashion but they are well known to their culture and
traditions. They know how to protect themselves, their
dignity and their lands.
The hearts residing within my boundaries are not afraid
of feeling life. The sun that shines brightly upon my
surface is not afraid to shine. The waters of my land are
not scared to ﬂow freely and rage upon need. The
mountains maintaining the serenity and tranquility of
my earth are not afraid to cause an uproar. The greenery
crafting beauty and peace upon the scenery of my soil is
not afraid of leaving the land barren and alone. Yet
neither of them do so because even as mere things, they
are committed to the earth and soil of their nation. These
are the lives that inhabit me. These are their lives in
Pakistan. They are free to call out for themselves and it is
their call, no one can make it for them.
I don't just have a single life upon me; I have a plentiful
of them. They start from the ones who cry to sleep and
end on ones who smile in between tears too: The ones
who are laden with their undesirable poverty and the
ones who are wealthy with money but poor at ﬁnding
their happiness; the ones who are weighed down by
unnamed liabilities and the ones who are carefree yet
want to be responsible for once; the ones who want to
touch the clouds and the ones who don't even get to sit
beneath a sheltered hood. There are accounts of old
ancestors that have forever carried on their heritage and
tales of heroes that have given this nation life and a
proud name. The lives that carry on within me
sometimes marvel me beyond belief. I ﬁnd it diﬃcult to
carry so many anecdotes and so many names that reside
within me. Life in Pakistan is not the simplest one. It's
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not easy. But it's beautiful. It holds within so much
genuineness and authenticity. It has its fun.

Life - A Review

These stories, these tales all of these are invested and
created within me. These people walk on my ﬁrm
foundations every single day with a new story, a new
account written down on their hearts and inscribed upon
my grounds; May it be the stories of sinfulness and guilt
or the tales of laughter and joviality. These all betide on
my very grounds. The earth marked 'Independent' by my
forefathers that brought upon the dream of this land as an
outcome of the unanimity that all those before these had
shown. The lives living in Pakistan are not diﬀerent,
they are all one; ready to ﬁght when called for and ready
to befriend when any situation calls for. The people
living under my name come from all types of wide
aspects of life and a diverse variety of experiences.
These lives are precious and their reality is my reality
and together we make a Regal Reality. The sense of
freedom and dedication to the earth of this nation
remains strong and runs through the blood of every
Pakistani. I am a nation with ﬁve diﬀerent provinces;
200 million diﬀerent types of people; 200 million
diﬀerent types of souls; 200 million diﬀerent types of
stories yet all of them have a single thing in common, a
sole name that makes them all the same, that makes them
all ONE that is ME: PAKISTAN and NOTHING CAN
UNDO ME!
Ms. Noor ul Huda Khan is just 16; currently completing her O
levels. She has been writing since the age of ten and
successfully published two e-books. She is also a world-wide
blogger and has a following of 5000 because of her
inspirational posts. Her writings address religion, law,
politics, human rights, mental health and more.

Of course there are no ﬁxed zones with segregating walls and
qualiﬁcations to enter, or sanctions to retreat from various Zones.
Neither there is a stipulated span of time to be spent in each. It was a
Review of Life; now part of the Book 'Life - '
You might have traveled and entered Yield Z; 'to deliver for the
benevolence' by the end of the day, month or year; and busy in this
supreme role.
Conduct your own Review. Find your place and role and move on to
'YZ'. Wishing you Godspeed.

Bakhtiar
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Review
The sentence
captivating.
by
“I was born
It was
Dec 1950,
interesting
and am still
to read the
living”
concept of
caught my
unlearning;
eyes; this
which
information
revolves
seized and
around
herald the
ﬁnding an
experience
alternative.
Dr. Hasan Yaser Malik
of seven
Author has
decades. I
mastery in
have no
selection of
doubt that
interesting and appealing titles for serious concepts;
being mentioned as part of a book, the experience has
“Children's Parents Parent's Children”, “One Nation
to be thoughtful. Although as per the index the book
Two Countries” and “Small People” are prudent
has been sub divided however considering its
examples.
objectives of sharing, socio-philosophical
It was good to read the founding father's vision about
development and vision spread all over the division
foreign
policy. Author has prudently enlightened the
can be ignored to maintain the rhythm. Author has
readers about global happenings regarding Kashmir,
designed an excellent Life Compass for cover page.
Russian Culture, and emerging Pakistan Russia ties and
Writing a bilingual is a diﬃcult proposition however
Geopolitics
of Indo-Paciﬁc Region. Author has
keeping in view the concept of causing awareness,
provided an excellent questionnaire comprising of 15
author has not ignored the vernacular readers. I was
questions
to ascertain what we actually do. It was
wondering so as to why word 'You' has been
mentioned on cover page, later I realised that as author thoughtful to read about Islam & National Interests. The
request which author has made to Talibans to teach the
wants to address his readers hence he has drawn
world
is solicitous, pragmatic and interesting. The world
attention this way. It appeared to be an uphill task to
must know that the best munitions to win a war are cause
read 380 pages, however multifaceted yet focused
and
dedication. It was nice to read about memories of the
write up was captivating. Lucidity of thoughts and
pattern of language not only kept me involved but also author about Rocket Artillery.
refrained to take it as a serious research.
Starting from the right side, author has stressed upon
religio-social
concept and the most prudent articles are
Author has presented an impressive social insight by
explaining the practical philosophy of symbolic social “Yeh Hum Hain”, “Rishtay” and “Zinda”.
characters like SHO, Imam Masjid, Ministers and
The principal and the most beneﬁtting argument was
Target Killers. Expressing about menace of caste
system, author has interestingly highlighted a question “What I Gave to Pakistan” (How much useful or
that why Chattahs and Cheemas has not done anything benevolent are you for His creation).
for Gujjars. Col Bakhtiar Hakeem has drawn attention
The author has produced a master piece which will serve
towards a national predicamental paradox of “I could
as a kindle for the social development.
have done better in western countries” in a pragmatic
manner. Articles about Traditional or Conventional
I pray highest abode in heavens for Mrs. Aneesa
thinking and Mistake Award Scheme should have been Bakhtiar.
put together as initiative remains a corner stone for
both. Identifying and stressing upon the concept of
give and take in the form of 'Y Junction' is quite
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AMS 2020
ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)

AMS REPORT - 2019-2020

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Feb-20

Contributors
BBF - 2019
Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari
ACM Kaleem Saadat
Col Manzoor Bakhshi
Brig Hasan Nazir Malik (Late)
Mr. Ahmed Ali
Bakhtiar/Mrs. Aneesa Bakhtiar
Col Nasir

6,720
19,200
1,920

Total
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Beneﬁciaries
APCOMS
HITEC
UET Taxila
COMSATS Wah
Al-Aziz Public School
Cadet College Swat
Foundation Univ Rwp Campus
Foundation Univ Isb (FUI)
Punjab College Info Tech
Punjab College Quaid Campus

5
6
2
1
2
1
3
1
1
1

Paid to Beneﬁciaries
Total
No of Institutions
No of Students
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Mar-20

27,840

2,880
1,920
4,800

40,000
165,000
90,000
22,500
277,500
1,020
278,520
10
23

40,000

10
23
Bal 2019
Received so far
Total
Total Exp
Bal as on 31 Mar 20

Total
308,063
528,000
40,320
6,720
19,200
1,920
2,880
1,920
600,960
55,000
41,000
40,000
165,000
90,000
22,500
413,500
1,020
414,520

308,063
600,960
909,023
414,520
494,503

Over all approximately more then 150 plus
students have been interviewed so far.
These students were or are studying at 11
diﬀerent institutions. 46 these
beneﬁciaries have completed their studies.
21 of these are currently the beneﬁciaries.

Ser

Dedicated to Service
Staﬀ at PKPA

April 2020

"In my understanding, the soul of a human being,
devoid of knowledge, is just like an oddly spotted
marble. Until and unless the
marble is well carved, the
splendour of the marble stone
remains unnoticeable. Same is
true of the human soul. For the
soul to be beautiful, it has to be
carved by the intellectual
hands of knowledge.
SIR SYED AHMED KHAN
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'You may not be interested in war, but war may be
interested in you' 'To avoid war if we compromise
our honor, we may lose on both accounts'
Lt Gen N K Lodhi
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Pakistan Kidney Patients Association
(PKPA)
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I was company commander of
two posts holding the area
between Karnaphuli Bridge to
Amnat Shah Bridge in
Chittagong. Enemy kept banging
its head for two months; no way;
we stood like a rock till last day.

I, was Pakistani Then I lost
East Pakistan

I, Pirzada syed Mubarak
Ali shah, sajjada nasheen
Pir Mehr Ali, Karman
Walay. So very unique and
superior to all the rest;
except my direct ancestors.

I, son of Adam, pbuh, the
single soul, father of all.
Thus brother and sister of
whole mankind. Just like
all of them.

I

I
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