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REKINDLING THE SPIRIT OF PATRIOTISM IN OUR CHILDREN
The prosperity of a country is inextricably linked with its children. While the love for one’s
country is innate, yet you need positive reinforcements to develop and strengthen that bond
at a young age, when their mind is free of biases and false notions. Thereby if you influence
them in a constructive manner, then they will grow up to be humane and upright citizens.
33 years ago this was being practiced, that is why as a child; although I had very little
knowledge of how and why Pakistan was achieved, I simply knew that this was my country
and I belonged to it. I learned to accept it for what it was; I embraced all the seasons, the
Ms. Hajra Saeed
places, the food, the people and the culture. Although I had, had the opportunity to travel
abroad, yet I never made comparisons. I never felt inferior because of what it lacked, to my mind, Pakistan was
unique in every sense of the word and I loved it dearly. So what triggered these sentiments?
Among many factors, two were predominant. Firstly my grandmother bought me the cassettes of Sohail Rana’s
National songs (all these were presented in the very successful children’s programs which ran for nearly two
decades on PTV, but were no longer aired at that time). These songs depicted
our culture, promoted social values, and above all awakened feelings of love
for Pakistan. The poetry, the melodies, and the children themselves were a
complete package which was enough to create a sense of pride in the hearts of
everyone. It also had a lasting impact on the younger generation, the essence
of which they passed onto their own children. Secondly it was my grandfather
who taught me the importance of the Urdu language. That it is our national
identity and instead of being reluctant we should enjoy learning it and excelling
in it. I was introduced to story books and magazines and I began to take as
much delight in reading them as I did those in English language.
Today Pakistan celebrates its 73rd Independence Day, and we have indeed come a long way, yet we have encountered
great difficulties, which unfortunately have increased manifold in the past 2 decades or so. This
has resulted in a lot of negativity, mostly due to what is being projected by our media and so the
spirit of patriotism is quite low, especially among children. And with the passage of time, they
have become completely enamored by the West, because their media is not only very powerful
but accessible as well; for nearly every young child owns a mobile device these days.
Therefore, we must act before it’s too late, yet what can be an immediate remedy?
I believe that our media needs to reverse the role it has been playing until now and
really put its energies to good use. We need to have a television or internet channel
that should be dedicated to programs that advocate the positive image of Pakistan.
Every day someone, somewhere in Pakistan is doing something commendable.
So all that wonderful work should be highlighted and people should get the due
recognition they deserve!
Furthermore there should be engaging programs for children. Such that could bring them closer to their
culture and traditions as well as provide them with all encompassing details about Pakistan, so that they
become well-informed of all they have been blessed with.
So if we want Pakistan to stay, then we can never forget that it is our moral and social duty to safeguard
it; and for that it is essential that we teach our children to love the motherland no matter what!
Editor: Bakhtiar Hakeem, Sub-Editor: Ms. Hajra Saeed
H. No: 26, St: 19, Sector C, Phase 1, DHA Islamabad. Tel: 051-5788614 Cell: 0345-5375114
bak116ster@gmail.com, www.thinkersforumpakistan.org

Title of account: Thinkers Forum Pakistan-Trust No. 0106 0100 00823 9
TFP-Better2 Morrow No. 0106 0100 585108 Askari Commercial Bank, DHA Islamabad.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader, how are
you!
Happy news indeed, Covid pandemic
is on the decline. Beginning in the last
week of Feb with its first victim, it
had hit its peak in the middle of June
Bakhtiar
and the crest continued for 2-3 weeks.
The peak figures were: Deaths in a day 156, Fresh
cases 32-33% and those recovered were 22-23%; of
the total patients. Tests per-day remained within 17 to
24,000. The death ratio has remained restricted within
a narrow range; 1.9 to 2.2%. As of today; fresh cases
are down to 5.2% and overall recovered have reached
87%. Comparing the world-wide data Pakistan is doing
really good. A whole hearted appreciation is deserved
by all, fighting on all fronts. Of course NCOC is the
nerve center.
There have been more than four subjects of profound
and all pervasive concern. Pakistan’s economy is
problem number 1. Even before the Pandemic, the
progress was down and the loans up the hill. Poor
economic strength will have its impact on our regional
and international relations and all the rest; with deep
negative ramifications. Paralysis in our economy, Part I
was published in last issue and its second and final Part
is being published in this one.
Continuing with the same problem, please see a brief
and very comprehensive analysis by Dr. Syed Mehboob,
of our current Budget. He has also presented the
solutions, in tabulated form. He is our new, honorable
and learned member. Forum extends warm welcome to
you, Dr. Mehboob. Let me welcome another honorable
and learned member joining us in the current month.
He is Mr. Amin Asif Kunjahi. He is a writer, a poet and
a columnist. See his article on an outstanding scholar,
writer, poet and critic; Mr. Syed Fakharud Din Ballay.
is also the title of a book, on the works of Mr.
Fakharud Din.

Communist/Socialist China, during the British rule in
India. After WW II, when USA replaced British as a
global power and PRC had taken birth as a new country
(1949); the issue took a new turn. Two China, i.e. ROC
and PRC vs. One China (Communist China including
Taiwan). However, it has since been settled, and the
USA is now following One China policy. Kashmir rose
to be a new conflict, and disputed area; formally in Jan
1948. Aug 5th 2019, it took a serious turn, when India
unilaterally changed its legal status. Let us see how all of
these issues of territorial demarcation between the rising
global power, China and the aspiring regional power,
India; are going to affect the regional and world peace.
Next and rather most significant development in the
region is Iran Joining hands with China in OBOR or
BRI. In his concise and precise style Gen Beg has
covered all important facets of this, rather historic,
global development. Please see how he concludes, ‘It
augers well for Pakistan’. Now I come to the matters
within Pakistan. It covers whatever has happened since
2018, or to be more precise after the change of the
government. Please study ‘National Dialogue Part I &
II’. See the statements like, ‘country’s failing political
system’ and ‘sluggish and flawed justice dispensation’.
These are indeed very worrying comments and remarks.
Learned author has offered the possible and the probable
solutions. Gen Lodhi has rather given a road-map for
the near future. For a broader look at the past history of
Pakistan, study the article, ‘…Bouncy Journey’ by the
Chairman TFP. There is a lot more to be read in the Issue.
A very important subject has been addressed by Ms.
Hajra Saeed. How to rekindle the spirit of patriotism in
our children…how could we make up for the lost time,
the mistakes and the missed opportunities? For stepping
out for self-growth, tomorrow, study one by Air Cdre
Zafar I Mir, and one by the scribe (Editor). Listening is
the beginning of Communication Skills. I will continue
with the subject, thru the sub-subjects like; ‘How to
Disagree’, ‘How to Agree’ and ‘How to be Interesting’.

Another important development in the region was Wishing you health and happiness.
escalation between China and India in the disputed
border area of Galwan Valley. Apparently the conflict
is in a stand-still phase. A similar development arose
between Nepal and India. Nepal declared a henceforth
disputed area, as its part after due diligence at the level
of national parliament. Tibet had remained a dispute;
whether it was an independent country or part of
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
The year 2020 upon which we had
pinned high hopes for better days
ahead is proving to be another
difficult year. The whole world is
in a flux and hardly any corner is
safe from troubles. End of super
power rivalry and the 45 years
Cold War should have made the Brig Asif Haroon Raja
unipolar world under the USA
peaceful. Instead, initiation of destructive global war
on terror by the crusaders after 9/11 to free the world
from menace of terrorism and make it safe made it
more unsafe due to their insincerity of intentions and
global ambitions. Flames of terrorism have reached
every nook and corner of the world.
The two oldest disputes of Palestine and Kashmir
remain unresolved due to lackadaisical approach of the
US influenced UN, which has bred religious extremism.
While the US strives to retain its global hegemony
through force and intrigue, Israel aspires for Greater
Israel. India is obsessed with Akhand Bharat and
Hindutva. The colluding trio have replaced grand wars
with low intensity conflicts, covert war, proxies and
trade war.
China wants to become the leading economic power
through its peace oriented Belt & Road initiative, while
the US wants to curtail its growth through trade war/
sanctions/containment. Russia is keen to reassert its
authority in global affairs. The Muslim world is a house
divided and deeply enmeshed in internal imbroglios.
Melting down economies of targeted countries through
hybrid war, blockades, sanctions and regime changes
are preferred options of the US, Israel and India.
Never before has the world been webbed in so much
turbulence in one time. There are so many flashpoints
like the nuclearized Korean Peninsula, explosive South
China Sea, Indo-Pakistan antagonism in nuclearized
South Asia, volatile Af-Pak region, Sino-India flare-up,
chaotic Middle East and simmering Ukrainian conflict.
As if these troubles were not enough, Covid-19 having
morphed into a global pandemic is damaging global
economies.
With so many simmering lavas, and USA and Russia
sitting over huge stockpiles of nukes and ICBMs, the
world has become a powder keg. 1% rich in USA
controlling world resources favor continuation of
aggressive policies to keep their war industry running.
4
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Pakistan too has its own set of grave internal and
external challenges. It is faced with perpetual hostility
from India which wants to balkanize Pakistan. Hostile
Afghanistan in league with India and USA has been
bleeding Pakistan profusely. Our southern backyard
hasn’t been so secure due to US-Saudi standoff with
Iran and Iran’s closeness to India.
Above all, Pakistan continues to remain under the US
spell despite its double dealing and strategic alignment
with India.
The grim situation in Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK)
and vulnerability of 200 million Indian Muslims in
India, together with uncertain Afghan peace agreement
which has begun to unravel have serious ramifications
for Pakistan’s security.
Internally, the government faces political instability,
economic crisis and governance problems. Corona
virus coupled with slowdown of CPEC have added to
the woes of cash-strapped Pakistan.
India under Modi is determined to completely absorb
J&K including Gilgit-Baltistan and AJK into Indian
Union and is fixated with its fascist ideology to make
India a Hindu State. The US and Israel support the
goals of Modi.
Our inaction is allowing India to consolidate its
gains in IOK, and might encourage it to embark on
an adventure in AJK-GB.
So far we have not framed any strategy to lessen the
pains of 8 million Kashmiris languishing in the biggest
open jail since August 5 last year and subjected to the
worst abuses.
Instead of waiting for divine help, or for India to invade
AJK-GB to respond, a wiser course is to fight covertly
in IOK instead of fighting limited war on our soil.
Our wait and see policy is no policy and amounts to
giving up two-third Kashmir to India. Diplomatic front
has not been mobilized the way it should have been
done.
Our leaders are still not prepared to accept the hard
reality that India will never miss any opportunity to
break up Pakistan and our unilateral efforts to befriend
India will never be reciprocated by India. We naively
think that prosperity of Pakistan hinges upon friendship
with India and promotion of trade and business between
the two countries. This myopic fixation must end and
we should learn to look elsewhere to make the country
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prosperous. India will accept the existence of Pakistan
only if it forgets about Kashmir, disables its nukes and
agrees to become a secular compliant state.
Continued resistance of Kashmiris in the face of
extreme odds, country-wide protests in India against
discriminatory citizenship law and international
backlash, resurgence in Khalistan movement, China’s
strategic gains in Galwan Valley, India’s domineering
attitude being challenged by Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim
for the first time, Bangladesh giving indications of
normalizing relations with Pakistan, and Iran preferring
China over India have provided a window of opportunity
to Pakistan to put the heat on India. Never before India
faced such a diplomatic isolation and internal disorder.
Inaction by Pakistan and silence of major power centres
would enable India to overcome resistance in IOK
and in India by using brute force and also change the
demography of IOK.
Disruption of intra Afghan talks in Afghanistan suits
the spoilers including the USA. The US would resist
the formation of Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
Pakistan has no mechanism or capacity to resolve
the current impasse in Afghanistan except to keep
supporting both sides and further pressing the Taliban to
be more accommodative by reconciling with the Ghani
regime. Even if the two reconcile, which seem difficult,
Dr. Abdullah and other northern warlords would not.
Failure of intra-Afghan dialogue would result in intertribal infighting for power.
Our effort should be on speedy exit of occupying forces,
elimination of perverse influence of India, and success
of intra-Afghan dialogue for the establishment of a
broad based regime in Kabul friendly to Pakistan. We
should however, be prepared for another round of civil
war in Afghanistan with fallout effects on Pakistan.
Pakistan should facilitate the growth of understanding
between Iran and China. Correspondingly, China
can help in mitigating the irritants between Iran and
Pakistan.
With external geopolitical environments showing
signs of improvement, the government must redouble
its efforts to put its house in order by making visible
improvements in governance, financial management,
and above all alleviating the socio-economic issues of
the poor.
Besides adopting a positive mentality by saying “we

can do irrespective of adversities”, we should not focus
only on tangibles, but also profitably exploit our human
capital. To enhance our national output, we should boost
our agriculture, technical skills and use technology
to reduce poverty. Sick state-owned enterprises to be
made profitable.
Japan, Europe and the USA are beset with an aging
population. We are fortunate to have over 60% of the
population young, which if imparted higher education
and specialized skills, and utilized properly, can turn
around our economy.
Three tiered education system to be replaced with
a single unified system to provide equal social
growth opportunities to all, and thus achieve national
integration.
Tax culture should be built to broaden the tax base and
to improve revenue generation.
Merit based system must be evolved, and austerity
should replace pomposity.
Critical reforms in education, politics, bureaucracy,
judiciary, police, and other state institutions to be
undertaken without which no headway can be made.
To rid the society of social diseases, there is a need for
moral and ideological re-armament.
All out efforts must be made to reinvigorate the CPEC,
which is the economic lifeline of Pakistan.
Pakistan’s economy will remain in doldrums as long as
Pakistan remains under the sway of the USA, remains
fearful of FATF and remains dependent upon the IMF.
We have to charter independent foreign and economic
policies to make Pakistan self-reliant.

That is the size of my family to care for,
Bakhtiar
to look after, to be benevolent to and be
responsible for.
This is the implication of the definition of a Muslim.
Provided you read it from His books. Of course, how
to make those believe it, who were gagged to death
under white knee and nuked and napalmed by white
bombs.
Any question?
5
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NATIONAL DIALOGUE
VINEGAR IN MILK (PART- I&II)
Today’s title is taken from the
Punjabi poetry collection of Anwar
Masood, whom I consider not
only a poet but also a philosopher.
Says: We have put vinegar in the milk
Now are left thinking what to do

Lt Gen Naeem K Lodhi

The same is true of my beloved Pakistan. Such
maladies have taken roots in every sector and in most
of the institutions that it is not only difficult but almost
impossible to turn this vinegar-laden substance back
into pure milk. Is it positive thinking to pin our hopes
on this outdated and dysfunctional system or should we
restructure this non-performing and useless system?
Some philosophers have said that if the same process
is repeated over and over again and the result expected
is different, then it is nothing but naiveté. Counting
the flaws of the democratic system is by no means the
intention of this article. Democracy is serving humanity
in many regions, although now political experts are
pointing at the weaknesses in some forms of democracy
and capitalism, but that is a completely different debate.
Here we will talk about the intentions of our constitution
and democracy, in which direction are we going and is
there any ray of hope? When a system gets evolved and
is set up for the governance of any country or society, its
greatest and highest goal is the creation and protection
of prosperity, life, property, and honour of its people.
And this is the Supreme National Interest. Therefore,
the debate that what is our Supreme Interest should be
put to rest, because this is enshrined in the Constitution
and there is no room for further interpretation. However,
there may be differing views on how to achieve these
basic goals, and all political, economic, and security
policies are shaped due to this thinking. And this is a
subject of Political Science from where the different
political philosophies and thoughts emanate. But if this
diversity of thoughts exacerbates opposition instead of
positive debate to the point that political and institutional
interests make them almost avowed enemies of each
other, then the ultimate goal of prosperity and security
is buried in the depths of bitterness. Society becomes a
victim of unnecessary and useless discussions. We are
facing the same problem.
6

Countries are made up of institutions and institutions
are made up of individuals. Like houses with different
rooms, and these in turn are made of bricks. Now if
there is any distortion in planning and training in these
three aspects (individuals, institutions, countries) then
the state structure and system will be clumsy and weak
and will not be able to achieve the above goals.
Let’s take a look at our society, on what lines our moral
and political structures are based and what are the
reasons that our national direction is not aligned with
the aspirations of our people, preventing the richly
deserved prosperity and happiness. Education, justice,
health, economics, security and social structures, etc.,
are the key features of any good political system. It will
be clear when we take a look at all of them one by one.
1. Political Structure
The Constitution of Pakistan is a unanimous document
and the result of a colossal effort, so it would be unwise
to only blame it for all our failures, just after a cursory
discussion and superficial deliberations. However,
the constitution is a dynamic document and can be
changed or made more effective by the methods written
within the constitution itself to adapt it to the changing
national aspirations and contemporary requirements.
The authorities should discuss the following issues and,
wherever possible, address them through constitutional
amendments:
The country should be divided into small administrative
regions (not on ethnic or linguistic lines)
It is not enough to make laws in any institution or
country. It is important to make arrangements to ensure
that the law is enforced and that violators are punished
irrespective of their social stature. The ability to enforce
a government writ is a justification for governing, of
course, taking into account basic human rights and
applicable laws. In addition, responsibilities such as
primary education, sanitation, clean drinking water,
primary health care etc, can only be implemented in
a manageable limited population and area . A capable
and efficient police force for enforcement, a judicial
system to provide speedy justice, and local government
officials willing to provide basic municipal services
(who are also obliged to collect taxes and spend
them on appropriate work), are the keys to successful
management. An excellent system should be devised at
the federal level for recruitment, training, monitoring,
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and development of these departments and the best
minds and characters of the country should be mobilized
for these tasks.
Law and Order, and Basic Municipal Functions can only
be performed smoothly when the area of responsibility
and the population are commensurate with the size of the
government machinery. Therefore, this is not possible
until the country is divided into smaller administrative
provinces or commissionaires. The details can be
decided by experts. After that, the legitimacy of the
present provincial governments is lost. Experience
has shown that the local government system was not
allowed to function in the presence of large provinces.
Therefore, only two levels of government (federal and
local, which we can also call small provincial) should
fulfill their responsibilities.
2. Judiciary
An independent, sovereign, and effective judiciary is
the hallmark of any living society and good governance
system.
In addition to being educated and intelligent, strong
decision-making requires a strong character. This is
possible only when a highly respected, trained, and
trusted Department of Justice is in charge. For this, it
is necessary to form a new cadre in which the merit of
admission should be much higher than the rest of the
departments. Lateral entry should be impossible and it
must have its own separate administrative structure. If
a lawyer today is an active member of a political party
and with the help of that party he is appointed as judge
of the higher courts, what are the prospects of him/her
making independent decisions?
In addition, all departments should be required to
resolve departmental issues within their jurisdiction
in accordance with the law and to devise a system of
internal justice so that only important and complex
cases go to the courts. The Ministry of Justice should
introduce the concept of Roving or Mobile Courts in
which a superior judge will be present at the scene,
set up a court, record the statements of witnesses and
provide speedy justice. We need to get rid of a system
plagued with sluggishness and inefficiency —and with
the present system everyone is fed up, may it be the
Prime Minister down to the common man. Strict laws
should be enacted (responsibility of legislature ) for
heinous crimes such as murder, robbery, extortion, drug

trafficking, etc.
3. Political Parties Act
Real democracy is not possible unless there is a pure
democratic spirit within the political parties. And it
should not happen in a superficial way just to complete
the formalities and the process. Why almost all the
major parties have become hostage to dynastic and
family politics? One of the reasons is the tendency of
personality worshiping in our society and the other
reason, which is more important, is the control of party
leaders over party funds and decision-making without
delegating it to larger forums. Also, the misuse of the
Horse Trading Act where a party member is unable to give
his/her personal free and honest opinion. Leaders in the
name of parties have taken good politicians as hostage
by hoarding money and resorting to horse-trading laws,
resulting in very respectable people being compelled
to flatter the children of the leaders and put them ahead
of them. People feel sorry for such practices by senior
politicians when they bow in front of the children of
their party leaders. It is very important to remove these
compulsions, otherwise, our politics will never mature.
There is also an urgent need to eliminate the influence
and interference of institutions in politics, otherwise
the joke in the name of democracy will not allow us to
develop. Special arrangements will have to be made for
the development of democratic attitudes and capacity
building in various fields. It is very important to have
some technocrats in Parliament. Today’s governments
cannot function without economists, engineers, doctors,
managers, IT, and defence experts. The condition of BA
degree was not palatable to some people. From this, it
can be guessed who has the monopoly in our politics
and parliament. Big landlords, Pirs, Religious persons,
Industrialists etc.
Furthermore,at times such people are placed atop to
look after the affairs of the economy, defence, foreign
affairs, and interior, who sometimes do not even
know the basics and working knowledge about these
departments. Stringent controls to ensure democratic
norms within the parties and during elections, are only
possible if a strong, independent Election Commission
is created and made functional. Not with the mutual
agreement and connivance of political parties, but by
Supreme Judicial Council. Same should be the case with
the NAB. Politicians should not consider this article as
an attempt to malign them or against them, but rather
7
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it is an endeavor to point out the shortcomings of the
prevailing political structure. These issues have been
pointed out for the welfare of the honest politicians
with character. It should be taken in the same spirit. In
the next episode, Inshallah, the rest of the institutions
will also be discussed.
NATIONAL DIALOGUE — PART II
In the first part, the country’s failing political system,
the sluggish and flawed justice dispensation, the
people’s lack of trust in them; near absence of law and
order, and total breakdown of municipal functions were
discussed.
It was proposed to divide the country into smaller
manageable provinces/districts to ensure good
governance, creation of Roving Courts and issues like
two-tier government (federal and local) were discussed.
Now in this important and last part some more issues
like education and security will be considered.
The State of Education in Pakistan
We are well aware of the deteriorating state of our
education system. There are many parallel systems in
vogue. Even the English and Urdu Medium streams
have further sub divisions. And a large swath of
society has the only option of Madrassas. The rich
and the upper-middle class educate their children
in international streams ie Cambridge and Oxford,
appearing in O level and A level exams and take away
many seats in engineering colleges, medical colleges,
finance etc; the poor and lower middle class remains
at a disadvantage. In this way, very intelligent and
deserving children are left behind in the race of life , and
the Country is also left behind in development due to
loss of great volume of talent. Due to the lack of equal
opportunities, the selection base gets shrunk resulting
in mediocrity rampant in almost every institution and
at every level. And, we keep wondering as to why we
have stagnation in institutions, playgrounds, factories,
agriculture, and research etc, lagging behind nearly
at every front. No matter how many talented students
study in different types of madrassas, they are left far
behind in the economic and social race. The tendency
to cheat in exams has acquired ominous dimensions
and may be termed as a dangerous mental illness. And
the State is silent and inactive as if these matters have
nothing to do with our survival. The expanding use of
drugs in educational institutions has not yet caught the
8

required level of attention of the governments, whereas
this is a very serious matter and a dangerous trend in
our future generations
Now, the need to change the educational structure
of the entire Country has been identified, but how to
adapt it to our national and local environment, still
remaining relevant and attached with the Global
Higher Educational Systems needs to be professionally
evaluated by experts in this field. It may not be wise
for a layman to comment on this, but one thing is quite
clear that this serious problem cannot be solved without
the imposition of an education emergency. All tiers of
the society including institutions and retired personnel
will have to be integrated to bring about a meaningful
change. The young population, if illiterate, unhealthy
and without economic opportunities, can be a burden
on the society and the country. And there are already
enough signs for those who sense and gaze in that
direction. Whatever the government decides it will
have to be done on emergency basis. The curriculum
should be such that along with education, moral and
ethical training should also be its part. At least primary
education must be handed over to the local governments,
but it is imperative that curricula be developed at the
national level to improve and ensure national cohesion.
Schools, colleges and Universities that do not provide
playgrounds and balanced extracurricular activities
should be excluded from the definition of educational
institution.
Pakistan’s Security Apparatus
The first thing to understand is that ‘national security’
is not only a military term or a phrase related to public
law and order. National security depends on many
factors such as economy, the functioning of the systems,
provision of justice, food autarky, water sufficiency and
protection of borders and the people, etc. But here we
will focus on the Security Forces of Pakistan guarding
the country’s borders against the enemies and fighting
the armed groups spreading internal disturbances.
There are many misunderstandings (facts, fictions and
perceptions) in circulation about the forces, especially
the army. They are often not openly discussed. It would
be in the national interest to speak out and write about
them, remaining conscious that these are sensitive
issues and the enemies should not be given any
opportunity to spread any negative propaganda against
our best institutions. Armed Forces should also open up
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to whatever extent possible and try to remove general
apprehensions.

corruption, have the opportunity to take over the reins
of the country.

How did Pakistan become a security state?

How will this happen? Is it impossible? Nothing is
impossible in human thoughts and actions.

Our beloved country faced severe security challenges
from the very beginning (India, Kashmir, river water,
etc.). The details are well understood by the readers.
Other than that, we probably had no choice but to
join other military blocs to strengthen our forces for
own protection. And we became members of SEATO,
CENTO, etc., and thus our inclination towards the US
and the West. The Armed Forces of Pakistan emerged as
a strong institution. And unfortunately in collaboration
with the bureaucracy, they considered it necessary to
intervene in politics under the misplaced principle of
necessity, and some of the politicians themselves had
included a uniformed general in the cabinet. Judiciary,
at times condoned such interventions. It was our greatest
misfortune. Since then, the military’s involvement in
politics has never ended, changed only with varying
intensity and depth. Thus Pakistan’s problems have
always been viewed from a security perspective and
basic issues such as education, health and justice got
perpetually relegated. It slowly created bitterness
between the military and the genuine politicians. A new
nursery of politicians took advantage of the opportunity
to climb to the apex positions with the help of the army
and thus the horrific stories of ineptness and corruption.
During this period, there have been some glimmers of
development, but we drifted away from true sustainable
democracy, and it is now clear that democratic values
do not exist in political parties or the political system.
The sham democracy, and the vested interests have
engulfed the entire polity, giving nothing but false
promises to the poor people. But now some young
politicians are emerging as a pleasant breeze and also
on the other hand there are undercurrents in the military
of the feeling that they have to stay away from politics
to achieve true democracy.
There is also a requirement to completely review our
Military System to make it economical, affordable and
socially inclusive. Either we review our Grand Strategy
or put the forces on large scale Nation Building tasks.
But to achieve this goal, political, judicial social and
military leadership will have to join their heads and
take some extraordinary steps and devise systems
in which new young and capable people, free from

Truth and Reconciliation Commission
Whenever different people talk about such
commissions, it seems that they want to take promises
and undertakings from others by pretending themselves
to be self-righteous and flawless. In fact, there is not
a single important entity that can be absolved of the
wrongdoings perpetrated against our people and the
systems. Politicians, judiciary, army, media, religious
leaders etc, are all guilty and there is no room to discuss
who is to be blamed more than others.
Just admit the general guilt and take the following steps:
Army should admit its past in-gressions and undertake
that in future other than their main security tasks they
would help and assist the Country, the people and the
Government, limited to whatever advice and help is
sought within the bounds of the law and constitution.
It should remove the impression of violating the
constitution and laws by its actions and behavior. Take
a re-look at the military system and focus on making
it economical, participatory and still efficient. Must
concentrate on the nature and character of future wars,
a smart standing army and a larger reserve force may be
an answer. It could be a separate professional discussion
within the relevant circles.
The entire justice system should be restructured
(investigation, prosecution and court procedures) to
provide prompt and just verdicts. Lateral entries in
Higher Judiciary may be discouraged. The steering
committee headed by the Chief Justice, which is
probably already working on this, should make its
recommendations soon. Chairmen NAB and EC should
be selected by SJC and not by political parties.
All political parties should say goodbye to the dynasties,
and self-styled royal families imposed on them. The
younger leaders should come forward and pledge that
they will never sit in the laps of dictators, and keep the
old corrupt leaders away from their ranks. They must
pledge to put the interests of the nation, the country and
welfare of the people first.
9
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The judiciary and the armed forces should be respected
but there be no room for appeasement by the executive
authorities. Politicians and the government should
never ask them to do anything illegal nor allow them to
do so. This would only work if true democratic values
are upheld within their parties and in the Parliament.
The politicizing of bureaucracy and police can only be
arrested by providing these two great and important
institutions with constitutional protection and
independence in their affairs . Only the appointment
of the top bureaucrat and top police officer should
be the prerogative of the Executive Head along with
periodic appraisal of their performance. Beyond that no
interference in promotions, postings etc, as is the case
of Armed Forces.
Media should realize its power and responsibility and
must be held responsible through a neutral supra body
appointed by the SC.
Easier said then Done
Now this would all be wishful thinking if we can’t
collectively think of ways and means to bring about all
the suggested changes. Rather first a discussion must
ensue to modify or challenge the changes suggested in
the two papers.
After majority view is consolidated ( consensus being
impossible ) then we can evolve the modalities. There
are certain ideas worth considering, like the expansion
of NSC where the judiciary, bureaucracy (including
top police official) and media representatives be
incorporated for this discussion. Or a referendum by
incumbent political leadership with the approval of SC.
May be an open discussion for emergence of a new
political set up that gets voted in for this very objective
etc etc.
All these options may be discussed threadbare at the
platform of the newly composed National Security
Committee and the Chief Justice of Pakistan should
take the oath from all concerned for the New Charter.
An interim government based and led by the non
politicized members of higher judiciary (agreed by
stakeholders), including retired bureaucrats, honest
generals and other technocrats should be formed with
the commitment of instituting the new system. The
political parties should first prove themselves at local
tiers and then come forward with their new workable
10

manifestos. Clean , personalities beyond any blemish
be allowed to contest the elections ( Strong , neutral
EC is enough to ensure that) after a certain stabilizing
period. The resultant Legislative Assembly should
draft a new constitution in three to six months or bring
changes to the constitution that are free of existing
flaws, institute governance that ensures public welfare,
by providing education, justice, health and equal
economic opportunities.
Now all this is easy to say and difficult to do, but in the
face of the existential threat that we face because of
the obsolescence of this outdated system and its various
sub systems, we need to act collectively and swiftly.
Many questions have been left unanswered, as the
purpose is to initiate a discussion and then a process.
However, if even one of the four major stakeholders
(political parties, Judiciary, Armed Forces, Media)
refuse to reform themselves, none of the above will be
possible. And ALLAH Forbid chaos and anarchy may
reign supreme. (End).

A SONG OF LOVE
Let us sit on the scented dewy grass
And smoke the pipe of peace.
Let us go in the dark, silent alley
And light a lamp with a smile of kindness

Air Cdre Matloob Bokhari

Let us feed the needy and love the
unlovable
Be a rose to heal the wounds of broken souls
Let us cure the scars created by hate
Be a river flowing with peace, love and joy
Let us learn from nightingale and sparrow
Sit in chapel, sing in mandar, stay in mosque.
O supreme creation!
The world is a sweet smelling rose,
Why to fill it with tears?
Why to destroy with hate?
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IRAN EMBRACES BRI
The Fundamental Blow has been
delivered creating the Magical
Realism. Some 45 years back,
Prime Minister Bhutto established
the Strategic Linkage with China
by opening the Karakoram
Highway across the Khunjrab
Pass. That helped us to build the
Gen Mirza Aslam Beg
bed-rock of the “Strategic Pivot
of our Defence Forces” which now anchors the CPEC
armada, known as Belt and Road Initiative - (BRI).
Similarly, Iran, brutalized by 40 years of crippling
sanctions and embargos, decided to embrace the BRI,
creating shock waves, that have changed the Strategic
landscape of the region. The objective, as defined in
the draft is: “Two ancient Asian cultures, two partners
in the sectors of trade, economy, politics, culture
and security, with similar outlook and many mutual
bilateral and multilateral interests will consider one
another strategic partners.”
There are nearly 100 projects cited in the document with
Chinese investment, while Iran is to provide regular
and heavily discounted supply of oil to China for the
next 25 years. There are host of opportunities now for
Iran to trade in Chinese currency known as Renminbi:
Strategic Defense Partnership (SDP). It will help
develop operational capability of Iranian Armed Forces,
as Pakistan was able to achieve during the period
1980-90. At present the high priority for Iran could be
to defeat the threat from Israeli F35 aircrafts, which
reportedly have caused damage to Iranian nuclear
facilities, particularly the one at Netanz. The draft also
talks about “deepening military cooperation, with joint
training and exercises, joint research and weapons
development and intelligence sharing.” Sky is the limit.
Infrastructure Development. China is to invest US$
120 billion for upgrading Iran’s road infrastructure
beginning with 2,300 kilometer road that will link
Tehran with Urumqi, already linked with Gwadar under
the “New Silk Road”. The road link when completed
would have an ambitious plan to provide connectivity
with whole of Central Asia, and thereafter via Turkey
into Europe, a development, that soon may lead to
political and economic integration of Eurasia. There
are also plans to build the 628 KM – Chabahar-Zahidan

road that will be extended to Zaranj, across the borders
to Afghanistan.
The development and electrification of the main 900
kilometer railway line connecting Tehran to Mashhad
is on priority. Another project to be taken up, is the
completion of Tehran–Qum-Isfahan, high-speed
railway, extending north-west to Tabriz, which is
home to a number of key sites relating to oil, gas and
petrochemicals. It is also the starting point for TabrizAnkara gas pipeline.
Petro-Chemicals Industries. Major portion of the
US$ 280 billion is earmarked for developing Iran’s
petrochemical, oil and gas industries which have
suffered immensely as a result of US-led economic
sanctions.
Telecommunication and Cyber Space. The draft
agreement also talks about China building infrastructure
for 5G telecommunication network in Iran. This would
see Chinese telecommunications giant Huawei enter
the Iranian market – a company that has come under
severe US sanctions and banned by several countries.
Chinese global positioning system, BeiDou, will also
to assist Iran’s cyber space in regulating what is already
there in the country. Thus, potentially “paving the way
for Iran to develop a China-like “great firewall”.
There are several strategically important developments,
such as bases at Djibouti and Keshm Island in the
Persian Gulf; free trade zones in Maku, near Abadan;
the proposed tie-up between Gwadar port and Chabahar;
the offered interests to China in the Bandar-e-Jask port,
350 km from Chabahar and the duty free zone there.
These developments pose a direct challenge to both
Western and more specifically, American economic
interests, creating new geo-political flashpoints.
The Magical Realism. The changing Strategic
Landscape, defines the contours of the new world order.
Quote:
“America’s knee on Iran’s neck has been lifted.”
“Dramatic changes in world political thought and
balance of power have occurred.”
“With one of the highest literary rates, Americans
are showing total disconnect between education
and common-sense.”
“A new geo-strategic Economic Order, comprising
China, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Central
11
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Asia is the emerging reality, which beckons Russia
to join for easy reach to the warm waters of the
Arabian Sea.”

Afghanistan and other Muslim countries, spending
over US$ 6 trillion, causing over 800,000 deaths and
displacing tens of millions.”

“It all augers well for Pakistan.”
America and India will soon face the coupe-de-grace
in Afghanistan, as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) becomes a reality. America is allergic to IEA.
Since 1989, treacherously America has prevented the
establishment of IEA. Recently, when it signed the
Exit Plan from Afghanistan the words: “America does
not recognize the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan”
appeared about a dozen times in the peace accord
document. No US government official signed the
document, either. This gesture demonstrates America’s
crude diplomatic mannerism.
The freedom movement in Kashmir will gain impetus
after changes in Afghanistan, and the Jehadis return to
Kashmir, as it happened in 1990, forcing India to quit
or grant the right of self-determination, as the honorable
option.
Options and Opportunities. Pakistan must fortify
connectivity both with Iran and Afghanistan:
a. Complete the Pakistan-Iran gas pipe line, as well as
the parallel road and railway lines.
b. Upgrade the rail and road network from Quetta to
Zahidan.
c. Extend and upgrade the road and railways from
Quetta and Peshawar to Afghanistan and link-up
with Central Asia.
d. Remain mindful of the ‘extreme pressure’ expected
from US and its Asian-Pacific partners, trying to
save the crumbling American Order.
Iran-China Strategic Partnership has kicked-up a geopolitical storm, defining the contours of the New World
Order, which promises interdependence, as key to
economic and social progress. Indeed, China has
succeeded building a financial system that bypasses
the US. It is strategic defeat of US and its “maximum
pressure” policy. World is witnessing the dawn of a
new era under the emerging logic of conflict:
“China is the only country in recent decades that has
become the world’s second largest economy without
resorting to warfare, colonialism or slavery whereas
the US has waged unjustified wars and military
operations in Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen, Somalia,
12

“Talking to the Breeze!”

The dedication of your book
Of soul-stirring Urdu poems
Declares that
Your Vision and your verse
Is addressed to both
Justice

Dr. R M Ikram Azam

Which the twentieth century, itself, wasted
woefully
And to Peace
Without which the twenty-first century
Is rising, regrettably:
What worse can be Doomsday?
I feel gratified
That this distinguishes you
As a Futurist in your own right:
An Islami Pragmatic Visionary Futurist
In the spirit and tradition of
Pakistan’s Creative Founders
Role model men and women
Of Islami Thought and of Islami Action:
Therein lies the Future of the Ummah
And indeed, of the Global Human Fraternity:
In Sovereign Strategic Freedom
And persistent, perpetual Peace!
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PAKISTAN’S BOUNCY JOURNEY
After achieving which no one else
could achieve, Quaid-e-Azam
passed away one year after the
birth of Pakistan. Allah willed
his departure honorably since had
he lived longer, the chronic foulmouthed intriguers would not have
spared him. He is the only leader
Brig Asif Haroon Raja
who is held in highest esteem and
remembered with approbation. His untimely death
created leadership crisis and power of pendulum kept
swinging between the Governor General and PM.
Passage of Objectives Resolution in 1949 strengthened
Religious Right and heightened secular-Islamic divide.
Murder of Liaqat Ali Khan in October 1951 gave rise
to ethnicity and regional loyalties. 1953 saw Ahmadi
movement in West Punjab and language riots in East
Pakistan. The political class in West Pakistan was heavy
with Choudhries, Maliks, Waderas, Sardars, Peers and
industrialists who had gained material benefits from the
British in return for their loyalty.
Devoid of high morals and competence to govern the
ungovernable, they put self before national interests.
Power tussle between landholders of East and West
Punjab and between Punjab and East Bengal delayed
constitution making for nine years. The British trained
white-collar CSP cadre, the crème of the nation, aped
the colonial masters by behaving like snobbish Brown
Sahibs and never served the hapless people. Their
arrogant attitude and lackadaisical approach of early
leaders were the major causes of alienation of Bengalis
who were in the vanguard of Pakistan movement.
Ghulam Muhammad and Iskandar Mirza’s palace
intrigues strengthened bureaucrat-military oligarchy
and severely bruised growth of democracy.
Pakistan decided to change its status of non-alignment
and join the SEATO, CENTO Western pacts in 1954
due to extreme security threats posed by India and
Afghanistan backed by former Soviet Union, which had
got irked when PM Liaqat Ali preferred Washington
over Moscow for his first state visit abroad. Thereon,
Pakistan tailored its foreign and defence policies in
accordance with the wishes of Washington and it put
all its eggs in the basket of USA. Ironically none of the
defence agreements had any clause of security against
Indian aggression. Owing to its full reliance on USA,
Pakistan was termed as the most allied ally of USA.

Once President Ayub Khan took over power in 1958, he
made profitable use of the US largesse by carrying out
all-round improvements in the country. His ten-year
rule is acknowledged as the golden period of Pakistan
which no other leader could emulate. He missed the
opportunity of liberating Kashmir in 1962, but egged
on by his blue-eyed foreign minister ZA Bhutto, he
vainly tried to make amends by launching Operation
Gibraltar followed by Operation Grand Slam in 1965.
He is credited for defeating the nefarious designs of
India wanting to destroy the armed forces of Pakistan in
the 17-day 1965 War, and gaining an edge over six-time
superior enemy. But for the war and the US sanctions,
Ayub could have considerably narrowed the east-west
inequity. Prosperity in Ayub’s era made the 22 families
affluent and widened rich-poor gap. A class of egotist
upstarts believing in pomp and show emerged in the
1960s. ZA Bhutto and Mujibur Rahman emerged as top
political leaders in the aftermath of 1965 war who were
instrumental in splitting Pakistan.
Notwithstanding the closeness with USA, the
relationship had its snags. Problems arose when USA
under John F. Kennedy started wooing India wellknowing that it was the camp follower of USSR and
had refused to become part of the defensive arc laid by
USA to contain Communism in South Asia. Motivated
by the desire of winning over India, the US provided
all out military support to India after it was thrashed by
China in 1962 border conflict in NEFA. The western
assistance coupled with Soviet support tilted the
military balance in favor of India, which forced Ayub
Khan to lean on China and he accordingly brought a
slight change in Pakistan’s foreign policy. Governed by
the policy of enticing India, the US instead of helping
Pakistan in the 1965 and 1971 wars, imposed sanctions.
Indian military succeeded in cutting the eastern limb of
Pakistan in 1971 due to all-out support of USSR. India’s
nuclear explosion in August 1974 and its expansionism
were looked the other way by the US led west.
Although ZA Bhutto was criticized for playing a role
in truncating the country, but he is credited for gifting
1973 Constitution and laying the foundation of nuclear
program. To restrain him, Henry Kissinger threatened
him to be made a horrible example. His hanging on 4
April 1979 alienated Sindhis and divided the nation
between Bhutto lovers and haters.
Pakistan under Gen Ziaul Haq was once again put
under sanctions by Jimmy Carter regime in 1979
13
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after it alleged that Pakistan had undertaken a nuclear
program clandestinely and was developing an Islamic
bomb. Ronald Reagan took Pakistan on board to fight
the Soviets in Afghanistan. Mujahideen were eulogized
and named holy warriors.
Zia era gave fillip to Jihadism, religious extremism
and sectarianism, but Zia earned his name in history
by playing a key role in ousting Soviet forces from
Afghanistan and in completing the nuclear program
and also giving Islamic direction to the country. During
the rule of Zia’s handpicked Junejo, culture of loans
from banks and writing off loans by the politicians
came in fashion and black money as well Mafias gained
strength.
Pak-US honeymoon ended soon after the US
accomplished its objectives in 1989 with the help of
Mujahideen and Pakistan. The holy warriors were
abandoned and later on declared terrorists. It was put
under harsh sanctions due to which it became politically
and economically weak. To rub salt on Pakistan’s
wounds, the US embraced India and was made its
strategic partner. Israel joined hands with the duo and
the trio worked in unison to disable Pakistan’s nuclear
program. Their antagonism increased after Pakistan
responded to India’s five nuclear tests by conducting six
nuclear tests in May 1998, and became the 7th nuclear
power. Thereon, denuclearization of Pakistan became
an obsession of Indo-US-Israel nexus.
The democratic era from 1988 to 1999 saw PML-N
and PPP locked up in infighting, which made Pakistan
politically unstable and economically weak. The two
mainstream parties in their bid to topple the other
had no time to combat the fallout effects of 10-year
Afghan war which had militarized the society. The
armed uprising of Kashmiris in IOK was not cashed
in to liberate J&K. External debts swelled, and the
state institutions became feeble. That period intensified
ethnicity/sectarianism and fortified Mafias, profiteers,
hoarders, smugglers, drug peddlers and racketeers.
10% Zardari blemished the image of Benazir Bhutto.
Disintegration of Soviet Union in 1992 made USA
the unchallenged sole super power. The US neo-cons
in league with President George W. Bush senior in
anticipation to the fall of USSR had conceived a New
World Order in 1989 and had chalked out plans to
rule the world for the next 100 years. This ambitious
goal couldn’t be accomplished without harnessing the
resources of the Eurasian belt, and neo-colonization
14

of the Muslim world. Israel dreamed of establishing
Greater Israel since 1982. The first moves made in this
regard were the initiation of Iraq-Iran war in 1989,
followed by the First Gulf war in 1991, the Kuwait
war and inhuman sanctions imposed on Iraq. Color
revolutions were instigated by CIA in the Baltic region
and Eastern Europe to change pro-Moscow regimes.
In order to evoke the feelings of revenge among the
Americans and Europeans, earn sympathies and
cooperation of the world, and to justify the invasion of
Afghanistan and Middle Eastern Muslim countries, a
false flag operation was craftily enacted on 9/11. The
blame was put on Al-Qaeda led by Osama bin Laden
(OBL) based in Afghanistan, which had been created
by CIA to fight the Soviets in the 1980s. The Al-Qaeda
and the Taliban were demonized and painted as the
biggest threat to the world security.
Gen Pervez Musharraf was the architect of Operation
Drass-Kargil in summer of 1999 in which seven peaks
of strategic importance were seized. Nawaz Sharif
buckled under pressure of USA and G-20 and ordered
withdrawal unconditionally. Converting victory into a
fiasco paved the way for Musharraf to dethrone Nawaz
Sharif regime and take over the reins of power in
October 1999.
Musharraf readily fell into the honeycombed trap of
USA since he was badly in need of legitimacy. Being
liberal, he was otherwise averse to Mullahs and extremist
Muslims. He was led up the garden path by George W.
Bush junior regime that it will atone the wrongs done
in the past and would build relations based on mutual
trust and equality.
Pakistan was made an ally and coalition partner of USNATO, and a frontline state to fight war on terror on its
soil. It was also made a non-NATO ally and a strategic
partner. However, irrespective of the impressive labels,
Pakistan was never trusted and was given a raw deal.
Throughout the 19-year war on terror, it was insulted,
humiliated, criticized and pressured to do more. It was
encrusted with unsubstantiated accusations of being
either complicit with the terrorists or incompetent
to deal with them, and providing sanctuaries to the
terrorist groups. No proof was ever furnished to prove
their allegations.
War on terror brought USA in immediate neighborhood
of Pakistan by virtue of which it started meddling into
Pakistan’s internal affairs directly. Pakistan was given
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a step-motherly treatment as compared with India
and Afghanistan in spite of the fact that Pakistan had
put its national security at stake and had rendered
sacrifices much larger than any other coalition partner
and had produced excellent results. What Pakistan
received in aid or close support fund (CSF) was puny
when compared with the human and financial losses it
incurred. As against $20 billion, bulk of which was of
CSF, Pakistan lost $ 130 billion and suffered 80,000
human fatalities including 7000 security forces. The
tally of injured is three times more.
Musharraf took credit of improving the image of
Pakistan which had sunk low and for attracting
foreign investments and bolstering the economy.
Notwithstanding his superior personal qualities of
head and heart and his 7-point agenda which had the
potential to bolster Pakistan’s fortunes, Musharraf’s
ambitious agenda mellowed down after he empowered
King’s Party in October 2002 through enticements and
high-handed tactics. Thereon, he started compromising
on account of political expediency mainly due to his
yearning to prolong his rule. Accountability became
selective and anti-Pakistan MQM became his forte.
MMA’s hobnobbing with TTP in Baluchistan and KP
was ignored.
Indo-Pakistan peace treaty signed in January 2004
was a cunningly laid out snare by India. Musharraf
happily signed it naively thinking that it will help in
resolving all core disputes including Kashmir and the
two antagonists would live as friendly neighbors. He
compromised on Kashmir by reining in Jihadi elements,
letting India to construct a fence all along the Line of
Control, and suggesting out-of-box solution of Kashmir
bereft of UN resolutions. In his enthusiasm to develop
extraordinary warm relations with archrival India, which
never reconciled to existence of Pakistan, he forgot the
psyche of Hindu Brahmans and their evil ambition of
establishing mythical Akhand Bharat. To please the
West, he introduced concept of enlightened moderation
and expanded electronic media exponentially, which
promoted secularism and obscenity.
The lawyer’s movement in 2007 joined by civil society
eclipsed his popularity and paled his impressive
achievements. NRO was his last gift to the nation the
ill-effects of which are still being borne by the people.
It enabled the most corrupt Zardari to ascend to power
in 2008 and become the strongest president.
During Zardari’s 5-year black rule, ethics, high

morals, values and principles were replaced with
immorality. Corruption as well as corrupt practices
scaled new heights, state institutions corrupted and
ruined, and economy reached the brink of collapse.
Energy shortfall which started in 1995 as a result of
Independent Power Plants climaxed when Raja Pervez
Ashraf, known as Raja Rental, held the chair of PM.
Mafias turned into uncontrollable monsters and Karachi
became lawless due to MQM terrorism. Zardari & Co
excelled in financial terrorism, money laundering and
fake accounts. Collation partners PPP, MQM and ANP
looted the national wealth with both hands due to which
the rich became richer, the poor poorer.
The chaos suited the adversaries of Pakistan which
waited with bated breath to snatch Pakistan’s nukes on
the plea that the country had become ungovernable.
Entry of over 10,000 CIA agents without ISI clearance,
Raymond Davis incident, followed by helicopters
stealth attack in Abbottabad, Memogate scandal and
attack on Salala posts all happened in 2011. But for the
role of the military and the ISI which busted Memogate
and got Hussain Haqqani removed from the post of
ambassador in Washington, Pakistan might have been
reduced to a compliant state of USA and India.
The domestic situation became so murky that the
people lost heart in democracy and started looking for
an alternative. PTI under Imran Khan (IK) which had
emerged on the political canvas in mid-1990s remained
in wilderness but came into prominence in 2011
essentially due to poor performance of PPP.
The five-year rule of PML-N was much better. The
feathers it added to its caps were overcoming energy
crisis by adding 12000 mw electricity in national grid
and ending 20-hour load shedding, tackling gas shortage,
controlling rural and urban terrorism, launching biggest
development program, lifting GDP to 5.8%, and above
all signing historic CPEC agreement with China which
attracted $46 billion China’s investment for the game
changing project. All these achievements were made in
spite of politics of agitation of PTI and PAT and judicial
activism, which retarded progress.
What PML-N failed to do was to proceed against PPP
leadership which had reduced the country to a carcass,
bridle corrupt practices and to carry out reforms of the
institutions. Sharif brothers multiplied their wealth
beyond their means. The other weak aspects were
Nawaz Sharif’s distrust of the Pak military and fondness
for Modi. He paid lip service to BJP’s persecution of
15
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Kashmiris in IOK and agreed to the contention of Modi
to place the issue of terrorism higher than Kashmir
cause. Like Benazir and Zardari, Nawaz was also
branded as a security risk after Dawn leaks, and when
he stated that Pakistan had a hand in Mumbai attacks.
Rapid progress of CPEC became an added cause of
worry for the Indo-US-Israel nexus since it has the
capacity to overturn their global ambitions and make
China the leading economic power and Pakistan a
self-reliant nation. RAW shifted its focus towards
CPEC and Baluchistan where Gwadar seaport is being
developed and for that purpose had positioned naval
officer Kulbushan Yadhav at Chahbahar.
Pakistan was treated unfairly by USA despite Gen
Musharraf, Zardari and Nawaz going out of the way
to do the biddings of Washington and putting up
with Delhi-Kabul enmity meekly. They earned the
displeasure of people of Pakistan who see USA as a
double-dealing unjust and ruthless Satan filled with
Muslim hatred. By and large the world is convinced
that the US wrongly holds Pakistan responsible for its
failures in Afghanistan and whips it callously to lessen
pains of its fault lines. For India and Afghanistan, the
real promotors of intrigue and terrorism, the US has
different set of standards. They are cajoled and richly
rewarded. In Afghanistan, the US has sunk $ 1.4 trillion
and has no complaints. All genuine and unreasonable
demands of India are met forthwith.
Major reason behind the US discriminatory policy is
that it had occupied Afghanistan under a false pretext
and had initiated war on terror with an ulterior motive.
Pakistan was never an ally but was and still is the target.
It was made an ally to achieve short-term objectives
since without whole-hearted support of Pakistan,
the US-NATO adventure into Afghanistan to topple
Taliban regime would have been extremely onerous
and costly. While CIA, MI-6, Mossad, BND, RAW
and NDS sat under one roof to make plans, ISI was
kept out of the loop. An anti-Pakistan and pro-India
regime under Hamid Karzai (later of Ashraf GhaniDr. Abdullah) was installed in Kabul which allowed
the foreign agencies to use Afghan soil to undertake
biggest covert operations against Pakistan in order to
destabilize, secularize, denuclearize and balkanize it.
People of Pakistan braved the hardships of dictatorship
and corrupt civilian rule and remained in two minds which
one was better. Majority favored military dictatorship
which provided better governance, law and order and
16

improved economy. Fed up of the two mainstream
parties, they looked for a big change and saw PTI under
IK as a better alternative. IK highlighted the ills of both
PML-N and PPP and held them responsible for running
sham democracy and plundering the country. He raised
the banner of ‘change’ and New Pakistan.
PTI improved its political standing from one seat and
formed a government in KP. It became the second
and third largest party in Punjab and in the Centre
respectively in the 2013 elections. PML-N returned to
power with a heavy mandate for the 3rd time due to
its heavy vote bank in Punjab. PPP was reduced to a
regional party based in Sindh.
Effective demonization of Sharif brothers by PTI and its
partners supplemented by six months sit-in, electronic/
social media and judiciary under chief justice Saqib
Nisar, helped the PTI to win elections in July 2018 with
a narrow margin. It formed government in KP, but it
couldn’t even muster simple majority in the Centre and
in Punjab. To form governments, it had to seek help
of PML-Q, MQM-P, BNP-M, GDA and independents,
all with soiled past. PPP managed to retain its bastion
of Sindh, while PML-N was clean bowled. Political
manipulations earned IK the title of ‘selective PM’ and
the opposition pointed their fingers towards the military
establishment.
Already heavy with electables from other parties, the
PTI got compromised at the very outset by relying on
allies which it had severely criticized, and appointing
non-elected on key posts. Repeated U-turns, downslide
in economy, soaring inflation and price hike further
reinforced the stance of opposition parties that IK and
his team are incompetent. Major folly on part of PTI is
that it took over without any homework and started its
innings on wishful assumptions. Major ones were return
of looted $200 billion from foreign banks, Pakistanis
living abroad will flood the banks with remittances,
tax base would get enlarged, and corruption would
die down. It lived in the fool’s paradise that milk and
honey would start flowing in soon after popular and
charismatic IK would take over the reins of power. It
didn’t take into account that Pakistan is the most difficult
country to govern and there are too many intriguers and
spoilers whose sole job is to create hindrances and spoil
the game. In the last 72 years, the land of the pure has
become socially, morally and politically diseased, due
to which immorality, dishonesty and corrupt practices
have seeped into every layer of the society. Moreover,

August 2020
the state institutions are dysfunctional, high and low
government officials down to peon are governed by
feudal mindset and lethargy. Merit based system is nonexistent.
Surrounded by sycophants and dishonest and
opportunists, IK instead of first putting PTI’s house in
order by conducting internal elections, restructuring
the non-performing political system based on dynastic
and family politics and British inherited bureaucratic
system, reining in the mafias controlling state
institutions, taking a look at the constitution whether
it is attuned to the aspirations of the people, removing
flaws in capitalist oriented economic system which
has failed to alleviate poverty, evaluating the judicial
system which is pro-rich, the three-tiered education
which has sharply divided the society, the social and
primary healthcare infrastructure which has kept the
rural belt out of loop, the large and unwieldy provinces
which are difficult to govern, he started chasing his
political opponents vehemently.
While none of the assumptions materialized, his financial
team has performed poorly which is IMF selected. The
two decisions of increasing the bank rate to 13.25% in
order to reduce inflation, and to heavily devalue the
Rupee so as to increase exports neither reduced inflation
nor enhanced exports, but added weight of $ 40 billion
to the already crumpled economy. Phenomenon of loans
grew in scope. On top of it, coronavirus has further bled
the economy and GDP, which declined from 5.8% in
2017 to 2.1%, might dip to -02%. Pakistan is faced
with rising poverty, unemployment, surging inflation
and price hike, mounting debt burden and fiscal deficit.
There have been crisis after crisis in two-year tenure of
PTI.
The economic crunch has rendered IK powerless to
accomplish his dream of providing jobs to one crore
jobless, to build 50 lac houses for the homeless and
to transform the country on the model of Riyasate-Madina. Not a single Mafia has been collared,
which have become uncontrollable monsters, and no
institutional reforms undertaken. NAB is spinning
around the pole star with zero results, while judiciary’s
reputation stands soiled. Convicted NS managed to
slip out of the country. Allies of PTI have begun to
jump the ship and BNP-N has taken the lead. Leading
lights within the party have started fighting and some
are aspiring to take over from IK. Cornered PPP is
taking advantage of 18th Amendment to play Sindh

card. Foreign-aided anti-Pakistan groups have grouped
together to intensify terrorism, Indo-Afghan nexus is
busy devising techniques to destabilize and unravel
Pakistan. No step has been taken to provide relief to
the 9 million locked up Kashmiris in IOK since August
5, 2019 and undergoing worst oppression. Opponents
of IK are paying him in the same coin and leaving no
stone unturned to tarnish his reputation.
It didn’t take long for the PTI to realize the gravity of
the situation, because within two years of its rule all
macroeconomic indicators went into negative. IK’s
lack of experience of management, his weak decision
making capacity and lack of empathy, his inexperienced
team, alliance with blackmailers, constraints of 18th
Amendment, unreformed state institutions, bankrupt
economy, mountain of debts, accountability making no
headway, together with political and internal security
challenges and Kashmir imbroglio, when viewed in
context with dangerous designs of Indo-US-Israel
nexus has made the overall situation grave. Plight of the
people is going from bad to worse and their patience is
wearing out.
Talk of yet another experiment of presidential form of
government, or national government, or government
of technocrats has become louder. Some suggest tough
martial law for ten years minus politicians, while others
propose an in-house change. To hide its inadequacies,
PTI is making the same old excuse of blaming the
predecessors. Apologists are of the view that the muck
of 72 years cannot be washed in 2 years and that IK is
still the best choice.
There is a growing perception that the ‘third force
experiment’ has also failed to deliver and after PTI’s
failure there will be a complete political vacuum because
of absence of a viable national party. IK is however
unruffled and is confident that he will weather the storm
and will sail past the choppy waters to the shores of
prosperity. Is this yet another wishful assumption or
he has a solid plan up his sleeve? The question is that
will it be wise to pin hopes for a better tomorrow on
outdated and dysfunctional system?

The writer is a retired Brig Gen, war veteran, defence &
security analyst, international columnist, author of five
books, Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director Measac
Research Centre, member CWC PESS, Member Council TJP.
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SALIENT FEATURES OF BUDGET
2020-21
1. The salient features and a brief analysis of the
current budget is as follows.
a. The Budget of 2020-21 is the toughest budget of
the history of Pakistan
b. The government followed the instructions of
IMF to pave the way for US$ 6 billion in three
years as budget support fund
c. Another two years would be very tough for
Pakistan
d. The measure taken by government would
increase the cost of doing business
e. Tax to DGP ratio is 11%. In a population of 220
million only 2 million people file tax return out
of which 600,000 are salaried people (30% of
total) 380 companies alone account for more
than 80% of total tax. There are over 341,000
electricity and gas connections on commercial
basis and only 40,000 are registered with sales
tax
f. Only 1.4 million out of 3.1 million commercial
consumers pay taxes
g. There are estimated 50 million bank accounts
but only 10 % (5 million) pay taxes.
h. Out of 100,000 companies registered with SECP
only half of them pay taxes.
i. Total Revenue Rs. 6,573 billion including FBR
revenue of Rs. 4,964 billion
j. Transfer to Provinces under NFC Award is
estimated Rs. 2,874 billion
k. Net Federal revenue Rs. 3,700 billion
l. Total federal Expenditure has been estimated at
Rs. 7,137 billion
m. Budget deficit projected Rs. 3,437 billion which
is 7 % of the GDP with primary balance at -0.5%
n. Government is planning to borrow more external
loan of Rs. 2,157. 5 bn
o. Total Debt servicing Rs. 3,663.37 billion
p. Amount allocated for health is only Rs. 25.49
billion
q. Amount allocated for education is only Rs. 83.6
billion
r. Interest being paid Rs. 2,946 billion
s. Interest payment Rs. 2,946 billion means
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t.
u.
v.
w.
x.
y.
z.
aa.
ab.

monthly Rs.245.5 billion
daily 8.81 billion , per
hour Rs. 5.66 million ,
per minute Rs. 5.66
million per minute and Rs.
944,444 per second
The country is Himalayan
debt and interest burden
Dr. Syed Mehboob
The size of GDP declined
Rs. 3,300 billion
Interest payment is 59.36 % of FBR’s estimated
tax revenue and 53% of total tax revenue
Government borrowed Rs. 3,905 billion in
2019-20
Average per month Rs. 324.42 billion Average
per day Rs. 10.84 billion per hour Rs. 45. 19
million
Interest payment is 128.52 % of more than
defence budget
Interest payment is 11,475 % more than health
budget
It is 3,434 % more than Federal Government’s
education budget
Total foreign debt is Rs. 43,000 billion
2019-20
Rs. Billion

Description

2019-20
2020-21
revised
Rs. Billion
Rs. Billion

Tax Revenue

5,822.16

4,208.49

5,464.30

FBR Taxes

5,555.0

3,908.04

4,963.0

Direct Taxes

2,081.94

1,623.0

2,043.0

Indirect Taxes

3,473.05

2,281

2,920.0

Other Taxes

267.16

300.45

501.30

Non Tax Receipts

894.46

1,296.03

1,108.93

Total Revenue

6,716.62

5,504.48

6,573.22

Capital Receipts

766.198

755.57

1,326.05

Total Internal Receipts

7,482.8

6,260.06

7,899.27

External receipts

3,032.32

2,272.92

2,222.9

Loans

2,990.58

2,181.20

2,157.5

Grants

27.95

32.49

2.67

10,515.146

8,532.97

10,122.19

3,986.7

4,839.65

3,663.37

Total Internal
external receipts
Debt Servicing

and
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2019-20
2020-21
revised
Rs. Billion
Rs. Billion

Description

2019-20
Rs. Billion

Defence Affairs and
Services

1,149.66

1,224.52

1,289.13

Economic Affairs

84.16

106.41

71.75

Environmental
Protection

0.47

0.47

0.43

Health

11.05

12.02

25.49

Education Affairs

77.26

81.25

83.36

2,221

2,946.00

-9.1%

-7.00%

Mark up payment
Budget deficit % of
GDP
Mrk up on domestic
debt
Mark up on foreign
debts

-7.1%
2,531.68

2,631.0

359.76

315.13

2. Salient points
a. Interest payment Rs. 2,946 billion which means
monthly 245. 5 billion daily 8.18 billion 340
million per hour , 5.66 million per minute and
Rs.944,444 per second
b. Can anybody imagine with this trend economy
could be run ?
c. The country is under Himalayan debt and interest
burden
d. The total outlay of budget is Rs.7,294.9 billion
e. Resource Availability is Rs. 6,314.96 billion
f. The size of GDP declined about 3,300 billion
g. Interest payment is 59.36 % of FBR’s estimated
tax revenue and 53 % of total tax revenue
3. How to tackle deficit?
a. Print more notes
b. Result: High inflation and increase in cost of
living
c. Borrow from internal and external sources
d. Result: Will increase Debt to GDP ratio , higher
financial cost, huge interest has to be paid.
Pakistan exactly doing this
e. To increase rate of electricity , gas charges :
f. Result : Burden on common people
4. Difference between current and Development
Expenditure. Current expenditure is required to meet
running cost. Development expenditure are made in
assets. Paying salaries, pension, defence etc current

expenditure Building roads, schools, universities,
hospitals, ports, motorways, dams, energy resources is
development expenditure.
5. Deficit Explained
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Total Revenue 			
Transferred to provinces
Net Revenue 			
Add Provincial Surplus		
Net Amount Available		
Expenses 				
Deficit

6. Govt Borrowed in 2017-18
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Rs: 1,200 billion
Average Per month : Rs.100 bn
Avg per Day : Rs: 3.3billion
Avg Per hour : Rs: 14 crore
Mark up Paid Rs: 1,526 bn in 2017-18
Per Month interest : Rs:127.17 bn
Per Day : Rs: 4.20 bn ( now doubled Rs. 8
billion in 2020-21)
h. Per hour : Rs: 17.50 crore
i. Per minute Rs: 29 lacs or Rs: 2.9 million
7. Govt Borrowed in 2019-20
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Rs:3,905 bn
Average Per month : Rs.324.42 bn
Avg per Day : Rs: 10.84 bn
Avg Per hour : Rs:45.19 million
Mark up Paid Rs: 2,221 bn
Per Month interest : Rs:185.08 bn
Per Day : Rs: bn 6.170 bn
Per hour : Rs: 257 million
Per minute Rs: 4.2 million

8. Interest vs Defiance+ Education & health
a. Interest payment is 128.52 % more than Defence
Budget
b. It is 11,457 % more than health budget
c. It is 3,434 % more than Federal Government’s
education budget
d. Total Foreign debt is Rs.43,000 billion
e. Sugar Mills paid Rs. 22 billion in tax as per
sugar inquiry report and got back Rs.12 billion
in rebates
f. Poverty can not be eliminated with debt policies
g. Government Reduced interest rate from 13.25 %
to 8 percent a reduction of 5.25 %
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9. IPPs
a. In 1994 IPPS invested 51. 80 billion investment
b. They got back 415 bn in profit and 310 bn
dividend
c. Tariff were set in US$ instead of rupees in this
way they got double advantage
d. Government suffered a loss of Rs. 4,700 billion
due to fixing charges in US$ instead of rupees
e. First time since 68 years economic growth was
negative

patriotic and sincere members who could also
be part of this movement
m. Retired government officials in including
retired armed forces personnel who are free and
do not have their family’s responsibilities might
become part of EDUCATION MOVEMENT
and voluntarily educate in poor areas.
SAVE PAKISTAN ECONOMY FROM INTEREST
BURDEN SAVE PAKISTAN

10. Solution
a. Try to get rid of IMF dictation as soon as
possible
b. Austerity measures at every government
department
c. Implementation on Dr.Ishrat Husain’s reforms
d. To privatize 43 organization Wind up 8
organization, Transfer to provinces 14 or
organizations, merge 35 organizations
e. This restructuring would lessen the burden on
Federal Government
f. Get rid of Sugar, Atta, and Gandum and Power
mafia who in shape of subsidies and other
concession sucking the blood of economy. They
were part of almost all previous governments
and the current one as well.
g. With existing team of PM economy could
not be restored .Nation needs competent,
hardworking, sincere ,patriotic people
h. NATIONAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH
EMERGENCY programme should be launched
under the Supervision of Dr. Abdul Qadir
( Education) Dr. Abdul Bari of Indus Hospital
(Health)
i. Dr.Amjad Saqib of Akhuwat , Bait us Salam
Trust which is providing education to 5 million
students including a revolutionary prorgamme
of free O level, Hifz , shaha da tu Alimiya
education , Alkhidmat which has a countrywide
network of sincere and God fearing people and
SHAHID AFRIDI and his foundation
j. Other reputed NGOs like Silani Welfare, JDC
might also join
k. Islamization of Pakistan’s economy under
supervision of Justice (R) Taqi Usmani and
Mufti Muneeb ur Rehman
l. Thinker’s Forum Pakistan has the competent,
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Dr. Syed Mehboob is Ex Director Research
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Budget 2020-21 is the toughest one in the history
of Pakistan as Pakistan is fighting many battles on
economic front with efforts to stabilize economy,
to minimize Covid 19 effects and to introduce the
structural adjustments but the negative effects of
interest and debt so severe that alone government
and its team cannot achieve desired results. Whole
nation with the spirit of 1965 should join hands
to cope up the challenges. The salient features of
business highlights these needs.

For centuries Eastern heart and
intellect
have been absorbed in the question –
Does God exist?
I propose to raise a new question
– new, that is to say, for the East –
Does man exist?
Stray Reflections
Muhammad Iqbal April 1910

August 2020

PARALYSIS IN OUR NATIONAL
ECONOMY
(Part-II)

1. It has been seen that devising
such ways as to psychologically
mobilize
the
extremely
demoralized, yet hard working
farmers to usher in a revolution is a
great possibility. In the part one of
this article it has been proved that
agriculture is the backbone of our
Lt Col Arshad Nazir Chishty
national economy. It has further
been proved that our 11.7 crores of impoverished farmers
and peasants are the backbone of our agriculture. It has
also been highlighted that with the injustice that has
been meted out to the farmers and peasants ever since
the mid fiftees needs to be arrested because the GOVT
WHEAT SUPPORT PRICE MECHANISM has spread
a horrible poverty among the rural areas. We have also
seen that by dealing with injustice to these 11.7 crores
of farmers and peasants through an unconventional
psychological support, miraculous results are possible
to be produced.
2. In the exercise above I have proved beyond doubt that
great injustice has been going on with these 11.7 crore
farmers. It is amazing that all the people of Pakistan
have kept on purchasing all other commodities at those
prices which have increased from 600 to 700 times
since 1964 but they insist on purchasing wheat only at
the GOVT WHEAT SUPPORT PRICE. If any increase
is made in it they start complaining that flour prices
have increased(AATA MEHNGA HO GYA HAI). Such
are very unfair remarks in view of the injustice to the
wheat growers. It is an irony of fate that the bread
grower is hungry and without the bread.
3. AATA MEHNGA HO GYA HAI are the urban voices
which do not realize the kind of injustice that has been
going on with those 11.7 crores of farmers and peasants.
With such kind of thinking it is difficult to find any
sympathy coming from the urban thinkers. It appears
that it is beyond them to think that, for collective
salvation we should not permit such an injustice to the
farmers to go on.
4. The political leaders are more to blame for having let
this injustice go on. It is amazing PML-N have ruled
Punjab for twenty years and they should have been

aware of the fact that the plains of Punjab are their
greatest assets. ALAS! If they had realized that the
greater part of the rampant unemployment of the people
is because of the GOVT WHEAT SUPPORT PRICE
MECHANISM. They have invested huge amount of
resources on making M-1 and M-2 motorways hoping
that they would accentuate poverty alleviation, but
that was not to be. In fact it has happened quite in the
reverse order. The amounts of money on providing
laptops yellow cabs and motorways have not helped
to reduce the poverty .Looking broadly on the above
projects about a hundred and thirty billion rupees have
gone into them. If some how we had decided to help the
farmers by providing to them wheat growing inputs at
discounted rates, we could have done that by allocating
about thirty billion rupees to such a project.
5. By investing about thirty billion rupees we could
have managed to create environments for enriching
the farmers and setting the pace for generating twenty
eight billion dollars in six months of the wheat crop.
With that miracle figure great vistas of economic well
being would have opened. The rural areas would have
commenced to be abuzz with economic activity. It is
dismaying to note that, that has never occurred to the
people living in the cities. It seems that the thinking
people think that they are not done with overcoming
the problems obtaining in the cities how can they
think of looking towards what problems the village
people(PAINDOOS) are afflicted with.
6. This article is not intended at taking a stock of the
prevailing misery, squalor and disease in the villages;
which are one too many when we start making a list. It
is an effort at explaining that any increase in the wheat
support price will make the wheat costly for the urban
people. No one wishes to analyze that a big portion
of the populace is sinking down in poverty and the
same has even retarded the progress even in the cities
as well. Those PAINDOOS instead of being partners
in the development of the national economy have in
fact become a dead weight upon any development. It
sounds strange for the people of learning and wisdom
to believe that the injustice to the farmers should be
accorded any credence. Just the size and monstrosity
of the problems of the village folk inhibits any thought
process to solve the same. There is little thinking on the
part of the governments to appreciate the huge extent
of those problems and hardly any machinery has been
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installed towards the solution of those problems.
7. Let us look at just one problem in the villages as
an example. The houses wherein the village folk reside
are not registered in their names. They can only claim
ownership to their houses on the basis of the verbal
evidence of the brotherhood of their relatives in the
village. For this reason alone they have to placate their
brothers and relatives because they might need their
evidence at any difficult occasion. Can there be any more
horrid circumstances wherein a person feels he does not
own the ceiling under which he lives. I had tried hard
for a soldier of mine whose cousin brothers threw him,
his family and his household goods out of his house at
KLASHNIKOV POINT in village Chawinda. He could
not prove his ownership because all his brotherhood
in the village gave evidence in favor of his defaulting
cousins. The poor soldier followed up his case right
up but lost it in the Supreme Court. This incident
should be an eye opener for those gentlemen who keep
complaining that during the elections the village folk
vote for their brotherhood and DHARRHAS(groups).
8. I am constrained to cite another incident to give a
picture of the malaise that the village folk are afflicted
with. All the govts that have been coming have been
behaving as if they owe no responsibility to provide
succor to the village folk. In the third week of
November 2013 Mr Rauf Klassera on the Dunya TV
channel revealed that s 40% of the people of LAIYYAH
district in a belt along the Indus river line are suffering
from HAPITITIS CEE. He was raising an alarm that
the govt of Punjab must take emergency measures
and do something about it. I wrote to him an e mail
wherein I cautioned him that he should not consider
it as restricted to those 40% affectees only and added
for him that we might one day start seeing it spreading
throughout the country. The reasons are that because
of the worst economic conditions that the village folk
are facing, there has been a terrible break down in the
social fabric in the village scene. There was a time
when the village folk accorded respect and honor to the
women of the village. The village women would go out
into the fields for toilet purposes two times a day and
would feel secure while doing that. But not anymore,
as the breakdown of the social fabric has been going
on. It has now become a way of life to create toilets at
home with the dirty water collecting into the gutters.
These gutters are generally made indifferently and most
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oftenly their construction of the same is not of a high
quality. In the case of Laiyya district the soil is of sandy
loam and the water table along the river line may be
high. The filthy water from such indifferent gutters may
perculate down and mix with the drinking water. Such
gutter systems are spread out into the villages all over
Pakistan. It is only a matter of time when we might
have to confront a catastrophy of this kind over a very
large area in our country. I don’t know as to whether
Mr Rauf Klassera and his team took any notice of it or
not but I am bidding my time upon having informed an
important TV channel.
9. All such catastrophes are lingering like the Sword
of Damocles over our heads. It depends on us how
many we wish to discover until something befalls
while we are complacent. People’s Party has been
coming to power with the slogan of ROTI KAPRRAH
AUR MAKAAN(bread clothing and house).Every one
now knows how much of bread did they snatch away
from the people and particularly from the farmers and
peasants. We can forget the fiery talks of their corruption
in their five year rule just concluded, as propaganda;
as nothing has materialized as yet in the courts. The
PPP failed to understand as to how these three things
could have been provided. In fact in their repeated rule
a large majority of the farmers and peasants have been
voting for them but it is dismaying to note that during
their rule the bread grower has been suffering because
of lack of bread.
MEHNAT NA GAR BARASS DIN
KARTA KISSAN BECHAARA
MOHTAAJ ROATIYON KO
PHIRTA JAHAAN SAARA
10. Tehreek I Insaaf launched its struggle on the
manifesto of a change. Imran Khan mentioned the
farmers as a passing reference only. He failed to pick
up the point that injustice to 11.7 crores of farmers and
peasants had been going on for the last fifty years. If he
had understood such a critical issue he could have turned
the tables on all other parties. Bad for him, the head
of his Think Tank Dr, Alvi threw away my article on
the GOVT WHEAT SUPPORT PRICE MECHANISM
into some dust bin. He missed the train in Punjab and
Sindh.
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11. The Aashiaana housing schemes, the motorways,
the lap tops, the yellow cabs and the metro busses have
eaten up billions of rupees. These projects commence
to give off stench of huge commissions. The bigger
the project, bigger the commission. It would have just
required an injection of thirty billion rupees to build the
capacity of the farmers by providing wheat growing inputs at discounted rates and there would have been an
economic turn round. The farmers could have moved
out of the poverty and also the miracle figure of 28
billion dollars would have accrued to the govt. As a start
we could have begun this adventure by earning about 7
to 10 billion dollars in the beginning and we could have
gradually expanded it further. PML-N is the greatest
defaulter in lack of understanding on how easily we
could have psychologically fired up the enthusiasm of
the farmers to not only to get out of their ongoing abject
poverty but also prove helpful in our national economy
to take a great leap forward and form out into a dynamic
economy instead of the ever widening begging bowl.
They have ruled Punjab for twenty years now. Punjab
was the bread basket of entire India before partition.
Sitting on a gold mine Punjab has the potential to turn
a new leaf, yet they make policies to seek financial aid
from powerful countries. Their greatest effort s are to
chisel out such investment policies that do not benefit
the farmers. Bullet trains, railway infra structure from
Gawadar to Kashmir and Kashghar will not help to
reduce poverty.
12. In that snap press conference of the PM immediately
after his meeting with Mr Obama, the PM reiterated
that all those above mentioned structures will be made
despite the malicious propaganda that 4.5 billion rupees
were eaten away from the M-2 motorway. That is the
point, big projects give off stench of huge commissions.
To suppress such stench continuous efforts are required
at justifications. An injection of thirty billion rupees
into helping the farmers is a very promising project and
it has the potentials of opening up great vistas on the
economic horizons. From the nature of the project and
its dimensions in helping the farmers, the filthy stench
of commissions is not likely to ensue.
13. People are now fed up. They feel themselves nose
deep into an ocean of despair. The educated people, the
salaried classes: the men of wisdom and understanding
seem to be getting frustrated and restive. They seem to
be suffering from splitting headaches and very mercurial

blood pressures. They exchange worrisome notes and
fire off salvoes of patriotism on the internet. They all
look like hitting out in a blind alley. In the democratic
order the shots have to be called by the politicians.
They can neither create or gain nor maintain any
mass movement. They keep commiserating about the
political games that the politicians keep playing. Doing
politics is their profession and they are not obliged to
serve the people. If they had been doing some service
to the society so much of hunger prevailing would not
have been there: the economy would not have been in
that kind of a paralysis.
14. It is a paradox to see the consistent anguish of the
educated classes and their abilities seemingly going
waste. It is well understood that the men of wisdom
and understanding find themselves helpless to block
the deceitful ways of the leaders. Incredible though it
may seem there was not a better time in our history
for the men of knowledge and logic to come down to
the grass root level and lead the poor masses of our
country. Deep inside their hearts the masses of Pakistan
are fed up with the speeches and mass meetings by their
leaders before elections, their promises therein and
completely forgetting the same on coming to power. It
has now come to light that the masses are anxious to
look in the direction of a leader who really performs to
ameliorate their poverty. With so much of knowledge
and understanding: wisdom and insight, the educated
classes can form an organization to commence helping
the poor masses in the solution of their problems.
The worrisome and painstaking flow of intellect may
continue but it must commence taking a concrete shape
to build an infra structure to think of ways to help the
poor people to get out of their poverty. Their helpful
intentions can be mobilized to strengthen the poor
people to resist the apathy of those few ruling families.
15. The problem with the educated classes is that they
do not wish to give an ugly impression of their implicit
political ambitions exposed. What is the harm in that? If
the people respond to one’s wisdom one may go on. Any
shyness on that score should now be out of place as the
masses have suffered badly owing to the machinations
of these few ruling families. It is now time to give a
lot of energy and time to any programme which can
help in the amelioration of such horrid poverty among
our poor people. They all should get down to working
on it in their constituencies. It is true that a lot of them
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do not entertain any political aspirations because they
think politics is a dirty job. My appeal to them would
be that; is it a clean job to let the poor masses at the
hands of the vultures who are making dirty money out
of such a dirty job? It is happening so because we the
so called clean people have kept out of the way of those
dirty people doing the dirty job and making tons of
dirty money.

peas have increased by 600 times, cauliflower(ghobi)
has increased by 600 times and garlic has increased by
1200 times. These are the gaping holes in our economic
and social fabric. If the educated classes move out
and reach out to the farmers to guide them, and better
still work alongside them, that will be a promise of a
great silver lining for our farmers particularly, and for
combating the malaise in our society in general.

16. As we see these democratic minded ruling elite
have now turned into ruling dynasties. Their properties,
estates and symbols of wealth have been growing
astronomically while the poor masses are sinking
deeper into holes and ghettos(a Punjabi adage could
have described such a situation better)Even if these
ruling dynasties eat away all the wealth , yet they will
not be able to eat away the entire Pakistan. Pakistan
lives in the hearts of the poor masses of Pakistan. There
will be gaping holes which the educated people can
endeavor to fill with their logic and wisdom.

19. I have made a resolution to devote my remaining
healthy life to advise and help the farmers to rediscover
their potential and rise from their abject poverty. That
will not only be a happy tiding for those 11.7 crores
of farmers and peasants but also will help us to offset
the PARALYSIS IN OUR NATIONAL ECONOMY,
that has been prevailing in the last many years. In this
resolution I have decided that I shall not take part in
any elections. The purpose is to advise and help. Any
volunteers to join me are very welcomed. God Almighty
blesses the efforts of a nation who may have decided to
help themselves,

17. At this stage I shall draw the attention of the
readers to my question to some of the farmers, “Why
do you grow wheat when you don’t find any profit in
it”. Since the last many years I have been telling my
friends, relatives and farmers known to me, the same
thing. Some of them got convinced. This year in April
2013, one out of them loaded a tractor trolley of Lady
Fingers and took it to the vegetable market. At that time
the retail price was Rs220/ per kg. He was told by the
vegetable auction boy to off-load his trolley at a price
equal to Rs 25/ per kg. My friend, the cultivator of the
lady fingers and I were both shaken through the bones.
I reflected deeply for many days and got the answer
to my question to the farmers who are still harvesting
wheat despite the fact that they do not find any profit
in it. The answer lay in the fact that upon the farmer
becoming so impelled to give up wheat and harvest
vegetables now place themselves at the mercy of the
middle men of those vegetable markets and meet that
disappointment.
18. In my view there is still great hope for the farmers,
when the prices of commodities have increased from
600 to 700 times while in the same period the price of
wheat has increased only by 84 times. However there are
some commodities which have increased at 600 to 1200
times and the same are within the reach of the farmers.
The price of tomato has increased 694 times, carrot has
increased by 600 times, milk has increased 750 times,
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GOD HELPS THOSE WHO WORK HARD TO HELP
THEMSELVES.

2020 “Yahoos and Houyhnhnms”!
According to Gulliver Swift’s
Spokesman Gulliver in his Travels
Houyhnhnms --- Horses
Are wiser than Yahoos --Inferior human beings
Dr. R M Ikram Azam
Because of their Natures’ Laws’
Horse Sense
Sensibly set on their survival instinct --But deviant humans
Stray from their conscientious human nature
Into their conniving `common sense’
Which is really an nonsense:
Is that the core cause
Of the current curse of the CV?
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KHAIR-UDIN BARBAROSSA
Muslim History has provided the
most vibrant roots for knowledge
and research, however later due to
disunity among the Muslims and
Western propaganda many of the
Muslim achievements including the
astronomical, medical, scientific,
mathematical, legal, religious and Dr. Hassan Y. Malik
explorative were dedicated to Westerns or were marred.
In modern history where Hugo Gortius is remembered
only for his book ‘Mare Liberum’ the great Muslim
explorers like Ibn Battuta and Zheng He have been
ignored or tainted. Where the Western historian have
projected the colonist like Christopher Columbus as
an explorer of America have also tried to project the
great Mediterranean Sea Loin as a sea pirate even in
cartoons, however the western historian have been kind
enough to show there magnanimity by awarding a title
of King; The Pirate King. Unfortunately the influence
of Western Media is so effective that even during the
celebration of seafarers’ days recently on 25 Jun 2020
none of Pakistani electronic or print media highlighted
the achievements of the Great Khari-Udin Barbarossa.
Khizar had three brothers Ishaq, who the eldest, stayed
in home town and looked after the finances of domestic
business. Other two became seamen and engaged
themselves in maritime affairs and global sea trade.
The first brother to adopt seamanship was called as
Oruç, who was later joined by his brother Ilyas. After
obtaining his own ship, Khizar Oghlu also started his
career as seafarer. The brothers began to work as sailors,
however later they strived in the Mediterranean Sea to
counteract the piracy by the Knights from Hospitaller
who were based on the Rhodes Island. Oruç and Ilyas
operated in the Levant area between Anatolia, Syria,
and Egypt. Khizr operated in the Aegean Sea and based
his operations mostly in Thessaloniki Port.
Khizar Oghlu; later famed among the Spanish Muslims
and Italians as Baba Orusa (red bearded) was born in
1478 at an Island called at Lesbo in Turkish Empire.
In 1492 once Muslims were beaten back in Spain and
were trying to flee the Spanish cruelties. It was Baba
Orusa who not only fought against the brutalities but
also brought them to safety in North Africa across the
Mediterranean Sea. In his admiralty he dominated the
Mediterranean Sea from 1504 to till his death in1546. He

had influence in entire Europe including France, Spain,
Portugal and Finland in North. He was so professional
and influential that in famous and one of the greatest
ship battles at Perveza in 1538 he defeated the combined
Christian fleet consisting of 600 ships; including 140
Gun ships and 60,000 sailors under the command of
Admiral Andrea Doria. The great Barbarossa adopted a
professional and a risky approach and divided his 122
ships and 16,000 men in two portions. Making use of
wind direction he not only remained out of the reach of
enemy guns but was also able to bomb more efficiently
and effectively. His sailors fought so vigorously that
Barbarossa the Great secured the victory over five time
bigger force in just five hours.

He had domineered Mediterranean Sea in such a manner
that Ottoman continued to dominate the Mediterranean
Sea even after three centuries of his death. Ottomans
had such an effective control over the Mediterranean
Sea that in order to have navigational securities United
States President Joy Moris signed “Treaty of Commerce
and Navigation” with Turkish Sultan Emir Aali Pasha
on 25 Feb 1862 which was ratified on Jun 5, 1862.

Dr. Hassan Y Malik is Ph.D in International Relations.
He is:
Fellow Research Member with Charted Institute of
Logistics and Transportation (UK), Fellow Research
Member with Pakistan Navy War Collage, Fellow
Research Member with Environ Monitor,
Fellow Research Member with National Foundation
for Environment Education & Research and Research
Member with Research Gate.
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CONVERSATIONAL
IMPRUDENCES
Introduction
Speaking and listening are, perhaps, the
two top most important faculties blessed
to human beings. Of course, first one distinguishes
humans from all other known species. Most people
think that to become a good communicator they have
to focus on becoming great speakers. Often, we listen
to the words being said without truly grasping the
meaning behind them. This is usually because we’re
focused on our own internal dialogue rather than what
the speaker is actually saying. Sometimes we don’t pay
attention because we’re daydreaming while someone is
talking. We all have so much on our plates that it can
be difficult to quiet our minds long enough to really
listen to someone. Or we may have a pre-conceived bias
against either the speaker or the topic that shuts our ears
to what’s being said. Or we, as listener, consider the
speaker knowing lesser than ourselves; thus shutting
our own listening window. Listening patiently to
one another can build relationships, foster learning,
encourage respect, facilitate conflict resolution and
promote open-mindedness.
Generally, we tend to believe that self-clarification
will only be possible if we ourselves actually talk.
But something far more interesting and redemptive is
‘listening to other people’. It is common observation
these days that we are becoming more and more selfcentric in all walks of life, including the realm of
verbal conversation. People are getting into the habit of
displaying bad mannerism, to the extent of becoming
insolent during private conversations, meetings and
discussions. Some of these conversational insolences
are:
a. Impatience. People are not willing to listen others
patiently; especially if we are in some disagreement
to the speaker. This is the most oft-repeated
insolence that is seen in our day-to-day private
conversations. We do not allow the other person to
complete his argument. We run extremely short of
patience and interrupt prematurely. This not only
results a bad taste but also diverts the discussion to
some other direction; leaving the original topic in
between.
b. Disrespect. We are not willing to grant the right
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of disagreement
to others. In
replying to any
disag reement,
we usually end
up disrespecting
Air Cdre (R)
the other person by saying ‘You
Zafar
Iqbal Mir
are wrong’ or ‘It is not like this’
etc. One could use respectful phrases like – ‘I beg
to differ here’ or ‘If I may add another view’ etc. We
rarely say “you may be right”. There is no need to
say or prove that other person is wrong.
c. Placing Self at Higher Potential. Sometimes, we
place ourselves at higher potential with respect to
the person who is speaking on a topic. It may be
even true or a just a misnomer. Whatever the reason,
it shuts our listening window to the other person
and we lose attention to what he is saying. We need
to know that like energy, communication can’t flow
from lower to higher potential. If, as listener, we
place ourselves at lower potential with respect to
the speaker, it will help us in keeping our attention
and learning something from the speaker.
d. Speaking at Length. Another insolence that we
observe is that when we take (or even snatch) our
turn to speak, we speak superfluously long thus
giving less time to others. Even while asking any
question from the speaker, some people end up
narrating stories and our own opinions.
e. Battle to Win the Argument. We want to win the
argument at all cost. We feel that the only way of
winning the argument is by loudness, aggressiveness
and force. We tend to speak with full authority;
without leaving any room for being wrong also. We
forget that argument can also be won by its logic.
Humbleness is missing in our dialogue.
All it indicates is poor conversation mannerism. There
is a need to be humble in our conversation and display
good manners by listening others patiently. Let’s
listen others also. We should avoid being forceful and
authoritative in our conversation. Let’s grant others
also the right to disagree and to be right. Let’s accept
dissent to our views. Remember ‘Learning is through
Listening’. One can learn more from listening rather
than speaking. If one talks more and listens less; one is
likely to remain at a plateau of learning.
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BUILDING RESILIENCE
When you hear the word, it sounds
pretty complicated and I mean- I
agree. Who is to deal with all the
i’s, e’s and s in the same word?
Resilience. A whole of two i’s,
three e’s, one c and one s. Difficult,
huff.

Ms. Noor ul Huda Khan

But isn’t life worse? Isn’t life
tougher? Isn’t the problem you faced yesterday, last
week, a month ago or are maybe even facing right now
much more difficult than a word that oozes out that
parsel-tongue of yours?
And maybe, if you look deeply into the word itself, you
might realize that the word says the exact same thing.
So what really is it? Let’s discuss.
What Resilience means?
RESILIENCE - break it apart a little and you will find
something funny, it almost resonates to RE-SILENCE
(just omit a single i though). Re-silence, as the world
itself says, asks one to silence themselves on a matter
like they were before it happened. And that, dear readers,
brings me to the definition of the real word at hand itself.
Resilience according the World Wide Web stands for
the ‘capacity to recover quickly from difficulties’ which
means to bear with things and problems in your life and
move on from them characteristically. In simple words,
it’s basically being patient with loads more courage
than usual with an add-on of leaving that thing behind
you.
I know, it sounds pretty heartless but I mean, it’s not
exactly a wrong thing. What is one going to get anyway
from sticking to something that has happened and is
already mourned about anyways? And for a fact, I
understand that in today’s world nearly all of us suffer
from mental health problems that instead force us to
actually dwell on things than letting go of them. Being
resilient is just going to add on to all the inner turmoil
and daily depression and increase those already frequent
anxiety attacks. That brings me to my next FAQ.
Understanding Resilience and How it helps?
Resilience is not your ordinary word, alright? It’s a
complicated word with an even tougher meaning and a
worse adaptation. As I mentioned earlier that for people
who suffer from mental health problems, this is going

to be a lot worse, let me cover why.
When you’re being resilient, you’re automatically
being a rebel to your mental health issues. It’s like
you’re defying the principles that Grandfather
Depression has carried on ever since his ancestor
Great-Great Grandfather Stress passed them on to him
or you’re letting down your Mother Anxiety and Father
Overthinking by not getting the grades that would
get you in the first three ranks of class that year. It’s
problematic but that is EXACTLY why it helps.
Just take a general bad situation as an example.
Let’s suppose a loved one passed away, who is the
one controlling your sadness and pain? It is all your
negative and wrong thoughts. It is all the memories
in your head that chant at you ‘Why did this have to
happen to me?’ and you drown deep into your own pool
of misery and loath life. But then resilience comes in,
actually you being resilient comes in. You realize that
it happening was something you had no control over
but even better, it has happened and you cannot change
it. So you decide to always remember what it taught
you and move on from it. A few months later, you’re
smiling at their picture with the hope that wherever
they are they would be happy.
Now after I detailed that scenario up there, I am sure a
lot of you are already sure as to how resilience helps.
Resilience is not just a fancy word for ‘moving on’, it
challenges your inner mayhems to die down and your
vivacity to peak up. It will force you to not only leave
your yesterday behind but learn from it and apply it on
to a better tomorrow. Being resilient is not an idea, it’s
an ideology; A principle that, if adopted, will coerce
you into surviving this life with a smile on your face
even if your soul has been through numerous wars.
I know I soun like some militant encouraging his/
her force to be ready for a bloody war but that is
what Resilience is. When I say the word is tough to
understand, it is no joke. Many people don’t understand,
they think building resilience is like moving on from a
boy that dumped you even though you knew the two
of you weren’t compatible. No. But then how does
one really build resilience? That brings us to the main
reason I am writing this whole prose on a word.
HOW CAN ONE BUILD RESILIENCE?
Okay. So first off, let me tell you beforehand that
building resilience is not based on an article you read off
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the internet that gave you tips on how to do it. Building
resilience or becoming resilient solely depends on a
person’s inner being. It depends on how much a person
can do or is willing to do. The recommendations that
are going to be suggested up ahead are just ways for
people who want to cope with their dilemmas and be
stronger in the face of their difficulties. Resilience, in
some is an in-built trait but it is not something that
cannot be developed. Certain self-taught mechanisms
can definitely help! LET’S DO THIS!
Never and I mean, NEVER shut yourself up or away
from others. No matter what the situation is, how bad
you are acting or how much the problem at hand affects
you, don’t ever isolate yourself from others. Always
have a few people whom you can trust and have around
or talk to. And for the ones who don’t have anyone even
when not in crisis, build more friends and relationships
then. Shutting yourself up from the world or going into
hibernation is never a solution. Not only does it ruin
your at-hand relations, it also further aggravates the fact
that you’re lonely and pulls you deeper in the sadness.
However, when you’re around people, a sense of
companionship envelops you, you have people to
divert you from your problems and that way you
find yourself slightly better if not entirely relieved of
your tensions.
Set your thoughts to a constant mood of letting go of
things that affect you adversely. If you’ve read about
the ‘Law of Attraction’, you would be very much clear
about what I mean. Your mindset and your thinking
really determines the kind of feelings you’ll have and,
the kind of feelings you’ll have will in turn affect the
kind of actions you’ll take. So you see your thinking
really is the start of the chain all the way down to what
you will end up doing. Think about things in a way
that they are easy, everything is easy. When things are
easy, they are easy to end. That way you will be able
to encompass most of your suffering with the single
feeling in your heart that it will end. That feeling will
derive you to be normal about it and not dwell on it
because you believe that eventually it will leave,
ultimately making you immune to the suffering of the
problem.
Be optimistic. About everything and anything. When
you see the light shining through the deepest pit of the
tunnel do you truly realize that no hope is ever lost.
That is exactly why looking at the positive side of all
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things is going to help you understand that whatever
happened probably happened for the best. That will
help you ease into the idea that it was not a bad thing
and even if you do dwell on it, it will be in a good
way that will ironically, prevent you from stressing or
being tensed over it which means you’ve automatically
moved on from the bad part of it. Hence, Resilience
accomplished!
Be productive and be very good at that. When you’re
around things that make you feel meaningful or full
of purpose, you’re ultimately drawn to do more of
them. Human nature automatically is attracted to
doing things that makes it feel useful. Make a journal,
jot down to-do lists and daily tick off tasks and parts
that you accomplish. This not only develops a sense of
accomplishment in one but also urges them to do more
of it in turn making them realize that there are more
things in life to look forward to and get done than look
back at. This naturally builds that resilient trait in one.
Learn. Learn and LEARN. Learn from anything and
everything. Find the smallest of things like the wind
passing by or the breath you’ve just exhaled and feel
inspired. You don’t need an idol or a specific motive to
feel encouraged or go forward in life. Even the simple
act of feeling humbled by someone passing a smile
to you is enough. You might think this is a character
building attitude rather a resilience building one but in
reality, this certain attitude of yours will prepare you
to learn from your past or your troubles and help you
address your life ahead with a more positive attitude.
Changes are a part of life, always accept that! Whether
it is the fact that slowly you and your best friend are
growing apart due to your busy work lives or the fact
that you have to quit from your very long-term job.
Always be accepting of it. Life is supposed to be a
rollercoaster of one crest and one trough, and you
ultimately have to experience them all. Remember
that and embrace it. Changes are unstoppable, getting
accustomed to them may it be small will only help
you when some big difference occurs in your life. You
will be able to manage it better and that will help you
overcome it easily.
Be your self-service when it comes to managing your
emotions or questioning what you feel. Asking yourself
‘How do I feel?’ ‘Do I like this?’ Or ‘How to get over
this?’ every once in a while will bring you no harm.
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It will instead foster the idea of self-growth within
you, nurture you to be more accepting of your feelings
and problems equally. Once you show acceptance
towards what you feel and how it affects you, you will
automatically find a way to get the control in your life
back. And once that control is back, you will find it
easier to tackle situations that make you feel trapped.
Always be hopeful and believing. A lot of people don’t
believe in God whereas a lot of people believe in a lot
of Gods but all of us believe in something. Strengthen
that belief, may it be in your Lord or in the fact that
somewhere something out there is the driving force of
this world. This will help you remember that there’s
always someone you can hope from, always something
you can be hopeful about. And being hopeful helps. A
LOT! Being hopeful is like knowing that there is a light
at the end of that pitch black tunnel and it will appear
anytime. This simple belief embodied within you will
not only protect you from the darkness of the tunnel
but will motivate you to crawl all the way to the end
to find the light. It will keep your nucleus away from
the negatively-charged electrons but will also help you
harness the energy that you require to drive your nucleus
with all its positive and neutral particles and keep those
negatively-charged electrons, a good distance away.
You might even end up building your own new element
in the end, you never know!
Lastly, if none of the above mentioned tricks work
out and all the spiritual Yoda within you has burned
out in flames but you still want to build this super
expensive trait within you or the problems in your life
are overbearing then get some professional help. It’s
always so much better to get trained help then trying
out random things on your own since they will guide
you better to what is suitable for you and your health.
But if you cannot avail professional help, don’t give
up on your struggle of becoming a better person.
Giving up is never the option. Fight until the last of
your breaths give up on you but never give up on your
struggle. Taking breaks is fine, good, perfect but always
return back stronger than before. Remember that each
and every struggle of yours defines you and prepares
you for a better tomorrow.

strong enough to accept things as they happen. You’re
not self-absorbed or ignorant, you’re simply someone
who embraces today as it comes and looks forward to
tomorrow, ready for what is to come. The correct word
for it is Resilience.
Yes, the same difficult word that we were fretting over in
the beginning of this long, self-proclaimed monologue
but have ended up fighting for by the end.
Peace.

Gulliver In Corona Land!
After all my wonderful travels
In my Lilliput Utopia
My travel-lust has landed me
In centuries beyond my terrific time
Into this eerie 2020 Dystopia:
For what crime or sin?
Travel-gluttony?
Alas I forgot that
Curiosity kills the cat
And over-confidence
The cocky pilot and rash driver!

Dr. R M Ikram Azam

I cannot even escape to Heaven
Because the only way there is
Either fantasy
Which has now been disabled by the Cussed CV --Or Death by it!.....
O no!
Certainly not!.....
I must put on my
Creativity Cap
To invent a scientific Antidote to the CV!
Or would a Spiritual one will work better?
Perhaps the synergy of both!.....

Ending this here, I would like to remind you one
thing for both, the ones who are resilient and the ones
who want to. Being resilient does not mean that one
is hard-hearted or cold, it means that your heart is
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LETTER TO
EDITOR

A gift

July 14th, 2020
LOC Violations

Starting my poem with number
one

Ms. Aiza Jahanzeb

I’d like to tell every one
I am on an endless run
To have amazing fun
Moving onto number two
First of all I love you too
Like this beautiful sky blue
All of this is true
Then comes the number three
I am climbing a tall tree
I hope you do agree
The gift on top of that tree is a

Perfect Grandfather
Ms. Aiza Jahanzeb is a student of 10th grade at Army Public School.
Her subject of interest is Biology.

DISCLAIMER

The Forum takes no responsibility of the data
or the information provided by the author. The
opinion on any issue is that of the writer and
not of the TFP.
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Col. Riaz Jafri (Retd)

Every second day the Indian
High Commissioner or his
deputy is summoned by the
Foreign Office to be served
with a strong protest for firing
across the LOC and killing
innocent civilians on our
side. The High Commissioner
drives down to the Foreign
office from his embassy in an
impressive black limo flying
Indian flag in full view of
the public. As it happens too
frequently, the car carrying
the HC could be marked and
someone who has lost his near
and dear ones in the firing
from across could blow up the
car.
I would, therefore, suggest that
the Indian High Commission
be allotted a suite with a
kitchenette in the Foreign
Office to accommodate him
or his deputy there to keep
receiving the protest and pass
on its contents to his High
Commission on WhatsApp of
their mobile. Who knows it
could save the life of the Indian
HC or his Deputy and spare
Pakistan the embarrassment
in the diplomatic circles.
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Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

Updated on 29th Jul 20
Ser Contributors

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

BBF - 2019

Total
314,783
528,000

1.

Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari

528,000

2.

ACM Kaleem Saadat

3.

Col Manzoor Bakhshi

4.

Brig Hasan Nazir Malik (Late)

5.

Mr. Ahmed Ali

6.

Bakhtiar/Mrs. Aneesa Bakhtiar

2,880

7.

Col Nasir

1,920

8.

Gen Javeed Iqbal

19,200

19,200

9.

Admiral I A Sirohey

28,800

28,800

10.

Brig Tassadiq Hussain Shah

15,360

15,360

40,320

40,320
6,720

6,720

19,200

19,200

1,920

960
3,840

1,920

11.

Brig Javed Iqbal

9,600

12.

Dr. Tahir

4,800

13.

Dr. Sami Ullah Malik, Writers

14.

Mr. Afsar Aman, Writers

15.

Maj, Muhammad Ashraf, 7th Grd
Total

568,320

27,840

4,800
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1,920

1,920

960

960

11,040

9,600
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THE 5 FUNDAMENTALS OF EFFECTIVE LISTENING
General. The Communication Skills. A subject learnt and taught for many many years.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Attending to Nonverbal Behaviors
Asking Questions
Reflecting Feelings
Paraphrasing
Summarizing

Asking Questions
2. The best leaders ask questions – lots of
them. But not all questions are created equal
and different types of questions serve different purposes. Open-ended questions encourage
the speaker to share more information and go
deeper in the conversation. Clarifying questions
help you understand the full context of what is
being shared whereas prompting questions
encourage the speaker to reﬂect deeper on
their own thoughts.
Close-ended questions allow you to limit the
conversation or ﬁnd out speciﬁc information,
and leading questions allow you to bring the
conversation to a close.

Bakhtiar

Attending to Nonverbal Behaviors
1. Your nonverbal behaviors tell the speaker you
are either interested and comprehending what is
being said or you are disinterested and would
rather be somewhere else.
Are you smiling and nodding in understanding or
are you yawning, scowling, or staring the person
down? Is your body position leaning in to the
conversation to show you are engaged or are you
leaning back with your arms folded indicating
you‛re feeling defensive? Body language should
communicate “Go ahead, I care, I‛m listening.”

Reﬂecting Feelings
3. Reﬂecting feelings is the skill of capturing the
speaker‛s feelings and restating them in nonjudgmental terms. It demonstrates to the speaker
that you are aware of the emotion behind the
content of what is being shared. Using phrases
such as “It sounds like you‛re really ______”
(frustrated, angry, sad, etc.) or “I can sense your
______ (apprehension, anxiety, pride, etc.)”

Paraphrasing
4. Paraphrasing demonstrates that you heard and
understand what was being shared. The basics of
paraphrasing include restating key words or phrases,
following the speaker‛s sequence, listening to understand, and showing empathy. You don‛t want to robotically repeat what the speaker said verbatim, twist the
speaker‛s words, or prejudge the situation

Summarizing
5. Summarizing is the skill of being able to
concisely recap what the speaker said over a
longer period of time. The exact words aren‛t as
important as capturing the key ideas, feelings, or
action items that were shared. It can help to
take notes, summarize periodically throughout
the conversation, and to follow the order and
sequence of information shared by the speaker.
You can add your own conclusions to the summary.

HOW TO LISTEN?
a. The ability to listen and enjoying listening is a key
part of a beautiful mind.
b. A good listener pays attention and seeks to get
maximum value from what is being said.
c. Listening is not waiting impatiently for your turn
to speak.
d. Look for a new point of view and be enriched.

e. You may realize there are alternate perceptions;
much different than yours.
f. You may learn how people apply values, far
different than you do.
g. Make note of the words used and especially
adjectives which indicate feelings.
h. Make a habit of repeating back to speaker, what
you have understood.
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