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Question
Sure, a question can be a wonderful start point. To reckon and realize the significance
and scope of the concept, ‘Question’; one may widen the foci by adding alternatives
and synonyms like; query, inquiry, exploration and search.

Bakhtiar

Questions could be of three types. And it could be a very interesting study to see the relationship of
the types of questions asked, by the people and their quality of life with reference to the ‘growth’ and
the time they have spent. Are you growing with the passage of every day? How much are you aware
of what you did not know or how much wrong you were, by the end of last evening or last week.
Isn’t it important to know what one has learnt in last ten days, or what is on cards to learn tomorrow?
It would not be possible without a question.
The three types of questions and the description of enquirers are, as follows:
a. One. What one Heard or Listened to. In order to fully comprehend what one heard
from a speaker or read from a page; questions should follow, sooner than later. A few
listeners and readers ask questions before proceeding forward. The usual question
is, for instance: 		

‘Can you please repeat? I could not follow you after……. or what word did you
use….?’

However, majority of those who do not ask or were never trained or did not learn the value
of question, when found wrong, or heading in a wrong direction, based on what they read or
listened, were always found blaming, the speaker or the writer. Outside the domain of studentteacher relationship the percentage of those who ask this type of question, vary between fourteen
and twenty or twenty-two.
b. Two. Whatever one Understood, (the Literal meanings, the Implied meanings and,
or the Connotation); was it right? Critical minds, or objective thinkers and people
who seek to be clear minded than they were in previous hour or the day, do raise
these type of questions. Usual form of these questions are:
		 ‘If I have understood you correctly, you said, “.… .. (Repeating the question. A
very good example is public address by Dr. Zakir Naik, of India.) or you want us to buy/stop
using/read/move/ vote for…. ?”
Such people do not want to walk away with poor, weak or partial understanding; lest they consider
whatever they gathered in first instance was right. Such personalities keep growing with the
passage of time. They do not get old, redundant or wither away. For example, people beyond
formal learning i.e., post-grad students, research scholars and those holding specific to research
designations. The number of such enquirers may vary from eight to twelve percent.
Continued p. 39
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Editor’s Note

My dear reader how are you. 		
May this Issue of Better Morrow,
bring you promise and reinforces
your resolve and struggle for a better
tomorrow; as society and as a nation.
Live on this day to effect a change.

Bakhtiar

The period under review, was a sort of turmoil, both
at the global and national level; on many accounts.
Pandemic is playing havoc in India, especially. Death
toll has crossed 344,000! Round about 4k people are
dying every day. Southern and eastern India are worst
hit. Third wave is tapering off in Pakistan. Hopefully
this would be the last wave. Active cases are down to
48.9k from as high as 90k. Fresh cases are down to
3.8% per-day from 11%. Recovery rate has improved
from 68% to 92%. The best part of the campaign is fast
improving rate of daily vaccination. A few weeks ago,
we were far lagging behind in vaccination among the
countries of the region. Pakistan has now vaccinated
over 7.9Mn. NCOC, is fully determined to vaccinate
70Mn of the population by the end of this year. All, all
must make all-out efforts, with focus on vaccination to
fight back and defeat the Pandemic.
Three topics remained of special focus by our learned
scholars and writers. These were, Palestine, Afghanistan,
Pak-US relations and the exit of later from Afghanistan.
Three more topics have been debated in this Issue;
German Diplo-Economic … Pakistan, Internal politics
and CPEC. One important futuristic niche has been
discussed by Ms. Zainab. It is my pleasure to present
this Issue No.64, as a very rich Issue, in all senses of
the word.
Palestine; has been a burning issue of human rights of
equality, to own and of self-determination since 1948.
This was last week of Ramazan when Israel started
bombing innocent civilians and their offices, schools
and hospitals. Study,
by Dr. Samiullah from
London,
by Col Hamid, and
, by
Mr. Haroon. In addition, a pictorial feature comprising
some sixty pictures and illustrations has been planned
to add to the pages of BM. Find first 16 pictures and
clips in this Issue. May it help to learn, revive and to
keep our struggle for free Palestine alive. Here it is the
History of Jerusalem from 1187 ce onwards (pp.7-32).
Afghanistan. Study Biden’s Initiative in SA …by Gen
Beg, Beyond Hubris by Lt Gen Asad,
by
Lt Gen Lodhi. This subject has also been discussed by

Brig Asif in his Message from the Desk of Chairman.
Gen Beg has discussed China, Afghanistan and India;
in the SA region, separately in his brief and very
comprehensive and precise article. See how organized
and unified are Taliban comprising three combat zones,
under supreme command of Mullah Haibtuallh. They
hold sway over eighty percent of Afghanistan. Wish
Americans had learnt from history and had added
‘Kabul in No-go area’; as FM Montgomery said,
“Don’t march on Moscow.” They also could not benefit
from what Khan of Kalat told Viceroy in India, “…..
how will you get out of there” when the later bragged
to have entered Kabul. See what Lt Gen Lodhi has to
advise. Let US exit peacefully; and more important
would be to let Afghan, decide for themselves who
rules and them and by which form of govt. We should
seek peace; peace in the region and the best discourse is
non-interference in the internal matters of your friends.
Pak-US relations. It has been a topic of immense
importance for thinkers, off and on. I can recall Deja’
vu written by ACM Kaleem Saadat. These relations has
never followed a principled path, but opportunism; if I
do not use the term betrayals. The last para suggest the
way forward with lot of insight and prudence. CPEC.
Maj Gen Inam has expressed his expert analysis of
eight core areas of the whole architect. Study each and
every phrase and line; none can be replaced or deleted;
it is so very concise and precise. Dr. Hasan writes on
German economic and diplomatic relations. CPEC has
a promising future for the two countries to mutually
benefit once again. German factor can play a great
balancing role in the region; otherwise marred by US
hubris, ever-shifting priorities and Indian animosity.
My dear student Zainab, the young entrepreneur writes
about role of tourism in promoting local industry. There
is more to read, and enjoy. Please study Question.
May you be already in the habit of listening, reading
carefully, not living in doubts, confusion, misplaced,
erratic understanding and even convictions. Let age not
to impede your growth.
yes, it appears to be
a dream; it can turn into reality. Let us focus on our
superior identity.
I will request Dr. Samiullah Malik to invite all his
friends in UK, Canada and USA who receive BM
to give feedback to the Editor. It will be pleasure to
publish them.
May you stay safe. Stay blessed.
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
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The period under review has
seen upheavals at the global,
regional and domestic levels. At
the global level, much against the
expectations of a thaw between the
US under Joe Biden and ChinaRussia strained relations, ego and
arrogance have come in the way Brig Asif Haroon Raja
of the change. The US rightly considers China to be
the chief threat to its global monopoly since China’s
rise has brought about a ‘tectonic’ shift in the global
balance of power’. The world order has transitioned to
a new power equation where the US and China are two
poles with other centres of power adjusting to co-exist.
Shifting power alliances and realignments currently
underway portend a new power structure whose shape
is yet to evolve. The pivot of geo-economics has shifted
from the West to the East, where China in concert with
Russia would play a key role. The Indo-Pacific policy
of containment of China by the QUAD is bound to fail.
Similar will be the fate of the US desire to make India
the policeman of South Asia through multiple defence
pacts.

Afghan soil continues unceasingly.

Gaza was once again viciously bombarded and the AlAqsa mosque desecrated by the Israeli forces in the holy
month of Ramadan. During the 11 days slaughter and
destruction, 256 civilians including 66 children were
killed and over 1900 injured, while only 12 people were
killed in Israel by the rockets fired by Hamas. Except
for some token condemnations and protest marches,
the Muslim world stood aloof. The two-state solution
as envisaged in the Oslo Accord still remains a forlorn
hope.

Iran has snuggled into the loop of China. While there
is a thaw in Pak-Iran relations, KSA and UAE have
restored old ties with Pakistan and the KSA plans to
install an oil refinery at Gwadar. Both the US and Israel
are unhappy with India over its poor performance
against China, and its failure to accomplish any of the
objectives against Pakistan. More and more voices of
criticism are now heard in the West after the scandal
of India’s Chronicles, Goswami WhatsApp chat, and
continued lockdown of Kashmiris since August 5, 2019.

Pakistan-US relations overshadowed by mistrust and
unequal partnership are still transactional in nature.
The sword of the FATF hangs over the head in spite of
Pakistan fulfilling 24 of its 27 points. The IMF loan has
become more burdensome after the KSA and UAE took
back their loans and facility of deferred oil payment.

The US has been forced to end the 20 years’ war in
Afghanistan, which is a telling reminder of its failed
policies. Pakistan played a pivotal role in bringing the
Taliban and the US on the negotiating table and signing
the historic Doha agreement as well as in starting intra
Afghan dialogue to arrive at a political settlement. While
Trump was keen to pull out occupying troops by May
1 this year, Biden, influenced by the spoilers of peace,
had second thoughts and extended the date of exit to
Sept 11. In the face of a rise in attacks by the Taliban,
30% US-NATO troops have already withdrawn, and
Kandahar military base vacated.

Although the LoC in J&K has been quietened after
the secretive understanding arrived at between the
DGMOs of the two arch rivals, no breakthrough has
been achieved at the state level. India is not prepared to
restore the special status of IOK, or to lift the lockdown
and stop persecuting the Kashmiris. Cross border
terrorism against Pakistan by RAW-NDS from the
4

The belligerence of Modi and his hawks against
Pakistan have considerably mellowed down because
of multiple factors. Its venture of integrating disputed
IOK and promulgation of anti-Indian Muslim laws
have backfired. The Sikh movement together with
Kissan Tehriq and Naxalite movement have become
existential threats. Covid-19 has spun out of control
and the daily death rate is the highest in the world. It
has plummeted India’s rising economy into negative
and BJP’s popularity has declined as gauged from the
results of recent by-elections. Seculars in India have
joined hands with the minorities to confront BJP’s
fascism and racism.
Externally, India has suffered several setbacks. India’s
plan to annex Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) was disrupted by
China by taking control of important heights across the
LAC in the Himalayas from where the PLA dominates
the lone supply route to the KKH and GB. It is now faced
with a twin threat for the first time. While Afghanistan
has slipped out of its hands, it has also lost Iran after its
ouster from Chahbahar and railway projects.

To support the shaky Ghani regime and the vacillating
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ANSF which lacks the capacity to confront the Taliban,
the US is urgently in need of a military base outside
Afghanistan. With the fizzling out of option of Ladakh,
the US is persuading Pakistan to provide a military base
and promised some goodies.
When Pakistan declined, the US accepted the offer
of India but the bases can be productive if Pakistan
provides airspace to the US jets and drones. According
to the US senior officials, Pakistan has agreed to provide
land and air routes, but Pakistan’s Foreign Minister has
categorically denied this on the floor of the Senate. It
has become a touchy point giving an opportunity to the
opposition to lambast the government.
Our Western friends never provided a security umbrella
against expansionist India, and wasted our precious
seven decades by making Pakistan run on a treadmill
and obstructed its economic take-off.
Conversely, the spectrum of Pakistan-China relationship
spread over 70 years has become multifaceted.
The CPEC which is the flagship of $ 1.3 trillion
BRI has elevated the relationship to an all-weather
strategic cooperative partnership. The CPEC which
is equally beneficial to both has bound China to help
in safeguarding Pakistan’s sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity. Successful completion of the
CPEC by 2030 will realise the dream of Pakistanis for
a prosperous, secure and self-reliant country.
White House and the Pentagon are once again trying
to win over Pakistani officials. Given her long-term
strategic interest as well as past experience, Pakistan
cannot afford to even think of aligning herself with a
power that is openly at loggerheads with China, Russia
and Iran. More than that, it will be a mortal sin to betray
the people of Afghanistan once again. Only fools rush
in where angels fear to tread. Moreover, it must not be
forgotten that the U.S still has unfinished business in
Pakistan.
Internally, the ruling PTI regime is up against
formidable challenges. So far it has not been able to
steady the dwindling economy, or fulfil any of its lofty
promises. Notwithstanding slight improvements made
in the macro-economics, at micro level, no relief has
been provided to the masses. Inflation and price hike
are at new high which has frustrated the people. Its
lack of performance has diminished the charisma of

Imran Khan as could be seen from the results in the
by-elections in all the four provinces. It gave space to
the PDM to push the government against the wall, but
its disunity has given a welcome breather to the rulers
who are also faced with internal cracks because of
emergence of a new group under Jahangir Tareen. This
group has made the position of the PTI in Punjab and in
the Centre tenuous.
Political polarization has blocked government’s efforts
to carry out essential reforms and it is left with no
choice but to rule by presidential ordinances. Sharif
family continues to pose a political threat since the
PML-N vote bank in Punjab remains intact. The PPP
under Bilawal in Sindh is exploiting the provincial
autonomy under the 18th Amendment and has adopted
a posture of non-cooperation. Disturbed law and order
in interior Sindh and in Baluchistan where the foreign
paid proxies have again stepped up terrorism, and
negativism of social media are causes of consternation
for the government.
Covid-19 is another big challenge for the ruling regime
which has slowed down its development and socioeconomic programs. It handled the first and second
waves of the pandemic intelligently and is handling
the third wave which is more dangerous skillfully.
China has extended full support to tackle the disease
and provided vaccines free of cost. Now Pakistan has
started manufacturing the vaccines locally, which will
speed up the vaccination campaign.
What is encouraging is fast track construction of the
hydel power projects including the Mohmand dam
which would greatly help in ridding the nation from the
curse of the IPPs and would provide cheap electricity
and overcome water crisis. It will be very satisfying if
the GDP rises to 3.8% to 4% as rumored and the graph
of exports, revenue collection and remittances from the
expatriates keep increasing.
Pakistan needs to learn from China and take concrete
steps to eradicate corruption, crimes and poverty, to
increase exports, improve governance, reform the state
institutions, boost up agriculture and industry, and
encourage the private sector.
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BIDEN`S INITIATIVES IN THE
SOUTH ASIAN REGION
President Biden’s initiatives are
focussed mainly on four of our
immediate neighbours: China,
Afghanistan, Iran and India.
India, as the strategic partner of
USA will be acting as the proxy to
his designs. These developments
Gen Mirza Aslam Beg
are indicative of a significant
impact on Pakistan’s national security interests as well
as they offer the opportunity to carve-out a new destiny
for ourselves that could provide lasting relief from
decades of brutalities perpetrated against the Muslim
world.
China: America is forming “cold war alliance” against
China and is coercing other countries to join. The new
American Secretary of State Blinken has cautioned
Europe not to sign the Investment Agreement with China
at its back. There is a very strong reaction in Europe
against the American attitude. The German Chancellor
Markel, in particular, has strongly condemned this
gang-up against China:
“Whether it is Trump or Biden, they are in fact the
same. There is no essential difference between them
in containing China’s rise. Trump has stepped down,
we don’t have to cheer and Biden is in power, we don’t
have to smile to welcome.”
“Germany will not participate in any US led behaviour,
aimed at encirclement and suppression of China. Other
countries also must not participate in this hegemonic
behaviour. It is the most stark expression to oppose the
rise of another country. Germany beliefs that China has
the right to rise. We will not choose sides under US
pressure, because, this is a new type of “international
tyranny”. The recently concluded China-US Investment
Agreement provides the most powerful support and
guarantee for Europe. Western Europe generally
supports this viewpoint”.
Afghanistan: Doha peace talks have been stalled
because Biden administration wants to review the
agreement and re-write it, while the Taliban have abided
by the terms of the deal. America wants the Taliban
to agree to the presence of foreign troops and ceasefire which is not possible. The Taliban are quite firm
6

in their resolve to win their freedom, they have been
fighting for the last four decades, and are not pushed for
time. Their Jehad has reached the culmination point as
described in the Holy Quran:
“They will not fight you even if they all come together,
except in barricaded cities or from behind walls; you
will assume them to be one, whereas their hearts are
divided; this is because they are a people who do not
have any sense”. (Sura Al-Hashar, Ayat. 14)
Taliban “hard-core” is made up of young fighters,
born under the shadows of war. They enjoy unity of
command under Mullah Haibatullah, who has created
three combat zones of Afghan territory under their
control. The Northern Command is under Mullah
Umar’s son, Yaqub. The Southern Command is held
by Sirajuddin Haqqani. The Central Command is under
Mullah Haibatullah exercising control and coordination
over the entire combat zone of Afghanistan. Together
they hold sway over eighty-percent of Afghan territory,
where their law prevails. If, the foreign troops leave,
Taliban would be free to move, without the fear of
air strikes and drones, and in a matter of weeks, the
opposition like Daesh, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, the
War Lords and the host of enemy proxies, will be wiped
out, establishing the Islamic State of Afghanistan. If the
foreign troops do not leave by 1st May 2021, Taliban in
any case would launch an all-out offensive to consolidate
their hold over the held territories, forcing the Afghan
government under siege, in towns and cities.
Iran: Iran has been brutalized and demonised for the
last four decades, under the “maximum pressure policy”
yet Iran stands firm on the Islamic principles of justice,
sacrifice and honour. Their supreme leader has declared
“Iran has fulfilled all its obligations under the Deal.
If America wants Iran to return to its commitments,
they must in practice lift all sanctions”. America also
knows it well that it cannot implement the Warsaw
Plan, as it would cause excisional threat to Israel. The
recently concluded Iran’s Strategic Partnership with
China has demolished American Policy of Sanctions
and has suppressed Biden’s geo-economic strategy for
the South Asian region. It is a fundamental blow to
US hegemonic policies in this region, compelling it to
evolve a new policy of relationship with Iran based on
fair policy and justice. There is no stopping to:
“China and Iran Strategic Partnership (CISP) and
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CPEC, which is the flag-ship project of the Belt and Road Initiatives (BRI) will expand westward, with common
objectives and strategic orientation, to help achieve benefits acting as deterrence against all conspiracies.”
India: As the strategic defence Partner of the United States, India is committed, “to contain and curb” the rising
power of China”. Thus it is carrying out terror attacks into Pakistan from Afghan soil and continues to intensify
the brutalities in Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK), because American considers IOK an internal matter of India.
These developments determine the collective security paradigm of Pakistan that would gain cover and protection,
with the emergence of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and together with Revolutionary Iran, they would serve
as the bed rock of the Power Base of the Muslim world, to deter and defeat, aggression and all conspiracies.
Biden’s initiatives are also meant to test our friendship with China, a trusted friend who has stood by us through
thick and thin, investing nearly 30 billion dollars during the last six years. Our friendship is “deeper than the deep
sea”, but the recent strategic cooperation deal with Iran, perhaps is a warning that Beijing is not going to rely
mainly on Pakistan, whose “economic disequilibria is spiralling out of control. Pakistan needs a credible team,
while 50 percent of the PTI time is over and it is yet to put together a credible team. Remember modern slaves are
not in chains, they are in debt.”

THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM
Lest We Forget
A 90 Second Pictorial Travel Through Time
October 2, 1187 ce
1/60

ca. July 1187 - French Poitevin knight and King of the crusader state of
Jerusalem, Guy de Lusignan, surrenders to Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi after the Battle
of Hattin

2/60

October 2, 1187 - Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi conquers Jerusalem

3/60

October 2, 1187 - Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi enters Jerusalem

4/60

ca. 1187, Europen crusaders and settlers leave for Europe after
Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi conquers Jerusalem
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WOULD PAKISTAN-US
RELATIONS REVIVE ITS LOST
GLOW??
The foundations of Pakistan-US
relations were laid in 1954 when
Pakistan in search of security
against hegemonic India and
Afghanistan claiming territories
of Pakistan across the Durand
Line opted to join SEATO and
CENTO which were created by Brig Asif Haroon Raja
the US to contain the communist expansionism in
South Asia and the Middle East. Although the western
security pacts enabled Pakistan to boost its economic
and military strength, the pacts proved worthless in the
1965 and 1971 wars with India since the US cut-off
military and economic assistance to Pakistan during
the two crunch times. After the Eisenhower era, the
US began to entice India. The 1962 Sino-India border
conflict gave President Kennedy a chance to win
over India and doled out massive military assistance.
Thereon, both the Republicans and the Democrats
wooed India, but Nehru who was one of the top three
non-aligned movement leaders showed little interest
and remained content with deep-rooted economic and
military ties with the USSR, which became India’s
biggest supplier of arms. Moreover, the Soviet veto
helped India to ward off the UN pressure asking India to
fulfil its promise of granting right of self-determination
to the Kashmiris and holding fair and free plebiscite.
A great opportunity came the US way when the Soviet
Union after losing the war in Afghanistan crumbled in
1991 and was reduced to Russian Federation. Without
severing ties with Russia, India fell into the waiting lap
of the US and became its strategic partner. Since then,
while Pakistan fell from the grace of the US, Indo-US
relations flourished leaps and bounds. Partnership with
the US enabled India to boost its diplomatic, political,
economic, military and nuclear/missile strengths vastly
due to which it is nurturing the hope of becoming a
global power.
Pakistan-US relations on the other hand have hardly
remained smooth and trouble free. Apart from the
element of mistrust which has clouded their relations,
the main reason why the two couldn’t develop their
relationship on the basis of mutual trust and respect was
8

the overbearing attitude of the US. It has never treated
Pakistan as a friend, but dealt with it as a mercenary
helping the US to achieve its objectives in the region
and getting paid for the services rendered. It was hired
to contain communism, then to support the proxy war
against the occupying Soviet forces in Afghanistan,
and next to fight the Global War on Terror (GWOT).
Successive regimes in Pakistan never objected to the
US discriminatory behavior and its habit of giving
dictations. The love of dollars was so great among the
elites of Pakistan that they ignored the US injustices,
arrogance and its bullying outlook. The policy makers
tailored foreign policy suiting the US interests and not
the aspirations of the people of Pakistan who remained
out of sync with the rulers.
The tone of the US leaders became harsh after 1990 and
it slapped sanctions on Pakistan under the pretext of
restraining it to build a nuclear bomb. Its tenor became
harsher and threatening after 9/11. Although the US
under George W. Bush took Gen Musharraf on board
and declared Pakistan a coalition partner, it formed a
strategic nexus with NATO, Israel, India and the puppet
regime in Kabul which marked Pakistan as one of the
targets. To win the affections of the US, Pakistan not
only helped the invaders to occupy Afghanistan, but
also provided two land routes for the transportation
of logistics and arms for the ISAF. Shamsi airbase
was handed over to the CIA in 2003 to fire drones in
FATA and the base remained functional till end 2011.
Immigration at all the main airports and seaport were
handled by the FBI. The CIA and FBI had complete
freedom of action to operate in the country and the
duo was instrumental in creating proxies in FATA and
in Balochistan. Pakistan’s ambassador in Washington
Hussain Haqqani and Interior Minister Rehman Malik
inducted Blackwater, elements of the US Special
Forces, security contractors and the NGOs in large
numbers in 2008-09. Glitter of dollars produced many
snakes in the grass ready to sell their souls and national
interests. Media outlets were purchased by foreign
agencies to build perceptions of choice, sell false
narratives and to promote obscenity and nudity. Under
the garb of enlightened modernization to show the soft
face of Pakistan to the West, secularism was promoted.
Tightening the noose on Pakistan		
Throughout the 20-year GWOT in which Pakistan was
made the frontline state to fight terrorism, Pakistan
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suffered more than any other country in fighting the war
and its performance was much better than all the 48
countries participating in the war. The US diplomats and
officials acknowledged Pakistan’s efforts in eradicating
terrorism from its soil and also highlighted the critical
role Pakistan could play in bringing peace to the region
in general and Afghanistan in particular. However,
their pats were combined with the use of sticks. From
2006 onwards, the US started to sing the mantra of
‘Do More. More often, it expressed dissatisfaction and
hurled insults and threats and accused Pakistan that it
was either complicit with the Al Qaeda and the Taliban,
or was incompetent. Obama accelerated the drone
war in FATA and also accused Pakistan of providing
safe haven to the Haqqani Network (HN) in North
Waziristan. Trump upped the ante by accusing Pakistan
of deceit and lies and he cut off close support funds. He
repeated the mantra of HN and declared Pakistan as a
state sponsoring terrorism, but to the surprise of many,
he offered to the visiting PM Imran Khan in 2019 his
willingness to mediate to resolve the issue of Kashmir.
But soon after the visit, India usurped Indian Occupied
Kashmir (IOK).
The perverse ‘do more’ policy of the US which had a
hidden design to bleed and exhaust Pak security forces
was servilely obeyed by Pakistan till 2017. After Gen
Bajwa refused to do more and asked the US to do more,
Pakistan was put in the grey list of the FATF. Despite
fulfilling 24 of the 27 demands and making good
progress in the remaining three points, it has not been
made white. FATF and the IMF are the new tools in use
to force Pakistan to do more.

of the US and the ISAF. The financial assistance given
by the US to Pakistan was mostly spent on fighting the
proxies funded, trained and equipped by RAW-NDS
under the supervision of the CIA.
The US had apparently let loose the GWOT to eradicate
terrorism and to make the world peaceful. Conversely it
has made it insecure and unsafe since the venture was
launched with crooked intentions to neo-colonise the
Muslim world and to steal its resources. All those who
took part in the US imposed war suffered, but Pakistan
suffered the most. As a result of this war and the hybrid
war launched by the adversaries, Pakistan’s society has
got divided, politically polarized, and its economy has
become fragile. Besides the huge internal and external
challenges, it is faced with the monster of Covid-19
pandemic which has further wilted the economy. There
is no change in the wicked designs of India, hell-bent to
undo Pakistan. It has already changed the special status
of IOK and is now changing its demography.
The US co-opted Pakistan to ease its occupation
of Afghanistan and to make it fight anti-American
terrorist groups. It had also wanted to disable Pakistan’s
nuclear program and to de-Islamise it and to make
it a compliant state of the US and India. CPEC was
subsequently added to the list to scuttle it. The US now
wants Pakistan to ensure the safe exit of the US-NATO
troops, to revise the 2019 Doha peace agreement and to
compel the Taliban to accept the US-made constitution
and democracy and to share power with the AG regime.

The US has the brashness to expect all these favors
from Pakistan even after repeatedly betraying it and
unjustifiably punishing it for its uncommitted sins in
US taking advantage of Pakistan				
the GWOT, and at the same time encouraging and
In its bid to keep the US appeased, the national interests
rewarding the real sinners India and the Afghan regime
and sovereignty were compromised. Pakistan didn’t
for their cowardly clandestine acts to unravel Pakistan.
object to the installation of anti-Pakistan and pro-India
What is most befuddling is that in spite of the history
regime in Kabul, fast expanding influence of archrival
of betrayals and injustices, Pakistan leaders remain
India in Afghanistan, establishment of terror infrastrucenchanted to the USA, and still consider the duplicitous
ture by RAW-NDS in Afghanistan which unleashed
America to be a friend of Pakistan. To keep it in good
the biggest ever covert war against Pakistan, and the
humor, the rulers went to the extent of brewing tensions
initiation of drone war. Series of compromises made
in relations with time-tested and trustworthy China,
by Pakistani leaders and their willingness to dance to
and slowing down the game-changing CPEC. They are
the tunes of Washington made the country soft, docile
now fracturing relations with the Taliban who are likely
and compliant. No Pakistani ruler picked up courage
to return to power sooner than later. For the sake of
to state that cross border terrorism from Afghan soil
Washington, all out support is being extended to the wily
which caused over 80,000 human and $130 billion fiand deceitful Ashraf Ghani (AG) regime which spares
nancial losses was not possible without the connivance
9
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no opportunity to harm Pakistan. Soon after the visit of
Gen Qamar Bajwa to Kabul, AG accused Pakistan of
harboring the Taliban Shuras in Quetta, Miranshah and
Peshawar. He forgets that while he and the US have
been bending over backwards to win over the Taliban,
his regime has been harboring and supporting antiPakistan TTP, Jamaat-e-Ahrar, Lashkar-e-Islam, and
several other proscribed groups like BLA, BRA, BLF
as well as ISIS Khorasan.
While Pakistan leaders myopically pinned hopes on
each and every new president of the US that he will
reset relations and restore the heydays of the 1950s and
1960s, the US interests and policies haven’t changed
with the change of the president. Pakistan has never been
in the good books of the US. No US administration has
been a friend of Pakistan. George Bush always made a
point of describing Gen Musharraf as a friend of the US
and never Pakistan as such.
No change for the good is expected from the Joe Biden
administration as is being perceived by the optimists
and the US lovers saying there will be a reset in
relations. Biden has so far not given any indications to
mend fraught relations and to wash out the element of
mistrust, nor shown any warmth. He has not phoned
Imran Khan (IK) and didn’t invite him to the Climate
Change Summit on 22 April which was attended by
40 heads-of-states. John Kerry and Secretary Defence
Lloyd Austin skipped Pakistan and visited other Asian
countries. Washington seem to be irked over the release
of Omar Saeed Sheikh and his three associates by the
Supreme Court who were allegedly involved in the
murder of American journalist Daniel Pearle in 2002.
Biden is more interested in pulling out 25000 American
troops safe and sound from Afghanistan and at the same
time retain the US influence with the help of the AG
regime and Pakistan. To that end, he is also pursuing
the old policy of ‘do more’ and is pressing Pakistan
to play its part and compel the victorious Taliban to
abandon their ambitions of re-introducing Islamic laws
and establishing Islamic Emirate. There is a perceived
lack of sensitivity and gratitude on the part of the US
for what Pakistan has and is doing to “pull the American
chestnuts out of the fire on Afghanistan.”
The Way-forward 					
IK is striving hard to establish warm and friendly
relations with the Biden regime through socio-economic
10

cooperation. He hopes to revive the abandoned scheme
of George Bush of establishing Reconstruction of
Opportunity Zones in former FATA and also wants to
establish Pak-US Economic Zone at Karachi seaport
to increase volume of exports to the US markets. It
is hoped that these steps are not meant to undermine
China’s special economic zones planned along the
CPEC route, and the Gwadar port!!
In order to earn the trust and confidence of the US and
to become its strategic partner, sycophancy and timidity
alone are not enough to impress the US leaders duly
controlled by the Zionists and American Jews. What
would impress them is if Pakistan agrees to provide
military bases to the US, rollback its nuclear & missile
programs, eliminate Islamic radicalism, stop espousing
Islamic causes, and become a true secular state, cease
work on CPEC and get out of the tight embrace of
China, remain cold towards Iran and Russia, recognize
Israel, forget about Kashmir and accept the hegemony
of India in the region. Short of these steps, there is
no hope of reviving the old glow and forging cordial
relations with the USA. Since no leader in Pakistan
can afford to make compromises on any, hence, PakUS relations would remain lukewarm, self-centered
and transactional. What Pakistan should worry is that it
might be scapegoated if things go wrong in Afghanistan
in the last phase and the fuming USA decides to give
the parting kicks to Pakistan.
The JS HQ and GHQ should prepare for such a
contingency, and one way of warding off the possible
threat is to deepen ties with China and Russia and to
formulate a joint response action.
Granting a military base to the US will not only
compromise Pakistan’s security but would also annoy
the people of Pakistan, China and the Taliban. It will be
a great historic mistake and a disgrace that shall forever
be inscribed as a dark stain in history.

Brig Asif Haroon (Retd) is a war veteran, defence
& security analyst, international columnist & author
of five books. He is Chairman Thinkers Forum
Pakistan, Director Measac Research Centre, member
CWC PESS.
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A BEAUTIFUL POEM

by Lee Tzu Pheng
(Singapore Cultural Medallion winner)

When I’m dead.
Your tears will go flow
But I won’t know
Cry with me now instead.
You will send flowers,
But I won’t see
Send them now instead
You’ll say words of praise
But I won’t hear.
Praise me now instead
You’ll forget my faults,
But I won’t know.....Forget them now instead.
You’ll miss me then,
But I won’t feel.
Miss me now, instead.
You’ll wish you could have spent more time
with me,
Spend it now instead

6/60

When you hear I’m gone,
You’ll find your way to my house to pay
condolence but we haven’t even spoken in
years.
Look for me now.
Spend time with every person around you,
and help them with whatever you have to
make them happy, your families, friends and
acquaintances.
Make them feel Special because you never
know when time will take them away from
you forever.
Alone I can ‘Say’ but together we can ‘Talk’.
Alone I can ‘Enjoy’ but together we can
‘Celebrate’
Alone I can ‘Smile’ but together we can
‘Laugh’
That’s the BEAUTY of Human Relations.
We are nothing without each other
So Stay Connected!!!!!

Minbar (pulpit) of Nur al-Din Zangi / Salah al-Din alAyyubi at the Masjid Al-Aqsa. It was custom-made in Aleppo
and installed in the Masjid Al-Aqsa following salah alDin`s conquest of Jerusalem in 1187. The Zionists tried to
set the Masjid on fire and burned the minbar in 1969. The
minbar was reconstructed later over a period of 30 years.
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CPEC - FACTS AND FOG
Last
week,
in
“CPEC:
understanding the behemothfacts and myth” we covered
the conceptual framework of
CPEC. This week, we continue
to discuss the ‘Eight Core Areas’
of the agreed CPEC architecture.
CPEC has strong focus on Maj Gen Inam-ul-Haq
social development, population welfare and poverty
alleviation along its command areas… unlike any other
programme of the IMF, WB etc.
First core area deals with the ‘integrated transportation
system’, including construction/development of
Kashghar-Islamabad, Peshawar-Islamabad-Karachi,
Sukkur-Gwadar and Dera Ismail Khan-Quetta-SorabGwadar road infrastructure. CPEC will expand the
capacity of existing railway lines (specifically the
strategic Main Line (ML-1) besides new projects and
modernize railways.
‘Gwadar City Master Plan’ comprises Gwadar city,
port, new international airport and corresponding
transport system, construction of East Bay Expressway
and enhancing the effectiveness of Gwadar Free Zone
to promote social progress and economic development.
Second, is ‘information network infrastructure’.
This includes construction/ operation of local
communications (broadcast and TV networks),
strengthening bilateral information and communication
to synchronize construction of ‘information, road
and railway infrastructure’. It also contains laying of
cross-border optical fiber and ‘backbone optical fiber
networks’ in Pakistan, besides upgrading Pakistan’s
network facilities, national data center and second
submarine cable landing station. Pakistan is to adopt
China’s Digital Terrestrial Multimedia Broadcasting
(DTMB) standard.
This core area aims to improve Pakistan’s Information
Communication
Technology
(ICT)
-enabled
development
like
e-government/e-commerce;
electronic monitoring of borders and safe city projects;
and building IT industrial parks and IT industry clusters.
Human resource and technology exchange is inbuilt in
these programmes.
Third, cooperation in ‘energy related’ fields. It spans
12

collaboration in oil and gas, electricity/power grids,
construction of major thermal power, hydropower,
coal-gasification and renewable power generation
projects. It supports ‘power transmission networks’ to
enhance ‘power transmission and supply reliability’.
This entails construction of high-voltage power grids,
power transmission and distribution networks and
developing the related industry to manufacture the
entire range of energy sector equipment. This area is
especially critical, as the enhanced power produced by
WAPDA - under its agile leadership – needs to reach
the end-user, to be en-cashed… boosting industrial
production and revenues.
Catering especially to the Chinese hunger for fossil fuel,
LTP agreed to diversify oil supplies and cooperate in
developing oil/gas resources and research. It develops
storages along the CPEC route. Other initiatives
comprise optimizing Pakistan’s coal-sourcing and
utilization; developing surface-coal gasification,
expansion of coal mining sector; developing wind and
solar energy-enabled energy supply sources; promoting
river planning and preparatory work for major
hydropower projects. However, this area at inception,
missed building large water reservoirs that needs to be
included.
Fourth, ‘trade and industrial parks.’ This core
area targets textile and garment industry for quality
improvement, value addition, competitiveness and
efficiency improvement to help Pakistan’s exports
and enhance mutually beneficial regional cooperation.
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are envisaged in all
Pakistani provinces/regions and in China (Kashghar
Economic and Technological Development Zone and
Caohu Industrial Park).
China resolves cooperation with Pakistani industry…
from assembling imported parts/components to
localized manufacture besides Chinese investment for
development of energy-efficient industry. China shall
promote industrial cooperation in sectors like chemical/
pharmaceutical, engineering goods, agro, iron/steel,
light manufacturing, home appliances and construction
materials etc. The focus is to use energy-efficient
and environmentally-friendly processes/equipment,
helping Pakistan’s exports.
Both sides agreed to increase exploration and
development of mineral resources, setting up mineral
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processing zones and industries, besides expanding
trade logistics, business-to-business (B2B) relations,
bilateral and balanced trade structure. LTP envisages
establishment of special customs supervision areas along
CPEC, to achieve information docking and standardized
data exchange, enhancing trade facilitation.
Fifth, ‘agricultural development and poverty
alleviation’.
This area encompasses biological
breeding/production/processing,
storage/
transportation, infrastructure construction, disease
prevention and control, water resources utilization and
land development etc. ICT-enabled agriculture and
marketing of agricultural goods is expected to develop
systematic, large-scale and standardized agricultural
industry.
The core area focuses on upgrading agricultural
infrastructure like water-saving techniques, modern
agricultural zones, increasing productivity of medium/
low-yield land, and strengthening drip irrigation
technology. Both sides are to cooperate in crop farming,
livestock breeding, forestry, food growing, aquatic and
fishery etc.
Cooperation is to extend to areas such as improving
post-harvest handling, storage and transportation of
agricultural products; innovation in marketing and
sales models; improving water resource operation/
management; developing pastoral areas and desert;
application of remote sensing technology; cooperation
in production of pesticides, fertilizer, machinery
and support services like agriculture education and
research; and collaborate in forestry, horticulture (and
horticulture products), fisheries and livestock medicines
and vaccines.
Sixth, ‘tourism’. Both countries agree to exploit
tourism potential of regions along CPEC, especially
China-Pakistan border areas, coastal belt and across
border. LTP encompasses improvement in quality
of bilateral tourism services like public information,
transportation and security protection. Tourism follows
“2+1+5” spatial structure; with ‘two centers’ (Karachi
and Gwadar), ‘one axis’ (coastal tourism development
belt) and ‘five tourist zones’ of Jiwani/Gwadar tourism
zone, Jhal-Jhao, Ormara, Sonmiani and Keti Bander…
connected through a ‘tour route’ and themed on coastal
leisure & vacationing.

Seventh, ‘social development and non-govt
exchanges.’ This core area constitutes cooperation
between local governments, NGOs, people-topeople friendship and social development in cities
along CPEC. This shall provide an enabling social
environment for CPEC projects, especially in restive
Balochistan. Node cities are to benefit from China’s
new urbanization concepts like public transport, water
supply and drainage systems through pilot projects,
utilizing China’s strength in technology, equipment,
and capital.
Training programs for Pakistani officials, parties, local
government representatives and students-from regions
along CPEC - are planned in China, besides cultural
exchanges. Educational and research institutions
are to cooperate in knowledge, technology transfer
and R&D. LTP plans social/economic development
cooperation, medical assistance and vocational training
for communities.
Drought prevention and disaster relief cooperation
through comprehensive planning of water resources
and river-basin development, utilization, conservation
and protection, are some other areas planned, that
directly affect public livelihood and welfare.
Eighth core area is ‘financial cooperation’. LTP
emphasizes a multi-layered cooperation and policy
coordination covering financial reform, opening-up,
innovation of financial products/services and risk
mitigation to create conducive financial environment.
It include monetary cooperation between central
banks and financial regulatory agencies; implementing
and expanding existing bilateral currency swap
arrangements; assigning foreign currency to domestic
banks to support project-financing; and encouraging
payment settlement in RMB and rupees, to reduce
reliance on third-party currency.
Cross-Border Inter-Bank Payment System (CIPS) is
used for clearing/settlement and promoting free but
orderly flow of capital. China supports Pakistan’s
cooperation with Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB). Both sides encourage loans from international
banks and seek improved cross-border credit system and
financial services like export credit, project financing,
syndicated loan, trade finance, financial lease, business
in RMB, assets management and e-banking etc.
13
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Cooperation between financial markets like stock
exchanges, securities markets besides multi-currency
direct financing of Pakistan’s central/local governments
and direct financing of projects (in each other’s capital
markets) is agreed. Gwadar Port Free Zone to benefit
from the experience Shanghai Pilot Free Trade Zone.
The story continues.
Maj Gen Inam Ul Haque (Retd) writes on Global
Affairs and Political Sociology. He can be reached
at tayyarinam@hotmail.com and his twitter handle
@20_Inam.

MY MOTHER`S
PRAYER
Sleeping in slumber’s soft
embrace,
Swaying in my mother’s loving Air Cdre Matloob Bokhari
arms,
In the Night of Decree, she prayed:
O Loving One, wrap my son in Your Love,
Make him to love Your creation.
O Allah Who forgives; loves to forgive!
I ask not for myself but for my son,
May he lead a life, where milk flows
And never have an ounce of pain.
O the Highest and the Greatest!
Grant him a life of prominence
And all his dreams may come true.
O the All-Knowing!
Teach my heart to follow the blessed ones.
May he not carry baggage of greed but books.
May his words blossom flowers in barren land.
O the First and the Last!
Protect from ways that stray him away.
Make him realize that life is only a journey.
O Allah, O All-Merciful!
Mercy on my son, my pride, my only joy!
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BEYOND HUBRIS
Indeed, the US is making
much heavy weather of exiting
Afghanistan. Of course USA
entered the Country in a fit of
bullheadedness, Al-Qaeda having
shown the red rag – without much
forethought. But that happens most
of the time, and since even the best Lt Gen Asad Durrani
laid-out plans fly out of window after the initial salvos;
it’s the afterthought that counts. And that’s where
America went awfully awry.
Don’t march on Moscow, should be the first rule of
war – Field Marshal Montgomery once suggested. If
still around, he might have added Afghanistan to his
‘no-go’ list. It’s not because roads to Moscow or Kabul
were paved with catacombs. It’s about what happens at
the end of the march. The history of resistance and the
tyranny of geography takeover, and cause a great deal
of discomfiture to the unwelcome guest. While no sane
person in the present times would follow Napoleon’s
or Hitler’s trail; a superpower – especially if it was
the only one left–might fatuously believe that it would
pull-off in Afghanistan what the British or the Soviets
could not. Hubris may tempt you to jump in a quagmire,
getting out needs more brains than brawn.
When the British vice-regent in Baluchistan bragged
that the Imperial Indian Army had entered Kabul, the
Khan of Kalat famously quipped: “and how’re you
going to get out of there”. That was 1942, and this
legation could not. Ever since, anyone who stumbled in
this eastern twin of Bermuda Triangle, had to address
this question, sooner or later. After that fiasco, Britain,
the sole superpower of the time, bribed the tribesmen
to get in and out of Afghanistan. In 1989, it was the
Soviets’ turn. Though still a superpower, they neither
had the money nor any misplaced ego–and simply
sought Pakistan’s help to guard their rear. They not
only got home in reasonable shape, but their successor
regime is back as the peace broker. No idea if the US
was exhausting all other options before finding the right
exit! (My apologies to the late Winston Churchill.) To
me it seems that like the man who jumped in a river
to retrieve a blanket, which turned out to be a bear, in
Afghanistan the Amis have been caught by the blanket
– except that this one is home woven.
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Project Afghanistan crashed soon after its launch. The
leaked Afghanistan Papers merely confirm what many
others had already known. The vanity that in the first
place had gotten the US in, was now coming in the way
on the way out. Beating a retreat after its designs were
foiled by a ragtag militia was not an attractive proposition.
Understandably, it called for reinforcements. But
since more of the same hardly ever works, they only
reinforced failure. Getting stuck in the hole that was
getting deeper all the time; had to be rationalized.
Fighting terror and some other fancy stuff may have
served the purpose. In the process, the beneficiaries of
the war – the drug merchants, the warlords, and the arms
dealers – had developed vested interest in perpetuation
of this enterprise. Even the Taliban who were getting
over 500 million dollars every year as their cut from the
drugs and the development projects, and for providing
security to the NATO convoys, found a modus vivendi.
The regime installed in Kabul of course has no chance
to survive without the American protection. And then
the prospects of retaining a foothold in a critical region,
might have provided some consolation for the cost and
agony of hanging-in there.
There is a fable about the frogs. They could not come
out of the jar because anyone who tried would be
pulled back by the rest. No idea how it ended: the pot
broke; or the frogs died of exhaustion! Afghanistan is
not breaking apart, but the US is still lucky. None of
its adversaries want it to be buried in the proverbial
graveyard. Only its friends keep tugging at its legs to
keep it in.
Biden’s decision to terminate the US military presence
before the twentieth anniversary of 9/11 is sensible –
and may even be implemented. But I’m not holding
my breath. Taliban have good reasons not to publically
acquiesce to the four months extension in the pullout
date, but may be persuaded to abide by the spirit of
the peace treaty. Exponents of forever war however
would do their best, or their worst, to subvert the new
deadline, as well.
It’s up to the President and his team to scuttle their
infernal designs, and finally do what the US has always
done to make up for its failed ventures – reconstruct the
bridges it had destroyed.

Bakhtiar

Life is time, and time is life. What would make
the span valuable?
It is Valuable sharing. How much one could
share, and how valuable was it. What would
make it valuable?
Could you give more in number, and or, for and
to a greater chunk of mankind, and or, it was
superior by nature and for an era, and or for the
history.
You decide.
Adam, His first prophet of His deen; is father of
all of us. Can there be wider sharing!
Abraham, father of all chosen families to come.
Deen branded by his name. Deen e Ibrahimi.
Who doesn’t know the three greats, Aristotle,
Socrates and Plato! Why do we all know them?
Hannibal came from north and conquered
Rome from north, none-else. Pharos founded a
civilization and created pyramids by the river
Nile.
Dawood and his son left behind greatest of
empires, David the Great. None was written
more about, but Napoleon, the victorious king.
Why Newton rules?
Someone gave vaccination for smallpox to
mankind. Wright bros left behind aero planes, and
everything flying; for times to come. Mughals
made glorious India, and an epoch. Taj Mahal
and Fatehpur Saikri are being learnt and taught
world over.... Someone left radio waves for me.
Am I leaving a pencil sharpener behind or a
safety surveillance device or vaccine for Covid
19; or an article of international law.
Valuable and Life and I

Lt Gen Muhammad Asad Durrani, Ex DG ISI and Ex
Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan.
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GERMAN DIPLO-ECONOMIC INVOLVEMENT IN PAKISTAN
Introduction						
Since seventeenth, eighteenth,
nineteenth century Germany is
maintaining diplomatic relations
with China, Afghanistan and
five Central Asian Republics
respectively in Asian Region. Main
facets of German interests in Asian Dr. Hassan Y. Malik
Region have been diplomatic, economic and social
development. Germans as a nation have always proved
their worth by successfully dealing the challenges
and rising to the status of a strong nation. Presently
Germany is the biggest European economic power and
is asserting to enhance its economic and diplomatic
relations in Asian Region. Apart from establishing trade
link with China and Central Asia it will be prudent to
access Indo-Pacific Region through Wakhan Corridor in
North of Pakistan and Gwadar; North Arabian Sea Port
of Pakistan. This route will provide land and sea access
for Germany to billions of Asians and will enhance
its influence in Indo-Pacific Region. Geographically
placed in middle of Europe; Germany is an economic
pivot for recession stricken European Union (EU). In
contemporary scenario German economy is growing at
the rate of about 2 per cent. Whereas the presently their
large gap between economic growth rate of Germany
and EU which is about 1 per cent. Germany is an
expanding economy so its needs to enhance its trade
beyond Europe especially in Asia and Indo-Pacific
Region. Presently Germany is enhancing its trade
relations with China by even Connecting Leipzig to
Chongqing through 8000 Km long railway. This rail
linkage will enhance the German land access to Caspian
Region, Central Asian Republics (CARs) till Pacific
Coast. However it will be beneficial for Germany to
enhance its trade in Indo-Pacific Region by utilising
the North Arabian Pakistani Port of Gwadar; which is
a gate way to Persian Gulf in Pakistan. By utilising the
land route and proposed water route through Wakhan
Corridor starting from North East of Afghanistan to
Gwadar Port Germany will not only be able to enhance
its contemporary economic situation but will also

improve its much desired diplomatic and economic
relations in the regions.
German Interests in Asian and Indo-Pacific
Regions						
Germany has been involved in Asian Region since
seventeenth century mainly for diplomatic and
economic gains. The Germans mainly have interests in
CARs, Afghanistan, China and Pakistan as part of Asian
Region. These relations and interests have always
added to German diplomatic and economic influence
in the Asian Region. In consonance with contemporary
world order where facets like ever expanding
globalisation, global economic inter dependence and
global diplomatic dependence are expanding1. It will
vital for the Germany to further enhance its diplomatic
and economic influence in Asian and Indo - Pacific
Regions as this would allow a prudent access to the
population of about three billion as an economic market
and the sea lines of communications mainly emerging
out of the energy rich Strait of Hurmoz. To formulate a
pragmatic discussion it will prudent to understand the
German interests in Asian and Indo-Pacific Regions in
subsequent paragraphs.
German Interests in Central Asian Republics
Presently German is represented by an ambassador in
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan. Since 2011 German forces in Uzbekistan
have been providing logistic support to ISAF troops.
Germany has been making efforts for peace in
Afghanistan and stability in the region in accordance
with its Central Asia Concept of 20022. Presently apart

Hasan Yaser Malik. (2015). Deterrence to Dependence through Blue Diplomacy. Quarterly Journal of Chinese Studies. Volume 4,
Number 1, Autumn 2015, p.39.
2
Reinhard Krumm (2007) “Central Asia The Struggle for Power, Energy and Human Rights” ISBN 978-3-89892-629-. Friedrich-EbertStiftung, Bonn/Berlin 2007Design, Set and Layout: Dreispringer, Berlin, p.2.
1
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from the U.S and China EU is also involved in the Great
Game once the regional countries enjoy sovereign
status3. German involvement is in Central Asian
Region has ethnic dimensions as well because many
of the German-Russians are still living in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. It is estimated that CARs
and Azerbaijan possess 7.5 trillion cubic meters of
known and an estimated 20 trillion cubic meters of
undiscovered reserves of natural gas. Turkmenistan’s
undiscovered reserves are estimated at 37 billion barrel
and have discovered 17 new natural gas fields with 60
to 80 billion cubic meters of gas4. Berlin Government
being pragmatic in approach towards Central Asia has
planned to concentrate on politico-social development
of the region through consolidation of democratic
structures, poverty alleviation, social, and environmental
friendly economic development and policy of nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Presently
Germany is the principal mutual donor in Central Asia
through institutions like Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Technische Zusammenarbeit, Deutsche Akademische
Austauschdienst and Deutsche Volkshochschulverband
which are actively involved in the region. Alongside
CARs Berlin is also improving its diplomatic and
economic interests in Afghanistan, China and Pakistan
as well which can ultimately enhance German interests
towards South Asia and Indo-Pacific Regions.
German interests in China				
Sino-German relations have been wide ranging since
19725. Presently Beijing is prime German Asian
economic partner and Germany is principal Chinese
trade partner in Europe. In 2004 China and Germany
became ‘strategic partner in global responsibility’ and
the status was upgraded as ‘comprehensive strategic
partnership’ during President Xi Jinping’s visit to
Berlin in March 2014. Beijing and German trade
volume was euro 150 billion by end of 2014 which
is increasing tremendously as Germany is China’s
biggest European trade partner and sixth largest across

the globe; whereas Beijing is Frankfurt’s leading Asian
and third largest international trade partner. Presently
around 5000 German companies are working in China
and 900 Chinese companies are working in Germany.
Beijing is the second largest export market for Berlin
as Germany alone exports about 50 per cent of total EU
export to China as compared to 10 per cent of United
Kingdom and 9 per cent of France. In order to enhance
the relations in fields of science and technology both
countries established ‘Sino-German- Centre for Science
Promotion’ which is jointly run by German Research
Foundation (DFG) and National natural Science
Foundation of China. To combine the marine research
interests a ‘Center for Sino-German Cooperation in
Marine Sciences’ is established in Qingdao was cofounded by the Ocean University of China and ‘Leibniz
Institute of Marine Sciences’ as part of University of
Bremen. Chinese trade with Europe is also on increase,
more over the use of Chinese Currency; Renminbi
(RMB) is also getting popular and is likely to be
increased by 40 percent till 20246. As for as EU is
concerned it has adopted an orientation towards China
at the expanse of its traditional partners like the U.S and
Japan and its trade with the U.S and Japan has reduced
from 23 percent to 18 percent and 6 percent to 3 percent
respectively however on the contrary in case of Beijing
it has risen from 6 percent to 16.6 per cent7. On the
other hand China is also gradually limiting its trade
with the U.S with regard to highly technical goods and
is relying on Berlin8.
German Chancellor Angela Markel visit to Beijing and
separate meetings with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
and President Xi Jingping after Xi Jingping’s visit to
Berlin in March 2014 highlights the bilateral economic
and diplomatic interests of both countries in prevalent
global scenario. With many of Chinese diplomatic
initiatives, the principal meeting point was economy.
Merkel’s business delegation attended a meeting of the
China-Germany Economic and Trade Commission.

Reinhard Krumm (2007) “Central Asia The Struggle for Power, Energy and Human Rights” ISBN 978-3-89892-629-. Friedrich-EbertStiftung, Bonn/Berlin 2007Design, Set and Layout: Dreispringer, Berlin, p.5.
4
Rebecca, L. Busby. (2004). International Petroleum encyclopedia: Santa Calara: Penn Well Pub Co.
5
Federal Foreign Office China. (2015). Retrieved from http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/Aussenpolitik/Laender/Laenderinfos/01Nodes/China_node.html On Feb 8, 2016.p.3.
6
Syetarn Hansakul. (2014). China-EU relations: Gearing up for growth. Deutsche Bank Research Issue 31 July 2014. P.1.
7
Syetarn Hansakul. (2014). China-EU relations: Gearing up for growth. Deutsche Bank Research Issue 31 July 2014. P.2.
8
Georg Erber. (2014). German-Chinese Economic Relations—Opportunities and Risks for Germany. DIW Economic Bulletin 2.2014.
Volume 4, No 2 14 February, 2014. ISSN 2192-7219.p.6.
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Frankfurt has become a clearance hub for RMB
by name of China-Europe International Exchange
(CEINEX). Europe will be end destination of ‘New Silk
Route’ as envisioned by President Xi Jingping. China’s
ultimate goal will be to lessen the U.S influence in
Europe so China and Germany will need to cooperate
in recent global system by focusing on security issues
matching economic dynamics9. China and Germany are
establishing the rail link form Leipzig to Chongqing for
goods transporting between Germany and China hence
reducing the travelling time to 20 days as compared
to 35 days via sea. Such initiatives will further add
to Chinese orientation towards Europe and German
interests towards South Asia and Indo-Pacific Regions.

German Interests in Afghanistan			
Since 1914 Germany is maintaining diplomatic and
economic relations with Afghanistan as it sent a
diplomatic mission to Afghanistan under Oskar Van
Niedermayer during the era of King Amir Habibullah
Khan10. Later on from 1919 to 1929 Amir Amanullah
tried to further enhance the strategic relations between
two nations to reduce the British and Russian influence
in the region. Berlin was looking at Afghanistan
as a politico-military base and Kabul Government
wanted Germany to function as a balancing force to
keep British and Russians out of Afghanistan11. Amir
Amanullah also wanted strength and power from
Berlin through a modernisation programme. In 1923 a
‘German-Afghanistan Group’ was formed for provision
of civil engineering support to Afghanistan. Germans
also helped in education sector and established Amania
School in Kabul. After Amanullah who signed a treaty
of friendship between Germany and Afghanistan
in 1924 Nadir Shah also concluded a Free Trade
Agreement in 1930. It will be significant to note that
Italy and Japan were also involved in project of social
development in Afghanistan apart from Germany
during the rule of Ammanullah12. In 1936 not only
Afghan Military started getting military training from
German Military officers but Berlin also planned and
supervised prime projects like roads, bridges, airfields

and industrial plants. Kabul maintained its relations
with German Democratic Republic (GDR) and Federal
Republic of Germany (FRG). From 1956 to 1962
FRG kept supporting mining and industrial sectors in
Afghanistan it also provided Deutsche Mark (DM) 260
million for socio-economic development. Since start
of the millennium many German Non-Governmental
Organistions were also working for social development
before the U.S led NATO attack on Afghanistan in 2001.
Despite being a part of war in Afghanistan; Germany is
continuing its support for humanitarian cause and social
progress. Since 2004 Germany is heading Provincial
Reconstruction Team in Badakhshan, Faizabad and
Kunduz Provinces13. On 5 December 2005 a conference
was held in Peters Berg Rest House (Bonn) to form an
interim government in Afghanistan and later December
2002 another conference was held at same venue for
development and peace in Afghanistan. Berlin and
Kabul are continuing for bilateral development and
cooperation in private sector, market mechanism,
refurbishing of power sector through renewable energy,
drinking water and funds for training of primary
teachers. During the Tokyo Conference in 2002 Berlin
promised to provide Euro 320 million to Afghanistan
over a period of four years and an amount worth euro
80 million from 2005 to 2008 which was extended
for two more years during a London Conference in
January 2006. Berlin has provided euro 650 million for
humanitarian development. Germany is also making
efforts to enhance capacity building of Afghan Border
Police. It is also making efforts to reduce the drugs
from Afghanistan and to promote the bilateral culture.
Berlin wants peace and stable Afghanistan to use it
as a friendly politico-economic base oriented towards
Central Asia, Russia and ultimately to Indo-Pacific
Region.
German Interests in Pakistan 			
Relations between Germany and Pakistan were
established in 1950 principally basing on aspects
of mutual friendship, culture, social and economic
development. West Germany became first economic

Shannon Tiezzi. (2014). China and Germany’s ‘Special Relationship. The I Diplomat. July 08, 2014. Retrieved from http://thediplomat.
com/2014/07/china-and-germanys-special-relationship/ on Feb 8, 2016.
10
Nasrullah Nasir, Afghanistan ao Narai, Pashto translation (Kabul: Afghan Foreign Ministry Centre of Strategic Studies, 2004).
11
Ludwig W. Adamec, Afghanistan’s Foreign Affairs to the Mid-Twentieth Century: Relations with the USSR, Germany, and
Britain(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1974).
12
Islam Shah . An Overview of Relations between Afghanistan and Germany. Journal of European Studies. P.111.
13
Islam Shah . An Overview of Relations between Afghanistan and Germany. Journal of European Studies. P.116.
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partner of Pakistan by launching ‘International
Development Programme’ in 1961. In 1970 both
countries singed ‘Strategic and Military Training Pact’
and in 1990 Pakistan-German Business Forum was
established. At dawn of new millennium Germany
emerged as one of the most significant allies surrounding
the war in North Western Pakistan being fought between
Pakistan and Talibans. Presently Pakistan-Germany
trade relations are attributed to Generalised System
of Preference Plus granted by EU in January, 2014.
Germany being largest European economy and second
most populace nation with about 80 million people is
vital for the continent’s economic, political and defence
organisation. Germany has been making efforts to
support Pakistani trade with EU for provision of greater
market access. Pakistan is a major partner for Germany
in the region and a central partner once it comes to
deal with urgent international issue14. Germany is
supporting democratic development, energy demands
through renewable energy and Rural Development in
Baluchistan and Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) in Pakistan. Germany has interests in FATA
since 1920; twenty seven years before the independence
of Pakistan and during the time of British India15. Apart
from China, Central Asia and Afghanistan; Germany
has interests in Pakistani FATA as the areas served as
a barrier between British and USSR as part of Great
Game. Presence of German Provincial Reconstruction
Team in Badakhshan16; Afghanistan in Wakhan
Corridor can improve the passage till Brogohail Pass
along Pakistan Border to reach out Peshawar along
Chitral River as an alternate to Karakoram Highway to
access Gwadar Port.
Wakhan Corridor an opportunity for Germany
to Gwadar Port					
Located at cross roads of Afghanistan, energy rich
Tajikistan, an emerging world power China and
geopolitically located Pakistan. The Wakhan Corridor
is an ancient and a strategic pass leading to China form

Eshkashem (Afghanistan) which had been used for
linking West with China via Silk Route. The Afghan
Pass is attached to Tajikistan in north, China in east and
Pakistan in south. It has always been used as a trade
route for west and north to Indian plains and Arabian
Coasts in the south for centuries. Extra regional facets
like quest for Great Game between Russia and Britain
since 183817, Chinese Communist Revolution of
194918, Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan for a decade
followed by the NATO invasion of Afghanistan since
2001 has unfortunately kept away from any kind of
infrastructural development in Wakhan as a fallacy.
Opening up of Wakhjir Pass by China in the corridor will
surely improve trade and diplomatic relations; between
Pakistan, China, Afghanistan and Germany. Wakhan
Corridor can be linked to Peshawar and ultimately
to Gwadar Port through a route along Chitral River
which can serve as an alternate route to Karakoram
Highway to reach Gwadar. Wakhan – Chitral Route
starting form Brogohail Pass to Gwadar Port mainly
along Chitral River till Chitral can also link Jalalabad
with Chitral through Mir Khani and Naray which will
also have regional global politico-economic value.
Germany alone or in combination with China can play
its role for improving or constructing the proposed
route. The Afghan Government did not do much for
social development of the corridor because of its selfsustaining tribal culture, rugged mountain terrain and
cold climate. This ancient trade route between China,
Pakistan and Afghanistan can still provide more suitable
link between Central Asian energy resources to the
warm water at Gwadar Port at the mouth of Hurmoz.
Apparently it seems that China is preparing to open
Wakhjir Pass as it has started some infrastructural
development in the Wakhjir Pass; where in it has
carpeted the road up to 10 km short of the border
crossing point, leaving the rest to time of its choice
and domination19. Apart from the road China has
constructed a supply depot for its border police. It has

German Foreign Minister Frank Walter Steinmeier. (2015). Relations between Pakistan and Germany increasingly close. The Daily
News, August 31, 2015.
15
Islam Shah . An Overview of Relations between Afghanistan and Germany. Journal of European Studies. P.111.
16
Islam Shah . An Overview of Relations between Afghanistan and Germany. Journal of European Studies. P.113.
17
Michael Finkel, Stranded on the Roof of the World, National Geographic 2013, available at http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2013/02/
wakhan-corridor/finkel-text. (assessed on 4 January 2014).
18
Gigel, Stranded on the Roof of the World, National Geographic 2013, available at http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2013/02/
wakhan-corridor/finkel-text. (assessed on 7 January 2014).
19
DuttaSujan. “Outflanking move’ near Afghan border with interests for India: Ex-chief New Delhi” The Telegraph (Calcutta) June 5,
2012.
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enhanced its communication capability by establishing cell phone centers and by laying down the optical cable for
the web based internet facilities. Opening of linkage with neighboring Kyrgzs and Wakhis will not only improve
their life style but will also add to a sympathetic tones from entire population of Wakhan Corridor in particular
and Afghanistan and Pakistan in general. Passage through proposed will add stability in Afghanistan which will
be difficult to achieve even after U.S withdraws in entirety due to Afghan Culture 20. The 250 km long proposed
route emerging from Wakhan Corridor should emanate from Brogohail Pass on Pakistan border passing along the
Chitral River through Mastuj, Booni, Chitral and Peshawar should be linked to Gwadar and Jalalabad for more
options.
Conclusion 														
Germany has interest in Central Asian, South East Asian and Indo-Pacific Regions with main focus on diplomatic
and economic relations with Central Asian Republics, Azerbaijan, China, Afghanistan and Pakistan. Diplomatic
and economic relations with these countries will allow Germany to have better and pragmatic access to South Asia
and Indo-Pacific Regions. In order to make the gains more prudent it will be beneficial for Germany to make use
of Gwadar Deep Sea Port in Noth Arabian Sea as gate way to energy transporting Strait of Hurmoz. Any German
Naval Facility at Gwadar particularly in combination with China will have strategic influence in entire Indian
Ocean and South China Sea hence creating a balance in the Region and securing the sea lines of communications.
It will be prudent Germany to have an access to Gwadar Port through an alternative to the Karakoram Highway
through Wakhan Corridor along Chitral River hence enhancing trade options and opportunities and access within
the region and as an inter- continental trade linkage between Europe and Asia; pragmatically linking Germany to
a market place comprising of more than three billion people.
20
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Minbar (pulpit) of Nur al-Din Zangi / Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi at the Masjid Al-Aqsa.
It was custom-made in Aleppo and installed in the Masjid Al-Aqsa following salah alDin`s conquest of Jerusalem in 1187. The Zionists tried to set the Masjid on fire and
burned the minbar in 1969. The minbar was reconstructed later over a period of 30 years.
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Seal of Salah al Din Ayyubi - EAGLE
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HOSPITALITY BOOST LOCAL
INDUSTRIES
One of the most interesting aspects
of development of tourism and
hospitality industry is that it helps
in boosting local Industries. The
industry of hospitality generates
revenue for local businesses
directly when tourists spend
Ms. Zainab Azam
money in order to book space in
guesthouses and entertainment venues or when they
use local transportations for travelling. Tourism boosts
the revenue of the economy, creates thousands of jobs,
develops the infrastructures of a country, and plants
a sense of cultural exchange between foreigners and
citizens. The number of jobs created by tourism in
many different areas is significant.
Hospitality industry helps improve the image of
a country as well as boosts local industry. All the
industries which will flourish with the growing
hospitality industry are as follows:
Transport Industry 				
It is no secret that the tourism sector relies on the
hospitality sector for both domestic and international
tourism. The tourism industry arranges travel for
tourists but the most essential service of transportation
is provided by the hospitality industry.
Food Industry				
Hospitality plays a vital role in giving a boost to food
industry as it connects national and international
tourists with the taste of local food through maximum
interaction and exposure.
Hotel Industry			
Accommodation industry is closely related to
hospitality industry as welcoming and offering a
space to rest, sleep and eat comes directly under
hospitality. Whenever tourists arrive, accommodation
is the foremost requirement. The services and level of
care that the guests receive will determine how many
tourists will consider visiting again and encourage
others to visit as well.
Recreational Industry				
Tour and travels include going place to place for
different purposes. With the growth in hospitality

industry, the recreational activities are introduced in
the region and boost is attained.
Retail Industry					
Retail industry gets a boost with the cozy environment
where guests are free to move inside the local premises.
Local shops receive direct payments from the guests in
exchange for products.
Embroidery Business				
The culture of Pakistan is very unique and diverse.
Our embroidery business attracts many people around
the globe, and many of the tourists visit due to their
interest in local embroidery. Embroidery business is
one of the most profitable in our cottage industry.
Support of International Tourists			
Foreign tourist participates in paying direct payments
to local sellers and service providers. The foreign
support will help generate revenues which will pave
ways for development, improvement and maintenance
of industry and its services.
Jobs for Guides					
With hospitality, the industry grows and needs more
manpower to interact with guests. Hundreds or even
thousands of jobs are available for the guides at the
tourist destinations. They guide and interpret the
culture and stories of local community for the guests.
Jobs for human translators are also available to perform
the duty of guides in different languages. It will help
the foreign tourists to gain as much entertainment out
of the visit as possible despite the language barriers.
Improvement in Infrastructure			
The industry of hospitality and tourism can stimulate
the building of infrastructure such as roads and public
transportation. It can also invest in development,
improvement and maintenance of the already available
services with the generated revenues due to boost in
local Industries.
Role of Hospitality					
So it is clear that we need to cultivate the hospitality
sector as much as possible because the more local
shops, restaurants, markets, accommodation and
recreational centres are accessible to tourists, greater
will be the increase in business for local sellers and
service providers.
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December 9, 1917 ca
Fall of Jerusalem
12/60

The Last Muslim army before Britian occupied Jerusalem
10/60

Jerusalem, ca. 1912
11/60

December 9, 1917 - Jerusalem`s surrender party
led by its Ottoman mayor, Hussein al-Husseini
(holding the cane), surrender to Sergeants
Sedgewick and Hurcomb of the London Regiment
and formally handover the control of Jerusalem to
Britain, after the Ottoman Army had withdrawn
overnight (Dec 8/9) and abandoned the city.

November 2, 1917 ca Balfour Declaration
22

Per several accounts, al-Husseini attempted to
surrender six times on December 9. The first four
attempts involved low-rank British soldiers who
were either confused or did not have clear orders
yet; the fifth and sixth were with Brig. Gen.C.F.
Watson at 9:30 a.m. and then with Maj. Gen. John
Shea on behalf of General Edmund Alienby at 11
a.m.
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December 11, 1917 ca
Occupation of Jerusalem

15/60
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December 11, 1917 - General Edmund Allenby,
1st Viscount Allenby, Commander of the British
Empire`s Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF),
enters Jerusalem

December 11, 1917 - General Edmund Allenby
delivers Britain`s Proclamation of Martial Law
in Jerusalem in sever languages from the steps
of the ancient citadel (Tower of David)
16/60
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December 11, 1917 - General Edmund Allenby
enters the Old City on foot, signaling he was a
pilgrim to the Holy City, through the Jaffa Gate
24

The Crusaders are back in control...
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The Crusaders are back in control...

Addition of another day to change.
One can raise a question, ponder on what is available
and experienced/observed. Offer an opinion, submit
an alternative and suggest; when asked.
See No ‘judgment’ yet!
Life would still be busy to yield, deliver and be
benevolent.
Be a judge when asked. So wait a little.
Let the complainant and the respondent to request
you.
bakhtiar
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KARACHI

Please review and don`t go around the same
roundabout today. Set a destination. Being walking
only, is not the purpose of life.
Otherwise having walked for 24 hrs, you will still
be at the same place.
Wishing you Godspeed.
32
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c. Three. Reflect, Question and Ponder. There are yet fewer people who think
deeply, reflect, and ponder on what they see. They are His praiseworthy people.
They question, discover and explore on what they find, observe and experience
in His universe. They do not need a push or a goad by a speaker, author or the
presenter. “3:190. Lo! In the creation of the heavens and the earth and (in) the
difference of night and day are tokens (of His sovereignty) for men of understanding, 191. Such
as remember Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining, and consider the creation of the heavens and
the earth, (and say): Our Lord! Thou createdst not this in vain. Glory be to Thee! Preserve us
from the doom of Fire Al-Imran Quran.” And He continues, “45:3. Lo! in the heavens and the
earth are portents for believers. 4. And in your creation, and all the beasts that He scattered in the
earth, are portents for a folk whose faith is sure. 5. And the difference of night and day and the
provision that Allah sendeth down from the sky and thereby quickeneth the earth after her death,
and the ordering of the winds, are portents for a people who have sense. 6. These are the portents
of Allah which We recite unto thee (Muhammad) with truth. Then in what fact, after Allah and
His portents, will they believe? Al-Jathiya Quran”.

So let us conclude, ‘Question’; the prime and fundamental role it plays in one’s growth. Above
brief may help your attention, and raise question about your faith, habit and consequently the
practice of ‘asking’. Since it summarizes the significance of thinking deeply, and making an
effort to dig deeper and wider to learn and grow, to be better than yesterday. May this attempt
help you to widen your study1 thus you start making the best of what you listen to, or read thru
journals, magazines and books. May it help you be far more benevolent and contributing to His
universe and the creations herein.											
Let me close with a question for all of my worthy readers:							
Q. How many of you have raised a question about an unknown or partially seen or read, and, or
half understood traffic rule, sign or symbol, in last one week or fortnight?
1

Hakeem, B. (2020). Life, Do you Question, Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Islamabad. pp.38-40.

My Dear worthy reader, here I commence with a 'How to Series'. First is 'How to Listen'. It will
be followed by 'How to Disagree', 'How to Agree' and finally 'How to be Interesting'. May it prove
to be valuable lessons in Communication Skills.
Bakhtiar

AWT Plaza, The Mall Rawalpindi. Tel: 92-51-9272400-4, Fax: 92-51-9272394

www.awt.com.pk

