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CAREER COUNSELING - HOW IMPORTANT IT IS

"Give people enough guidance to make the decisions
you want them to make. Don't tell them what to do, but
encourage them to do what is best." - Jimmy Johnson
(American Football Coach)

Often wrong career choices (either when selecting the field
or the job itself) have lead to failure, low morale, depression
and even suicide. There are a number of reasons for this such
as:
a. Unable to identify the area of interest
b. Choice imposed by parents
c. Lack of options at institutes (in terms of subjects)
d. Limited jobs
e. Bad luck
However to some extent this can be remedied through career
counseling. Let us take a look as to how.
What is Career Counseling?
Career Counseling is a means of facilitating students in
choosing the right field and individuals in finding the right
job. The primary purpose of career counseling is to help you
understand and discover yourself, so you can be successful
in whatever you do in life. It encompasses areas such as
student development, learning strategies, career planning,
career exploration, career placement, career change, personal
career development and many others.
Career Counseling in Pakistan
Career Counseling is being practiced in Pakistan for over a
decade now. One can find that Career Counseling departments
have been established in many leading universities. However
there is a long way to go still as the percentage is very low
in schools and colleges especially government institutions.
What should be achieved by Career Counseling?
Certain goals need to be achieved through counseling. At
school and college level it should help students in:
a. Understanding and recognizing academic aptitudes as
well other talents. (One way of doing this is by arranging
competitions and exhibitions for every subject)
b. Overcoming weaknesses and problem areas
c. Entry test preparation and recommendation of
appropriate colleges and universities
d. At university level it should help students in:
e. Understanding and recognizing their personal abilities
and academic strengths
f. Improving their decision-making skills
g. Self-assessment and identifying practical goals
h. Evaluating job offers
i. Recognizing good work opportunities and potential
employers
A number of activities are helpful at each level which are
currently in practice in some institutes. For students in
schools and colleges, aptitude tests, questionnaires and self
appraisal exercises can provide a way of highlighting their
potential, skills, interests and personality. They can prove

to be useful for the counselor who can
assess the suitability of different subject
combinations and university course
selections as well as review the results
with the students and make suggestions
as to what would be the best choices for
them.
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While for university students, on-campus job fairs,
workshops, lectures on resume writing, interviewing skills
as well presentation skills and job search strategies are some
of the ways that could facilitate them in finding and securing
a good job. The main aim of such practical activities is
to assist students and the companies in weighing options
and making the right choice to meet their requirements.
Selecting the first job with sensibility and care is a crucial
when starting a career.
Role of Parents
Parents also have a responsibility. In the early years they
should engage their children in activities (while being part
of them as well) that can help them in judging their mental
and physical capacity. They should also make an effort to
practically assess the child’s aptitude and therefore when
they grow up should keep an open mind by giving them the
freedom of choosing a field they think they can excel in.
Even if counseling is not available at school or college, they
should act as counselors, and be supportive and encouraging
in whatever choice their child makes. They should definitely
not pressurize their child into choosing a field he or she are
not good at or is not interested in. For example there have
been numerous instances where boys after completing their
medicine or engineering end up pursuing a totally different
field. The reason being that they were forced to do it in the
first place. So parents should not ask their child to take up
a field just because they think it would be a good choice, or
it was something they had wanted to do but were unable to
do so and are now trying to fulfill their dream through them.
This has a negative effect on the child’s productivity as well
as psychology.
Conclusion
Therefore career counseling should be a part of every
institute and should be practiced at home as well. A wider
range of career counseling programs should be initiated so
that the potential of students can be assessed and that their
talent pool is tapped into accordingly. It is essential that
we provide our youth with correct guidance, and it is the
responsibility of professionals and experts to steer them in
the right direction, in the respective fields that they can excel
in, which would not only be beneficial for them but for the
country as well.
And for those of you who do not have any such service
available at your school, college or university, then there are
several career guidance websites and career advice resources
that can be found on the Internet as well. (The End)
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EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader how are you.
Political polarity has been
on the increase since swearing-in of
the present government. It was then
Bakhtiar
Jul 2018, and over this period it has
now reached to an extent of intense
strife. PTI was a contestant before coming into power.
Having become PM; the epitome and a symbol for all
Pakistanis, the chief executive of the govt should have
risen above. This supreme identity, ‘Pakistan’, has
either been diluted or diminished or at least placed on
the back burner. Constitution, rule of law and supremacy
of Elected Houses should be held supreme. How can a
PM tell any other Pakistani that I will put you behind
bars! Has he been hearing the case and now ready to
announce his judgment as the justice? A PM can at best
take the charged or suspected culprits to the courts of
law and that to through the Attorney General.
Some part of the problem can be assigned to our system
of the govt i.e. parliamentary democracy. Where a
specific number of seats in the NA is a must to stay
in power. And this hold can be maintained through
compromise, forming govt in the biggest, and or majority
of provinces. Thus in the battle of being Pakistani vs.
Hold on the rule, foretold result governs the behavior
in contesting all forms and levels of elections, selection
of pivotal positions like chairman NAB, CJ, and in the
provinces, chief secretaries and IGs.
Panama Papers four years ago jolted our govt. 459
names of Pakistanis did not include the name of Mian
Nawaz Sharif. But somehow it was engraved along with
the Panama Leaks (Papers), in the brains of the majority
of population and may be of judges as well. One more;
a dark chapter of our judicial conviction results; none
out of 459 were punished! Should judiciary be blamed
or the government. It is now time for Pandora Papers.
Like past, we again hear the names and the relations;
sister of …, brother of someone and wife of big shot?
And this time the list is 700 strong. How can the father,
brother, or husband, or son of a charged person be
responsible or charged? Not at all; if more than one
person has committed the crime and are suspected as
a group or team, all would be an accomplice; and are
to be called and labeled as such and not by biological
relations. Be it by relations, all my charge sheets please
be marked to my father, Adam pbuh!
The current situation and the recent developments in

the region are indeed a momentous turn in history. No
less than four excellent articles have been included
in this Issue. These are very high-quality studies on
current Afghanistan and the aftermath. If you wish to
study opportunities created and generated in post-US
occupation, study the article by Lt Gen N K Lodhi.
What are the ramifications and the fall-out of the
establishment of the govt by victorious Taliban? He
concluded into three scenarios, and how Pakistan can
play its role in each. Put together it makes a wonderful
map for the way-forward.
If the worthy reader is interested in an all-encompassing
summary of the recent past and the current Afghanistan;
study the Message from the Desk of Chairman. He has
started from the strategic plans of neo-cons till the
defeat in Aug and the probable outcomes. The learned
writer is hopeful to see positive results of how regional
powers have shown convergence of understanding.
Study the salient points jotted down by the Ex-DG
ISI and first chairman of TFP, based on which he
contributed in a webinar. Hopefully, it will lead you to
‘Getting Afghanistan Right’.
The sad withdrawal of the superpower is the point of
focus by Maj Gen Inamul Haq. He attributes it to the
grand confusion of USA on the issue. Dr. Saira has
discussed at length and in detail decades-long relations
and the role of Pakistan with its western neighbor. These
two countries are interlocked not only by over 2,500km
long common border but culturally, historically, and by
religion.
Dr. Samiullah Malik is an outstanding civil engineer,
a scholar and a writer par excellence. Even superior
are his virtues as a campaigner, as a soldier of Islam,
Pakistan and more than that of Kashmir. Study his
classic tribute to Syed Ali Gilani. Here is the summary
of his life-long struggle for 		
. Sure the news
of freedom of IHK will reach his soul in the heavens.
Please read the review on the book, 		
by Gen
Mirza Aslam Beg. Study the article by Gen Beg;
. The scribe has dwelt on Unity; by the purpose
of life, by the objectives set as sub-set of life. However,
plurality and diversity can never be ignored. These
should be viewed and used as tens and scores of faculties
of all nature and levels. A body of people would need
these all, to achieve higher, superior and
tougher objectives.
3

FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
The plan to destabilise and rob
the resources of the Muslim world
and to neo-colonize the Muslims
was conceived by the American
team of eight neo-cons under the
influence of Zionists led Illuminati
in 1996. Seven Muslim countries
Brig Asif Haroon Raja
were earmarked to be targeted.
To find an excuse to invade Afghanistan, which didn’t
figure out in the initial plan but was put as number one
target in Sept 2001, an event similar to Pearl Harbor
had to be staged which had provoked the reluctant USA
to join the 2nd world war.
9/11 was engineered and in this 2977 American civilians
and immigrants working in World Trade Center were
sacrificed to enrage the American public and to arouse
their sentiments to the pitch of frenzy. Emotions of the
dead crusade were revitalized.
This monstrous plan was conceived and executed with
a view to make the 21st century as the century of Great
America and to let the USA rule the world unchallenged
for next 100 years. Muslim specific terrorism was
coined since Islam had been termed as the biggest
threat to the western capitalist system and unjust world
order after the demise of communism in Russia.
War on terror was used as a tool to decimate targeted
countries. Ironically, Pakistan which was made
a coalition partner and had greatly facilitated the
occupation of Afghanistan by the US-NATO-Northern
Alliance forces in Oct 2001, was forced to fight proxies
funded, trained and equipped by RAW and NDS under
the patronage of CIA in Afghanistan. It was never a
partner but a target and extraction of its nuclear teeth
was the main objective of Indo-US-Israel-Afghan
nexus.
The other tools used by the imperialist forces were
of sectarianism, proxy wars and regime changes by
fomenting chaos.
Another anti-human plan made by the Illuminati was
to depopulate the world through a virus and vaccine.
Images shown on the US dollar notes One to 100 and
interviews of some leading western doctors give an
idea that Covid-19 could be a conspiracy, although it
cannot be stated as a gospel truth. Anti-vaccine protests
in some European countries such as UK and Australia
4
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are gathering momentum.
The US couldn’t have launched its gory plan without
intimate cooperation of segment of population of the
target countries and some puppet regimes of the Muslim
world. Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen, Sudan
and Somalia were destroyed.
The saga of war on terror is now at its tail end after the
humiliating defeat suffered by the US led coalition in
Afghanistan where they fought a relentless war against
the Taliban for 20 years but had to quit in disgrace in
the last August.
Irrespective of the defeat, the US controlled by the
Zionists and Military Industrial Complex have not
abandoned their sinister objectives and would continue
with its indirect strategy to create instability in the AfPak region as well as in the Middle East.
Major tussle for hegemony will be between the US and
its allies pitched against China-Russia-North Korea
block. Both antagonists are upgrading their weaponry
to overawe the other. New alliances are shaping up.
India and Israel, the two cat paws of USA driven
by their own grand ambitions would continue to
hatch conspiracies against Pakistan and Palestine
respectively and are not likely to tone down their policy
of bloodletting of Kashmiris and Palestinians.
Afghanistan under the Taliban is of special concern
for the US and India, both having spent a lot, and
desperately wanting to retain a toehold and influence
in the war-ravaged country so as to not to allow their
rivals to fill-up the power vacuum. Joined by the West,
efforts are in hand to demean and unsettle the Taliban
regime through disinformation and economic war till
such time it agrees to fall in line.
Instability in Afghanistan has a direct bearing on
Pakistan which has suffered the consequences for the
last 40 years. To make the volatile neighbor peaceful,
Pakistan has been going an extra mile to restore peace
and order in Afghanistan. However, the spoilers are
leaving no stone unturned to promote disorder in
Afghanistan and to keep fueling terrorism in Pakistan
which they consider chiefly responsible for the victory
of Taliban and defeat of the western forces. They plan
to punish both.
Pakistan was first blamed for being either incompetent
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or in collusion with the Taliban and Al-Qaeda and for
providing safe havens to the Haqqani network. It was
coerced to do more. During the peace talks and after the
historic Doha peace deal, Pakistan was pressed to force
the victorious Taliban to agree to the terms of defeated
USA.
And now it is blamed for giving a helping hand to
the new regime in Kabul to settle down and is being
pressured to force the Taliban to form an inclusive
government, which should include the collaborators
and also to allow full liberty to the women. The US
and India cannot hope to maintain their influence in
Afghanistan without the support of Northern Alliance
elements who had been heaped with heavy pays, perks
and privileges for two decades.
Pakistan has redoubled efforts to convince the Taliban
to include Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazaras as well as
few women in the interim set-up if they want the
international community to extend recognition and
financial support to them.
The fledgling regime in Kabul is in a quandary. On one
hand it is up against plethora of complex issues. Food
and financial crises have reached dangerous proportions
due to freezing of 9.5 billion dollars in the US banks
and suspension of financial assistance by the IMF and
World Bank.
The foremost need is to restore law and order and
provide security to the people. The newly formed
Islamic Emirate has to give salaries to the salaried class
and food to the downtrodden. Ethnic divisions that
were deliberately widened and relations estranged by
the occupiers are another challenge.
These challenges cannot be tackled with the enemies
sitting in the corridors of power, loyal to the US
and India. An exclusive set-up totally dedicated to
HaibatullahAkhundzada and attached to Sharia can
possibly turn the political, cultural and economic tides
in favor as was the case with the military challenge.
No victorious military force in recent history has ever
forgiven it’s foes after humbling them in the battlefield.
The Taliban have done it in spite of suffering at the
hands of the collaborators for 20 years. For 12 years
about 10,000 Taliban leaders and fighters languished in
horrible torture dens of Bagram and other provincial
capital jails. No mercy was shown to them. Even then

they displayed extraordinary generosity and revived
the tradition set by our Holy Prophet Muhammad pbuh
after the conquest of Mecca, by pardoning the foes and
granting general amnesty.
It was a result of these humane gestures exhibited in the
captured areas which impelled the ANA to surrender
without putting up a fight. It was due to refusal of the
ANA to fight back which destroyed the narratives of
the spoilers envisaging bloody fights and exodus of
urbanites.
The Taliban have not refused to include other ethnic
groups in the future government, but want a little longer
time, which is not being given by the western world.
Instead of appreciating a big change in the attitudes
and behavior of the Taliban, they are being slurred and
vested groups are trying to convey to the world that the
new Taliban are similar to the old Taliban in outlook
and demeanor.
It is a matter of satisfaction to note that Pak govt is
dispatching relief goods and medicines for the people of
Afghanistan in their hour of distress and are trading in
local currencies. PM Imran Khan is trying to convince
the world to come forward and help the new regime
to settle down instead of isolating it which will have
negative consequences.
Growing understanding between the regional states
and six immediate neighbors of Afghanistan in which
Pakistan is playing a lead role is highly commendable
and should be continued. Regional cooperation is the
only way to get rid of western influence and support
which had always been condition based.
Given the dangerous mindset of our adversaries who
miss no opportunity to degrade Pakistan as was seen
from the sudden cancellation of NZ cricket series. And
after the series and recent anti-Pakistan bill moved in
the US Senate aimed at imposing sanctions on Pakistan.
It is high time to put an end to political wrangling and
to put own house in order. The ruling party and the
opposition must shun their differences and forge unity
to face the external threats jointly.
Brig Asif Haroon (Retd) is a war veteran, defence &
security analyst, international columnist & author of five
books. He is Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director
Measac Research Centre, member CWC PESS.
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FLUID SITUATION IN
AFGHANISTAN
WHAT SHOULD PAKISTAN DO ?
Some would offer a simple and
easiest answer to the question
posed. “Wait and pray, keep
helping them to communicate with
each other to form a Broad Based
Government.”Is that enough? Don’t
get me wrong; I am definitely not Lt Gen Retd. Naeem
Khalid Lodhi
suggesting poking our nose in their
politics or taking sides unnecessarily. We should rather
immediately assess if there is a space and opportunity
to embark upon activities that could bring the two
brotherly countries closer in the long run. Concentrate
on the plight and the requirements of the people of
Afghanistan, the Afghans, under the prevailing trying
times.
Let us for a moment imagine and build different
Scenarios that could emerge from the present misty
situation:
Scenario One (Best). Afghans succeed in their
endeavours to evolve a broad based inclusive
government, enjoying the support of the majority
of people. And this happens within next two to three
weeks without use of force and much of bloodshed.
The reasonable and benign attitude of Taliban towards
evacuation of foreigners, sticking to their promises
regarding reigning in terrorism, attitude towards
women and girls, and non harassment of minorities
and political opponents, continues. Next they go on
organising an effective administrative machinery to
enforce their writ over all the nooks and corners of
the Country. Seek good relations with neighbouring
countries and world at large, keeping adherence to
well established International Laws specially to which
Afghanistan is a signatory. This would immediately
give them instant recognition by at least a dozen of
countries led by Russia and China. Others also likely
to follow suit with intermittent delays, but the number
keeps increasing. Initial sanctions are lifted with the
passage of time and frozen assets gradually released.
Such a Scenario may change the entire texture of this
Country and the region in six to ten years. It may
emerge as an economic bonanza. Main beneficiaries
6

likely to be China, Russia, Iran, Pakistan, immediate
and distant neighbours. Western countries are likely to
also join rather than missing the opportunity or leaving
an open field to others.
( Too good to be true? )
Scenario Two (Worst). Taliban lower tiers and foot
soldiers get fed up from the delays of forming
an acceptable Governance arrangements and soft
behaviour of leadership towards local political and
military opponents, and foreign troops trying to
extend their stay under various pretexts. Shortages of
food and cash may incite civil strife and large scale
demonstrations. Local and international detractors
taking advantage of the situation further support and
fuel such insurrections and the entire country sinks
in the abyss of anarchy and bloody feuds. Only few
countries come to their rescue and world at large act
as bystanders or maligning Taliban for all the events,
and a massive anti Taliban world movement emerges.
Economic resurgence remains a dream and everything
moves back down to square one.
( Most Unlikely to happen )
Scenario Three (Middle Course). Stand offs between
various ethnic and sectarian groups do not degenerate
into physical skirmishes bur remain simmering thus
delaying formation of inclusive political set up.
Nevertheless a semi inclusive political dispensation
generally acceptable to major ethnic groups is formed
and a working governance set up is created. Some areas
remain restive. Detractors ( local and international) keep
trying to aggravate the situation but a strong group of
countries led by China, Russia etc help in keeping things
under control. Not all but many countries gives them
recognition. Economic activities take off sluggishly but
surely , thus slowly taking out the Country from political
and economic morass. And Afghanistan survives as
another third world country with frequent political and
economic breakdowns, nevertheless keeps on track
and remains in tact. Remains an average attraction for
investors and maintains a mid level economic activity.
( Most Probable with a bit of glimpses of Scenario
One)
Whether it is Scenario One, Three or a combination,
Pakistan needs to brace up for some immediate activities
and many more actions after the formation of a stable
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Government. Our first and foremost premise should be
that we are dealing with a close neighbouring country
Afghanistan and not with a political or military faction,
even if they are the main stakeholders.
Immediate Undertakings. Afghan brothers will
soon be facing a difficult situation comprising food
scarcity, shortage of hard cash and absence of experts
in various technical and professional fields. Pakistan
must rush to alleviate these shortfalls to the best of
our capacity and abilities. Our geographical bondage,
tribal, ethnic, cultural and religious affinities are unlike
any other country of the world. We just cannot remain
unconcerned or unmoved looking at the miseries of our
brothers like other bystanders. We need to act and act
fast. Special imports of wheat, sugar, edible oil, pulses
and tea be carried out on behalf of or for Afghanistan on
credit. Before these things reach our coasts, famine like
situation may already be faced by Afghans. So initially
we may have to use a portion of our reserve food
stocks. This should have started happening yesterday.
Other than Chaman and Torkham , we need to arrange
for barter trade centres and markets all along the fence
where ever we have gates and openings. Small medical
centres by Army and other charity organisations be
mobilised and co-located with these bazaars. Our
diplomatic and political support in terms of facilitations
of communications and coordination with international
community and internal entities should continue,
only if they so desire. Professionals should be lent on
deputation in the fields that the Afghan government
desires. A proper placement bureau be created for that
purpose.
Midterm and Longterm Steps. Pakistan may not be
an advanced Country in terms of technology and
professionals, but thankfully we are way ahead of many
third world and poor countries in terms of institutions,
professionals in the fields of engineering, medical,
IT, Commerce, Armed Forces etc. A large vacuum in
all these fields has been created by the twenty years
of misrule , corruption and the present shift of power.
We need to create special task forces to offer help and
assistance in such fields wherever a request is made by
Afghan Government. Some of the areas where we may
be of immense help are listed below:
1. NADRA Services for data management, profiling
and identification etc.

2. Security and Exchange Commission ( SECP) and
Stock Exchange experts for laying the foundations
of modern Corporate Sector.
3. WAPDA to assist in water and power management
and raising of a similar authority in Afghanistan,
Chairman WAPDA has also suggested raising of a
common Kabul River Management Authority.
4. Chemical and Fertilizer Industry expertise be made
available.
5. Motorcycle and Automobile manufacturing.
6. Sugar and Cotton industry.
7. Banking and Insurance facilities and expertise.
Pakistani banks should immediately open their
branches for ease of businessmen.
8. Organising , maintaining and Training of Armed
forces specially the Airforce.
There can be so many other fields also. Many of
these tasks can be performed by private sector but
the initiative will have to be taken by Government of
Pakistan. For this a special dedicated ministry may be
raised for coordinating all this at the highest level with
promptness and accuracy.
DON’T BE LATE THIS TIME PLEASE. THERE
ARE OTHER COMPETITORS !
And we have the highest stakes. More than money a
political will is the basic requirement.
Introduction. The Author is Ex-Commander Bahawalpur
Corps, Ex-Secrectary Defence, Ex-Chairman TFP and the
current VC of TFP.

STRAY REFLECTIONS
European Christianity
In the sphere of human thought Muhammad, Buddha,
and Kant were probably the greatest revolutionaries. In
the sphere of action Napoleon stands unrivalled. I do not
include Christ among the world’s revolutionaries, since
the movement initiated by him was soon absorbed by
pre-Christian paganism. European Christianity seems
to me to be nothing more than a feeble translation of
ancient paganism in the language of Semitic theology.
Muhammad Iqbal April 1910
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COUNTERING ISLAMOPHOBIA
The post 9/11 era saw unfortunate
conflation of Islam with terrorism,
rise of anti-Muslim politics and
legislations against travel or
migration by Muslims and feminine
Islamic piety (headscarf, veil).
Last year, PM Imran Khan wrote
to leaders of Muslim countries for Lt Gen Raza M Khan
cooperative action to counter Islamophobia (CI) and to
Facebook (FB) CEO, for banning Islamophobia. This
year too, he urged the OIC for a vigorous CI strategy.
These efforts are laudable; however they are not enough
to achieve the preferred outcomes. In 2012, the OIC
approved a TV channel for CI, which has yet to see the
light of the day. It has also called on the UN and EU High
Commissions for Human Rights to monitor the issue
and urged the UNGA to declare Islamophobia as a form
of racism; but in vain. Consequently, Islamophobia is
expanding and sometimes morphing into other, similar
contemporary forms, such as racism and xenophobia. It
continues to be motivated by unfounded fears, hatred
of Islam and the Muslim’s way of life. It is manifested
in the west and India through antagonistic public
discourse, negative media portrayals and stereotyping,
such as "Islamic terrorism" and "Islamic bombs", which
is fueling misperception of Islam and anti-Muslim
prejudices. Media biases in the US are documented by
the Universities of Georgia and Alabama that compared
coverage of attacks by Muslim militants, with those
of non-Muslims in the US for a decade and found that
the former receive 357% more media attention than
the latter. In 2008, Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
("FAIR") published a study, which cites false claims
by mainstream journalists, authors and academics that
destructive traits were an inherent part of Muslims'
moral makeup. FAIR also established that “hate-funding is inciting--- attacks on mosques—and new
laws discriminating against Muslims in America”. Much
of this is also acknowledged in the 2012 book, ‘The
Islamophobia Industry: How the Right Manufactures
Fear of Muslims’. The book discloses that the tide of
Islamophobia, sweeping through Europe and the US “is
designed and executed through conservative bloggers,
right-wing talk show hosts, evangelical religious
leaders and politicians”. Besides, a US legal advocacy
NGO (SPLC), reported presence of ninety Islam and
8

Muslim hate groups in the country and in Europe; and
that many cases of arson and violence have occurred,
due to hateful political comments on influx of Muslim
migrants in EU. In India, Islamophobia is widespread
and mainstream since the rulers have declared Islam
and all their 209 million Muslims citizens subservient
to Hindus and adversaries. They are lynched on
suspicion of storing beef and forced to chant the Hindu
slogan “Jai Shri Ram”. Further, since the fall of Kabul
in August, the hashtag #GoToAfghanistan targeting
Muslims is trending on Indian social media, a repeat
of the #GoToPakistan campaign launched earlier. This
is part of the BJP and RSS strategy for political gains
and those who dare to challenge it are labelled foreign
agents and trolled on social media. Also, according to
HRW and UN reports, religious bigotry is a common
denominator for institutional discrimination, hate
crimes, arbitrary detention, torture, and ethno-religious
“cleansing” of Muslims in numerous countries.
As the current CI measures are ineffectual, too little
or too late, an innovative, multi-faceted response
toolkit is necessary for the purpose, which could
encompass at least the following fifteen items: All
reactionary CI strategies, which simply rely on repeated
condemnation of terror attacks or seek to dissociate
these from Islam, must be thoroughly rationalized, as
they seem to be falling on deaf ears and sometimes
elicit the opposite reaction. The UNHRC Resolution
(July 2020), that endorses limitations on freedom of
opinion and expression and “--- prohibits advocacy
of -- religious hatred, both online and offline, (and)-incitement to discrimination”, must be frequently
invoked. CI movements and endeavors by Muslim
governments and individuals must set off broader
reckoning against racism, hate speech and holding
politicians accountable for odious rhetoric against
Muslims. Contributions of Muslims to the society
must be highlighted while deconstructing, dominant
Islamophobia narratives and reconstructing new,
positive and realistic descriptions, around Muslims.
Islamophobic attitudes and discriminatory projects
must be challenged at the UN and contextualized via
NGOs, media and academic discourse. Fake stories
that Islam and Muslims constitute a demographic threat
or pose the risk of conversion of the native population
must be exposed. Inter-cultural cordiality and interfaith harmony between Muslims and non-Muslims must
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be emphasized. While expounding Muslim plurality,
chronicles of their singularity must be challenged and
feminist initiatives and gender equality promoted. Legal
measures must be pursued and funded at the national
and international levels to counter institutionalized
Islamophobia and sacrilegious media content; besides
challenging these through writing letters to newspaper
and magazine editors. CI campaigns, marches and
vigils must be organized, led and attended by Muslim
communities, who must encourage family members
and friends to join such initiatives. Vigorous drives
on social media must be launched against anti-Islamic
and xenophobic state policies or treating sporadic
violence by individual Muslims as a monolithic Islamic
phenomenon. The OIC must caution and penalize India
for state sponsored Islamophobia and alienation of
the world’s third largest Muslim population. It must
also warn countries where Islamophobia prevails, that
their policies could permanently estrange their Muslim
population, endangering their societal cohesion
and national security. The OIC has tremendous
potential and clout as the second largest international
organization after the UN, comprising 2 billion people,
holding two-thirds of global oil and gas reserves and
a combined GDP of US$23 trillion. It must use this
influence resolutely for cooperative CI measures. If it
dithers on this obligation, it risks losing its claim of the
“collective voice of the Muslim world”. Individually
too, OIC member countries, Muslim media, journalists,
academia and citizens must contribute resources and
time to this cause as Muslim minorities around the
world are in great distress. Finally, all those who truly
believe in equality of human beings, must commit now,
to counter and contain the peril of Islamophobia.
Introduction. The Author is the Former President of NDU.

THE POWER OF KINDNESS

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same
hospital room. One man was allowed to sit up in
his bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain the
fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room's
only window. The other man had to spend all his
time flat on his back. The men talked for hours on
end. They spoke of their wives and families, their
homes, their jobs, their involvement in the military
service, where they had been on vacation.

Every afternoon when the man in the bed by the
window could sit up, he would pass the time by
describing to his roommate all the things he could
see outside the window. The man in the other bed
began to live for those one-hour periods where his
world would be broadened and enlivened by all the
activity and color of the world outside.
The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake.
Ducks and swans played on the water while children
sailed their model boats. Young couples walked arm
in arm amidst flowers of every color and a fine view
of the city skyline could be seen in the distance.
As the man by the window described all this
in exquisite detail, the man on the other side of
the room would close his eyes and imagine the
picturesque scene.
One warm afternoon the man by the window
described a parade passing by. Although the other
man couldn't hear the band - he could see it. In
his mind's eye as the gentleman by the window
portrayed it with descriptive words. Days and weeks
passed. One morning, the nurse arrived to bring
water for their baths only to find the lifeless body of
the man by the window, who had died peacefully in
his sleep. She was saddened and called the hospital
attendants to take the body away.
As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man
asked if he could be moved next to the window.
The nurse was happy to make the switch, and after
making sure he was comfortable, she left him alone.
Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one
elbow to take his first look at the real world outside.
He strained to slowly turn to look out the window
beside the bed. It faced a blank wall.
The man asked the nurse what could have compelled
his deceased roommate who had described such
wonderful things outside this window. The nurse
responded that the man was blind and could not
even see the wall. She said, "Perhaps he just wanted
to encourage you."
Moral: There is tremendous happiness in making
others happy, despite our own situations. Shared
grief is half the sorrow, but happiness when shared,
is doubled. If you want to feel rich, just count all the
things you have that money can't buy.
People will forget what you said... People will
forget what you did... But people will never
forget how you made them feel...
Editor
9
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GETTING AFGHANISTAN
RIGHT
This is the most burning topic these
days. Here is the contribution by
the learned author in a webinar
on the subject. Following are the
stepping stones. Editor
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

My quest started over a half Lt Gen Asad Durrani
century ago.
November1968, driving back to Pakistan, I entered
Afghanistan from the West. Between Islam Qila
and Herat, I was ambushed by a police post and
persuaded to give their boss a lift.
Learnt the first Lesson about the country on the
very first night: Even a favour the Afghans take at
the gun point.
Drive the next day through the country side,
interspersed by hill ranges and valleys, taught me
the second lesson: in Afghanistan you’re never over
the hump – just as one has negotiated one hurdle;
there is the inevitable next climb.
Years later, when challenged to help untie the
Afghan Knott, both these lessons kept coming back
to haunt me; but then there were other puzzles to
resolve as well.
A country that successfully fights back mighty
external powers –indeed suffers fissures in the
process – why does it defy all efforts to put the
Humpty back together?
Geographical configuration; historical experience;
tribal and other divides; may have provided some
answers – also its reputation as The Crossroads
of History, Graveyard of Empires, and Bermuda
Triangle East.
But another phenomenon continued to amaze me.
Its Big Neighbour in the East – even when it became
a Nuclear Weapon State, had to live in the shadows
of the troublesome country in the West.
As Defence Attache in Germany, the special
treatment meted out to me was because Afghanistan
was under Soviet occupation.
A few years after the Soviet withdrawal, I was back
as Ambassador. Didn’t get much attention till told
that I was once tasked to disentangle the Afghan
riddle.
10

•

Post 9/11, indeed it was the limelight on Afghanistan
in which we basked – and whenever anyone said
“Pakistan was an important country”, it meant
“only if it played the West’s ball in Afghanistan”.
• And since we didn’t, their governments remain
angry with us – but the people who’re always wiser
than their rulers, have turned their guns against the
latter. Serves them right.
• Reminds me of Churchill who once said: “America
can be counted upon to ultimately do the right thing,
but before that it must exhaust all other options.
• Indeed, the US got it finally right: It made a deal
with the Taliban and handed them over the power
– and its arsenal
• And now it’s our turn to get it right but could do
so only if we can prove another Churchillian rule
wrong: “anyone who claims to know what the
Afghans would do next, must get his/her head
examined”.
• I think we have done one better
• Over the last over a decade, we have tried to create
a coalition of the willing: Iran, Turkey, Russian,
China, and Pakistan.
• Our only challenge is to make it work: join hands to
help the Taliban:
• bring other Afghan factions on board
• Save the country from the spoilers
• And mobilise resources to make Afghanistan a
			 viable state.
• It will also help this gang of five to position itself
better for the inevitable clash of the titans – the US
& China
• The most willing partners that we will find to
accomplish this miracle are the Taliban.
• If their performance of the last two decades both on
and off the battlefield was any guide, they would
respond to all good advice – but must of course be
seen to take their own decisions.
• In the process, no country needs to worry about any
ideological or physical fallout from Afghanistan’s
Lt Gen Muhammad Asad Durrani, Ex DG ISI and Ex
Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan.
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AFGHANISTAN AND THE SAD
CONFUSION OF A SUPER POWER

earning respect, adulation and love in the process…the
most valuable human assets.

Dear America! What has gone
wrong? Why are your most loyal
allies in the West calling you a
‘regional power’ and no more a
‘super power’? Is the inevitable
cycle of history entailing the ‘rise
and fall of the empires’ finally
catching up with you? Your power Maj Gen Inam-ul-Haq
was benign. It would support the underdog…it would
side with the weak…it would stand for principles, rights
and equality…at least that is how it was made to appear
to the humanity outside the US of A. The American
power ostensibly spoke and stood for the right in true
Christian and especially the protestant spirit.

America, one still adores your good-natured citizenry,
too absorbed in their own world of crossword puzzles
and local sports. God-fearing folks… too gullible for
their WASP (White Anglo-Saxon Protestant) elite to
take advantage of their naivety.

America was a refuge for the persecuted religious
minorities from Europe and elsewhere in its formative
years. That spirit lives on - although in a dwindling
manner - in the Mormons, among the reclusive
Amish community and among many other sects and
communities…that once upon a time, went impatiently
into your warm embrace from around the world.
America, you gave birth to the internet and technology
that benefits millions around the world in jobs, in
education, in entertainment and in simple leisure.
America…one still remembers that hot and sultry
July afternoon in 1967, being glued to the transistor
radio, listening to the live broadcast of the first human
(and American) landing on the moon…feeling part of
history.
America, your universities were incubators for ideas for
the restless from around the world; changing their lives
for good and benefiting their countries in the process;
and enriching your cultural life. Children of yesteryears
in Afghanistan, Pakistan and other developing nations’
schools for example, would fondly remember the
hand-shake on the USAID provided milk ‘gallons’, an
American health initiative to deal with malnutrition.
Hollywood - not the politicized Hollywood of today
- would light up many a stale night around the world
through its numerous blockbusters.
America, you fought tyranny in the world wars,
emancipated millions from the yoke of slavery. And
rebuilt continents with your money and your expertise,

When President Roosevelt was advised not to attend
(due to poor health) the Yalta Conference for a final
settlement ending World War II and reconstruct Europe,
he insisted on personal attendance, preferring America
not to be seen as an ‘arrogant empire’… to borrow from
Fareed Zakariya. America at least that is how you were
perceived, as a moral power.
Why has that moral America lost its moral bearings? It
reneges on its international commitment like the recent
deal with the Taliban to help reconstruct ‘if Taliban
do not allow their country to be used against the US/
West’…to which Taliban are committed. What has
gone wrong with your soul America, that you don’t feel
sorry and ‘genuine remorse’ for bombing weddings and
funerals and unarmed civilians and killing women and
innocent kids - as old as two years - in errant drone
strikes just before leaving Kabul? ‘Genuine remorse’
is followed up by reparations, compensations and
accountability.
Why do you not say sorry and forcefully intercede to
correct your errors of judgment in Iraq, Libya, Syria,
Afghanistan and potentially Iran? Why has that
benign soul, which not long ago, abhorred the ‘Axis
of Evil’…is instead becoming part of that Axis? After
being bestowed with the strongest military ever by the
same ‘God, in whom we trust’; you are so intoxicated
by your brute force…that your troops run berserk and
out of control, ran-sacking and destroying the sparse
furnishing of an impoverished Afghanistan’s only
functional airport. Is it imperial hubris?
And as an icing on the cake, you leave equipment and
supplies that you could not airlift, disabled and nonoperative…just to become junk in the ‘Graveyard (read
Junkyard) of Empires’. Afghans may one day dedicate
a museum to display the war junk from their own
‘forever wars’.
America, why is your WASP elite - unable to hold
the benevolent principles of your ‘Founding Fathers’11
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allowed such a free rein? Why have you succumbed to
TERRORISM IN PAKISTAN NOT
the dreadful machinations of self-perpetuating, moneyDYING DOWN
savvy WASP elite and neocons…with no light at the
Surge in terrorism in Pakistan
end of a dark tunnel you seem to have entered?
The upsurge in acts of terror
America, the spirit behind creating the UNO, WB and
in Waziristan and interior
IMF was apparently to bridge the North-South divide
Baluchistan is not declining
and inequality. But these are consistently and brazenly
in spite of a radically changed
used as tools of exploitation and neo-imperialism, in
environment in Afghanistan and
the service of your power ‘that does not need a foreign
installation of a fence along the
policy’. As foreign policy is reckoned for those needing
western border. The recurring Brig Asif Haroon Raja
some give and take, to jokey for power.
incidents have caused casualties
America if truly ‘Trust in God’, then beware…there to the security forces. On Aug 18, N/Sub Sonay Zia
would be threats and horrors. You made a deal with was martyred in South Waziristan (SW); on Aug 22,
Taliban, as you found no other alternative to them for CaptKashif embraced martyrdom after his jeep was hit
the future of Afghanistan. The country that you along by an IED; on Aug 27, one terrorist was killed in North
with the other; ‘bold and beautiful’ coerced into service Waziristan (NW); same day, one NCO was martyred in
for decades. All, led by you tried to rule but failed. Lower Dir; on Aug 31, a Sepoy was martyred in Bajaur
And then you try to destabilize it, as much as possible, by terrorists firing from across the border; on Sept 07,
by holding their money as a shameful leverage. The two soldiers were martyred in IED explosion; on Sept
persistent media onslaught and other arm-twisting, of 11, one terrorist was killed and 11 arrested in NW; on
the new rulers of impoverished Afghanistan at the verge Aug 14, two terrorists were killed in NW.
of a humanitarian catastrophe, thrives under your tacit
In less than ten days four intelligence based operations
patronage. America, all Afghans are not thieves and
were launched in SW and NW districts in August. These
leeches like Ashraf Ghani and his poodles…mentored
undesirable activities have taken place from across the
by you, protected by you and placed by you. Taliban
border despite assurances given by the Afghan Taliban
who helped you curl up your tail from Afghanistan may
that Afghan soil will not be allowed for cross border
be your best bet.
terrorism. Some ways will have to be devised to avoid
By considering others expendable, trying to impose casualties of own security forces and to curtail attrition
your will and value system in distant lands, destroying rate.
the beautiful diversity of our only planet, following
Preventive measures by the ISAF
policies supporting climate change and using violence
The US during its occupation of Afghanistan had taken
as the ultimate leverage, will haunt you, get you and
steps to minimize casualties of ISAF troops. These
drown you.
included discontinuation of boots on ground strategy,
The Custer’s last stand at little Bighorn River capping introduction of pilotless drones, keeping engaged
the genocide of native Americans; slavery and racial in peace talks with the Taliban and finally inking the
bigotry; the perceived suppression and domination of Doha agreement on Feb 29, 2020 by virtue of which
Muslims lands and resources; and the blackness of the Taliban refrained from striking foreign troops. The
Guantanamo Bay…are some old and some new demons occupiers made maximum use of airpower and drones
rearing their ugly heads. It may be too late for a course and avoided ground operations, thus saving lives of
correction. The nature’s (we call it Allah) die seems to combatants. While the US commanders succeeded in
be cast.
minimizing war casualties, they failed to defeat their
foes and had to pack up and return home.
The ‘benevolent empire’ is becoming history.
Pakistan’s counter terrorism
Maj Gen Inam Ul Haque (Retd) writes on Global Affairs and
Political Sociology. He can be reached at tayyarinam@hotmail.
In our case, security forces deployed in combat zones
com and his twitter handle @20_Inam.
since 2003 have launched umpteen number of ground
12
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operations whenever actionable intelligence was
received. The cordon, search and destroy operations
exposed the troops to extreme danger from the faceless
enemy hidden within the local population or in high
mountains. Paid terrorists had the advantage of safe exit
routes into Afghanistan. In the face-to-face firefight,
the militants invariably chose their sites judiciously,
providing them a good field of observation and a safe
exit route. The security forces rushing towards the
hideout pointed out by locals or intelligence agencies
often got ambushed or their convoy got hit by IEDs
planted along the roadside.
There was a time when the phenomenon of sudden night
attacks by hundreds of militants encircling the isolated
outposts was common. In some cases the surrounded
posts didn’t receive reinforcement or air support and
often ran out of ammunition. Isolated check posts along
the main roads were also vulnerable to attacks. Over a
period of time, drills and SOPs were perfected to deal
with sudden attacks, ambushes, suicide attacks and
IEDs.
What is upsetting is that after having broken the back
of terrorism and eliminating their safe havens and
command structure, the terrorists based in Afghanistan
are still drawing blood. In most clashes the ratio of
deaths and injuries on both sides is almost equal
and in some cases the terrorists have an upper hand.
Current firefights are taking place in deeper hilly areas
of Waziristan or the treacherous mountains of interior
Baluchistan where the terrorists have an advantage of
fighting from vantage points.
Bitter Realities
We have to take into account certain bitter realities due
to which terrorism is not dying down. These are penned
hereunder:The people of former FATA were highly patriotic
and had taken upon themselves to defend the western
border.
The CIA and FBI were allowed to establish outposts
in FATA to net Al-Qaeda operatives, but they availed
the opportunity to create space for the anti-Pakistan
Tehreek-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP).
The TTP, Lashkar-Islam, and half a dozen Baloch rebel
groups were sponsored by CIA, RAW, NDS. After
the incapacitation of these groups by the Pak security

forces in 2009-11 and again in 2014-16, these fractured
groups were rejuvenated and regrouped by the sponsors
and are still being funded.
Although the Tehreek-Taliban-Afghanistan (TTA) and
TTP had different agendas during the 20-year war,
both being blood relatives and pursuing similar Islamic
ideology, they are natural allies and not adversaries.
Both had fought the Soviets jointly and people of FATA
had welcomed the Afghan Taliban after they were
ousted from power in 2001.
While Pakistan had facilitated the capture of Afghanistan
by the western forces in 2001, it became part of the US
coalition to fight terrorism, took part in war on terror
as the frontline state, and provided Shamsi base to CIA
for drone attacks inside FATA, and two supply routes to
NATO forces throughout the war.
The tribesmen of FATA revolted only when Pakistan
at the behest of the US sent regular troops to SW in
violation of the 1948 agreement. Large number of
military operations and drone war destroyed FATA and
embittered the people.
Drone attack on a religious seminary at Damodala
(Bajaur) in Oct 2006 killing 80 teenaged students,
incorrectly owed by Pakistan, followed by botched up
operation against Lal Masjid in Islamabad in Jul 2007
triggered suicide attacks in urban centres.
Peace deals brokered with the TTP leaders were
sabotaged by the US.
While the Afghan Taliban didn’t target Pakistan, they
looked the other way to the cross border terrorism of
TTP launched from Kunar, Nuristan, Nangarhar, Paktia
and Khost. All these areas were under the control of the
former.
Afghan refugee camps in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Baluchistan have become safe havens for the terrorists
and a big security hazard.
It was after the ghastly attack on a school in Peshawar
on Dec 16, 2014 which impelled the policy makers to
frame a comprehensive 20-point national action plan
(NAP) and establish NACTA for the first time to deal
with the menace of terrorism which by then had become
an existential threat. Military courts were established to
carry out speedy trials of the terrorists.
13
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85% rural and urban terrorism died down; the rest
didn’t since all the terrorist groups from Swat, Bajaur,
Mohmand, SW and NW fled to Afghanistan where they
were provided safe havens and requisite facilities to
regroup and renew acts of terrorism in Pakistan.
Sleeping cells, facilitators and handlers remained
operative in major cities for whom countrywide
Operation RaddulFasaad was launched in 2017.
Absconding MQM leaders and rebellious BalochSardars
were given refuge in the western capitals and patronized.
Prongs of military-civil administration-judiciary
required to stay in step to achieve tangible outcomes
remained out of step. Resultantly, the whole burden of
holding on to the recaptured areas, providing security to
the locals, managing IDP camps and their resettlement,
developing war-ravaged tribal belt and trial of hardened
terrorists came upon the military.
NAP has not been implemented in letter and spirit,
NACTA has become dysfunctional, since the role of
counterterrorism has been assigned to intelligence
agencies.
After recapturing power on Aug 15 this year, the
Taliban released the hardened terrorists of TTP as well
and have so far not put restrictions upon them and have
no intention to hand them over to Pakistan.
The Taliban want Pakistan to emulate their example
of forgiving the foes and have conveyed to Islamabad
to pardon the fugitive TTP members. It is probably in
this context that President Alvi and Foreign Minister
Qureshi have hinted at granting general amnesty to
them in case they agree to surrender, quit terrorism and
their Islamic ideals of converting FATA into Islamic
Emirate and join the mainstream.
Issues at hand
It is still to be seen whether the Taliban regime under
HaibatullahAkhundzada which took oath on Sept 11
will fulfil their pledge to rein in the TTP.
What if terrorism from Afghan soil continue unabated
and what will be the options for Pakistan?
The TTP backed by the Afghan Taliban would be the
most dangerous hypothesis for Pakistan.
The idea of granting general amnesty to the TTP
members is a touchy subject since the families of victims
14

of TTP terrorism may not accept this magnanimity of
the ruling regime. It is also to be seen whether the TTP
accepts Pakistan’s demand of giving up terrorism and
pledging loyalty to the state.
There are some hawkish elements within the ruling
cabal in Kabul which want to settle scores with Pakistan
for its betrayals.
Given the economic crunch and financial and food
crises, would the Taliban live up to the expectations of
the international community and succeed in restoring
semblance of order and much needed stability through
better governance?
Stability in Afghanistan will depend a lot upon the
attitude of the USA, which unlike the Taliban has not
forgiven the Taliban and is recoiling to take revenge for
its humiliation.
Changed coercive tactics of the US
After its narrative of chaos, bloodshed, civil war and
refugee exodus backfired since nothing of the sort
happened in the areas captured by the Taliban in MayJuly 2021, and after they took control of Kabul on
August 15, emphasis of the US shifted to the formation
of a broad-based inclusive government, human and
women rights and threat of Daesh-Kurdistan (K).
Failing to defeat and subdue the Taliban on the
battlefield, the US and its allies are now exerting
economic pressure on the fledgling regime in Kabul
faced with financial and food crises. War of economics
has been launched.
Before departing, vast military equipment in the largest
Bagram airbase was destroyed, Kabul airport which
remained in the control of the US Marines till Aug 31
was made non-operational. Afghanistan’s $ 9.5 billion
in the US banks was frozen, foreign exchange reserves
in the central bank in Kabul stolen, and the flow of IMF
and World Bank funds suspended.
A malicious propaganda campaign has been unleashed
to debase the Taliban. Fake stories of rapes, killings and
women rights violations are in circulation with a view
to undermine the humanitarian program of the Taliban.
The world is being fed with the idea that there is no
change in the new Taliban and they are as ruthless and
irreconcilable as the old Taliban of the 1990s.
Drama of Kabul airport was enacted to create mayhem
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in Kabul and to show to the world that the Afghans
hated uncivilized Taliban. Five Afghans died trying to
board the flight.
A suicide bomber of Daesh-K was used to bomb Kabul
airport on Aug 25, which took lives of 175 Afghans
and 13 US Marines. It provided an excuse to the US to
drone two so-called havens of terrorists on Aug 26 and
29 in which innocent civilians died.
The CIA-RAW created Daesh-K has been activated
and it has started its terror activities in various cities of
Afghanistan.
After propagating that Pak Army troops had militarily
supported the Taliban offensive, Panjshir was made
into an issue. The last stronghold which the Indo-US
joined by Tajikistan wanted to exploit was seized by
the Taliban on Sept 6. Indo-western media joined by
Iran is wrongly blaming Pakistan Army and air force
for helping the Taliban in capturing Panjshir.
The Afghan interim set-up is Taliban heavy with two
portfolios given to a Tajik and an Uzbek, both affiliated
with the Taliban. It is unacceptable to the US. Although
more Tajiks and Uzbeks along with the Hazaras are
likely to be inducted for which Pakistan has promised
to make an effort, it will not please the US and India.
They want people like Hamid Karzai, Dr. Abdullah,
Rashid Dostum, Amrullah Saleh and Ahmed Masoud
to be given prized appointments.
Recognition of the new regime in Kabul and assistance
by the international community has been made
conditional to acceptance of the US demands.
Conclusion
Terrorism in Af-Pak region will not die down as long
as the terrorists receive funds and weapons from
intelligence agencies of war mongering countries. Both
Afghanistan under the Taliban and Pakistan are likely
to remain in the grip of pulls and pressures of Indowestern machinations.
Hosting and chairing of a security conference of
intelligence chiefs of seven regional countries (Russia,
China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan) by the DG ISI Lt Gen Faiz Hamid on Sept
11 to take stock of the evolving security threats due
to fluid situation in Afghanistan and to take collective
measures to counter the emerging threats was thoughtful

and a very wise initiative.
Space for the spoilers of peace must be shrunk and
expanded for the peacemakers by the immediate
neighbors of Afghanistan and the regional countries. To
minimize own casualties in combat zone, drone should
be preferred for search and destroy operations.
The writer is a retired Brig Gen, war veteran, defence &
security analyst, international columnist, author of five
books, Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director Measac
Research Centre, member CWC PESS, Member Council TJP.

Humanitarian Appeal!!
This appeal-for-help video
was shared by my friend Brig.
Javed Anwar, a patriotic officer
from the Army Medical Corps,
presently posted at Quetta, Mr. Asim Effendi
Balochistan regarding water scarcity in
village Harumbo Tehsil Wad, District
Kuzdar, Balochistan.
All I can say is that charity begins at home
and Pakistan, our beloved homeland binds
us together as one family to feel pain and
sufferings of each other’s. These Balouch
brothers, sisters, mothers and children go
through extreme survival difficulties as no
life can sustain without water.
Those who want to dig a water bore or initiate
and contribute for any other social welfare
project in fact express their sincere gratitude
to the Creator. He who blessed us all with so
many bounties, including running water in
our homes, some of us believe that sharing
may reduce or minimize our blessings. In
fact opposite is true. The sustainer of all
will increase it for us. Creator made the
universe infinite, the vastness of which no
boundaries. It has abundance of everything
for those who are generous.
15
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HOPE AND THE POWER IT HOLDS
Imagination has endless forms one only has to find it during the limited time period provided
here on earth. My dear readers the picture that you see is not of an aquarium or a pond. When
I saw this picture for the first time, different scenarios started to build in my mind which raised
questions. Questions of every nature, but making sure not to complicate things I decided to
imagine and think of the realities that humans face in their daily life. To make things easy let me Mr. Nauman Gul
elaborate first what the picture speaks of. One can see gold fishes and a hand which is gesturing
the odd one on the right. The one being stopped is having a green colour and looking straight into the hand. Other
than that there is an opening on the top that would be explained later in the preceding passages. ‘Hope and the
power’, is a short story of an old man and his grandchildren. This write up is a glimpse of storytelling technique;
by looking at a picture and creating something out of it. Let me remind you that imagination has no boundaries.
It is up to you by joining forces of observation and imagination in order to create something beautiful out of it.
Embrace yourself for the voyage ahead because it might take you to another world.
Imagine for a moment that the world has stopped and there is
no movement whatsoever. The spot light is on the old man; the
green colored fish on the right as depicted in the picture. The
old man is sitting in the corner of the park. He has brought his
grandchildren to the park. The gold fishes on the left side are
the grandchildren as one can imagine. The children are playing,
laughing and enjoying; in fact they are having the best time of
their life.
The aged man remembers his time back in the 60's when he
was a kid. He used to play Tag and its different variations; TV
Tag, Freeze Tag etc. We Pakistanis refer to it as ‘Baraf Pani.
Furthermore, he also remembers playing 'Kick the Can' but most importantly his favourite of all the outdoor sports,
for which he had a special liking was Cricket and Football. After being rejuvenated by going down memory lane
he starts to take the first step to join his grandchildren. He wants to show them how it was done in classical times.
Suddenly he stops, as if he is under a spell or something. A rush of negative thoughts over power him, freezing his
feet. Numerous questions put him into a state of deep confusion. He starts thinking, "What will the other people
in the park think of him?" - An old man playing with children. “Has he gone bananas?”, "Will his health support
him?" – He also remembers the back pain he's been having lately. "Will his grandchildren accept him in the inner
circle?" –Won’t they think as to what has gone wrong with grandpa? Has he lost his mind? These and many other
questions had an impact on him grabbing him by his neck. He became oblivious of his surroundings as he was in
a state of trance and he went back to bench where he was sitting.
After sometime his grandchildren come and sit next to him. They hold his hand and show affection. The spell is
broken it’s as if the old man had been having a bad dream. The gap, the small opening above the hand in the picture
is a sense of realization; a path beyond the imbalances of life. A smile of hope came across his face realizing that
hope is not lost. The iconic green fish denotes a deeply despondent old man turning into a hopeful person. He
starts discovering that he is the captain of his ship and he can change the course to which ever direction he desires
and achieve happiness. Inner peace and emancipation is only achieved when you use the hidden power of ‘Hope’.
Moreover, the old man came back to his normal state with a few tears of joy. Looking at their teary grandfather
the children asked, “Why are you crying?” The old man answered, “I am just happy to have you all in my life.”
Happiness has no limits or fixed boundaries. After a storm, when the black clouds disperse and the sun shines
again one finds a beautiful rainbow in the sky filling our lives on ground with hope and colors. This rainbow when
followed leads to a bucket of gold on the other side of the horizon. One only has to find it.
16
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AFGHANISTAN: ROLE OF PAKISTAN
A new caretaker government of 33 members has been announced by the Taliban in Afghanistan
about three weeks after their control on Kabul in September 2021. Mohammad Hassan Akhund
is named as interim prime minister to head the government, served from 1996 to 2001 as deputy
foreign minister in the rule of the previous Taliban’s government. Besides, Mullah Ghani
Abdul Baradar was named as interim deputy prime minister. The announced cabinet ministers
have already established leaders of Taliban and no women are selected for the first cabinet as
announced earlier in giving equal opportunity to them. Former Pakistani ambassador to the
US, Lodhi (2021) stated that the Taliban’s announcement of their government comprising of
all-male almost entirely of their old leaders with top posts gone to hardliners.

Dr. Saira Asad

The end of Afghanistan’s war closes the chapter of one of the 20 years longest wars in the military intervention in
international territory. After the withdrawal of the last batch of US military on 31st August 2021, spokesperson of
Taliban, Zabihullah Mujahid stated on a TV interview from Kabul airport that “victory belongs to us all, we want
to have good relations with the US and the world. We welcome good diplomatic relations with them all, and this
war is a lesson for other invaders” (NDTV, 2021). A new approach towards the governance of the Taliban is seen
with determination with the provision of fundamental rights and leniency in their governance as announced from
time to time since 2015 (Asad, 2021a).
The year 2021 is proved a smooth taking over Kabul by the Taliban soon after the US military depart. The
determination, emaan, and ideology of the Taliban proved them again to conquer their land from foreign invaders
(Asad, 2021b). Defense analyst Mustafa (2021) stated in BOL TV interview that the Taliban’s determination
and emaan for freedom is showing their ideology and opened exemplary paths for freedom fighters. A brief look
into the history of the country is self-explanatory that it is the land of fighters full of civil wars. Soviet Union
invasion in 1979 and withdrew its forces after 10 years in 1989. Najibullah’s government was supported by the
Soviets but in 1992 that lasted only for four years as was unable to unite different groups of Mujahaideens. The
civil war was continued in a short span of President Sibghatullah Mojaddedi even in 1992 that lasted for 61 days.
It was seen that President Burhanuddin Rabbani spent nearly 10 years until 9/11 when the Taliban overthrew his
government in 1996 with firm control of over 90% of Afghanistan. Taliban government had then control of the
vast territory of Afghan’s soil between 1996-2001. Internationally, the Taliban were criticized from time to time
for their harsh treatment towards Afghans with the implementation of strict Islamic Shariah Laws with violation
of fundamental human rights. However, the Taliban government had the support of recognition from three states
at the international level initially i.e. Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. Unfortunately,
Afghanistan is always affected severely by the civil wars within the country and remains a battlefield by regional
and extra-regional interferences of actors (Shamsi, 2021).
Regarding Pakistan and Afghanistan, they both are interlocked geo-strategically and geo-politically and due to the
cultural, historical, linguistic, location, traditional, and religious ties bring both countries closer (Javaid & Javaid,
2016). Additionally, India is seen with the provision of socio-economic infrastructural developments, civil, military,
and political services in war-torn Afghanistan that’s a threat to the security and stability of Pakistan stated Javaid
& Javaid (2016). Pakistan is seen prioritizing its regional diplomacy as reflected through the visits of Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi to Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Iran for sharing the concern over
Cherish the good times and shun all the thoughts that set relationships apart. My dear readers this is just
an observation and an imagination based approach of storytelling. I leave a question to you to answer; Does this
happen in real life? Or was it just a story? Think on it.
Introduction.“ I am an ordinary guy living life on Bruce Lee’s philosophy i.e. “Be like water”. Did my BSc. in Accounting and
Finance from NUCES-FAST Isb. Besides reading, I do Bodybuilding and play Basketball.”
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Afghanistan’s issue. By placing a glance at the relations
between Pakistan and Afghanistan from 1947-2001
were seen always fluctuating. Khan Abdul Ghaffar, a
freedom fighter started propaganda against Pakistan for
the demand of separate Pakhtoonistan, an independent
state in the western borders of Pakistan. NWFP was
given the impression also by Pakistan at that time to be
included in Afghanistan due to the majority Pashtuns.
Afghanistan was seen opposing Pakistan also to be a
member of the United States. The issue of Durand line
was raised in Commonwealth as boundary marked by
Britain. It was regarded as a regional border between
two countries and was not allowed by anyone to violate
it. In the era of Zahir Shah, king of Afghanistan and
former prime minister of Pakistan Suhrawardy’s visits
proved beneficial and Pakistan allowed Afghanistan to
use railways, roads, seaports for Afghans goods.
In 1960, armed conflict in Bajour Agency by the
Afghan government almost broke the trade relations
between the two countries. At that time, two-third
Pashto speaking population lived in Pakistan and one
third in Afghanistan, and they preferred Pakistan due to
better living standard for a living (Hanif, Butt & Ashraf,
2021). In 1963, in the era of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, the
diplomatic relations between the two countries were
restored. In 1979, Russia invaded Afghanistan with the
approach of expansionism and with a firm grip over
the region opposing then prime minister Wen Noor M
Tarakai’s socialism approach. In that scenario, many
Afghans migrated into Pakistan and Iran via borders.
Pakistan fully supported the asylum of refugees and
provided training, financial aid, and provision of
military weapons and ammunition to mujahideen with
the collaboration of the US and Saudi Arabia to fight and
keeping Russians within the boundaries of Afghanistan.
The war continued till 1989 and Russians had to vacate
and surrendered in front of the determination of Afghans
fighters. Till the early 1990s, mujahideen were fighting
within their own country with foreign invaders but
with time, different groups emerged within them and
they were named Talib (student) as they were getting
training from madrassas and later named Taliban in
1994 who was time to time announced internationally
as extremists in the implementation of strict Islamic
Shariah Law.
After 9/11 despite many political reservations and
contradictions among the two nations, various
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significant measures were taken such as joint economic
commission, restoration of the Torkham-Jalabad
Street, enlargement of the Chamman-Spinboldak rail
connection financed by $330 billion, the establishment
of the joint Chamber of Commerce, and Transit Trade
agreement 2010 (Hanif, Butt & Ashraf, 2021). Other
than that Pakistan also facilitated in construction of the
Jinnah Hospital Complex, Kabul, and the establishment
of Allama Iqbal Faculty of Arts at the University of
Kabul, besides offering academic scholarships (Javaid,
2016). Pakistan is seen staying ahead in dealing with
Afghanistan’s relations. Pakistan is rich in nourishment
while Afghanistan is full of minerals and labor assets.
A combination of both countries can be conceived
profitable for central Asia from the trade point of view
(Hanif, Butt & Ashraf, 2021). Haque (2021) also stated
that Afghan soil has up to $3 trillion minerals, 2.2
million tons of iron ore, 60 million tons of copper, and
1.4 million tons of rare minerals. Additionally, China,
India, Iran, and Russia are being considered potential
regional economic trade partners along with Pakistan
as stated Haque (2021).
Regarding intra-Afghan peace talks, Pakistan has played
a vital role. It was seen that a seven-member delegation
visited Islamabad in 2018 led by the deputy chief of
Taliban, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. Additionally,
in past, the US special envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay
Khalilzad paid many visits to Islamabad in less than
two years which strengthened the role of Pakistan
in peace talks that led to formalization with mutual
consideration of US and Taliban on February 29th,
2020. The withdrawal of NATO forces and US military
cut-off dates were decided and eventually on August
31st, 2021 the last US military batch left Afghan soil.
The US left with heavy loss and eventually understood
that military intervention with force was not a solution
to Afghanistan as Pakistan stated earlier said Lodhi
(2021). Therefore, after a great win, there is a need for
the Taliban to win external support and must deliver
as pledged in economic and humanitarian crisis,
stated Lodhi (2021). PM Imran Khan also raised his
voice upon the international community for standing
in solidarity with the Afghan people for creating
incentives for economic stability, development, and
peace. Foreign Minister of Pakistan Shah Mahmood
Qureshi also spoke in favor of the Afghan people and
came up with the stance of government with protection
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and ensuring the rights of Afghans and to avoid a
humanitarian crisis. The recent visit to Afghanistan
of ISI Chief, Lt. General Faiz Hameed is also of great
importance which is announced for stability and peace
in the region. Yousaf (2021) on the view that after 20
years of war, what the US has gained as the country is
again in the hands of the Taliban with whom the US
was fighting. Asad (2021c) quoted former ISI Chief, Lt.
General (R) Ashraf Qazi from his interview on ARY
News on 2nd September 2021 that the Taliban is seen
today with a sense of strategy, with a sense of timing,
strength, mature soldier, and with a broad vision of
governance. No doubt, Pakistan is looking forward to an
economically and democratically stable neighborhood
for peace in the region.
In a nutshell, a real government can only be made by
Afghans by themselves. As history speaks by itself when
Russia invaded Afghanistan back in 1979, the US-led
the idea of the creation of mujahideen with the provision
of weapons, ammunition, and funding along with
Saudi Arabia by involving Pakistan being a neighbor
of Afghanistan that led to the security threat to many
countries in Asia particularly, and at the end, Russians
retreated and lost billions of dollars, stated then Former
US Senator Hilary Clinton (2009) at the Subcommittee
of the House Appropriations Committee. In 2021, it is
seen that again the US had to leave Afghan soil and had
to negotiate with the Taliban for safe passage as they
were unable to beat the ideology and teachings in real
terms. Recently in Kandahar, the Taliban were seen in
a military parade with inherited US top-grade military
weapons and equipment to solidify their presence
which was inherited by the Afghan army.
According to US government accountability report
2021, the Taliban has inherited a vast number of US
arsenal including A-29 Super Tucano ($30million),
UH-60 Black Hawk ($5.9 million), Scan Eagle mini
drove ($3.2 million), MD-530F ($2.4 million), Mineresistant vehicles (MRAPs-$5000,000-$1million),
MII51 Humvee ($250,000), M24 Sniper (weapon
system), M18 (assault weapons in thousands), M4
Carbine, High explosive grenade, 358,530 rifles,
64,000 machine guns, 25,327 grenade launchers, and
22,174 Humvees (Pandey & Nazmi, 2021). After
such training and provision of military equipment, it
was expected to overcome the Taliban but the Taliban
proved themselves to be determined on their ideology

even after 20 years of military war. When the US
and Taliban showed leniency from both ends in their
attitude, a new ray of light came into. Taliban were seen
showing their force after capturing Helmand in 2009
where the US had great losses of lives. Pakistan always
tries to play its role of mediator to settle their inner
differences among different ethnic Afghan groups. A
new approach to Taliban’s governance is seen in 2021
with the determination of providing fundamental rights
and still to see how much Taliban will be able to change
after such a great victory. Besides, Pakistan is focusing
on geo-economic connectivity to Central Asia over
traditional geopolitical interests for broader economic
engagement as stated in the report of the United States
Institute of peace, 2021 for driving a positive dynamic
between both countries (Threlkeld & Easterly, 2021).
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Unity, a single word, simple at first look is not that easy to encompass and grasp when explored
deeper. Whose unity and for what purpose, and what should be the parameters to measure the
nature and level of unity. Let us proceed with some obvious and some unobvious questions.

Q.1. Is it the unity, within myself, the sense and purpose of life
as I understand and the life I have spent and is spending now?
Am I at peace within myself?
Bakhtiar
Q.2. Is it the unity as family, the extended family, the tribe, the
clan or the society?
Q.3. Is it the unity as a people, the nation or the country in the political sense of
the phrase?
Q.4. Do we strive to achieve unity or, are we trained and accustomed to achieve
unity thru convergence of the purpose or the supreme goal or the objective?
The last here, is to study, explore and analyze to discover unity, by discovering its
opposite, i.e., the crisis of identity. What do I think, or we think we are, and our
character and behavior has to be?

Malik

SHO
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Patwari

Sindhi

Shah jee

Wadeera
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MPA / MNA
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General

Federal
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Unity Within. Am I united within myself? I am miser of miser for some and
sometimes; yet I am known to be philanthropist among many and most of the time. Contribution for charity is an
organized and a yearlong activity for me. I am broad minded and magnanimous most of the time and generally
known to be. I overlook mistakes and even foul play. However, some detest me for being too principled and strict.
Look what Dr. Iqbal says about himself:
Family, Clan and Society. I am very different than ‘myself’ when I am part of my extended family and clan,
‘Dogar’. All near ones fear me as too observant and non-sparing old man. ‘Ghumans’ fear me too. They are our
number one rivals in the town. When I was judge; later I became CJ as well’; it was always difficult to do decide
when a case between a Dogar and a non-dogar. Though I never let it be evident. As Tribe I want representation in
the government; may it be Tajik, Uzbek, Bangash or Durrani. Lest I become a threat to the Unity of the government
and law and order within the country, to say the least. In urban societies and metropolitans, as a clan I can compete
with the rest, whether known or unknown, by having business cartels [Chanioty (sheikh)] and country wide
school systems owners [Kasuris] and charity organisations [Edhi]. I could be part of mafias, like land grabbers in
big cities; especially when I have some of our clan members in positions of strength in the provincial or federal
government. As [Baluch] I was head of two killer’s gangs in Lyari. Sardars [Baluch like Gabol] in government
waderas, [Zardari] saved me. Good I had enough money to pay to one Cheetah SSP [Rao].
Unity as a People and Nation. How much are we as a people aware of our unity; and levels higher i.e., nation,
country and ideology. May it be used as a guideline for the order. We are generally weak in higher orders; the
world over. We are only stronger across the (fault) lines of differences, of competitors (Chinese vs. Americans),
of traditional foes (French vs. Brits) and Pakistanis vs. Indians. Think of Arabs, they are all badly divided into
tribes; yet united against (Ajmi) Iranians. The ethnic and linguistic divide at times puts me into a divined divide,
thousands of miles on the opposite poles like Sindhi vs. Urdu speaking, Kurds vs. Turks. All my positive points,
my faculties and prowess sometime (my unity within) appears with fearsome animosity against rest of my brothers
and sisters; the sons and daughters of one man called Adam pbuh. Do not recall Khmer rouge rule in Kampuchea.
And that of Nazis against Jews. Smaller and pettier identities attract me more when it is matter of fixing priorities.
And making a final decision whom to side with; and against whom.
When it is cricket match against India and for that matter any other country, I’m an all-out Pakistani at intense
war against the rivals.

Unity thru convergence for Grand and Supreme Goal. I happened to attend a seminar on 31st Aug at Council
of Islamic Ideology (CII). Mr. Javed Ahmed was the illustrious speaker. He was of the opinion that we are faced
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with the threat to our existence as Muslim and as Pakistani. He was of the view that no society can progress
without diversity and being pluralist. These thoughts gave new meanings and measures to my previous study on
‘Crisis of Identity and Resulting Character.’ I will be using excerpts from it to explain multiplicity of identity and
the relationship of identity with the character. The simplest examples could be a father, a son and a grandfather
could be the same person at the same time. Or the level of diversity can be explained and thus unity can be
questioned when same person is Bhutto, Zardari, Male, Sindhi, Sunni, and co-chairperson of …. , as well. How
can five millions of such can be united? Yes, they can be. The answer is in affirmative. They can be united for
a superior cause, for the ultimate goal. In fact this is the unity. They all voted for the separation from Bombay
presidency in 1925 and later under Act of 1935 Sindh was made a separate Province . All can be united for the
superior purpose, provided we learn it from the one, the Creator and the life giver.
Quran 98:7 (And) lo! those who believe and do good works are the best of created beings.
Quran. Translated by Pickthall M.M.
Thus benevolence, and for all of His creatures is the supreme purpose of life. And the criteria to be adjudged. In
the words of last Prophet:
Best out of you is the one who is best for the mankind.
Air and water, both, are His creations. I hope no doubt there. By the Quaranic injunctions the better out of us is the
one who does not pollute and protects (its nature and chemistry) and help it reach it to His creatures as pure as He
created. Thus such are His vice-regent who are graded best out of His creatures. Does anyone find any dividing
lines, the competitors to beat and rivals to hate and defeat? No, but:
but help ye one another unto righteousness and pious duty. Help not one another unto sin and transgression…iii
Translations by Pickthall M M
Mr. Javed Ahmed described plurality and diversity as a spread in horizontal axis. In my opinion diversity and
plurality works as potentials to grow. To raise question, query and turn every dawn into a new day. It is possible
when one is brave enough to question his/her own ideas, conclusions and inferences of yesterday. When one can
register his/her shortfalls and mistakes of yesterday, week, month or the year.

Crisis of Identity. A detailed study was carried out by Ms. Hajra Saeed and I to evaluate the crisis of identity and

the resultant character or the exhibited behavior. It was a primary research. Out of 87 volunteers 61 responded.
Over 1700 questions were processed. There is a detailed paragraph followed by a schedule on conceived and
popular believes about the identities
and character relationship. It is
based on, ‘What I think I am’, say
as SHO; then, what I believe ‘What
others think I am’; and how must I
behave in public, and in privacy. For
details please see p7iv.
See this diagram, it explains
multiplicity of identities and,
therefore, probable lack of unity, or
at least difficulty in achieving unity
for the superior or common purpose
or the goal.
Identity-Character Relationship

Contd on Page:39
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ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)
AMS REPORT - 2021
Updated on 30th Sep 21

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

Please come and join this Noble cause. In pursuit of Better Pakistan, we are striving to
promote Education in the Country since 2012.
Editor
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THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM
Lest We Forget
A 90 Second Pictorial Travel
Through Time
October 2, 1187 ce
Serial 1 - 17 were published in Issue-64

ca. December 1917 - Muslim Indian troops of the savior Indian Crusader Army stand
at the Masjid Qibli (Masjid Umar al-Farooq r.a.), Jerusalem
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(L to R) Grand Vizier General Mehmed Rushdi Pasha, Mrs Hampson Gary (wife
of US Diplomatic Agent & Consul General in Cairo, Egypt), and General Edmund
Allenby in Jerusalem, ca. 1917
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Mr. Rana Abdul Baqi is an ex-director of Cabinet Secretariat.
After retirement in Dec, 2004 turned to Journalism. Wrote
opinion editorials for daily Nawaiwaqt for ten years besides,
writing 3 books on South Asian affairs. Presently; editing
net-paper titled as South Asian Pulse Online: www.sapulse.
com. Also organized a welfare oriented think tank, Jinnah
Iqbal South Asian Forum to help white collar families besides
organizing seminars on national days.
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APS - Sector C,
Phase 1, DHA
Islamabad
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Multiplicity of Identit

This diagram above may be re-related to the table above, and
a prudent reader may be asked to make a considered guess,
how much united he might find a Pakhtoon living in Karachi,
and a President of APMSO, for a supreme goal.
Let us see this diagram where the plurality and diversity is
shown as deviation, differences in thoughts and exhibited in
the customary behaviors and even clashes in horizontal axis.
Conclusion. Unity may never be achieved in its absolute
form and meanings. Thus it is like life; an ever going struggle
and strife. See Ayah 2 of Sura 67 (Al-Mulk). [76:2. Who hath
created life and death that He may try you, which of you is
best in conduct; and He is the Mighty, Forgiving, translation by Pickthall.] Hence it is an evergreen objective
and goal. Keep striving to be as benevolent as possible for His universe. All diversities, should be taken as the
variety, rather novelty of potentials of the people, groups, organisations and people, if one may say. However, it
shall remain an ordeal, not that easy to rise above and sacrifice the self, ego, petty identities for the sake of Unity
of higher, common identities and the supreme goals. Let it be a matter of choice which goal is considered to be
most useful for the mankind, and all of His living and non-living creations. Sure, ponder over it and select your
most superior goal whereby your faculties shall be best utilized by the most.
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My Dear worthy reader, here I commence with a 'How to Series'. First is 'How to Listen'. It will be followed
by 'How to Disagree', 'How to Agree' and finally 'How to be Interesting'. May it prove to be valuable lessons
in Communication Skills. ‘How to Listen’ was published in Issue 64, June 21 & ‘How to Disagree’ was
published in Issue 65, August 21.

How to Agree?

1. Genuinely seek to ﬁnd points of agreement in what the other person is saying.

Bakhtiar

2. There is no contribution if you simply agree to every thing.
3. There is no need to be right all the time. Remove your ego from the discussion and focus on the

issue.

4. Why disagree on each point and every time.
5. Explore the others person logic bubble.
6. You may actually agree to a part, yet conveying disagreement.
7. You may agree to what other is saying under special circumstances.
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