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How are you, my dear world mate,
dearest countrymen and the readers.
Wishing you health, happiness and
above all an unwavering hope, for a

better tomorrow (&) fé“‘? W

The menace of division of identity
is on the rise. We are blindly getting
divided and sub-divided. Our lack
of faith and implications of being Muslim and a
Pakistani is eroding. At least a majority is losing the
sense and purpose of wearing these two identities. We
need to knock hard and deep on our minds and hearts.
As to why I call and point at my fellow countryman
as Youthia or Patwari? And why I must live in this
rat-hole? Terrorism is eating us away and we are not
learning to be United. How tragic.

Ba'i(htiar

This Issue brings to you some very rich articles
on crucial and significant developments grabbing
the world; and more so in our region. Lt Gen Asad
Durrani has focused on Board of Peace, Brig Asif
Haroon on the Shifting Global Dynamics, and Gen
Raza dwelt on the paradigm shift, which took place
in our Higher Defence Apparatus; recently. Tangle in
Yemen is another detailed thesis, by an expert on Intl
Relations; Dr. Z A Qureshi. Dr. Muhammad Ahsan
Igbal is joining us for the first time. He is telling us
‘waste’ is not the end of a product’s life! It can be the
beginning of sustainable development.

President Trump floated the idea of Board of Peace,
for the peace and rehabilitation of Gaza. It was a new
idea sponsored by him; and has been able to hold its
first meeting; attended by good forty-seven countries.
It comprised Israel, Pakistan, Turkey and another six
Muslim countries; but none from NATO allies like UK,
Germany or France. Of course it has neither China nor
Russia. What would happen to the UN resolution on
founding a Palestinian state with its boundaries as it
were in 1967, and with its capital in Jerusalem? This
BoP is ignorant of how Israel is annexing West Bank
territory which is part of Jordan! Much like Trump
helped Israel kill 72,000 plus Palestinians it is again
turning a blind eye. Go thru the lines and what is in
between the lines. What role Pakistan would be able
to play to actualize its stated stand on the state of
Palestine?

Pakistan is facing deep security and stability
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challenges due to the shifting global dynamics in the
region. Kissinger had warned long ago that friendship
with US, and animosity can prove equally fatal! China
remains to be its most focused competitor; and Israel
its closest friend. See how clouds of war looms large
over Iran. India is ally of US and Israel; in many
areas; especially against Pakistan. Pakistan’s nuclear
capability and alliance with China are shared concerns
for these three allies. Please study the learned author,
he has presented eight ways-forward for our strategic
independence; as to what Pakistan should do.

Gen Raza has traced the history of the development
and improvement in our higher defence structure and
the organization. He has picked up his learned pen on a
very specialized niche of warfare. An in-depth analysis
and exercise to restructure was under taken after 1971
war; which resulted into Joint Chief of Staff Committee
(JCSC). After recent battle of May 25, another study
has been undertaken. The nature of visualized changes
demanded a Constitutional amendment. And it was
affected through 27" Amendment, enacted this year.
He has tabulated and listed the principles of war. Study
the specifics. Indeed it was gratifying that we have
been successful in Operation Bunyan ul Marsssos. He
has specifically listed three advantages of adopting the
new system of CDS. Fifteen countries are using this
system.

Dr. Amir is giving us a solution of renewal and cheap
hydel energy based on Renala Khurd Canal Cascade
model. We have 56,000 long canals; using these on
every fall for generating hydel power, and covering
these with solar panels. Industry should buy power
from these canal based energy grids. Dr. Ahsan is
guiding us to manage the solid waste (SWM) to support
sustainable development growth (SDG). He is showing
the way-forward to achieve it. Col Hamid a dedicated
Muslim and a Pakistani, by generations is showing the
way forward to fight back intolerance, violence and
insecurity; especially in the province of Baluchistan
through Reconciliation and Rapprochement.

My dear reader there is lot more to read; please explore.

Pleading, Demanding and Wishing a United
Nation.

- 00— S
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WHITHER THE BOARD OF
PEACE!

“Everyone and his dog have been
invited” — so taunted David Hurst;
the editor in chief of The Middle East
Eye, and a remarkably insightful
commentator on the Region.
Everyone and his aunt and uncle I
know are dead set against the BOP.
Born to be the devil’s advocate, I had
thus no choice but to root for it. Just a question to all
the Trump’s critics: “where were you when Israel was
pummelling the Palestinians for two years?”

Lt Gen Asad Durrani

Masses all over the globe were indeed incensed. They
mobilised and protested. I don’t remember what the
International Court of Justice did but the ICC sentenced
Netanyahu as a war criminal. The UN must have done
its usual rounds and the OIC twiddled its thumbs. Many

powerful countries like China, Russia, and Turkey

made all the right noises and we tweeted once a week.
None of that made an iota of difference on the ground.

Some of the Arab neighbours in fact were partners in the
crime. Iran, Hezbollah and Houthis punched above their
weight but the US backed nexus was way too mighty.
The only one who provided some relief was the much-
derided Mr. Trump: not because he was the president
of the world’s most powerful country (his predecessors
could not prevent Tel Aviv even from building more
settlements), but because he’s a maverick. Of course,
there is plenty still to be done.

If the BOP thing is his Trumpian way to finish what he
started, I may not know; but the arguments against it
are outrightly outlandish. That he intends to sidestep
the universally accepted norms is the most pathetic —
as if they ever worked except for vested interest. The
Rule Based Order that some of us are grieving over
was dead on arrival. Like it or not; for the Palestinians,
the juggling acrobat provides one glimmer of hope.
The rest of us who never stood up to be counted have
no business to pick holes in an enterprise that’s so
full of them. The chances of Trump pulling it off with
his chosen circus might not be very bright but for the
Gazans it’s the only game in town. Come to think of it,
there might be an odd silver lining.

First time around, unlike his predecessors, Trump did
not start a new war. On the other hand, he set the ball
rolling to end the longest one in the US history — twenty

BETTER

MORROW

years and counting. Obama, once our favourite man
at the helm, a Nobel Peace Laureate to boot, sparked
or provoked many a criminal enterprise; dismantling
Syria and Libya, to quote just two. No idea how many
wars Trump actually stopped but he is one man who
can launch a missile and recall it while it was still on
its way to the doomsday. His gimmicks are now legend
but also mystifying. Unable to decode Venezuela, I can
only think it was a choreographed business. And that
brings me to the key question: how come that a good
number of countries — some very likely to throw
spanner in the works — have joined his bandwagon!

I’'m sure some did to be seen on Trump’s right side. If
they do not know the cost of such Faustian deals — far
more than a billion dollar in gate money — they deserve
the fate foretold by Kissinger. Then there is a group that
might have believed that if not on the table one would
be on the menu. We’re of course familiar with one or
two who fatuously claim to be simply balancing in the
emerging bipolar era. They too would be served their
just deserts since the master craftsman knows how to
tilt the scales in his favour. Striking the right bargain
with India after playing Pakistan as the red herring was
one of the oldest swindle that did us in. There must
still be a few honourable exceptions. Unable to help
the Gazans on their own, they might find it possible if
part of the gang. Even if they failed, at least they would
have tried. Much better than the fence sitters who found
Saadi’s second best option more convenient:
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(the river is full of treasures but if you want to stay safe,
don’t take a plunge).
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“You gain strength, courage and confidence
by every experience in which you stop to
look fear in the face....you must do the
things you cannot do”.

N NS N

“No one can make you feel inferior,
without you consent.”
Eleanor Roosevelt 1884-1962
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SHIFTING GLOBAL DYNAMICS,
ALTERING BALANCE OF POWER
AND PAKISTAN’S CHALLENGES

Henry Kissinger once remarked that
friendship with the United States can
often prove more fatal than enmity.
History lends considerable weight
to this observation. With the notable
exception of Israel, Washington has
rarely demonstrated enduring loyalty
to its allies. Its record is replete with
instances of abandoned partners, discarded protégés, and
shifting commitments driven purely by expediency rather
than mutual trust or long-term partnership.

L)

A

Brig Asif Haroon Raja

The United States tends to treat allies as rentier or utility
states, employed to advance short-term geopolitical
objectives. Once those objectives are achieved, the
partner is frequently sidelined or sacrificed. Pakistan
experienced this pattern repeatedly during its prolonged
alignment with Washington beginning in the mid-
1950s. At critical moments when support was most
needed, Pakistan found itself isolated. This legacy
explains why many Pakistanis view President Trump’s
recent warmth with deep suspicion. India now appears to
be encountering a similar cycle. For over three decades,
New Delhi enjoyed unprecedented American patronage,
access to advanced technologies, diplomatic shielding,
and economic facilitation. This support helped India
emerge as a significant regional military and economic
power.

The durability of this partnership was driven largely by
three converging factors: the China threat perception,
strategic alignment with Israel, and to a lesser extent,
the objective of containing Pakistan. China remains the
principal strategic competitor of the United States. Israel,
Washington’s closest regional partner, is strategically
aligned with India, while Pakistan’s nuclear capability
and deepening partnership with China remain a source of
concern for all three. Since the early 1990s, this informal
strategic convergence has shaped regional power politics.

However, shifting global dynamics have begun to strain
this axis. Israel has managed to dominate its regional
environment, but India has failed to restrain China’s
economic ascent or overawe Pakistan. The 2020 Galwan
crisis exposed India’s military vulnerability vis-a-vis
China, while its recent military setback against Pakistan
in the four-day war further eroded the perception of Indian
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conventional superiority. China and Pakistan, bound by
a mature strategic partnership, have consolidated their
military, technological, and economic cooperation. This
convergence has fundamentally altered the balance of
power in South Asia and frustrated India’s aspiration
for regional dominance.

China’ssteady rise toward major-power status has further
diminished India’s strategic utility for Washington.
Against this backdrop, President Trump’s public rebukes
of New Delhi and the imposition of punitive tariffs
reflect Washington’s growing dissatisfaction. India’s
continued engagement with Russia and Iran, and its
active role in BRICS, further complicate its relationship
with the United States. Attempts by India to hedge by
improving ties with Moscow and Beijing have yielded
limited dividends, as New Delhi’s strategic leverage
continues to decline. Conversely, Pakistan’s regional
profile has witnessed a gradual upswing. Its recognition
as aresponsible middle power and an emerging regional
stabiliser has opened diplomatic and economic avenues
across the Middle East, Central Asia, South Asia, East
Asia, and North Africa.

This diversification provides Pakistan with multiple
strategic options rather than dependence on any single
external patron. Pakistan’s reform and development
trajectory, supported through civil-military coordination
under the SIFC framework, aims to broaden economic
partnerships and attract diversified investment. Such
flexibility reduces vulnerability to external pressure
and political conditionality. Military diplomacy has
also yielded tangible dividends as Pakistan’s defence
exports gain traction in international markets. Optimists
within the political leadership, including Khawaja Asif,
argue that expanding defence exports could eventually
ease Pakistan’s reliance on IMF financing. However,
external opportunities alone cannot substitute for
internal reform. Sustainable progress demands
strengthening moral standards, combating corruption,
fostering work ethics, reducing political polarisation,
building national cohesion, revitalising agriculture,
energising industry for export growth, widening the tax
base, and improving revenue generation.

Pakistan’s External Challenges

Despite improving strategic space, Pakistan continues
to face serious external challenges. India remains
hostile and persistent in hybrid warfare, disinformation
campaigns, diplomatic  pressure, and covert
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destabilisation efforts, particularly in Balochistan
and along the western border. Indo-Afghan strategic
partnership has added a new dimension to Pakistan’s
threat perception. Both are using terrorism as a tool
to destabilise and fragment Pakistan. New Delhi
continues to lobby against Pakistan in international
financial and regulatory forums while pursuing military
modernisation with Western and Israeli assistance. The
unresolved Kashmir dispute remains a flashpoint that
carries escalation risks, especially in a volatile nuclear
environment. Any miscalculation could destabilise the
entire region and invite external intervention.

Afghanistan presents another complex challenge.
The fragile political and economic situation, border
management issues, terrorism spillover, refugee
pressures, and lack of international recognition of Kabul
continue to impact Pakistan’s internal security and
economic connectivity ambitions. At the global level,
Pakistan remains exposed to financial vulnerability
through IMF conditionality, fluctuating energy prices,
debt servicing pressures, and susceptibility to economic
coercion by major powers. Strategic competition

between the US and China also places Pakistan under

constant pressure to balance relations without becoming
entangled in great-power rivalry. Regional instability in

the Middle East, Red Sea, and Eurasian supply routes
further threatens Pakistan’s trade corridors, energy
security, and overseas remittances.

Clouds of war continue to gather over Iran as a result
of aggressive US—Israeli designs. Even though the
proposed air strikes have been shelved for now, the threat
has not receded. The resulting strategic uncertainty
has heightened vulnerabilities in Pakistan’s southern
backyard, especially along the coastline, including
Gwadar and the wider Balochistan region.

The Way Forward

Pakistan’s way out lies in strategic autonomy anchored
in economic resilience, diplomatic balance, and internal
cohesion.

First, Pakistan must continue diversifying its external
partnerships by deepening economic integration with
China, the Gulf States, Central Asia, Tiirkiye, ASEAN,
and Africa while maintaining functional engagement
with the West based on mutual respect rather than
dependency.

Second, economic security must be treated as national
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security. Export-led growth, energy sector reform,
mineral development, agricultural modernization, IT
expansion, and logistics connectivity through CPEC
and regional corridors should remain national priorities
insulated from political disruption.

Third, sustained internal stability is essential,
institutional reform, rule of law, and continuity of
economic policies will restore investor confidence and
national credibility.

Fourth, Political reconciliation is important, but not at
the cost of national interests and Pakistan’s integrity.
There should be zero tolerance against those actors
aligned with the terrorists, their patrons and promoting
anti-Pakistan agenda.

Fifth, Pakistan must maintain credible deterrence while
avoiding unnecessary escalation. Smart diplomacy,
narrative building, legal warfare, and proactive
engagement in international forums are essential to
counter Indian propaganda and hybrid aggression.

Sixth, expanding the existing Pakistan—Saudi Arabia
strategic defence agreement into a broad-based
collective defence framework by incorporating Tiirkiye,
Egypt, Qatar and possibly Iran to strengthen deterrence
against aggression.

Seventh, regional connectivity should be leveraged
to convert Pakistan’s geostrategic location into geo-
economic advantage by facilitating transit trade,
pipelines, rail links, and digital corridors linking South
Asia, Central Asia, China, and the Middle East.

Finally, human capital development — education,
skills, technology adoption, and governance reform —
will determine Pakistan’s long-term competitiveness
and strategic resilience.

Conclusion

Although Pakistan continues to navigate economic and
institutional challenges, it is better positioned today than
in previous decades to pursue strategic independence,
resist coercion, and shape its regional destiny through
disciplined governance, national unity, and pragmatic
statecraft.

The writer is retd Brig, war veteran; defence, security,
and political analyst; international columnist; author
of five books; Former Chairman Thinkers Forum
Pakistan, Patron-in-chief CDS; takes part in TV talk

shows.
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TANGLE OF YEMEN

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
The Republic of Yemen is a country
in West Asia including the Socotra
Archipelago - with its lush landscape,
distinctive “dragon blood” trees,
unique animals and turquoise waters
- has been a magnet for adventurous
travelers for years.

The Mainland Yemen is located in southern Arabia,
bordering Saudi Arabia to the north, Oman to the
northeast, the southeastern part of the Arabian Sea on
the east, the Gulf of Aden to the south and the Red Sea
to the west. The oil-producing Hadramount province
borders Saudi Arabia and many prominent Saudis trace
their origins to it, lending it to cultural and historical
significance for the kingdom. It shares maritime border
with Djibouti, Eritrea and Somalia across the Horn of
Africa. Covering roughly 455,503 square kilometers
(175,871 square miles) with a coastline approximately
two thousand kilometers (1200 miles), Yemen is the
second largest country on the Arabian Peninsula by
area and the largest by population. It has a population of
34.7 million, mostly Arab Muslims which is estimated
to be greater than that of Saudi Arabia. Owing to its
geographic location, Yemen has been at the crossroads
of many civilizations for over seven thousand years.
The Sabaeans formed a thriving commercial kingdom
that influenced parts of modern Ethiopia and Eritrea.

In 275 CE, it was succeeded by the Himyarite Kingdom
which spanned much of Yemen’s present-day territory
and was heavily influenced by Buddhism. In 4™ century,
Christianity arrived in Yemen, followed by the rapid
spread of Islam. Yemen became a center of Islamic
learning. The Yemenite troops played a crucial role in
early Islamic conquests. Much of Yemen’s architecture
survived until modern times. For centuries, it was a
primary producer of coffee, exported through the post
of Mocha.

Various dynasties emerged between 9" and 16%
centuries. During the 19th century, the country was
divided between the Ottoman and British empires. After
World War-I, the Kingdom of Yemen was established
which in 1962 became Yemen Arab Republic (North
Yemen) following a civil war. In 1967, the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen) gained
its independence from the British Aden Protectorate,
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becoming the first and the only communist country in
the Middle East and the Arab World. In 1990, the two
Yemeni states united to form the modern Republic of
Yemen with Ali Abdullah Saleh, serving as the first
president until his resignation in 2012 in the wake of the
Arab Spring. Since 2011, Yemen has been enduring a
political crisis, marked by street protests against poverty,
unemployment, corruption and President Saleh s plan to
amend the Constitution and eliminate the presidential
term limit. It is a member of Arab League, the United
Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and OIC.
By 2015, the country became engulfed by an ongoing
civil war with multiple entities vying for governance
including the Presidential Leadership Council (PLC)
of the internationally recognized government and the
Houthi movement’s Supreme Political Council (SPC).
This conflict, involving various foreign powers, has led
to a severe humanitarian crisis.

Yemen is one of the least developed countries in the
world, facing significant obstacles to sustainable
development and one of the poorest countries in the
Middle East and North Africa. In 2019, the United
Nations reported that Yemen had the highest number of
people in need of humanitarian aid - about 24 million
individuals - or nearly 75% of its population. As of
2020, Yemen ranked the highest in the Fragile States
index and second-worst on the Global Hunger Index,
surpassed by the Central African Republic. As of 2024,
Yemen is regarded as the world’s least peaceful country
by the global Peace Index. Additionally, it is ranked
184th on the Human Development Index as 0of2025. It is
one of the world’s most vulnerable countries to ‘climate
change’ and among the least prepared to handle its
effects. Yemen is a republic with bi-cameral legislature.
Under the 1991 Constitution, an elected president, and
elected 301-seat Assembly of Representatives and an
appointed 111-member Shura Council share power. The
president is the head of state and the prime minister is
the head of the government. In the capital, Sanaa, a SPC
- not recognized internationally - forms a government
for Houthi-controlled territory of Yemen.

The 1991 Constitution provides that the president be
elected by the popular vote from at least two candidates
endorsed by at least 15 members of the Parliament. The
prime minister, in turn, is appointed by the president
and must be approved by two-thirds of the Parliament.
The presidential term of Office is seven years and
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the parliamentary term of elected Office is six years.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh became the first elected
president in re-unified Yemen in 1999. He was re-
elected to the Office in September 2006. Parliamentary
elections were held in April 2023 and the General
People’s Congress maintained an absolute majority.
President Saleh remained almost uncontested in his seat
of power until 2011 when local frustration at his refusal
to hold another round of elections, combined with the
consequences of the 2011 Arab Spring, resulted in mass
protests. In 2012, he was forced to resign from power,
though he remained an important factor in Yemeni
politics, allaying with the Houthis during their take over
in the mid-2010s. Sharia is the main source of laws.

HOUTHIS

The Houthis are an armed political and religious group,
championing the cause of Shife Muslim minority —
Zaydis. They declared themselves a part of Iran’s “Axis
of Resistance” against Israel, US and wider West.
They fight for control of Yemen and oppose Western
influence. The Houthis - officially known as Ansar Allah
(Partisans of God) focuses on Yemeni autonomy, anti-
imperialism and opposition to Israeli and US influence.

Emerged in 1990s, Houthis’ group under the title
Southern Transitional Council (STC) fought a series
of rebellions against Yemen’s long-time authoritarian
President, Ali Abdullah Saleh in early 2000s. They
seized control of most of northern Yemen, the capital,
Sanaa, including the Red Sea coastline and significant
portions of population in 2014. STC forces grabbed
much of resource-rich Hadramount and neighboring
Maha province on the Omani frontier, in a large
unopposed advance in December 2025. The Houthis
demand greater autonomy for the group’s homeland
in northern Yemen. They run a de facto government,
collect taxes and print their money.

Saudi Fears

The neighboring Saudi Arabia feared, the Houthis would
take over Yemen and make it a satellite of its rival, Iran.
It formed a coalition of Arab countries that intervened in
the war in 2015 to support the internationally recognized
government of President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 1t sparked
a civil war in the country but years of airstrikes and
ground fighting could not dislodge the Houthis from
most of the territory they seized. The Houthis receive
support from Iran in the shape of drones and missiles
but maintain independent goals.
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Saudi Arabia and the United States accused Iran of
providing Houthis with drones and cruise missiles
during the Yemen’s civil war in violation of a UN arms
embargo that are used in attacks on Saudi Arabia and
its ally, UAE. Iran denies supplying weapons to the
Houthis and says it only supports politically. According
to the Armed Conflict Location & Even Data Project
(ACLED), the fighting has left 160,000 people dead.
It also triggered a humanitarian disaster with 4.8
million people displaced and 19.5 million — half of the
population — in need of some form of aid.

Following Gaza conflict in October 2023, the Houthis
gained global attention for attacking international
shipping in the Red Sea that disrupted international
trading, in order to pressure Israel to end its brutal war
in Gaza. Their attacks on the commercial shipping in
the Red Sea, have forced ships to reroute, resulting in
increased costs and disruption of global trade. A US-
UK-led coalition launched airstrikes against Houthi
targets in Yemen.

Prisoner’s Swap Deal

On 23rd December, 2025, Houtis and Yemen’s
internationally-recognized government agreed to a
‘prisoner swap’ that included nearly 3,000 people.
The breakthrough deal came after nearly a fortnight of
discussions between Yemeni officials from both sides
in Muscat, the capital of Oman - a key mediator in the
conflict - that has lasted over a decade. Abdul gader al-
Mortada, a negotiator of the Houthi delegation, said in
a statement on X that “we signed an agreement today
with the other party to implement a large-scale prisoner
exchange deal involving 1,700 of our prisoners in
exchange for 1,200 of theirs including seven Saudis
and 23 Sudanese”. Two of the seven Saudi nationals
were air force pilots, Fadhail and Mohamed Qahtan —
a prominent leader aligned with the Saudi government,
held since 2015. Amember of the government delegation
for the prisoner swap talks, Majed Fadhail said they
had agreed with the Houthis on a new exchange that
would see release of “thousands” of war prisoners. He
said this would be “the largest” deal of its type.

STC Announces A Transitional Period Towards
Independence

After seizure of most of the country’s largest oil-rich
Hadramount and Mahrah provinces, STC, in a clear
signal of its secessionist intent, announced the start of
a two-year transitional period leading to a referendum
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on independence for a new “South Arabian State”, re-
igniting fears that the country may be split into two
parts once again. The STC’s advance has raised the
possibility that South Yemen, a separate state from 1967
to 1990, might declare independence while dealing a
hammer throw to slow-moving peace negotiations with
the Houthi rebels in the capital, Sanaa. In a surprise
announcement on 2™ January, 2026, the STC President,
Aidaros Alzubidi announced a two-year transition
to an independent state and said the transitional
phase would include dialogue with Yemen’s Houthi-
controlled north. In a television address, Mr. Alzubidi
said “we announce the commencement of a transitional
phase, lasting two years, and the Council calls on the
international community to sponsor dialogue between
the concerned parties in the South and the North”. He
said this constitutional declaration should be considered
immediately and directly effective before that date. If
the call is not heeded or if the people of the South, their
land or their forces are subjected to any military attacks,
he warned that the group would declare independence
“immediately”, provided there was no dialogue or if
southern Yemen again came under attack.

UAE-Saudi Spike in Diplomatic Tensions

The UAE-backed STC which seeks to revive the
formerly independent state of South Yemen, swept
through swaths of the country, expelling other
government-forces and their allies in December, 2025
- amove that sparked fears of secession, instability and
further division of the anti-Houthi camp.

The Saudi foreign ministry, in a statement, said “the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia points out that the military
movements in the governorates of Hadramount and A!-
Mabhra, recently conducted by STC were carried out
unilaterally and without the approval of the PLC, nor
in coordination with Coalition’s leadership”. “These
movements resulted in an unjustified escalation that
harmed the interests of the Yemeni people, with all of
its segments”. “The Kingdom remains hopeful that the
public interest will prevail through ending the escalation
by the STC and the withdrawal of its forces from the
two governorates in an urgent and orderly manner”, it
added.

Saudi Arabia’s Airstrikers on Yemen

The conflict was sparked when Saudi intelligence
identified vessels at Mukalla port, offloading heavy
weaponry and armored vehicles, thought to be intended

March 2026

for STC. Consequently, the Saudi airstrikes were
launched, moments after the head of Yemen’s PLC,
Rashad al-Alimi accused UAE of directing forces to
“rebel against the state authority”. It bombed a base
in Hadramount and demanded all remaining UAE
forces in Yemen to depart within 24 hours, calling the
separatist expansion a ‘red line’ for its security. The
leader of Yemen’s PLC declared a state of emergency
and cancelled a security pact with Abu Dhabi after STC
forces seized swaths of the territory. However, in spite of
the spike in tensions, both nations maintained a careful
diplomatic tone in their official communique Statements
released during the crisis continued to emphasize the
strength of the Gulf alliance, with officials actively
employing the language of respect.

UAE Withdrawl of its Remaining Forces

The UAE has moved to de-escalate tensions with
its close ally — Saudi Arabia - by announcing the
immediate withdrawal of its remaining forces from
Yemen. In a statement, the UAE defense ministry
said it had voluntarily ended the deployment of its
counter-terrorism units in Yemen after a comprehensive
assessment of recent developments, However, despite
the withdrawal announcement, the UAE rejected the
initial accusations, expressing surprise at the “limited”
strikes. In a statement, the UAE foreign ministry said
the vehicles were intended for Emirati forces following
coordination with the coalition. Abu Dhabi also rejected
attempts to implicate it in Yemeni tensions, saying it
“condemns the allegations that it pressured or directed
any Yemeni party” to threaten Saudi borders.

Saudi-Led Coalition Warning

Following raids on 26™ December, 2025, Yemen’s
government urged the Saudi-led coalition to support its
forces in Hadramount after separatists seized most of
the country’s largest province. A Yemeni military official
said that around 15,000 Saudi-backed fighters were
deployed near the Saudi border at the edges of territory
seized in recent weeks by the UAE-backed STC. On
27" December, 2025, the Saudi-led coalition warned
that it would back Yemen’s government in any military
confrontation with separate forces and urged them to
withdraw “peacefully” from recently seized provinces.

The statements came a day after reported Saudi air
strikes on separatist positions in Yemen’s Hadramount
province —and after Washington called for restraint in the
rapidly escalating conflict. According to the Saudi news
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agency SPA, the spokesman for the coalition, General
Turki al-Maliki said they would act “directly and at the
appropriate movement...to protect civilian life”. Saudi
Defense Minister, Khalid bin Salman posted on X that
troops from the separatist STC should “peacefully hand
over” two regional governorates to the government. He
posted “it’s time at this sensitive moment, to let reason
prevail by withdrawing from the two provinces and
doing so peacefully”.

The STC had warned on 26" December, 2025 that
they were undeterred after strikes, blamed on Saudi
Arabia, which hit their positions in the latest escalation
since they seized large swathes of territory in the
Hadramount and Mahrah provinces. In recent weeks,
separatists backed by the UAE and seeking to revive the
formerly independent state of South Yemen have made
territorial gains. According to separatist-affiliated Aden
Independent Channel, hundreds of Yemeni tribesmen
gathered in Aden on 27™ December, 2025, to ask the
STC’s leaders to announce the independence of South
Yemen immediately. Experts say their successes have
embarrassed regional heavyweight, Saudi Arabia, the
main backer of the internationally-recognized Yemeni
government. Mr. Farea al-Muslimi from the Chatham
House think tank in London, said that the STC had
crossed Riyadh’s “red lines” and that the situation
could quickly get worse. He said “it is one bad thing to
humiliate Saudi Arabia and that too to humiliate Saudi
Arabia publicly and that’s exactly what they did”.

On 1% January, 2026, separatists from Yemen’s STC
said that Saudi-aligned government forces would
enter territories, seized by the UAE-backed group, in
a step that appeared unlikely to satisfy Riyadh after it
repeatedly demanded their full withdrawal. Another
source close to the Saudi military said the Riyadh-led
coalition was closely following events on the ground and
making its own assessment. The STC later dismissed
criticism of the deal, saying that the government forces
that would enter their areas would be predominantly
made up of southerners who had been funded and
supervised by Saudi Arabia. The STC spokesperson,
Anwar Al-Thamimi told AFP that “their deployment
along the Saudi border nullifies any argument used by
those trying to incite Saudi Arabia”.

Aden Launches an Offensive Against STC Forces
On 2" January, 2025, the internationally recognized
Saudi-backed government of Yemen launched an

BETTER

MORROW

operation to oust the forces of the STC. The offensive
came as separatists based in the south of Yemen
announced the start of a two-year transitional period
towards declaring an independent state, re-igniting
fears that the country may be split in two parts once
again. In a statement, Aden said it has instructed the
Governor of Yemen’s Hadramount province to take
control of ‘Homeland Shield” forces, granting him full
military, security and administrative authority in what
it said was a move to restore security and order. In an
address on Yemen TV, Governor, Salem Ahmed Saeed
al-Khunbashi said the operation was to be peaceful
and was not a declaration of war. He said it was meant
to prevent the use of camps to threaten security and
to protect Alzubidi, sliding into chaos. He later said
his forces had taken control of a military camp in al-
Khasha’a, the largest and most important base in the
province. The announcement of the operation was
followed by strikes at the airport and military bases in
Hadramount’s Seiyun city. Saudi sources confirmed
the airstrikes that were carried out by the Saudi-led
coalition, adding that the action would continue until
the STC withdraws from the Hadramaut and Mahra
governorates. On 3™ January, 2026, the STC stated
that southern Yemen was being subjected to a land, sea
and land blockade. It responded with accusations that
“northern Islamic factions” — a reference to the Islah
party within the recognized government — had targeted
the civilians. The group appealed for international
intervention against what it described as a “Saudi-
backed military escalation”.

The political infighting has also disrupted travel. Aden
international airport — the hub for areas outside Houthi
control, was closed on the very first day of the New Year
- 2026 - that continued the following day amid disputes
over flight restrictions as both sides traded blame as to
who was responsible for air traffic shutdown. According
to the Flightradar24 tracking website, no planes have
taken off or landed for at Aden airport for more than
24 hours. A Yemeni official said more than 400 tourists
stranded on a Yemeni island of Socotra after flights
were halted due to fighting on the mainland. Later, an
Emirati airline official said the stranded tourists had
arrived from UAE’s Abdu Dhabi airport via Air Arabia.
With its lush landscape, distinctive “dragon blood”
trees, unique animals and turquoise waters, Yemen’s
Socotra archipelago has been a magnet for adventurous
travelers for years. Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to
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Yemen, Mohammad Al-Jaber blamed Aidaros Alzubidi
for refusing to grant landing permission for a plane
carrying a Saudi delegation to Aden, aimed at finding a
solution to the crisis. He said on X “for several weeks
and yesterday, the Kingdom sought to make all efforts
with the STC to end the escalation....but it faced
continuous rejection and stubbornness from Aidaros
Alzubidi” who issued directives to close air traffic at
Aden’s airport on Thursday (1% January, 2026).

On 3" January, 2026, Yemen’s Saudi-backed,
internationally recognized government said it had
retaken control of Mukalla, - the key eastern port in
Yemen and capital of Hadramount - a large province
with stretches of desert along the Saudi border - from
separatists who seized it in December 2025. The
military officials announced that “all military and
civilian facilities” in Mukalla - the provincial capital
- had “been secured” and seized the city’s principal
military base. Most of the casualties had occurred in
strikes by the Saudi-led coalition that targeted military
camps including A/-Khasha and Barshid camps,
west of Mukalla in Hadramount province, held by
the separatists. Witnesses in Mukalla described a
breakdown in security, accompanied by looting, though
Saudi-backed forces appeared to advance with little
resistance.

The rapid government gains since 2" January, 2026 had
reversed many of the advances made by STC and cast
doubt on viability of its intention to hold a referendum
on “independence”. The STC also confirmed the loss of
territory. An STC official said there had been a “retreat
of our forces” from the A/-Khasha area, following
intense Saudi attacks. A military official from the group
told AFP that at least 80 STC troops have been killed in
fighting with Saudi-backed forces and strikes. Around
152 wounded and 130 were taken in captivity since the
fighting began.

On 4™ January, 2026, Yemen’s government accused the
separatists of cutting off the city of Aden and warned it
would “take all necessary measures” after recapturing
territory from them in the east. The government, in a
statement, from the presidential office to official media,
said the STC had taken measures to restrict movement
of citizens into Aden and that it had also received
reports of a campaign of arrests in the city. However,
the separatists denied having restricted movement into
Aden but the government accusations indicate that
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hostility between the sides persists despite proposals for
a dialogue that had raised hopes of a negotiated solution
to the crisis.

United State’s Diplomacy

The US Secretary of State, Marco Rubio spoke with
his Saudi counterpart, Foreign Minister, Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al-Saud, about ongoing tensions in Yemen
and regional security, the state department said. Mr.
Rubio said “the United States is concerned by recent
events in southeastern Yemen. We urge restraint and
continued diplomacy, with a view to reaching a lasting
solution. We are grateful for the diplomatic leadership
of our partners ...and remain supportive of all efforts to
advance our shared security interests”.

Pakistan’s Quiet Diplomacy

Pakistan adopted a decidedly diplomatic path amid
escalating tensions between Riyadh and the Emirates,
quietly prioritizing de-escalation through parallel,
high-level engagement with both its allies in the Gulf.
Islamabad issued no formal statement on the matter but
senior Pakistani leaders moved swiftly on the diplomatic
front. Prime Minister, Shahbaz Sharif travelled to
Rahim Yar Khan to meet UAE President, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan - on a private visit in
Pakistan. There was no public reference to regional
tensions in the statement, though it noted discussion
on a “variety of subjects”. Almost, simultaneously,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Ishaq
Dar held a telephone call with his Saudi counterpart,
Faisal bin Farhan, the foreign office said. Here too,
there was no explicit public mention of Yemen but the
statement did mention that “current regional situation
and recent developments” were discussed. In a post on
X, the foreign office stated that the pair “deliberated
on the recent situation in the region” during the phone
call. It said “the DPM/FM welcomed the Saudi foreign
ministry’s statement regarding Yemen and appreciated
the efforts of all sides to resolve the regional situation
amicably”. Pakistan voiced ‘“complete solidarity”
with Saudi Arabia as violence resurged in Yemen,
reaffirming Islamabad’s commitment to the kingdom’s
security while urging restraint and calling for dialogue
to prevent further escalation in the region, the statement
added. Islamabad also reiterated its support for Yemen’s
“unity and territorial integrity” and for efforts aimed at
achieving “lasting peace and stability”. “In this regard,
Pakistan strongly opposes unilateral steps by any



March 2026

Yemeni party that may further escalate the situation,
undermine peace and stability of Yemen as well as
that of the region”. It further added that Pakistan
welcomed regional efforts to de-escalate tensions.
“Pakistan maintains its firm support for the resolution
of the Yemen issue through dialogue and diplomacy and
hopes that Yemen’s people and regional powers work
together towards an inclusive and enduring settlement
of the issue, safeguarding regional stability”. The
foreign office also welcomed the call by Yemen’s PLC
to hold a dialogue in Riyadh, urging all stakeholders
to engage in “good faith” toward a negotiated political
solution. It expressed Pakistan’s hope that, guided by
the principles of unity and brotherhood, regional efforts
will contribute to bringing lasting peace and stability in
Yemen.

Pakistan’s Active Diplomacy

Prime Minister, Shahbaz Sharif had a telephonic
conversation with Saudi Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, Mohammad bin Salman (MBS) on 31%
December, 2025 and exchanged views on the regional
situation and current developments. He emphasized the
need to maintain unity and harmony among the ranks of
the Ummah in the midst of various current challenges.
The Saudi Crown prince thanked the prime minister
for the call. He reiterated Saudi Arabia’s desire to
expand cooperation with Pakistan in areas of mutual
interest. Both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening long-standing ties between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia, the statement said. The Crown Prince
MBS expressed his desire to undertake an official visit
to Pakistan during the current year - 2026.

Separately, Saudi Ambassador, Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad
Malkiy called on Prime Minister, Shahbaz Sharif at the
Prime Minister’s House in Islamabad on 315 December,
2025 where regional and global developments were
discussed. Prime minister expressed satisfaction over
bilateral relations and reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment
to further deepening ties while appreciating Saudi
Arabia’s support for Pakistan and its role in promoting
regional peace and stability, the statement said.
Ambassador Malkiy conveyed greetings from the Saudi
leadership and reiterated the kingdom’s desire to expand
cooperation with Pakistan in all areas of mutual interest.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office
On 1% January, 2026, Foreign Office said Pakistan was
seeking a diplomatic resolution of the dispute between
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Saudi Arabia and UAE over Yemen, underscoring
Islamabad’s push for dialogue as tensions persisted
between the two of its closet Gulf partners. The foreign
office spokesperson, Tahir Andrabi, during weekly
media briefing, said Islamabad was actively engaging
both Riyadh and Abu Dhabi for restraint and diplomacy.
The spokesperson said Pakistan was pursuing the issue
through multilateral forums including the UN Security
Council. At the OIC, he said, Pakistan advocated “for
peace, dialogue, role for diplomacy including peaceful
settlement of a Yemeni-led, Yemeni-owned political
process. This is in that spirit that we take our role as
a mediator and a facilitator for bringing peace and
prosperity for Yemen and for the brotherly people of
Yemen”, Mr. Andrabi said.

In a statement issued on 2™ January, 2026, the foreign
office spokesperson continued to urge resolution of the
situation in Yemen through dialogue and diplomacy. He
said Pakistan is committed to the “unity and territorial
integrity of Yemen”. He said Islamabad “hopes that
the positive steps undertaken by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the UAE contribute towards peaceful
resolution of the issue”. In his remarks, Mr. Andrabi
highlighted “the wisdom and far-sightedness” shown
by the leadership of the two countries in addressing
the situation in Yemen. Such efforts reflect a common
desire for regional peace and stability by the two
brotherly countries”. He added “Pakistan remains ready
to play its positive role in strengthening the values of
partnership, brotherhood and unity for lasting peace
and stability in the reign”.

Turkiye Diplomacy

Turkiye President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in a phone
call to Saudi Crown Prince, Mohammad bin Salman,
said that Turkiye “is ready to contribute to efforts aimed
at bringing parties together”. He said Ankara is closely
monitoring developments in Yemen and Somalia,
adding that the preservation of the territorial integrity
of the two countries was vital for regional stability.

UAE & Saudi Efforts for a Dialogue

As the fighting threatened to upend the regional order,
it triggered an immediate diplomatic response by the
UAE. In a statement, it urged de-escalation, saying
the Yemenis should prioritize dialogue to safeguard
security and stability. It said it was “deeply concerned”
by the violence. Saudi Arabia, in a statement, posted
by its foreign ministry to social media, called for “a
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comprehensive conference in Riyadh to bring together
all southern factions to discuss just solutions to the
southern cause”. It said the Yemeni government had
issued the invitation for talks.

A member of the Saudi-backed Yemen’s PLC, Tarek
Saleh held a meeting with Saudi Defense Minister,
Prince Khaled bin Salman and exchanged viewpoints
of Yemen. They discussed means to bolster joint efforts
to support the stability of the country and the region’s
security, according to a post on X by the Yemeni official
on 4™ January, 2026.

Egypt Backs Saudi Arabia on Yemen Crisis

On 5™ January, 2026, Egypt said it is aligned with Saudi
Arabia on the conflicts in Yemen and Sudan as well as
the question of breakaway region of Somaliland. An
Egyptian presidency statement said during talks in Cairo,
Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and Saudi
Foreign Minister, Prince Faisal bin Farhan stressed their
countries’ “identical” positions on “reaching peaceful
solutions to the region’s crises”. They said solutions
must “preserve the unity, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of states”, singling out Sudan, Yemen, Somalia
and the Gaza Strip. President Sisi welcomed Saudi
Arabia’s proposal to host an “inclusive conference”
for southern Yemeni groups while Egyptian Foreign
Minister, Badr Abdelatty called for de-escalating and a
Yemeni-led political settlement.

Home Province of STC’s President Struck

A Saudi-led coalition struck the home province of
Yemen’s separatist leader, Aidaros Alzubidi on 7%
January, 2026 after he failed to show up for talks in
Riyadh. The coalition said it had given Mr. Aidaros
Alzubidi, a 48-hour ultimatum to come to Riyadh for
discussions after his STC grabbed swathes of territory
in December, 2025 that was rolled back by the Saudi-
led coalition and allied Yemeni forces. But he failed to
board the flight carrying his delegation. The coalition
struck his home province of al-Dhale after accusing
him of mobilizing “large forces” there.

According to Arab News, Yemen’s PLC ousted the
separatist leader, Aidaros Alzubidi from its ranks on
8™ January, 2026 and referred him for investigation on
charges of high treason after he fled the country. The
Council, in an emergency meeting, revoked Aidaros
Alzubidi’s membership and dismissed two ministers —
Transport Minister, Abdul-salam Humaid and Minister
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of Planning and International Cooperation, Waed
Badhib — from their posts. The meeting also revealed a
split within the STC as one of its prominent members,
Abdul rahman Al-Muharrami attended the session
that voted to oust Aidaros Alzubidi. The officials said
Muharrami’s Giants Brigades forces have also been
deployed to help prevent security breakdowns in Aden
in coordination with the government.

The showdown between Yemen’s rival factions has
raised fears that its second city, Aden where the STC
insisted its leader was still located, could be drawn
into the violence. The STC’s advance and the Saudi
response have also sent relations with UAE, a fellow oil
power and rival power-broker in Yemen, plummeting.
The separatists said they were open to discussions but
warned they had lost contact with their delegation in
Riyadh, urging Saudi authorities to guarantee their
safety. The coalition spokesperson, Major General,
Turki al-Maliki said, in a statement, that Mr. Alzubidi
“fled to an unknown location ... after he had distributed
weapons and ammunition to dozens of elements inside
Aden”. He said the coalition carried out strikes to
prevent Mr. Alzubidi from “escalating the conflict” and
extending it into Dhale governorate. An STC official
said that Mr. Alzubidi decided not to join the delegation
flying to Saudi Arabia for talks after hearing he would
be asked to dissolve his group which forms part of the
PLC.

On 8™ January, 2026, the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen
said that southern separatist leader, Alzubidi has fled the
country by boat, as government forces advanced on the
city of Aden. The coalition said, in a statement, that Mr.
Alzubidi travelled from Yemen to Somaliland where he
boarded an aircraft to Mogadishu. The coalition stated
the plane was later tracked to a military airport in Abu
Dhabi. Meanwhile, the Somali government announced
it has launched an investigation to determine if its
airports were used to transport a “political fugitive” —a
reference to Mr. Alzubidi. The country’s Immigration
and Citizenship Agency said that if this proved to be
true, it would constitute a “serious violation” of national
sovereignty.

Mr. Alzubidi's escape follows his failure to appear to
‘Crisis Talks’ in Riyadh on 7% January, 2026. His group,
STC claimed he had been asked to go to Saudi Arabia
under threat. In a statement, the Saudi-led coalition
provided further details about the flight from Somaliland.
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It said the aircraft turned off its identification system
over the Gulf of Oman before turning it back after 10
minutes, prior to its arrival at 4/-Reef military airport in
Abu Dhabi. A witness told Reuters the situation in Aden
appeared stable on 8" January, 2026 with Saudi-backed
Yemeni government forces patrolling the streets with
no signs of STC forces. Authorities have also imposed
a nighttime curfew in the city. Aden served as the seat
of Yemen’s internationally recognized government
since Houthi forces seized the capital, Sanaa in 2014.
However, the leaders of the Saudi-backed government
left Aden in December, 2025 after the STC took control
of the city.

The Saudi-led coalition first intervened in Yemen in
2015 to support the government against the Houthis
- an intervention that led to one of the world’s worst
humanitarian crises. The STC was established in 2017
and later joined the government coalition.

STC Response

Meanwhile, the STC has welcomed a call for dialogue
by Saudi Arabia to end the recent military escalation. In
a statement, it said, the Saudi initiative was a “genuine
opportunity for serious dialogue” that could safeguard
“the aspirations of the southern people”. According to a
senior official of the group, Mohammad Al-Ghaith, the
STC delegation has held fruitful talks with the Saudi
ambassador to Yemen. After days of fighting, a Yemeni
official said, a large delegation of STC headed to Riyadh
on 7% January, 2026 at the official invitation of Saudi
Defense Minister, Prince Khaled bin Salman. Saudi
Arabia had called for talks between Yemeni factions in
Riyadh at the request of Yemen’s government with both
camps, agreeing to take part. The STC leader, Aidaros
Alzubidi skipped the planned meeting and fled Yemen
on the same day.

The Saudi-organized talks indicate the beginning
of de-escalation efforts after the clashes in Yemen’s
government-run areas that exposed a rift in Gulf
powers - Saudi Arabia and UAE. Both Gulf’s wealthy
oil-producers and neighbors, have long supported rival
factions in Yemen’s fractious government which is
based in the country’s south. The conflict had triggered
amajor feud between UAE and Saudi Arabia, fracturing
a coalition created to fight the Iran-aligned Houthis -
still dominant military force in Yemen. They seized
the Yemeni capital, Sanaa in 2014. Saudi Arabia and
UAE were together in a coalition, battling Houthis in
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Yemen’s civil war but the STC advances exposed their
rivalry and brought into focus, big differences on a wide
range of issues across the Middle East, ranging from
geopolitics to oil output. The Gulf countries intervened
the following year in support of the internationally
recognized government, splitting Yemen into rival
zones of control. Aden has been the main seat of power
outside Houthi-controlled areas since 2015 but leaders
of the internationally recognized government left the
city for Saudi Arabia early in December, 2025 when
STC seized control. Government forces backed by
Saudi airstrikes took back control of the strategically
important Hadramount and Mahra provinces in the east
of Yemen.

Dissolution of STC Movement

A delegation of Yemeni separatists, allegedly held in
Riyadh, said on 9" January, 2026 that they had to dissolve
their movement after a failed land grab that infuriated
Saudi Arabia. But the announcement was dismissed as
made under duress by their colleagues based in UAE.
STC Secretary General, Abdulrahman Al-Subaihi, part
of a high-level delegation that the STC alleges has
been “arbitrarily detained” by Saudi authorities. The
announcement escalates a rapidly evolving situation
after the STC’s offensive in southern Yemen was put
down by Saudi Arabia. “We announce the dissolution
of the STC”, said the statement, which was also carried
by the Saudi-sponsored Yemeni government’s news
agency. It pledged their “commitment to working
towards achieving our just southern goal through
preparations for a comprehensive southern conference
under the auspices of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”.

But in a statement on 10™ January, 2026, the STC said
it had held an “extraordinary meeting” following the
announcement in Riyadh and declared it “null and void”,
saying it had been made “under coercion and pressure”.
The STC Officials, outside Saudi Arabia, signaled
that the move had been made under duress. STC Vice
President, Hani bin Breik, based in UAE capital, Abu
Dhabi, slammed the announcement in a statement on
X as a “political farce’. He said the decision was taken
“under pressure and coercion by an STC team shackled
by the restrictions of house arrest”. A STC spokesman,
Anwar al-Taimimi dismissed the statement in Abu
Dhabi as “ridiculous”, in a message, while another STC
statement dismissed the dissolution and called for the
delegation to be freed. The statement said “decisions
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concerning the STC can only be made by the Council
in its entirety under the chairmanship of the President,
Aidaros Alzubidi”. “This will take place immediately
upon the release of the STC delegation, currently in
Riyadh”. According to Mohammad al-Basha of the US-
based advisory report, the announcement from Riyadh
appears to be an attempt to consolidate Saudi control in
south Yemen.

The STC “was Abu Dhabi’s largest political military
investment in Yemen”. It reiterated calls for mass
protests in southern cities, warning against any attempts
that target the group’s “peaceful activities”. In response,
thousands of people took to the streets of Aden in
southern Yemen on 10" January, 2026, in support of
the country’s main separatist group, STC which denied
it was planning to disband. A witness said the people
chanted “southerner, raise your voice, independence or
death”. Another demonstrator said “we have taken to
the streets again...No one can silence us...not Saudi
Arabia, nor any other party or country”. Another said:
“this large public gathering is a powerful message and a
popular referendum in the south for the STC”.

The armed forces of the rival, Saudi-backed
government said it would “strike firmly and decisively
against anyone who seeks to tamper with security or
disrupt public order”, without making any reference
to the protests. The Saudi Defense Minister, Khalid
bin Salman met on 14" January, 2026 with the head
of Yemen’s internationally recognized government and
members of PLC to affirm the kingdom’s backing.

Saudi Arabia Pledges US $500 Mn for Southern
Yemen

Saudi Arabia has announced a sweeping US $500
million development package for southern Yemen. The
development initiative, spanning 10 provinces, signals
an increasingly assertive posture by the kingdom after
recent volatility in the region. The Saudi Defense
Minister, Khalid bin Salam, in a statement, on his
social platform X said the new projects include the
construction of hospitals, schools and roads as well as
fuel donations to boost power production. The kingdom
also announced the construction of a mosque on the
island of Socotra named “The Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques” — a reference to the Saudi king. The
statement read “this support embodies the kingdom’s
keenness to enhance security and stability and to
contribute to building a better future for Yemen and its

March 2026

brotherly people”.

Pakistan Calls to Address Deepening Crisis

Speaking to the UN Security Council, Pakistan’s
UN ambassador, Asim Ahmad warned that millions
are suffering due to the collapse of basic services.
He said “we encourage all Yemeni stakeholders and
regional partners to engage constructively towards an
inclusive and durable political settlement that reflects
the aspirations of all the Yemeni people and safeguards
regional peace and stability”. He reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitmentto Yemen'’s territorial integrity and opposed
unilateral actions that risk deepening divisions.

Furthermore, Pakistan’s envoy condemned the
detention of UN and relief personnel and the seizure
of UN premises in areas controlled by the Houthis,
terming it a “blatant disregard for international law”.
He urged the Security Council to act with unity to
support a credible pathway toward peace and an end
to the suffering of the Yemeni people. The director
of humanitarian sector for the UN aid Coordination
Office, Ramesh Rajassingham told the Council that
needs are rising while access becomes restricted. He
warned that over 18 million people will face acute food
insecurity in the month of February 2026. Meanwhile,
the UN Special Envoy, Hans Grundberg noted that in
response to STC’s expansion in Hadramout and Al-
Mahra, Saudi-backed government forces moved in
early January 2026 to reassert control, emphasizing that
Yemen’s future cannot be determined by force.

Dr. Z A Qureshi, is MA (Arabic), MSc, MPhil and
PhD in IR. Served in PTV for forty years and rose
to be Controller News. He has been HoD in NUML
and Preston universities.
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PARADIGM SHIFT IN HIGHER
DEFENCE APPARATUS

Soon after the 1971 war, federal
studies were initiated by the |
government to re- appraise the
performance of our military
system during that war. A
key recommendation of these
deliberations and the subsequent
‘White Paper’, published the same
year, included the proposal of creating a ‘unified
high-command structure to oversee all military work
combat coordination, and joint missions.” This took
five years to materialize in March 1976, leading to the
establishment of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
(JCSC) for the purpose. However, the JCSC was
assigned only a diluted role ‘---of providing milita

advice to the government, synchronizing jointness

and coordination among the Army, Navy, and Air
Force’. Later, this mandate was gradually enhanced

to include development of strategic weapons systems
and organizations as well. The chairman JCSC, was
the principal adviser to the government in war time,
but in peace or tension period, he usually formulated
recommendations to the government, on issues of more
than one Service, through a committee system. When
there was divergence of views among the Services,
he presented alternatives for a final decision by the
government, as he did not wield executive authority
over the Armed Forces. Till its recent replacement,
this system worked well, despite its limitations. These
included the following: First; the Services Chiefs and
the CJCSC, had direct access to the prime minister for
military matters concerning their own spheres, which
was mainly beneficial for individual Services, but
unhelpful for tri-services issues and judicious allocation
of scarce resources. It also diminished and masked the
need for unity of command and control, evolution of the
system, to cater for rapid and continuous revolutions
in military affairs or the vicissitudes of regional
and global milieu. Second; many practical opinions
often flew around the Committee conference table,
in the JCSC meetings, but a single option that made
absolute, unqualified sense, could be lost in the debate
to build consensus. Deliberations by this Committee
were thorough but sometimes wasteful in time, that
was unaffordable during tension periods or wars and

Lt Gen Raza M Khan (R)
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weren’t conducive to produce timely decisions, in fast
and fluid conduct stages of operations. Three; the first
principle of war, ‘selection and maintenance of aim’
wasn’t easy to pick, while unity of purpose in training,
preparation, interoperability, joint and integrated
employment of forces, with optimum utilization of
resources was wanting. This caused some disharmony
in the structural growth, formulation of doctrines
and the standardization of the wherewithal for war
fighting. To avoid these problems, a key provision of
Pakistan’s 27% Constitutional Amendment, enacted
this year, reformed the command-and-control structure
of the armed forces that was long overdue. This
progression of the military system, from the JCSC
to the Chief of Defense forces, (CDF) is now in
congruence with the prevailing national security
environments, our threat perception, response
parameters, lessons from recent, conflicts with India
and global rivalries, UN peace keeping and stability
missions, interactions with foreign armed forces and
obligations in multi- nation military assignments.
The switch is also compatible with the nuclear factor
that has brought fundamental changes in the nature and
conduct of conflicts, complicated the linkages between
conventional and nuclear thresholds and blurred the
line between deterrence and defense. The CDF office
could now provide better counsel on bilateral defense
pacts, international treaties like the NPT, CTBT, MTCR
etc. and tri-services inputs, to the government about
development and employment of forces. Additionally,
the new arrangement now satisfies two globally
established principles of war i.e., ‘Unity of Command’
and ‘Economy of Effort or Force’. This shall in turn,
facilitate adherence to all other, fundamental guidelines
for war fighting and military success. For these reasons,
fifteen countries have adopted the Chief of Defense Staff
(CDS) system and thirteen are using the CDF system,
wherein, a single authority acts as the principal advisor
to the government or head of armed forces, respectively,
to deal with all spectra of military matters, including
operations, training, logistics, guidance, monitoring,
evaluation and inspections. Within this framework, the
Services have full autonomy of action. This change
will undo the trend of working in silos by the Services
intelligence, security or logistic components, enable
their integration and introduce joint procurement,
training, employment and deployment. This will act
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as a force multiplier, toward achievement of common
objectives, at an affordable cost, at all rungs and tiers
of conflicts, wars, counter- terrorism and duties in aid
of civil power.

Unity of command shall also ensure an enabling
environment for the Services to merge, minimize
turf battles and promote collaborative planning,
preparedness and operations. Depending on the
situation, the change shall enable easy shifting from a
single service dominated, to a bi-service, or multiple
service-oriented, mutually supportive strategies to
respond, to future threat spectrums. It shall ensure fiscal
efficiency, remove redundancies, minimize combat
frictions, rationalize single service war fighting visions
and preserve operational assets. Most importantly, it
will ensure arriving at clear and timely key decisions,
under one umbrella, for coherent, seamless, and
effective responses. All this will lead to a military
system and strategy that is based on harmonious
and shared perspectives. Such an atmosphere is the
hallmark of complex military technologies, maturity
of doctrines and organizations, command, control,
communications, intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance; along with their innovative software.
This will ensue strategic advantage of information
dominance, superior situational awareness for precision
strikes and resilient operations astride multiple domains
(land, sea, air, space, cyber, Al); that cross traditional
service boundaries.

It’s gratifying that we successfully defended ourselves
in the past, through our military system, supported
by our patriotic people and this was witnessed and
acknowledged by the world, during Operation Bunyan-
Ul-Marsoos.The paradigm shift in our higher defense
apparatus shall further reinforce our deterrence and
defense capabilities, boost our military production and
diplomacy and permit adoption of a flexible, dynamic
and bold, ‘offensive-defense’ posture to protect
ourselves, better in the future. This inevitable change
must therefore be embraced swiftly and earnestly by all

and sundry.

The writer is the former president of NDU Islamabad.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
INTEGRATION FOR INDUSTRIAL
REVIVAL IN PAKISTAN: A
CANAL-BASED APPROACH
The industrial sector in Pakistan P Tf«e*fv‘?‘ ‘Vﬁ k4 ’

is currently at a crossroads. While g

the decline is real—driven by high -
energy costs and policy instability— |
there is a massive, largely untapped
potential for recovery through a
decentralized energy model.

Prof Dr. Amir
Haider Malik

Here is a breakdown of the industrial
collapse and the proposed solution through integrated
“green” energy cascades.

Why Industry is Collapsing: The Core Drivers
Pakistan’s “Large Scale Manufacturing” (LSM) has
faced consistent contraction due to a “vicious cycle” of
energy and fiscal issues:

Energy Cost Crisis: Pakistan has some of the highest
electricity tariffs in the region. This is primarily due to
capacity payments (paying private power plants even
when they aren’t producing) and a heavy reliance on
imported fossil fuels.

Infrastructure Deficit: Frequent load-shedding and
an aging grid cause equipment damage and production
delays. Many industries now spend heavily on backup
diesel generators which further inflate costs.

Policy Inconsistency: Frequent changes in taxes,
import duties on raw materials, and shifting export
incentives make long-term industrial planning nearly
impossible.

Monetary Constraints: High interest rates and a
volatile Rupee make it expensive for manufacturers
to import the machinery needed for modernization or
“industry 4.0” upgrades.

The Solution: The “Renala Khurd” Cascade Model
Multiplication

The Renala Khurd Hydropower Plant, established in
1925, is a masterpiece of “low-head” engineering. It
uses the natural flow of the Lower Bari Doab Canal to
generate electricity. This model can be scaled across
Pakistan’s 56,000+ km canal network.

A. Integrated Solar-Hydel Cascades
Rather than relying on massive dams (which take
decades to build), Pakistan can implement a Cascade
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Network:

Hydel Micro-Plants: Install small turbines (like the 1.1
MW Renala Khurd model) every few kilometers along
canals where there is a “fall” (natural drop in height).

Canal-Top Solar: Cover the canals with solar panels.
This saves land, reduces water evaporation (crucial for
irrigation), and the water underneath keeps the panels
cool, which actually increases their efficiency.

The Hybrid Advantage: Solar provides peak power
during the day, while the canal flow (hydel) provides
steady “base-load” power, including at night.

B. Impact on the Industrial Sector
To revitalize industry, these power hubs should be
linked directly to Special Economic Zones (SEZs):

Direct “Wheeling”: Allow industries to buy power
directly from these canal-side plants, bypassing the
inefficient national grid and its heavy taxes.

Localized Grids: By generating power where the
industry is located, “transmission losses” (electricity
lost in long wires) are virtually eliminated.

Cost Stability: Once the initial infrastructure is built,
the fuel (water and sun) is free, allowing industries to
sign 20-year contracts for cheap, fixed-price energy.

Conclusion

Pakistan’s industrial sector can recover from its current
decline by adopting a decentralized, green energy
model. The proposed solution involves integrating
solar and hydropower cascades along the country’s
canal network, like the Renala Khurd model. This can
provide cheap, stable energy, reduce reliance on fossil
fuels, and boost competitiveness. Key benefits include:

- Reduced energy costs

- Increased energy independence

- Localized grids and reduced transmission losses

- Opportunities for industrial growth and modernization

Dr. Amir Haider Malik (Ex Advisor to Rector),
COMSATS University Islamabad, Park Road,
Chak Shahzad, Islamabad, Pakistan,

Cell Phone: 0092 - 333 - 58 11 893,
E-Mail:ahmalik1952@gmail.com
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FROM WASTE TO WORTH:
REIMAGINING SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT FOR A
SUSTAINABLE AND DIGITAL
PAKISTAN

Abstract

This article examines  how
effective solid waste management
significantly influences sustainable
development, with environmental
quality and digitalization acting as
critical mediating forces in achieving
long-term economic, social, and Ik
ecological balance.

By aligning waste governance reforms with the
Sustainable Development Goals, it highlights how
data driven systems, environmental stewardship,
and circular economy practices can transform waste
from a liability into a strategic resource for Pakistan’s
sustainable future.

Introduction: Waste Is Not a Problem, It Is a Policy
Failure

Every morning in our cities from Karachi to Peshawar
mountains of waste quietly accumulate at street corners,
open drains, and landfill edges. We step around them,
often unaware that what lies before us is not merely
garbage, but a mirror reflecting our governance
gaps. behavioral patterns, economic priorities, and
technological lag.

Solid Waste Management (SWM) is no longer a
municipal routine; it is a national sustainability
question. It directly influences public health, climate
resilience, urban planning, economic productivity, and
social equity. In the context of Pakistan’s development
trajectory, ineffective waste systems undermine progress
toward the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), particularly:

i.  SDG 3 Good Health and Well-being

ii. SDG 6 Clean Water and Sanitation

iii. SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities

iv. SDG 12 Responsible Consumption and Production
v. SDG 13 Climate Action

My academic research examines how solid waste
management impacts sustainable development,
particularly  through the mediating roles of
environmental factors and digitalization. The findings
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are clear: waste does not merely affect sustainability, it
shapes it.

The question before us is not whether we can afford to
improve waste systems. The real question is whether
we can afford not to.

Solid Waste and Sustainable
An Invisible Link

Sustainable development rests upon three pillars:
economic growth, environmental protection, and social
equity. Solid waste intersects with all three.

Development:

1. Environmental and Climate
Burden

Open dumping and unmanaged landfills generate
methane a greenhouse gas far more potent
than carbon dioxide. Leachate from waste sites
contaminates groundwater and agricultural land.
Plastic waste clogs waterways, contributing to

urban flooding and marine pollution.

Degradation

When waste management fails, environmental
quality  deteriorates. = This  environmental
deterioration mediates the broader relationship
betweenwaste systems andsustainabledevelopment.
Poor environmental conditions reduce agricultural
productivity, increase disease burdens, and inflate
public health expenditures.

2. Economic Losses Hidden in Plain Sight
Pakistan generates thousands of tons of municipal
solid waste daily, yet recycling rates remain
critically low. Informal waste pickers recover some
value, but systemic inefficiencies mean recyclable
materials worth billions of rupees are lost annually.

A circular waste economy could:

i.  Generate green employment

ii. Reduce import dependency for raw materials

iii. Lower municipal expenditure on landfill
management

iv. Stimulate small and medium enterprises

Waste, when managed strategically, becomes an
economic resource rather than a fiscal liability.

3. Social Equity and Public Health
Improper waste disposal disproportionately affects
low-income communities. Open dumping near
marginalized neighborhoods increases exposure to
respiratory diseases, vector-borne infections, and
contaminated water supplies.
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Thus, solid waste management is not only an
environmental or economic issue, it iS a social
justice issue.

Environmental Factors as a Mediating Force
Environmental quality acts as a bridge between waste
management practices and sustainable development
outcomes.

When waste is segregated, recycled, composted, or
converted to energy:

1. Air pollution declines

i1. Water contamination reduces
iii. Urban cleanliness improves
iv. Biodiversity is protected

Improved environmental indicators then enhance
quality of life, increase productivity, and support long-
term economic stability.

Conversely, when environmental degradation intensifies
due to mismanaged waste, sustainable development
efforts in education, health, and poverty reduction
become significantly constrained.

This mediating role of environmental factors
demonstrates that sustainability cannot be achieved
through isolated policy interventions. Waste
management must be integrated into climate policy,
urban planning, and industrial regulation frameworks.

Digitalization: in Waste
Governance
If environmental reform is the bridge, digitalization is

the accelerator.

The Game Changer

TheFourthIndustrial Revolution presentsunprecedented
tools to transform waste management systems. Smart
governance is no longer optional, it is essential.

1. Smart Collection Systems

GPS enabled waste collection vehicles, route
optimization software, and sensor-based smart bins
reduce fuel consumption, operational costs, and
service delays.

2. Data-Driven Policy Making
Real-time data analytics can:

1. Track waste generation patterns
ii. Identify illegal dumping hotspots
iii. Improve resource allocation

iv. Monitor recycling performance

Without data, waste policy remains reactive. With
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digital tools, it becomes strategic.

3. Transparency and Accountability
Digital dashboards accessibleto citizens canimprove
municipal transparency. When communities can
monitor service performance, governance improves.

4. Integration with Circular Economy Platforms
Digital marketplaces can connect waste producers
with recycling industries, promoting industrial
symbiosis and reducing material wastage.

Digitalization, therefore, mediates the waste-
sustainability relationship by improving efficiency,
transparency, and innovation capacity.

Aligning Solid Waste Management with the SDGs
To meaningfully contribute to national and global
sustainability commitments, Pakistan must align waste
policies with SDG targets:

i. SDG 11.6: Reduce adverse environmental impact
of cities

ii. SDG 12.5: Substantially reduce waste generation

through prevention, reduction, recycling, and reuse
iii. SDG 13.2: Integrate climate change measures into
national policies

This alignment requires:

National waste segregation legislation

Investment in waste to energy technologies
Strengthening public private partnerships
Formalizing and protecting informal waste workers
Integrating digital governance frameworks

M NS S

Waste governance should be embedded within Pakistan’s
climate adaptation and green growth strategies.

Challenges: Where Do We Stand?
Despite policy frameworks, practical implementation
remains fragmented due to:

i. Institutional overlaps between federal and provincial
authorities

ii. Limited municipal financing

iii. Weak enforcement mechanisms

iv. Low public awareness regarding waste segregation

v. Inadequate technological integration

However, challenges should not discourage reform.
They highlight the urgency of coordinated, evidence-
based policy transformation.

The Way Forward: A Multi-Stakeholder Model
Sustainable waste management requires collaboration
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across sectors:

Government
1. Strengthen regulatory enforcement
ii. Provide fiscal incentives for recycling industries
iii. Digitize municipal waste systems

Private Sector
i.  Adopt extended producer responsibility (EPR)

ii. Invest in eco-design and biodegradable
alternatives
Academia

1. Conduct applied research
ii. Develop digital waste management prototypes
iii. Train environmental management professionals

Citizens

i. Practice household waste segregation

ii. Reduce single-use plastics

iil. Participate in community recycling initiatives
Sustainability is not a government project alone; it is a
societal transformation.

Conclusion: Transforming Mindset Before
Infrastructure

At its core, solid waste management is about values,
how we consume, how we discard, and how we respect
shared spaces. Digital tools can optimize systems.
Environmental regulations can protect ecosystems.
Economic incentives can stimulate recycling industries.
But without a cultural shift toward responsible
consumption, infrastructure alone will not solve the
problem.

Pakistan stands at a critical developmental juncture.
If we integrate environmental stewardship and digital
innovation into waste governance, we can convert an
urban liability into a green economic opportunity.

Waste is not the end of a product’s life. It is the
beginning of a new responsibility. The future of
sustainable development in Pakistan may very well
be determined not by what we produce but by how we
manage what we throw away.

Dr Muhammad Ahsan Igbal (Assistant Professor-
Rawalpindi Women University, Faculty Member
of Business and Administration). can be reached at

Ahsanminhaj93@gmail.com

O



BETTER

MORROW

RECONCILIATION &
RAPPROCHEMENT

The mesmerising sunrise from the
oceans viewed from captivating
sand spots of Gawadar in the base
of PC hotel energises you to stand
on your square feet and triggers you
to wonder and explore the hidden
treasures from the depths of the
oceanic turbulent currents.

Lt Col Hamid G
Anjum

The silver streaks of golden sun

move in its ordained orbit around the globe and offers
you scintillating beauty of the world. One really moves
out of his mind and body to witness the hypnotising
dying sun radiating poetic golden shades of the hottest
planet diving into the soothing green water of Jewani.
That’s probably the world’s best sunset scene and one
can’t resist to think deeper into the divine order. The
nature provides you so many attractions that you get
absorbed in the perplexities of unthinkable mosaics of
beautiful creatures of the Almighty Allah. The feeling
of sunrise and sunset on the green cleaner beaches of
the “Golden Balochistan” are exceptional wonders
which can attract millions of tourists around the world.

Travelling around the muddy volcanoes on the winding
coastal belt of 650 kms long in itself is an attractive
tourist sight and one wonders by recapitulating different
natural shades travelling along the seashores. The
unexplored arena of Jewani, Turbat, Pashi, Panjgur and
Gawadar has a wonderful, picturesque landscape.

We need to evolve our systems and convert these sights
into attractive tourist hubs. The whole of Balochistan
depicts vast lands and mountains with captivating
valleys offering loaded trees of apples, pears and the
finest grapes. An approximately 11% of the world’s
total growth of dates is produced in this wonderland.

It has a wide road network with a railway track
connecting us to Iran and Chaman. This track has long
tunnels made through the mountains. The people of
Balochistan are loving, caring and extend the warmest
hospitality to their guests. They jealously guard their
rich tribal traditions and gradually allowing modern
accessories to reach their safe havens.

A strong “sardari” system is in vogue in the tribes and
social advancement prevails only with the consent of the
elders. However, education is spreading fast and trying
to break the shackles of pessimism and backwardness.
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Saindak and Rikodek are huge projects of gold, copper
and other valuable minerals. This national treasure has
to be handled with great responsibility because of its
strategic implications. It has far reaching implications
on our national economic progress.

Saindak project was completed with China’s help
amounting to approximately Rs.17 Billion. As a pilot
project, 1500 tons of copper and 30 mounds of high
standard gold was excavated. The golden project was
somehow closed in 1997-98 by Nawaz Sharif under
pressure from covert powers.

The complete report of this golden treasure is available
with the government. Natural resources are our national
wealth and we reserve the right to make the best of it
to transform Pakistan into a developed world .We can’t
afford to let the looters grab such a golden opportunity
to steal our strategic reserves.

The recent backlash of jingoism has created a security
dilemma. We need to evolve well entrenched and
predictable responses with workable solutions to bring
these angry rebels back into the mainstream. They are
just few in numbers but meddled and injected by RAW
and other anti-state elements. We have to intelligently
deal with insurgency and discontent Baloch separatists’
movements. The strategy evolved to combat this internal
strife has multifarious components of hate and anger.
Our LEAs are well aware of these facts and figures. The
violence has to be controlled through innovative hi-
tech means to outclass extra vigilant means of survival
used by insurgents. A well thought out map needs to
be drawn with meticulous planning to overpower the
hideouts and sanctuaries.

The perpetrators have to be tackled smartly by efficient
use of highly trained human intelligence.

The educated angry youth doesn’t seem to be under
control of traditional sardars. A comprehensive plan has
to be executed forthwith with abundant job opportunities
to engage bulk of educated minds in the government.
There exists a larger scope to accommodate them
without any hassle through formal employment system.

The violence can diminish to manageable limits by
social engagements and participation of talented
spirited youth in the activities of national coherence.
The majority of people are very friendly and hospitable.
An improved system of participatory involvement at
the local level will certainly accrue desired buoyancy of
patriotism and nationhood. The resolve lies in dialogue
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and meaningful engagement. Local spirited youth has
to be empowered with decisive authority to plan and
execute their development schemes and show time
bound results in their respective areas.

Abundant incentives should be generously extended
to pacify years long disappointment and expectations
from selfish political leaders who have unfortunately
not delivered the given funds and rather compounded
the issue with their vested interests. We should avoid
morally reprehensible measures for the dubious
counterproductive results. We must realise that
segregation will not help integration rather fuel
the igniting fire to make it a flame of uncontrolled
circumstances.

Moral considerations with the latest tools of engaging
angry minds will have to be incorporated to engage
the poisoned groups for an amicable resolve of age-
old animosity from within. Let’s make them agree to
disagree with their stubborn stance and then able minds
with patriotic enthusiasm should use their professional
expertise to negotiate and convince them to peaceful
solutions.

The governance and political structure must be all
inclusive and firm hold on all areas of the large province.

We can always find sympathetic collaborators from
within the civil society who have strong ingress with
deeper insights. Middle class supporters can play a
productive decisive role in finding a plausible resolve.
There is no dearth of such staunch believers who have
strong faith in the federation and sanctity of Pakistan.
The prudent definition should be to avoid playing them
in malicious hands of the enemies. The resistance
groups be marginalised with systematic intervention
of loyalist and enthusiastic youth. Let’s make a sincere
effort to diminish sinister designs and distrust. Let’s
promote harmonious feelings, and hegemonic emotions
hidden behind angry faces.

All efforts should be launched to lessen the looming
threat of violence and acts of terrorism. Let’s trace
out our own surroundings to find adherents within the
prevailing system. All covert and overt actions should
try to wash the seeds of fissures sowed in the poisoned
minds. The negative sequential steps taken in the right
direction will pave the way for achieving the desired
reconciliation. The state apparatus with all its yawning
spans should grasp hardened strong heads and deal
them accordingly to make them realise their justifiable
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demands within the legal purview of the government.

A comprehensive determined policy with a strong
conviction to engage these angry young men will
certainly accrue the desired results beaming with the
hope of optimism. Technical and digital reach out
will enable us to cut off the nefarious supply chains,
misaligned routes of improvised communication set
ups. The cutting of foreign intervention with all kinds
of resources has to be crushed with an iron hand.
The handlers must be taken to task with exemplary
punishments.

Social pressure from peace loving society should be
encouraged and used as a leverage to accommodate
raw minds to influence their peers. Vigilant officials
can comfortably reach out to the concerned families to
help engage their loved ones to come out of the forced
cluster of discerned groups. We need to synergise our
strength with open minds to foster our connections
slowly and gradually. There exists a lot of scope by
extending empathy to the victims. There is no denying
the fact that pouring of foundation flow on the rocky
stones can always make porous outlets to simmer the
required droplets of fresh water to sprinkle on the minds
of budding youth.

The agitating groups must be reached out to be heard
and assured for redressal of their genuine grievances.
A softer friendly aspect with a flexible approach can
successfully win their hearts and minds. These influential
pressure groups be handled with due diligence by their
elders. The traditional Baloch exhibit a lot of respect to
their elders. We must honor this tribal custom to rebuild
their confidence. Let’s find an amicable solution with
traditional customary approach of regional social norms
of grace and sovereignty. They are proud Pakistanis and
genuinely take pride in strengthening the edifice of the
federation.

Let’s remove the discontent of mistrust animosity
and build homogenous strong bonds to foster
national unity and coexistence. That is the plausible
solution, and it must be implemented with national
fervour and enthusiasm. Let’s repose and reaffirm the
affinity of our Baloch brethren who have sacrificed
for the safeguard of our country. Let’s acknowledge
their contribution and give them due credit for their
wholehearted participation in strengthening our national

cause of unity, faith and discipline.

O
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I LAMENT

O highly honored
nation of power!

Let blood no longer
write 1ts name

upon the earth,

Let crimson wounds
give way to breathing
green.

Rise with me—

Lay down the language of fire and
steel,

And script the future softly with poets’
ink,

Where words grow wings and become

bridges,
And peace, at last, learns how to
bloom.
Let the soil forget the bitter taste of
iron,
And remember only the ink of spring,
Poured gently from the hands of a poet

At the touch of love,
everyone becomes a poet.

Plato

: THE SOVE AFFAIRS OF

E-‘;lmnous TWRITERS

*Pak Emirates Military Hospital (PEMH)
Rwp Comprehensive Stroke Center*

This is to inform the general public, healthcare
professionals, and referring institutions that Pak
Emirates Military Hospital, Rwp has achieved the
distinction of being the First Comprehensive Stroke
Centre (CSC) in Pakistan. This milestone represents
a major advancement in stroke care in the country,
enabling the delivery of round-the-clock, state-of-
the-art management of acute stroke and complex
cerebrovascular disorders under one roof.

The PEMH Comprehensive Stroke Center provides
24/7 advanced stroke care, including but not limited
to:

Core Stroke Services

*+ Rapid emergency stroke assessment and
advanced imaging

* Intravenous thrombolysis (tPA)

* Mechanical thrombectomy (clot removal from
brain) for acute ischemic stroke and cerebral
venous sinus thrombosis (CVST)

* Emergency aneurysm coiling for subarachnoid
hemorrhage (SAH)

* Advanced neuroimaging facilities including CT,
CTA, CT Perfusion, and MRI

* Dedicated neurocritical care services

Care is delivered by a highly specialized,

multidisciplinary team comprising:

* Interventionalneurologistsandneuroradiologists

* Neurosurgeons

*  Anesthesiologists

* Neurocritical care specialist and dedicated
stroke nursing staff.

The center operates in strict accordance with
internationally accepted stroke care guidelines and
protocols, ensuring timely, evidence-based, and
patient-centered management.

To date, more than *1,000* stroke patients have
been successfully treated at PEMH.

*Emergency Stroke Referral & Contact Information*
- Patients, emergency medical services, and referring
physicians may contact PEMH 24 hours a day, 7
days a week for immediate stroke consultation and
transfer coordination.

PEMH Stroke Center
(Mobile):
0320-5809453

PEMH Emergency:
PASCOM: 0800-34993
PTCL: 051-9273480
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ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)

AMS REPORT - 2025-26 ?
Serving the Nation Since 2012 | . Kashit
ateen Ansari
AMS REPORT - FY 2025-26
ser|Contributors Jul-25 | Aug-25 | Sep-25 | Oct-25 | Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26 Total
BBF 30 Jun 2025 377,156
1 [Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari 528,000 528,000 1,056,000
2 |Col Nasir 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 5,760 23,040
3 |Col Bakhtiar Hakeem 7,680 4,800 4,800 17,280
4 |Mr. Ahmed Al 220,800 220,800
5 |Ms. Saira Tahir 67,200 67,200
6 |Syed Amanullah Husaini 4,800 4,800
7 |Mr. Osama Waris - AMS (SB) 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 11,520
8 |Mr. Mushtag Ahmed Khan 2,880 2,880
Air Cdre Zafar Igbal Mir 9,600 9,600
9 |Col Rasheed Ahmed 4,800 4,800
Total:| 818,880 15,360 5,760 5,760 8,640 538,560 24,960 1,795,076
Beneficiaries
1 |HITEC 2 120,000 120,000
2 |Foundation Univ Rwp Campus 2 55,000 55,000
3 |lIUl Univ 3 70,000 70,000 140,000
4 |APS (Girls) Humayun Road 1 20,000 20,000
5 |Dar-Ul-Madina 1 28,200 23,500 51,700
6 |Rwp Women Univ 11 190,000 43,000 233,000
7 |NUST (MCS) 1 -
8 |Fazaia Med College- 1 -
9 |RB Tech & Learning 1 76,525 76,525
10 |Al-Saeed School System = 16 48,000 48,000
11 |Superior Univ Fsd - 1 35,000 35,000
12 |BUITEMS Quetta- 1 100,000 100,000
Total Paid to Beneficiaries 28,200 | 76,525 55,000 | 260,000 43,000 118,000 | 298,500 879,225
No of Institutions 10 11 10 10 10 1 12
No of Students 23 24 24 26 26 42 1
Received so far 1,795,076
Total Exp 879,225
Bal as on 31 Jan 26 915,851

Receipt 22,504,767.00 24,960.00 22,529,727
Payment | 21,315,375.80 298,500.00 21,613,876
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QURAN E KAREEM

SURAH (5,5’ Ayah 13
2 MS 7 FEB 26

42:13. He hath ordained for you that religion which He commended
unto Noah, and that which We inspire in thee (Muhammad), and that
which We commended unto Abraham and Moses and Jesus, saying:
Establish the religion, and be not divided therein. ....

Translation By Marmaduke M Pickthall

Q.1. Does it suffice all the requirements of a Definition?

Q.2. Who named Islam, Islam, and when?

Q.3. Should you be adding something or deleting something out of it?
He claims He has perfected it.

Q.4. Can you sub-class or sub-divide it and give hames, like sunni,
shia or scores of more found in use?

CREATIVITY. What is it?

1. To live a creative life, we must lose our fear of being wrong.

-
R

()

Joseph Chilton Pearce

2. Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he
grows up. Pablo Picasso

3. Creative endeavor requires physical and mental space; without privacy, solitude, and time

it suffocates...It is impossible to pursue original thought in the scattered remnants of a

day or a lifetime. Judith Groch
4. Creativity can be described as the letting go of certainty. Gail Sheetry
5. Creativity is not far from freedom. To be creative is to know who we are... Garth Aldrich

6. The life of a creative person is lead, directed and controlled by boredom. Avoiding

boredom is one of our most important purpose. Sawl Stoppard
7. True creativity often starts where language ends. Arthur Koestler
Bakhtiar







