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How are you, my dear world mate,
dearest countrymen and the readers.
Not only we share the planet earth,
we come of the same father; Adam
peace be upon him. We believe
in the same God, Lord, Allah,
Eishwar... call Him by any name.
Wishing you health, happiness and
above all an unwavering hope. ©) fé‘? W

All those who believe in the death, and life hereafter
should have been closer. But ARE WE? We are all
focusing on Gulf States and the Middle East. What
are these two heads of states; Mr. Trump and Mr.
Netanyahu up to for their world mates! All of us know
Abraham; but what does Abraham Accord carry for
all of us. Does it imply equality, peace and justice
for all? Will it ensure establishment of a Palestinian
State with its capital in Jerusalem? Will it give equal
rights to have access to all types of technology to
Israel and Iran? Why all these values are so elusive,
that it seems to be a joke.

This Issue of Better Morrow is titled US-Iran War
Special. It has been a highly tense period for half of
the world, to say the least. Many a countries were
in the threat and grip of a nuclear war or a world
war. Why did Trump launch this war? Was he forced
into it by Netanyahu? What were the US interests?
The other day Mr. Sajid Tarrar, advisor to American
President, was on the Talk shows of Duniya News.
He had difficulty to prove as to what were the US
interests in waging this war. While Strait of Hurmuz
was open to all before war.... And now its reopening
is one of the top two issues. Why has Lebanon been
attacked by Israel? Israel has occupied good twenty
percent of its territory. How realistic is the ghost of
Greater Israel; that Zionist dream.

24
EELGIET

Both US and Israel are democratic countries. Rather
than the popular will of their people; the world is
in the grip of two persons; Trump, and Netanyahu.
“Government of the people, for the people” How will
President Abraham Lincoln take it now? Neither the
majority of Americans nor of Israel are in favor of the
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decisions of their presidents. Hundreds and thousands
have been on the roads to protest against them. Thank
God, agreement on ceasefire in Lebanon has reached.
And Mr. Mujtaba Khamnie is part to direct talks with
Americans. A good omen for a peace accord; sooner
than later. And if it is inked in Islamabad, Pakistan
would be rightly rewarded for it tremendous efforts.
Full marks for its civil and military leadership.

Dear reader go through two articles by Dr. Samiullah
Malik; One, Broken Peace Silent War, and (6 ¢ A
These two detailed accounts would reveal tons of
information, and what has been behind the scenes
and how all has affected in reality. There is resonance
of new world order, and may be the replacement of
UNO; put together shaping the next century. One
article is coming right from US by Mr. Irtiqa A Zaidi.
After what Israelis have done with people of Gaza;
American general public has gone against both Jews
and Trump. Friends and Foes and those brokering the
peace in between have to bear heavy responsibility.
Article by Col Hamid is trying to untwine the real
power, diplomacy and fundamental human values of
equality, justice and peace. Brig Asif Haroon our core
defence analyst is revealing and explaining ‘Last
minute Hitches...Gulf crisis’. I would rather term
it Crises. It does involve the interests of the country
far away from the Gulf, like China. He has vividly
explained the importance and role of Pakistan. Has
also unfolded as to why Pakistan is the target of
terrorism. How about our Budget and the shackles
of IMF. Study the article by Mr. Kashif M Ansari.
Point of focus is Energy, and all of its forms and the
dynamics of its cost and price. Dr. Amir H Malik,
an accomplished hydrologist has dwelt on Indian
vicious designs to divert waters of our eastern rivers;
especially Chenab.

My dear reader there is lot more to read; please
explore. Find your role and where and how it can
be more productive and fruitful.

- O -



EROMATHEIDESK(OEICHAIRMAN

PASSING THROUGH
UNPREDICTABLE TIMES!

Probably human life has never
been in such doldrums, post-World
War Two. Every day and night the
world is waiting for the utterances
of one man, Donald Trump, The
President of USA. And he himself is RIS INE L GE:

looking at another person to ‘allow’ Lodhi (R

him to respond positively to the world expectations,
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of Israel. Iran is
anxiously waiting for a response via Pakistan, where
the Field Marshal Asim Munir has taken upon himself
the burden of bringing the stubborn warring countries
on a negotiating table to talk peace. While this big
disturbing pause (no peace no war situation) and the
prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz has drawn all
the focus and attention of the world, Israel in Lebanon,
Gaza, West Bank and elsewhere is busy killing civilians,
destroying their houses and pushing them out of their
centuries old abodes, clearly and openly unfolding the
Concept of Greater Israel.

So if there is one country that clearly benefits from this
inordinate and deliberate delay in signing of a Peace
Accord between US and Iran, it is surely Israel. That
may also be the reason of this lull between US and Iran,
enabling Israel to continue on the spree of capturing
territories and butchering civilians, mostly women and
children. And the world including nearly all the Muslim
countries, watching this carnage like spellbound
heartless zombies.

Back home the poverty stricken masses hit by inflation
and high energy costs are anxiously waiting for the
promised era where their economic woes and lack of
justice related difficulties would end. Strong local
representative  governments, smaller manageable
provinces, removal of flaws in NFC Award, etc. etc. are
all being awaited. The menace of terrorism is hitting
back with vengeance and increased frequency and there
appears to be no remedy in sight. THE DARK NIGHT
IS NOT ENDING, UNFORTUNATELY. Today do
not have the heart to even say or write few promising
words, because it may be just another mirage.

—O—

LAST-MINUTE HITCHES IN
SETTLEMENT OF GULF CRISIS

Pakistan’s Rise to Fame
Indigestible to the Spoilers
Following his high profile
meetings in Tehran, Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir travelled
directly to Beijing without delay, |

where he held an extensive
closed-door consultation with

Chinese President Xi Jinping — a development that,
according to some commentators, stirred intense
concern in Washington. According to the narratives
promoted by several news channels, which received
widespread international media attention, Pakistan’s
military leadership conveyed to the Chinese side what
was described as a major diplomatic breakthrough:
that the decades-old danger of direct conflict between
the United States and Iran could be moving toward
de-escalation, with an interim understanding entering
its final phase.

AR

Pakistan was uniquely positioned to engage
simultaneously with two of the world’s greatest

strategic rivals — Washington and Beijing — and
succeeded in earning the confidence of both on a

highly sensitive geopolitical mission. It represented
one of Pakistan’s most significant geopolitical

manoeuvres in recent history. A diplomatic deadlock
between Iran and the United States, long considered
irresolvable by many international analysts, was
now being revisited through the strategic efforts
of policymakers in Rawalpindi and Islamabad. It
showed that Pakistan is no longer merely an ordinary
state on the world map, but an increasingly influential
“kingmaker” in Middle Eastern and global politics —
a country whose participation is becoming essential
in major peace initiatives and regional economic
frameworks.

Such developments naturally alarmed countries
like Israel, India, and sections within the American
establishment. In all probability it spurred them to
launch the deadly suicide attack on a train in Quetta
through their proxy BLA when Asim Munir was still
in Tehran. It was followed by the shooting incident
near the White House in Washington on the same
night, and soon after, triggered discussion around
the Abraham Accords. It suggested that these events
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formed part of a wider atmosphere of geopolitical
tension and strategic signaling. The purpose was to
scuttle the peace talks.

The US Attempt to Revive Abraham Accords
Global diplomatic pressure has once again shaped
relations between the United States, Saudi Arabia, and
countries across the Middle East regarding the issue
of normalization with Israel. U.S. Senator Lindsey
Graham openly emphasized the importance of more
concrete strategic cooperation in responding to regional
dynamics, particularly concerning a joint response
to Iran’s geopolitical influence in the region. In his
official statement, Graham referred to major defense
agreements and bilateral investment commitments that
have long existed between the parties.

He questioned the future of those strategic partnerships
if regional allies are unwilling to take a firm position
alongside the United States and Israel on the front line.
Graham stressed, “If Iran is considered a threat to the
region, then Middle Eastern countries should also be
directly involved,” while also raising critical questions
regarding military cooperation commitments if a wider
regional conflict were to escalate.

Furthermore, Graham issued a warning if calls to join
the Abraham Accords are rejected. “If you refuse to take
this path as suggested by President Donald Trump, it will
have serious consequences for our future relationship
and make this peace proposal unacceptable.

Saudi Arabia’s Stance

Saudi Arabia, through statements by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and Foreign Minister Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud, has remained consistent with
its diplomatic position. Riyadh emphasized that
normalization or full diplomatic recognition of Israel
will only happen if there is a real commitment to a
two-state solution, including the establishment of an
independent Palestinian State and an end to the conflict
in Gaza.

Sensationalisation by Social Media

Some circles in Pakistan and outside are making a
mountain out of a molehill on this issue, particularly
those unsettled by Pakistan’s rising stature and strategic
relevance.

Asegment has persistently sought to undermine Pakistan
and its institutions as a matter of policy. In pursuit of
political and personal interests, they glorify Pakistan’s
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adversaries and amplify anti-Pakistan narratives
to discredit the state. It is against this backdrop of
negativity that the issue is being sensationalised.

Dispassionate View

The matter, however, deserves to be examined calmly,
rationally, and dispassionately. One must clearly
distinguish between aspirations, ambitions, political
motives, and ground realities. Israel has long aspired to
gain universal legitimacy and recognition, particularly
from the 22 Arab States. The US-led Western bloc has
consistently supported this objective.

Israel has projected itself as a perpetual victim,
advocating its “right to self-defence” and “secure
borders.” The West has largely endorsed these claims
while denying the same rights to others. Israel seeks
to legitimise its occupation of nearly 92 percent of
Palestinian land and ultimately absorb the remainder.
The United States and several European powers have
enabled and facilitated this expansionist agenda.

The vision of “Greater Israel” remains a deeply
rooted ideological ambition among influential Zionist
circles, justified by what they regard as a biblical
entitlement. The US has extended unwavering support
to this project, including political, military, and financial
backing during the devastating war in Gaza.

Washington has also confronted Iran militarily on more
than one occasion in support of Israeli objectives. Donald
Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu are portrayed as being
driven by the same ideological force. In the context of
the Middle East, their agenda is seen as centered on
fulfilling prophecies associated with the Torah and the
Bible. Christian Zionists believe that Jewish control
extending from the Euphrates to the Nile, along with
the reconstruction of Solomon’s Temple, is a necessary
precondition for the second coming of Jesus Christ.

For this reason, American support for Israel is viewed
by them as a religious obligation. According to this
perspective, regardless of how much Muslims invoke
the name of Prophet Abraham or sign Abraham Accords,
hardline Jewish and extremist Christian groups are
united in supporting a crusade-like campaign that
could lead to the genocide of Muslims. During his first
term, President Trump went to extraordinary lengths to
advance Israeli interests; one major outcome being the
Abraham Accords signed in 2020.

Trump wanted all Arab States to join the accords and
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effectively abandon the two-state solution. However,
Saudi Arabia refrained from doing so, while Pakistan
firmly adhered to its principled position on Palestine.
In his second term, Trump’s strategic objectives
reportedly included facilitating the absorption of Gaza,
the West Bank, southern Lebanon and part of Syria into
the Israeli sphere, de-nuclearizing Iran, and completing
the expansion of the Abraham Accords framework.

Changed Geopolitical Dynamics

The four-day India-Pakistan conflict and the ongoing
confrontation involving Iran have significantly altered
regional dynamics. Today, Pakistan stands strategically
stronger in South Asia, while India appears weakened
diplomatically and militarily.

In the Middle East, the conflict has strengthened Iran’s
regional standing while exposing the limitations of
both the United States and Israel. Neither appears
capable of dictating terms as they once did, since
military superiority has failed to achieve their declared
objectives. The termination of war has become a
strategic necessity for the United States for multiple
reasons, whereas Iran appears prepared to sustain
pressure.

Washington is in no position to launch a large-scale
ground offensive and prolong the war, while the
option of tactical nuclear weapons remains virtually
inconceivable because of the catastrophic regional and
global consequences. Trump’s repeated emphasis on
uranium enrichment appears aimed more at appeasing
Benjamin Netanyahu and safeguarding his domestic
political standing than resolving the dispute itself.

Iran has consistently maintained that it does not seek
to build a nuclear bomb and continues to adhere to
that position. The issue had effectively been addressed
through the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in
2015. Israel, however, pressured Trump to withdraw
from the agreement due to concerns over Iran’s
growing missile capabilities and regional influence. In
this context, attempts to revive the Abraham Accords
appear more like a face-saving exercise than a viable
strategic breakthrough.

Pakistan’s Principled Stance on Palestine

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has rejected the
possibility of Islamabad joining the Abraham
Accords, saying Pakistan could not become part of
any arrangement that conflicted with its “fundamental
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ideologies”, after US President Donald Trump publicly
urged several Muslim-majority countries to normalize
relations with Israel.

“Personally, I don’t think we should join any accord
that clashes with our fundamental ideologies,” Asif said
in an interview with a local news channel.

“Right now no initiative in this regard has been
taken by us, nor has anyone asked us.” When pressed
whether Pakistan had been approached by Washington
regarding joining the Abraham Accords, Asif said
Islamabad’s position remained unchanged. Pakistan
rejected Trump’s proposal of Abraham Accords, calling
the two issues ( Iran-US ceasefire , Palestine- Israel) not
interlinked and cannot be made so.

Iran Consider Trump Untrustworthy

Iran has reportedly made it clear that it does not trust
Trump, arguing that his words change too quickly to be
taken seriously. According to Tehran’s view, the problem
is not just disagreement — it is unpredictability. One
moment, Trump signals openness, confidence, or even
the possibility of a deal. A few hours later, the message
shifts completely, leaving diplomats, allies, markets,
and opponents trying to figure out what America’s real
position actually is.

For Iran, that kind of inconsistency makes negotiations
almost impossible. How can any country commit to an
agreement when the person across the table may say one
thing in the morning and the opposite by evening? The
statement highlights a bigger issue: diplomacy depends
on trust, stability, and clear messaging. Without that,
every promise becomes uncertain and every negotiation
turns into a guessing game.

In Tehran’s eyes, Trump is simply too unpredictable to
trust.

Visit of Iranian Officials to Doha

The Governor of the Iranian Central Bank and other
senior officials recently visited Doha, but this time the
tone was far less conciliatory than before. Although the
door to financial diplomacy between Iran and Qatar
reopened once again, the atmosphere carried a quiet
rigidity, where pressure was clearly visible behind
diplomatic smiles.

Tehran conveyed in unequivocal terms that it would no
longer tolerate further delays regarding the nearly $25
billion in frozen Iranian assets held in Qatar. It made
clear that before any new agreement or memorandum
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of understanding could be signed, tangible progress on
the release of those funds would be essential. The harsh
realities of diplomacy are now becoming increasingly
evident. Relationships may outwardly appear cordial,
but beneath the surface every actor pursues its interests
with full intensity and strategic calculation. The visit of
the Governor of the Iranian Central Bank to Doha was
viewed in this context. This time, Iran demanded clear
accountability and signaled that verbal assurances alone
are no longer sufficient. From Tehran’s perspective, the
real test is no longer promises, but their implementation.

This issue is not emerging for the first time. During
earlier indirect negotiations between Iran and the United
States, there had been major announcements regarding
the restoration of Iran’s frozen assets, with Qatar
acting as a guarantor throughout the process. However,
despite the passage of time, the funds were never fully
transferred to Iran. As a result, the perception within
Tehran has strengthened that international agreements
often appear powerful in words, yet political obstacles
render them ineffective in practice. Iran has now
made it clear that no new promise or assurance will
be accepted at face value. Tehran wants a substantial
portion of its frozen assets to be released in advance
as a guarantee, so that any subsequent negotiations can
proceed on a credible and practical foundation. For
Iran, this is no longer merely a financial matter; it has
increasingly become a symbol of economic sovereignty
and resistance against international pressure.

Middle East Chessboard

The diplomatic chessboard of the Middle East is once
again demonstrating that regional relations are not
sustained merely through statements and meetings. Real
power lies with those who can translate commitments
into action. Until Tehran gains genuine access to its
assets, this quiet financial standoff between Doha and
Iran is likely to continue with the same intensity. Iran’s
relations with the UAE and Bahrain will remain
constrained as long as the two States serve the US and
Israeli agenda against Iran.

American Attack to Reignite Confrontation

Reports of American strikes near Iranian strategic
locations, including Shagm Island, Bandar Abbas, and
areas close to the Strait of Hormuz, and Iran’s reprisal
by firing 400 missiles, have only deepened regional
instability. Some analysts view it as a possible pretext
to reignite confrontation with Iran.
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Collective Resistance

Countries such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey, and
Pakistan, which have resisted aligning fully with the US
agenda in the Middle East, are now in a stronger position
toreject external pressure. These countries in partnership
with Egypt and possibly Jordan can collectively assert
that recognition of Israel must remain conditional upon
the establishment of an independent Palestinian state
based on pre-1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its
capital. The foremost priority today is not the expansion
of diplomatic accords, but an immediate end to the war,
followed by sincere negotiations aimed at achieving a
just, lasting, and peaceful resolution of the Palestinian
conflict.

Gratitude to Benjamin Netanyahu

The world should, in a sense, be grateful to Benjamin
Netanyahu. Until recently, Israel appeared invincible.
Today, because of Netanyahu’s policies and actions,
Israel stands increasingly humiliated in the eyes of the
world. Israeli coastlines, Mossad headquarters, airports,
and even sensitive nuclear facilities have reportedly
come under successful missile attacks, shattering the
long-promoted narrative of Israel’s invulnerability.

At the same time, the humiliation and strategic
embarrassment suffered by the United States due to
Netanyahu’s relentless pressure and political blackmail
have left a stain that, according to critics, America may
never fully erase, regardless of how long it tries to restore
its lost prestige. Netanyahu has undoubtedly exposed
before the world the military methods, strategies, and
vulnerabilities of both Israel and the United States.
After this conflict, Israel may have little choice but
to behave like a more restrained and responsible state
within the international community, because the dual
humiliation it has faced in this war is likely to remain a
lasting burden on its strategic psyche. Israel may have
prolonged the conflict for a few days by using Emirati,
Bahraini, Jordanian, and Iraqi territory and facilities,
but for Iran the war has clarified the distinction between
friends and adversaries.

Israel’s absence from a meaningful negotiating
framework may neither allow it to live in peace nor
die in peace. Ironically, Pakistan that does not even
formally recognise Israel’s legitimacy has emerged as a
mediator in the conflict. Israel now finds itself trapped
in a situation where neither remaining nor retreating

appears easy.
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Netanyahu has previously used American presidents to
advance his agenda, and now, according to critics, he is
similarly attempting to influence the leadership in Abu
Dhabi. It should be remembered that the path to peace
in the Gulf passes through Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and
Iran, whereas the path to instability invariably passes
through Israel.

“Wal-Lah Najdain” — Allah Almighty has shown
mankind two paths: the path of good and the path of
evil, while also granting human beings the freedom
to choose between them. Today, many in the Global
South and across the Muslim world believe they should
be grateful to Netanyahu, because it is largely due to
his own aggressive and uncompromising policies that
Israel now finds itself facing unprecedented isolation
and humiliation.

Net Result:

Narendra Modi has, paradoxically, turned out to be
a strategic gift for Pakistan. His highly ambitious,
nationalist, and increasingly authoritarian policies
have, in the eyes of critics, undermined India’s regional
standing and pushed the country into a difficult
strategic position. Conversely, his politics of hostility
and the pursuit of the “Akhand Bharat” narrative
have inadvertently enhanced Pakistan’s relevance,
credibility, and strategic importance in regional and
global affairs.

Similarly, Benjamin Netanyahu pursued an aggressive
strategy aimed at eliminating Israel’s adversaries in
the Middle East and advancing the vision of “Greater
Israel.” However, these policies appear to have backfired,
leaving Israel increasingly isolated internationally,
while casting serious doubts over Netanyahu’s own
political future. At the same time, Donald Trump, in his
quest to “Make America Great Again” by attempting
to contain China and Russia through tariffs, sanctions,
and geopolitical pressure — while simultaneously
supporting Israel’s regional ambitions — now finds
himself facing mounting strategic, political, and
economic challenges.

The writer is retd Brig, war veteran; defence, security,
and political analyst; international columnist; author
of five books; Former Chairman Thinkers Forum
Pakistan, Patron-in-chief CDS; takes part in TV talk
shows.

—O—

June 2026

BROKEN PEACE SILENT WAR
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Upon the great
4 : _ chessboard  of
by - ? — global  politics,
(NYY TR R b the pieces at
&I EP‘T WAk times  advance

in near silence,
and at others the
decrees of destiny are inscribed amid the thunder of
artillery. The twenty-first century—so often heralded
as an age of progress, diplomacy, and the governance
of international institutions—is, in truth, a far more
intricate tapestry: one woven from strands of power,
interest, and ideological contestation, each thread
tethered to the imperatives of national ambition. Iran’s
nuclear programme stands as one of the central chapters
in this unfolding drama—a chapter wherein science,
sovereignty, faith, and the hierarchies of global power
are interlaced with the sudden brilliance of lightning
across a darkened sky.

When the Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov,
asserts that Iran possesses the full right to enrich
uranium for peaceful purposes, his words are not
merely the currency of routine diplomacy. Rather, they
constitute a deliberate move in a silent and enduring
game of grand strategy. Russia, ever eager to cast
itself as a counterweight to Western predominance,
invokes the principle that under the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, every state is entitled
to the peaceful pursuit of nuclear energy. On its face,
this position appears an affirmation of law and equity;
yet beneath it lies a more profound political calculus.
Moscow understands well that to deny Iran its asserted
rights would further skew the already delicate balance
of global power—precisely the juncture at which
principle and interest appear not as adversaries, but as
uneasy companions.

Iran, for its part, speaks in tones both unequivocal
and unyielding. In the words of its Foreign Ministry
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spokesman, Esmail Baghaei, uranium enrichment is
an “inalienable right”—one not subject to negotiation,
nor open to compromise. This declaration is not the
mere obstinacy of diplomacys; it is the echo of a long
historical consciousness. A nation that has endured
centuries of foreign intrusion, colonial pressure, and
revolutionary upheaval now regards the guardianship
of its sovereignty not only as a right, but as a solemn
obligation. One is reminded here of the old maxim of
political thought: that a nation which bargains away
its right to exist has already consigned its destiny to
oblivion.

Uranium enrichment, in its essence, is but a scientific
process. Yet once drawn into the orbit of global politics,
it transcends the technical and becomes emblematic of
power itself. For Iran, it signifies not only a source of
energy and a marker of scientific advancement, but,
above all, a potent symbol of national dignity. For
the United States and its allies, however, the same
process is cast as a harbinger of nuclear armament, a
seed of regional instability, and a threat to international
security. It is precisely this divergence of interpretation
that elevates the matter from a question of science to
one of global consequence.

According to Iranian reports, Washington has advanced
five conditions for the resumption of negotiations, among
them the transfer of some 400 kilograms of enriched
uranium. Though outwardly framed as a gesture of
confidence-building, such a demand appears to Tehran
as a profound encroachment upon its sovereignty. Here
we encounter once more the familiar disposition of
powerful nations: to preserve their ascendancy in the
language of justice, and to circumscribe the freedoms
of others in the name of peace.

The declaration by Donald Trump that a military strike
upon Iran had been deferred at the request of Middle
Eastern leaders—among them Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
and the United Arab Emirates—offers a revealing
glimpse into the region’s intricate diplomacy. A curious
paradox emerges: these states remain wary of Iran’s
expanding influence yet are equally apprehensive of
the conflagration that open war might unleash. It is the
posture of one who stands upon the shore, fearful of the
waves, yet compelled to launch his vessel upon them.

Mr Trump has suggested that an accord may yet be
fashioned—one acceptable to the United States, the
Middle East, and the wider constellation of global
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powers. Yet history counsels caution. Such agreements,
however elegant upon parchment, are too often
scattered by the tempests of competing interests before
they can take root in reality. His further warning—that
in the absence of agreement, military action remains an
ever-present possibility—Ilays bare an enduring truth of
international affairs: that even in our modern age, the
ink of the pen is seldom free from the shadow of the
sword. It is at this frontier that diplomacy approaches
its outermost limits, and the spectre of war begins to
gather upon the horizon.

Equally striking is the observation by Marco Rubio
that a proposed “Project Freedom” was halted at the
urging of Pakistan. This revelation gestures towards
of global diplomacy—a nation that, though often
understated in its posture, still occupies a position as
a bridge between East and West. Its role may be quiet,
yet its resonance is felt within the councils of power.
The spokesman of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, in warning that any “foolish act” would meet
with a firm and decisive response, articulates not mere
rhetoric but a calculated defensive posture. It reflects
the psychology of nations compelled to assert strength
in the face of perceived threat—to persuade adversaries
that they are anything but weak.

Thus, Iran’s nuclear question is not mere technical
dispute over uranium enrichment. It is, rather, a dense
amalgam of sovereignty, geopolitical rivalry, regional
dynamics, and civilisational identity—a contest in
which reason, power, and history are all engaged. Yet
the story remains unfinished. Many chapters are still
unwritten: the precise contours of American demands,
Iran’s strategic calculus, the role of Israel, and the
eventual alignment of global powers. Only when these
elements fully unfold may one hazard a judgment upon
the outcome. Iranian media reports further suggest
that Washington’s five conditions, even if couched in
the language of diplomatic cunning, are influenced
by the same old logic of power that history has often
exposed. They include the transfer of enriched uranium,
limits on enrichment levels, comprehensive access
for international inspectors, transparent monitoring
of nuclear facilities, and moderation in regional and
military posture. Such terms, in effect, amount to
a covenant in which one party is asked to submit its
resources, its scientific progress, and its defense strategy
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to the scrutiny of an external authority. One is reminded,
almost irrefutably, of a long-standing observation: that
when powerful nations make agreements, they often
honor their terms in the name of principle.

Iran’s response—strong to the point of inflexibility—
finds its roots deep in its domestic politics. And since
the revolutionary past of the Iranian Revolution, the
state has based its political philosophy on three enduring
principles: sovereignty (istiglal), resistance to hegemonic
domination, and the preservation of Islamic identity.The
question of uranium enrichment has, in effect, become the
living embodiment of these three foundational principles.
To concede upon it would not, for Iran, constitute a mere
technical adjustment, but rather an ideological retreat
of the gravest order. It is for this reason that the Iranian
leadership frames the matter not simply in terms of policy,
but as one of national honour and civilisational dignity.

The Middle East has ever stood at the crossroads of world
affairs—a region where oil, civilisation, and conflict
coexist in uneasy proximity. The appeal by Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates to defer a strike
upon Iran constitutes a diplomatic gesture of considerable
significance. These states remain apprehensive of Iran’s
expanding influence yet are no less alarmed by the spectre
of open war. It is a condition akin to a game of chess in
which each player seeks to checkmate the other, whilst
remaining acutely mindful of his own vulnerability to the
same fate.

Though absent from explicit mention in certain
formulations, the role of Israel in the Iranian nuclear
question is neither marginal nor obscure. It regards Iran’s
nuclear ambitions as an existential peril, and accordingly
exerts pressure upon the United States, engages in covert
operations, and labours to shape global opinion against
Tehran. Itis, in many respects, an unseen hand—operating
behind the curtain, yet exerting a decisive influence upon
the direction of the entire enterprise. The assertion by

Donald Trump that military action remains a possibility

in the absence of agreement lays bare a defining feature
of modern diplomacy: that negotiation and coercion

proceed in tandem. Even as the language of peace is
invoked, preparations for war continue unabated. One is
reminded of the ancient maxim that those who desire
peace must be prepared for war.

The emergence of Pakistan within this context marks
a development of no small consequence. Should it
indeed be the case that military action was deferred
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through its intervention, this would stand as testament
to its diplomatic capacity. Endowed with a unique
geographical and political position, Pakistan occupies

a singular place: a significant state within the Islamic
world, a nuclear power in its own right. and a nation

capable of maintaining a delicate equilibrium among
competing global forces. These attributes render it, in
effect, a quiet intermediary—its voice subdued, yet its
influence discernible.

The stern rhetoric of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps is best understood not as mere bluster,
but as a calculated psychological stratagem. Such
pronouncements serve a dual purpose: to deter
adversaries through the projection of resolve, and to
fortify domestic morale by reinforcing unity in the
face of external threat. It is a device long employed by
nations confronted with crisis.

The Iranian nuclear issue has once again divided the
world into two broad alignments. On one side stands
the Western bloc—anchored by the United States
and its European allies; on the other, a countervailing
or balancing coalition led by Russia and China. This
configuration evokes the memory of a bygone Cold War,
wherein confrontation seldom took the form of direct
conflict, but was instead waged through diplomacy,
economic sanctions, and the manoeuvring of regional
proxies. At the centre of this dispute lies the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, a global
framework ostensibly designed to prevent the spread
of nuclear arms. Yet its moral authority is persistently
called into question by an evident asymmetry: certain
states retain nuclear arsenals, whilst others are denied
the same capacity. It is this disparity that Iran invokes
to buttress its position, presenting itself not as a violator
of norms, but as a challenger of inequity.

If the entire panorama were to be distilled into a single
proposition, it might be thus expressed: this is not merely
a dispute over uranium enrichment, but a comprehensive
contest over power, sovereignty, and the very notion of
justice in the international order. And yet the narrative
has not reached its climax. There remain unanswered
questions suspended upon the horizon of time: the
precise contours of any prospective agreement, Iran’s
future strategic posture, the repercussions for the global
economy, and the potential consequences of war. These
are matters whose resolution lies not in conjecture, but
in the yet unwritten pages of history.
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The annals of diplomacy teach us that agreements are
never mere instruments of ink and parchment; they
are forged from a delicate alloy of power, expediency,
and prudence. The prospective accord between Iran
and the United States resembles a mirror in which
each party seeks the reflection of its own interests.
Its likely foundations may be discerned in several
key provisions: limitations upon enrichment levels,
reductions in uranium stockpiles, unfettered access for
international inspectors, the gradual easing of economic
sanctions, and commitments to de-escalate regional
tensions. These provisions may appear, at first glance,
as emblems of balance. In reality, they form a strategic
chessboard upon which every move conceals multiple
intentions. It is here that one is compelled to reflect that
the true substance of agreements lies not only in what is
written, but equally in what is left unsaid.

If there exists a persistent shadow upon the horizon
of the Middle East, it is the ideological and strategic
rivalry between Iran and Israel. This is not mere
dispute over territory or resources; it is a collision of
worldviews, a struggle for legitimacy, and a contest
for regional primacy. Israel perceives Iran’s nuclear
ambitions as a threat to its very existence, whilst Iran,
in turn, denies Israel’s legitimacy. Thus, the tension
resembles a smouldering fire, its embers liable at any
moment to erupt into flame. It is this volatile backdrop
that renders every agreement suspect and every peace
inherently fragile. Nor is the Iranian question confined
to the political or military sphere. It extends to the
arteries of the global economy. The Middle East, and
especially the Gulf region, remains the center of the
world’s energy supply. Any major military action
against Iran would almost certainly lead to a sharp
rise in oil prices, disrupt global markets, and create
widespread economic instability. This is why the great
powers avoid war and yet maintain its shadow. One

might sarcastically say that it is a market in which both

peace and war are commodities, distinguished only by
the intentions of those who buy them.

If the talks break down and the drums of war begin
to beat, the possible scenarios are truly dire. Limited
airstrikes could target nuclear facilities, prompting a
swift response. A wider regional conflict could engulf
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen, as proxy wars intensify
and Gulf States become directly or indirectly involved.
Still at a high level, global tensions could rise, with
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Russia and China lining up in support of Iran, while
the United States and its allies stand in opposition.
Such a sequence of events resembles a continuum,
each link of which brings a fresh disaster.

Iran’s strategy rests upon three principal pillars—what

might aptly be termed a doctrine of patient resistance:

diplomatic firmness in negotiations, military preparedness
as a deterrent, and the cultivation of regional influence

through allied networks. It is this triad that elevates
Iran from a vulnerable state to an effective regional
power. The conduct of the United States, for its part,
has long exhibited a dual character: the application of
maximum pressure, coupled with the maintenance of
diplomatic engagement.

It is precisely this duality that has characterised the
approach adopted towards Iran. The strategy resembles
a river whose surface carries gentle ripples, even as
beneath it runs a swift and forceful current. In this
interplay of conciliation and coercion lies the essence
of contemporary statecraft. The alignment of China and
Russia alongside Iran signals the emergence of a new
configuration in global politics. Beijing’s proximity to
Tehran is shaped largely by economic imperatives, while
Moscow’s support reflects a desire to preserve strategic
equilibrium. Together, they gesture towards the outline of
an alternative order—one that seeks, however tentatively,
to counterbalance Western predominance.

Global public opinion may appear, at first glance, to
be no more than a silent spectator in this vast contest.
Yet in reality, the influence of media, think tanks, and
popular sentiment weighs perceptibly upon the decisions
of governments. It is for this reason that each party
labours to present its narrative with the greatest possible
persuasion, mindful that in the court of international
opinion, perception often rivals power itself.

The role of the Muslim world in this matter is at once
significant and, regrettably, fractured. Some states incline
towards the United States, others towards Iran, whilst
yet more remain passive observers. This disunity reflects
a deeper infirmity: that when a civilisation forfeits its
cohesion, its strength is dissipated into fragments. The
entire tableau resembles a complex map in which every
line marks an interest, every colour an ideology, and
every angle a potential hazard. Iran’s nuclear question
thus emerges as a mirror reflecting the contradictions
of the international system—where justice and power,
principle and expediency, peace and conflict stand in
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perpetual contention.

The narrative now moves toward a decisive moment.

The possible consequences of this conflict, its lasting
impact on the world order, and the shape of the
emerging international order—what some would
call a new world order—are questions that could
determine the course of the coming century. We
have reached a point where thought reaches its climax,
history prepares to pronounce its verdict, and the
destinies of nations begin to chart new directions. The
record of history suggests that every conflict ultimately
resolves itself along one of three paths: confrontation,
equilibrium, or reconciliation. These same alternatives
present themselves in the case of Iran’s nuclear dilemma.
Should confrontation prevail, the ensuing conflagration
would scarcely be confined to Iran alone but would engulf
the wider region. Should a precarious balance endure,
tension would become a permanent condition—a silent
war without end. And should reconciliation be achieved,
it would stand as a notable triumph of diplomacy, albeit
one requiring both sides to temper their principles with
a measure of flexibility.

This conflict is not just a regional crisis. It is the catalyst
for a broader shift in the global order. The world seems
to be moving away from a unipolar order in which the
United States has an unprecedented influence. China
emerges as an economic power, Russia reasserts itself
as a strategic counterweight, and Iran emerges as a
symbol of resistance—an actor that remains steadfast
in its position despite constant pressure. What we are
witnessing is the tentative formation of a multipolar
world.

For the Muslim world, this entire episode teaches a lesson
with profound consequences. The most important
of these is the need for unity: division remains its
greatest threat, because in unity its voice carries far
more weight. Second, intellectual and scientific self-
reliance is being made imperative. Iran’s nuclear
program is proof of the fact that knowledge and
science are the real foundations of power. Third,
there is the enduring principle of self-restraint and
dignity: those nations that endure are those that
remain true to their principles, come what may.

For Pakistan, the present moment represents
both an opportunity and a chance. It must wisely
navigate the competing pressures of global powers,
play a constructive role within the Muslim world,
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and strengthen its internal stability. If guided
by foresight, it can play the role of an effective
mediator in this complex conflict. War has been a part
of civilizations in every era. It is not simply a clash of

arms but a clash of values, a test of humanity and the
means by which history pronounces its verdicts. Should

mankind once again resort to war, it would cast a long
shadow over all claims to progress.

In our time, conflict is fought not only on the battlefield,
but also on television screens, through social media,
and within news narratives. Each seeks to present its
own account as the ttath, and to discredit its opponent.
This contest of narratives has become one of the
defining weapons of the modern era. At the heart of
this entire question lies a fundamental inquiry: is
power the ultimate  of right? If the answer be in the
affirmative, then justice, law, and morality are reduced
to little more than words. If, however, the answer is
in the negative, then the international order must
undertake a profound re-examination of its own
principles.

History does not render its judgments in haste; it
unfolds them over time. The decisions taken today
will cast their influence upon generations yet to come.
It is for this reason that every step within this conflict

carries such weight. Viewed in its entirety, the matter
assumes a stark clarity: Iran stands in defence of
its sovereignty: the United States seeks to preserve
its influence under the banner of global order: other
powers align themselves according to their interests.
Itis a contest in which each player strives for victory.
yet the ultimate defeat may well be that of humanity

itself.

This, then, is not merely the story of Iran or of the United
States—it is a shared human narrative. It compels us to
ask: are we truly advanced? Have we learned from
the calamities of war? Are we capable of choosing
peace?

Such questions remain before us still, awaiting their
answers.

In its entirety, this reflection has been a journey of
thought—from politics to history, from science to
civilisation, from interest to principle. If it were to
be distilled into a single proposition, it would be this:
the struggle at hand is not over uranium, but over the

conscience, dignity, and future of humankind itself.
—2O
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PAKISTAN CANNOT AFFORD A
WAR IT IS NOT FIGHTING

If the first shock is in the markets,
the second is always at home. Not
immediately. Not dramatically. But
inevitably.

A few dollars added to the price
of oil. A slight firming of global
yields. A currency that begins to
weaken, not in a crash, but in a slow,
familiar slide. For most countries, these are manageable
adjustments.

»\.

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

For Pakistan, they are something else entirely. They are
triggers. Because what unfolds in global markets does
not stay there. It travels through prices, through capital
flows, through expectations and eventually lands where
it hurts the most: the domestic economy. That is the
uncomfortable reality Pakistan now faces in the shadow
of war in the Middle East.

We are not on the battlefield. But we are exposed to
every ripple it creates. And exposure, in today’s world,
is not a passive condition. It is an active risk. Start with
the most obvious trigger: energy. Pakistan imports
roughly 70-80 percent of its oil requirements. In FY23
alone, the country’s petroleum import bill hovered
around $17-18 billion, even in a relatively stable
pricing environment. Now layer onto that a sustained
increase in global oil prices, say $10 per barrel, and the
math becomes unforgiving. Historically, that translates
into an additional $1-1.5 billion in annual import costs.
That is not just a line item.

It is pressure on foreign exchange reserves that are
already thin. It is downward pressure on the rupee,
which amplifies the cost further. It is upward pressure
on inflation, particularly through fuel and electricity
tariffs. And inflation, in Pakistan, does not remain
confined to economics.

It spills into politics. Which is why the real issue is
not whether oil spikes to $100 tomorrow:; it is whether
Pakistan can absorb $85-$95 oil for an extended period
without slipping back into crisis mode. If we are honest,
the answer is still uncertain. Because the country’s
economic structure remains highly sensitive to external
shocks. Over the past decade, every major episode of
global volatility, whether driven by oil, interest rates, or
capital flows, has followed a familiar script. Reserves
come under pressure. The currency adjusts. Inflation
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rises.

Policy reacts, often late, often under constrain. And then
comes stabilisation... usually supported by external
financing. It is a cycle. And cycles, if not broken,
become patterns. So what does breaking this cycle
actually require? Not slogans. Not temporary relief
measures. But structural shifts, particularly in how
Pakistan manages energy, external risk, and economic
discipline.

The first and most obvious lever is energy itself.
Pakistan has spent decades debating its energy mix, but
the direction of travel has been inconsistent. Imported
fuels still dominate, even though the country sits on
one of the most underutilised renewable profiles in the
region. The wind corridor in Sindh alone, stretching
from Gharo to Keti Bandar, has an estimated potential
exceeding 50,000 MW. Solar irradiation levels across
Balochistan, southern Punjab, and interior Sindh rank
among the highest in Asia, with average yields of 5-7
kWh per square metre per day. And yet, as of today,
renewables (excluding large hydro) account for barely
5-6 percent of Pakistan’s total energy mix. That is not a
technical limitation. It is a policy choice.

Every additional gigawatt of wind or solar capacity
reduces dependence on imported fuel. Every shift
toward indigenous energy reduces exposure to global
price shocks, shipping disruptions, and currency
volatility. This is not about climate targets. It is about
economic survival.

The second lever is buffering external shocks. Most
countries exposed to energy volatility maintain some
form of strategic petroleum reserves. Pakistan’s
capacity remains limited, estimated at covering only
a few weeks of consumption at best, and often less in
operational terms. Even a modest expansion of these
reserves, targeting 30 to 45 days of cover, could provide
critical breathing space during periods of market stress.
It does not eliminate exposure. But it buys time. And
in crisis management, time is often the most valuable
asset.

Then comes a more sensitive, but increasingly relevant
question: currency.

For decades, Pakistan’s external trade, particularly
energy imports, has been overwhelmingly dollar-
denominated. This creates a structural dependency,
where any strengthening of the dollar directly feeds
into domestic inflation and external account pressure.
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Diversifying trade settlement mechanisms, even
partially, could reduce this vulnerability. This does not
mean abandoning the dollar. It means reducing absolute
reliance.

China, for instance, now settles a growing share of its
energy trade in yuan. Bilateral arrangements between
emerging economies are slowly expanding. Pakistan,
given its trade relationships, has room to explore similar
mechanisms. Even marginal shifts can ease pressure on
the dollar balance. And in a constrained external account,
marginal relief matters.

Then there is Gwadar

For years, it has been discussed as a symbol of potential.
A strategic asset. A cornerstone of regional connectivity.
But in practical terms, its role remains underdeveloped.
In a world increasingly shaped by chokepoint risk, where
a narrow passage like the Strait of Hormuz can influence
global markets, Gwadar’s value lies in something simpler.

Optionality

It does not replace existing routes. It complements them.
It provides redundancy in a system where single-point
failures are becoming more dangerous.

Operationalising Gwadar, not as a concept, but as
a functioning logistics, energy, and trade hub could
incrementally reduce Pakistan’s exposure to external
disruptions. And again, incremental resilience is still
resilience. But perhaps the most difficult reform lies not
in infrastructure or energy. It lies in discipline. Because
ultimately, Pakistan’s vulnerability is not just external.

It is internal

Global financial conditions are tightening. With US
interest rates elevated and bond yields firm, capital is
no longer cheap. It is selective, cautious, and quick
to exit economies that lack credibility. Pakistan has
felt this repeatedly. Each external shock exposes the
same structural weaknesses, fiscal imbalances, policy
inconsistency, and an export base that has struggled to
scale meaningfully. Breaking this pattern requires more
than periodic adjustments.

It requires credibility

Fiscal consolidation cannot be episodic, it must be
sustained. Monetary policy cannot be reactive, it must be
anchored. Export growth cannot be aspirational, it must
be executed. Because resilience is not built in the moment
of crisis. It is built in the years before it. What makes the
current global environment particularly unforgiving is
that shocks are no longer isolated.
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Oil prices influence inflation.

Inflation influences interest rates.
Interest rates influence capital flows.
Capital flows influence exchange rates.

o a0 o

And exchange rates, in Pakistan, influence
everything else.

f. It is a chain. And Pakistan sits at the vulnerable
end of it.

g. Which brings us back to the central point.

Pakistan is not fighting the conflict unfolding in the
Middle East. It does not control the decisions driving
escalation. It does not shape the strategic calculations
of major powers. But it may have to pay the price of
misalignment. Through higher imports. Through a weaker
currency. Through tighter financial conditions. That is the
nature of modern economic conflict.

You do not have to be on the battlefield to feel the war.
But you do have to prepare for it. Because in the world we
are entering, economic exposure is not a technical detail.
It is a strategic vulnerability. And if left unaddressed; it
becomes destiny.

The writer is a Harvard alumnus and tweets as
@kashifmateenpk
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IMPACT OF US-IRAN WAR ON
PEOPLE IN USA

There were apprehensions in the general
public that a military conflict between
the United States and Iran will have
devastating effects globally in general,
and for the USA in particular. During
the last many years people in the United
States were facing pressure of inflation,
as food prices have gone up almost hundred percent. The
inevitable happened, the US joined hands with Israel and
attacked Iran on 28 February. This happened despite the
fact that negotiations were successfully going on between
US and Iran had confirmed that agreement had been almost
finalized. The news of the US attack on Iran in which top
leadership of the Iranian regime including Khomeini was
killed was received by Americans with much anguish.
Americans were not in favor of this uncalled for war. They
were smelling hard times ahead for common man as the
fallout of this war. The closure of Strait of Hormuz by Iran
resulted in increase of fuel prices about 30 per cent. Its
trickled down effects increased the cost of living. Here
in the US every person has to own a car because public
transport does not exist.

z}. am
Syed Irtiqa A Zaidi

The general public is criticizing the government and asking
a question: why increase in fuel prices. ? How has America
been affected by the closure of the Strait of Hormuz?
America has a lot of oil reserves available. It is now clear
to every single American living in any State that the US
is fighting Israel’s war with Iran at the cost of its citizens’
miseries. American diplomatic relations with the EU and
other countries of the world have suffered a lot because
due to the closure of Strait of Hormuz the fuel prices have
gone up around the world. These countries feel that the US
should have consulted its western allies before taking the
crucial decision of attacking Iran on the behest of Israel.

The US was not expecting much resistance from Iran, and
miscalculated its target of bringing Iran to its knees. After

suffering huge military and economic losses, Trump asked
its western allies, Spain, France and Britain to join the war

against Iran to force Iran to open the Strait of Hormuz.
They categorically refused to do that, as they knew that it
was an uncalled for war.

At this stage realizing that the US has landed in a quagmire,
Pakistan offered to persuade Iran to start negotiations with
the US. Since Pakistan has good relations both with the US
and Iran, the US welcomed Pakistan’s efforts of mediation.
The first round of negotiations at Islamabad between
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the US and Iran was widely appreciated by Americans.
They were quite hopeful and so were other countries that
the negotiations would succeed. But erratic behavior of
Trump, taking one step forward and drifting two steps
backwards during negotiations was very frustrating to
Americans who were eagerly waiting to see an end to this
conflict which has already done a lot of damage.

In this era of independent and hostile social media, no
government can hide facts from the general public. Iran’s
unexpected resilience has stunned Americans. They are no
longer in favor of continuation of this war. They are fed up
with the current policy of Trump of fighting Israel’s war
and are openly criticising the Republican Government. On
the other hand the Republican government is also worried
that it may lose the majority in November’s midterm
Senate elections. Historically Americans had been pro-
Israel. Almost 90 percent favored Netanyahu’s policy of
creating a greater Israel. However after Gaza’s genocide
by Israel, since October 2023; massively tilted against
Israel. About 60 percent of Americans started hating
Jews. This was evident from the results of elections for
Mayor of New York City held on 4 November 2025. A
Muslim candidate Zohran Mamdani defeated two very
strong candidates, Curtis Sliwa (a Republican Candidate)
and Andrew Cuomo (former Governor of New York). The
entire Jewish lobby did its best to defeat Zoran Mamdani
who had openly criticised Trump for taking dictation
from Netanyahu. Zohran Mamdani’s victory sent warning
signals to the Republican Government that the people
of the United States are no more supporting pro-Israel
policies.

After the US-Iran war 80 percent of Americans turned
against Jews because they have no doubt in their mind that
Netanyahu forced Trump to attack Iran. The hatred against
Jewish lobby is now at its peak. I live in Memphis TN,
in recent City and County elections the candidates who
had the support of Jewish lobby lost, despite the fact that
Tennessee is a Republican State. The slogan “America
first” is gaining popularity especially in the younger
generation who want that rulers should not support Israel
and make policies for the welfare of Americans.

The Writer is a retired civil servant. He is an Economist
by profession. He is Overseas Fellow of Economic
Development Institute of the World Bank. He is member of
the Executive Committee of Association for the Welfare of
Retired Persons. He has written several books and writes
articles and columns in magazines and newspapers.
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EDUCATION WITHOUT TARBIYAT
IS AN INCOMPLETE SUCCESS

On a cold winter evening, an elderly
schoolteacher sat quietly outside a
small tea stall near Rawalpindi. His
wrinkled hands trembled slightly as he
held a cup of tea, watching hundreds of
young students rushing across the busy
road with expensive smartphones in
their hands and branded bags hanging
proudly from their shoulders. One of his former students
suddenly recognised him.

Dr. M Ahsan Igbal

“Sir, do you remember me?” the young man asked
excitedly.

The old teacher smiled warmly. “Yes, Hamza. You were
one of my brightest students.”

Hamza had indeed become successful. He had graduated
from a prestigious university, secured a high paying
corporate job and travelled abroad several times. Yet
during their brief conversation, the teacher noticed
something painfully absent from his student’s "‘personality’
humility. Hamza spoke proudly about his salary, his
luxury apartment and his social status, but not once did
he ask his teacher how he was surviving after retirement.
The old man quietly paid for his own tea while Hamza
remained busy checking notifications on his phone.

As Hamza walked away, the teacher whispered softly:
“Education gave him success, but tarbiyat would have
given him humanity.” That single sentence reflects one
of the greatest crises confronting modern society today.

The Alarming Divide Between Education and
Character

Intoday’srapidly transforming world, parents passionately
desire academic excellence for their children. Expensive
schools, foreign degrees and professional achievements
have become symbols of social prestige. Yet amid this
relentless pursuit of worldly success, one essential
component is slowly vanishing farbiyat. Education
teaches individuals how to earn a living, but farbiyat

teaches them how to live with dignity, compassion and
integrity.

Unfortunately, the modern generation is increasingly
growing intellectually informed but emotionally
disconnected. Many young people possess remarkable
technological skills, yet struggle with patience, empathy
and respect. They can communicate globally through
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digital platforms, but often fail to communicate
meaningfully within their own homes. This imbalance
is creating emotionally fragile societies. The famous
philosopher Aristotle once observed:

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is
no education at all.” These words appear profoundly
relevant in the contemporary age.

A Generation Surrounded by Screens but Starved of
Guidance

The present generation has unprecedented access to
information. A child today can learn artificial intelligence,
foreign languages and complex scientific theories through
a mobile phone. However, the same device also exposes
young minds to vulgarity, materialism and dangerous
social influences. Parents often celebrate when their
children become digitally smart, but overlook whether
they are morally grounded. Many homes now resemble
silent hotels rather than nurturing families. At dinner
tables, parents scroll endlessly through social media
while children remain imprisoned within virtual worlds.
Genuine conversations have become rare. Emotional
bonding is gradually eroding. A mother recently shared
a heartbreaking experience during a university seminar.

“My son has thousands of followers online,” she said
with tears in her eyes, “but he no longer talks to me for
ten minutes.” This emotional distance cannot be repaired
merely through academic qualifications.

The Forgotten Struggles of Parents

Behind every successful child stands a story of sacrifice
rarely acknowledged. A father wakes before sunrise,
travels through exhausting traffic and suppresses his
own dreams simply to provide educational opportunities
for his children. A mother silently compromises her
comforts, her health and often her personal ambitions
so her children may prosper. Yet many young people
today measure success only through wealth and social
status, forgetting the exhausted hands that built their
future.

There is a painful irony in modern society children
are taught how to compete, but not how to remain
grateful. A few years ago, a brilliant university student
received a scholarship to study abroad. During his
farewell gathering, everyone praised his intelligence and
achievements. However, when his mother emotionally
asked him to visit regularly after completing his studies,
he impatiently replied: “Please do not become emotional.
I need to focus on my career.”
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The room fell silent.
His degree reflected educational accomplishment, but his
response exposed a tragic absence of tarbiyat.

Islam Emphasizes Both Knowledge and Character
Islam never separated education from moral refinement.
The Holy Quran repeatedly emphasizes wisdom,
humility and ethical conduct alongside knowledge. Allah
Almighty says in Surah Al Mujadila: “Allah will raise
those who have believed among you and those who were
given knowledge by degrees.”

However, Islamic teachings also emphasize compassion,
kindness and respect for parents. The Prophet Muhammad
peace be upon him was not only a teacher of knowledge
but also a model of extraordinary character. His honesty,
humility and mercy transformed entire societies.

He once said: “The best among you are those who have
the best manners and character.”

This Hadith clearly demonstrates that personal conduct
holds immense importance in Islam.

Unfortunately, modern educational systems frequently
prioritize grades over values, competition over compassion
and professional success over ethical development.

The Psychological Vacuum within Young Minds

One of the most concerning realities of modern youth is
the silent rise of emotional emptiness. Despite material
comforts and academic achievements, many young
individuals struggle internally with anxiety, depression
and identity crises. Why?

Because human beings require more than certificates and
careers. They require emotional nourishment, spiritual
grounding and moral purpose.

Tarbiyat develops emotional resilience. It teaches
patience during hardship, humility during success and
hope during failure. Without tarbiyat, education can
sometimes produce arrogance rather than wisdom. A
highly qualified individual may become professionally
accomplished yet personally destructive if there is void in
ethical consciousness. The renowned poet and philosopher
Allama Muhammad Igbal beautifully remarked:

“Knowledge without character is a destructive force.”

This observation feels increasingly true in modern times
where intelligence is abundant but wisdom remains
scarce.

The Role of Parents and Teachers
Parents are a child’s first institution while teachers
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become architects of personality. Children rarely learn
values through lectures alone. They absorb values by
observing behaviour. A child who witnesses honesty at
home learns honesty naturally. A child who witnesses
respect learns respect effortlessly. A child surrounded by
kindness eventually becomes kind.

Therefore, tarbiyat cannot be outsourced entirely to
schools or universities. It begins within homes through
love, discipline, communication and positive example.
Teachers too, carry a sacred responsibility. Their words
may influence students for decades. A compassionate
teacher can inspire confidence in a struggling student
while an insensitive remark can permanently damage
self-esteem. Education should not merely produce degree
holders. It should produce responsible citizens, ethical
professionals and compassionate human beings.

Rebuilding the Future through Balanced Upbringing
The future of Pakistan depends not only on educated
youth but on morally conscious youth. Our nation
requires doctors who possess empathy, businessmen
who value honesty, politicians who uphold integrity and
teachers who inspire humanity. True progress emerges
when education and farbiyat walk together.

Parents must spend meaningful time with their children
instead of replacing affection with gadgets. Educational
institutions should integrate character building alongside
academic learning. Society must redefine success beyond
wealth and material display.

Most importantly, young people themselves must realize
that greatness is not measured solely through salaries or
social media popularity. Real greatness lies in humility,
service and moral excellence.

A Final Reflection

Late one evening, the elderly teacher returned home
carrying a small bag of medicines. Before sleeping, he
opened an old notebook filled with names of former
students. Beside some names, he had written simple
observations.

“Brilliant mind.”
“Hardworking.”
“Respectful.”
“Kind heart.”

After seeing Hamza earlier that day, he quietly added
another sentence beneath his name:

“He achieved success but lost gentleness on the journey.”
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Perhaps this is the greatest lesson modern society urgently
needs to understand.

Education illuminates the mind, but farbiyat illuminates
the soul. And a generation possessing both knowledge
and character can transform not only its own future but
the destiny of an entire nation.

Dr Muhammad Ahsan Igbal (Assistant Professor-
Rawalpindi Women University, Faculty Member
of Business and Administration). can be reached at
Ahsanminhaj93@gmail.com

_O_

RECITATION FROM HOLY QURAN

v/z:'i 9&‘9/"5

2:177. It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces to the East and
the West; but righteous is he who believeth in Allah and the Last
Day and the angels and the Scripture and the Prophets; and giveth
his wealth, for love of Him, to kinsfolk and to orphans and the needy
and the wayfarer and to those who ask, and to set slaves free; and
observeth proper worship and payeth the poor due. And those who
keep their treaty when they make one, and the patient in tribulation
and adversity and time of stress. Such are they who are sincere. Such
are the God fearing.

A

3: 92. Ye will not attain unto piety until ye spend of that which ye
love. And whatsoever ye spend, Allah is aware thereof.

A

4:36. And serve Allah. Ascribe no thing as partner unto Him. (Show)
kindness unto parents, and unto near kindred, and orphans, and
the needy, and into the neighbour who is of kin (unto you) and the
neighbour who is not of kin and the fellow traveller and the wayfarer
and (the slaves) whom your right hands possess. Lo! Allah loveth
not such as are proud and boastful,

/
16:97. Whosoever, doeth right, whether male or female, and is a
believer, him verily We shall quicken with good life, and 84 We
shall pay them a recompense in proportion to the best of what they
used to do.
el
28:77. But seek the abode of the Hereafter in that which Allah hath
given thee and neglect not thy portion of the world, and be thou kind
even as Allah hath been kind to thee, and seek not corruption in the
earth; lo! Allah loveth not corrupters,
V4
39:10. Say: O My bondmen who believe! Observe your duty to your
Lord. For those who do good in this world there is good, and Allah’s

earth is spacious. Verily the steadfast will be paid their wages
without stint.

)
98:7. (And) lo! those who believe and do good works are the best of
created beings.

Translation by: Marmaduke Muhammad Pikthall
Bakhtiar
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FRIENDS AND FOES

Diplomacy and wars are intertwined
directly and indirectly. It’s easy
to launch a limited war to achieve
shady aims in the garb of ulterior
motives to succumb the self-
evolved enemy to knees. It becomes
herculean task to control fissures
of munitions scattered all around
creating huge human and material
losses. The fired projectiles don’t differentiate between
friends and foes and cause enormous destruction.
Personal whims override national objectives to settle
fake egos enveloped with hidden agendas of hate.
Insanity encircles the civility and rash decisions
taken with hyper animosity destroys the very fabric
of diplomatic and social norms. War machines incur
innumerable expenses to promote hysteric defense
industry to create debris all around. The professional
advices rendered with calculated options are set
aside to score parabolic vanity. The misty clouds
loaded with burnt smoke choke the environment to
achieve nefarious designs of expansion. International
bindings of articulated laws are forgotten for the sake
of unguided anger and misguided conceptions. The
wicked planners play with living lives to craft Sketches
of proverbial Images of life. Wrong conclusions drawn
with lunatic behavior cause embarrassment at global
level and tremor the geopolitical objectives. Humanity
is subjugated to the whimsical wrong doings of
uncultured justifications based on biased opinions and
miscalculated perceptions. Huge losses are suffered by
unknown aggressors for expansion of territorial gains
and to accrue economic advantages. A mad race with
unproportioned contours is chased to advance range
of missile delivery systems. Direct challenges are
posed to peace and tranquility thereby effort is made to
undermine the technical advancements of adversaries.
Artificial intelligence is used to intensify strategic
rivalry to achieve heightened aims. Misplaced lament
should be eased to counter baseless, and unwarranted
statements to avoid crafting of misleading narratives.
Blatant hypocrisy and duplicity spoils the diplomatic
atmosphere to take bold steps to find an amicable resolve
of conflicts. We need to extend unequivocal support to
the international community against killing of Innocent
citizens. We should never undermine the sovereignty

Lt Col Hamid G
Anjum
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and territorial Integrity of our neighboring countries.
We ought to respect International law and principles of
UN Charter and its resolutions. The rising temperature
of worldwide hate has to be lowered with cool and calm
behavior of co-existence. Political rhetoric may not be
amplified with reinforced mindset and hidden agendas
to establish supremacy. Hype of yellow narratives of
intolerance be silenced with patience and far-sighted
positive approach. Ever Increasing triggering of tension
be reduced to balance the echoes of volatile hostilities.
Geopolitical diversion of interests be marginalized
with myopic approach of looming threats of security
to avoid collision of reckless aggression. Identity and
cultural preservation of Inhabitants be respected with
reinforced perception of ownership. The prejudice be
challenged without discrimination to halt the spread of
venom and aggression.

Productive conversation can always lead to peaceful
conclusions. Negations should be aimed to broker win-
win situation for all the stake holders. The irrational
decisions of leaders should not be to punish the
population at large. Consequential clarity should enable
to avoid shaking of the regional and international fabric
of humanity. Advocacy be translated into sustained
engagement to lower the increasing fear and uncertainty.
Effort be made to bridge the differences to mitigate ever
increasing divide between power brokers and dependent
developing nations. Diversified approaches be adopted
to shift the hostile trends to economic growth to improve
degenerating life of impoverished masses of under
developed countries. Effort be enhanced to expand the
raised productivity through industrialization to create
opportunities of employment. Focused be changed
from war hysteria to economic and social development.
Pronounced economic deprivation be replaced with
improved infrastructure to achieve resilience and
sustainable security. Practical barriers be removed to
evoke participation of common citizens in reducing the
darker war clouds. Let the soothing silver streaks of
peace enable us to live with pragmatic principles of co-
existence. Let social development take front seat and
we learn to respect each other to promote friendship and
brotherhood. Let the animosity be buried to cultivate
friendship and avoid lunatic concept of reshaping the
geopolitical landscape by grabbing unknown frontiers
loaded with natural minerals.

We ought to realize the speedy ticking of clock and be
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conscious of our responsibilities to exhibit enormous
respect for humanity. Mature and responsible handling
of chaotic situation can decrease the ever Increasing
spread of mongering war clouds. Let’s learn to cultivate
trust and cooperation because the ultimate resolve lies
in meaningful dialogue. The logical argument can help
achieve the desired goals on the negotiating table.

Peace and security should help us to move further in
an increasingly knowledge driven world. The military
hegemonic designs can no longer be replaced with
productive conversations to find amicable resolve
of conflicts. The acquisition of arsenals of deadly
weapons of technical sophistication can have an edge
of surgical strikes but cannot help in mitigating the trust
deficit. Military supremacy with advanced technology
of compressed time will create havoc in the enemy
territory but cannot ensure durable peace.

The recognition of friends from the burning ashes
of foes can enable us to lay the edifice of peace and
tranquility. Geographical contours with winding curves
teach us to understand the significance of our neighbors
with a view to stabilize the volatile situation by unified
stance of harmony to avoid existential threat to peace.
We must learn to avoid aggressive approach and respect
the natural binding of hegemonic strings. The reality
of truth is masked in the noisy mist of dusty smoke
of dangerous missiles, causing horrific devastation.
Dialogue, diplomacy and confidence building measures
be promoted to forge unity and prosperity.

The aggression has fatal consequences and provocation
breeds mistrust. Power brokers have to shoulder their
legal and moral responsibilities to stop attacking weaker
ones to protect them from suffering. The turbulent jolts
are cracking the very edifice of structured global trades.
Frustrating developments and unpredictable trends
manifest chaos and that needs to be controlled by all
means. This is an opportune moment to reshape the
corrosive geopolitical situation with new hegemonic
alliances.

—O—
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THE QUEST FOR PEACE IN ASIA
AND BEYOND

A US National Intelligence
Council’s document titled ‘Global |
Trends 2030°, was published in
2012, however, the following
prophecies outlined therein are
still relevant: ‘With potential for
increased proliferation and growing e,
concerns about nuclear security...

future wars in South Asia and the Middle East (ME),
would risk inclusion of a nuclear deterrent...ME and
South Asia are the two regions most likely to trigger
broader instability’.... Asia, ... would constitute one of
the largest global threats’...causing large-scale damage
to the global economy’. These predictions were proven
right in the recent conflicts in the Sub-continent and the
ME. Consider this: In Feb 2019, Modi launched a false
flag operation (FFO) in Pulwama, IHK and soon after,
bombed Balakot in KP, for political advantage in general
elections of April 2019. In April 2025, another FFO
was undertaken at Pahalgam, IHK, by him to influence
crucial State elections in Bihar, that year. Pakistan was
blamed for both, without any evidence, and as India
used nuclear capable missiles in the latter aggression,
the conflict could have abruptly escalated to exchange
of nuclear weapons. While Pakistani responses to these
aggressions humiliated India and caused heavy military
losses to it, the BJP achieved its electoral objectives in
both instances. Such reckless actions, that are branded
as ‘new normal’ by India, could be apocalyptic for Asia.
Equally alarming have been the “Twelve-Day War” in
June 2025 and the second US-Israeli -Iran, conflict that
commenced in Feb 2026 and still continues. The Indo-
Pakistan standoff also persists; with Indian violation
of Indus Water Treaty, despite recent decision of the
Hague Court of Arbitration, against Indian suspension
of the Treaty. This situation is a clear and present,
nuclear flash point. India and Israel have ignored the
root causes of the Kashmir and Palestine disputes and
the UNSC resolutions about them for almost eight
decades. Both have committed aggression against
their neighbours, are involved in brazen assassinations
abroad, have denigrated the ongoing, commendable
and globally supported Pakistani peace efforts in ME
and are misusing their militaries for personal and
political agendas. They are also colluding to fulfil their

L
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dreams of ‘Akhand Bharat’ and ‘Greater Israel’. Due to
the enormity of these threats, Asian peace and stability
lays on perilously shaky grounds, with catastrophic
consequences. The most urgent measures to address
these dilemmas are: First; reorganisation of the UNSC,
by ending the veto powers of the permanent members
and adopting the democratic process of decision
making by majority votes, for binding resolutions. This
is the only panacea for establishing, rule based and just
regional world orders, and lasting peace. But this is an
arduous imperative which deserves deep commitments
and concerted actions by all peace-loving governments,
people and the world media. Second; Peace treaties
and deals must be made in good faith, should be just
and shouldn’t contain any tacitly reserved matters or
obscure clauses for a future war. Third; The legitimacy
of the use of force or the threat of its use, should never
be justified on the basis of political expediencies or
religious beliefs. This, like the UN reorganisation,
may sound idealistic, however, we must continue for
its achievement as the nature and extent of our societal
and individual efforts to engage and participate in peace
efforts is a survival prerequisite. Further, while reliance
on morality and fair play in statecraft may be an elusive
goal, a mind-set shift on the matter is possible through
convincing appeals, communicated aggressively on all
social media platforms, with the belief that the human
race has survived so far, due to altruism. We have
repeatedly witnessed this inherent spirit of humankind
in the aftermaths of the Gaza conflict and numerous
natural or manmade disasters, all over the world,
that were typically characterized by acts of empathy,
sacrifice, selflessness and sharing of resources, despite
risks. Fourth; Arbitration must be used as a substitute for
wars and conflicts, as it relinquishes no rights, sacrifices
no interest, contravenes no important principles, is
consistent with dictates of sound policy and is a measure
that appeals to common sense. Just like the corporate
world, UNSC Resolutions and bilateral agreements must
include clear clauses, binding the parties, as their last
resort, to adjust whatever differences may arise between
them; not by force but by reference to umpires mutually
chosen. This process may have certain limitations but
their outcomes may be comparable or better than what
wars could promise. Fifth; Fundamental lessons learnt
from military history of all wars, strongly suggest
that conflict resolution through violent means should
always be the last choice, when all pacific means,
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methods and measures are exhausted. Additionally, use
of force must be limited to protection of only survival
(or vital) interests, when there is hope of achieving a
favourable environment, or an end state that could
minimize or freeze the threats and when national power
can sustain protracted fighting. If this isn’t attainable, it
may be wiser to change policy; opt for mediation and
arbitration; manifest flexibility in stated positions, offer
calculated concessions and agree to compromise on
peripheral matters. Sixth; Leaders who pose perpetual
threats to peace, are habitual war mongers and peace
spoilers, must be held accountable for war crimes and
crimes against humanity, by International Criminal
Court and Ad hoc UN Tribunals, like the ones created
for Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

The security environment in Asia doesn’t auger well for
people of the Region and beyond, who deserve a better,
safer, and prosperous future for themselves and posterity.
They must therefore reject the status quo, elect peace-
loving rulers, actively advocate for democratisation of
UNSC structure; ending unjust conflicts and respecting
international treaties and Resolutions. The rest of the
world has also witnessed, how Asian conflicts engulfed
it and how severely and adversely were their people’s
lives and livelihoods affected. Its therefore equally
incumbent upon them, to be mindful of this milieu, to
mitigate the alluded risks to peace and amity, through
measures proffered in this rendition.

The writer is the former president of NDU Islamabad.
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INDIAN DIVERSION OF WATER
PLANS, “BLOOD AND WATER”
DOCTRINE, AND PAKISTAN’S

OPTIONS

Indian planning of diversion of® I"‘*‘T*’* Vi r
waters, from Indus, Jhelum and :
Chenab to Ravi, Bea’s, etc., is now a
real start of water wars, consequences
for Pakistan, options, including
military for Pakistan. Blood and water
cannot flow together (Narinda Moodi,
India), options for India, release of flood water in wet
periods, stop water in dry periods and contamination
of downstream Pakistani waters. The trans-boundary
water dynamics between Pakistan and India have
entered their most critical phase now since the signing
of'the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty (IWT). The geopolitical
landscape shifted fundamentally following the April
2025 Pahalgam incident, leading India to officially
declare the treaty “in abeyance,” stop hydrological data-
sharing, and bypass traditional dispute mechanisms.
The strategy behind these upstream engineering shifts,
the direct consequences for Pakistan’s lower-riparian
eco-system, and the realistic multi-layered options
available to secure the country’s water security are
detailed below.

1. Indian Strategic Engineering & Diversion Plans
While Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s political

rhetoric (“blood and water cannot flow together”)
sets the public tone, India’s actual strategy rests on
physical, technical control over the river systems
rather than an outright, overnight stoppage of
water—which is geographically impossible. This is
executed through two distinct pathways:

wia
Prof Dr. Amir
Haider Malik

Maximizing the Eastern Rivers (Ravi, Beas

Sutlej)

Under the IWT, India holds exclusive rights to the
Eastern rivers. Historically, a small percentage of
residual and flood water escaped into Pakistan.
India has now systematically plugged these gaps
through targeted infrastructure:

The Shahpurkandi Barrage & Ujh Project: Designed
to capture the final remaining flows of the Ravi and
Ujh rivers, completely utilizing India’s allocated
share and cutting off the historical tail-end spillover

into Pakistan’s Punjab plains.
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The Second Ravi-Beas Link: Enhances internal
transfer capabilities to redirect these waters toward the
dry fields of Indian Punjab, Rajasthan, and Haryana.

Upstream Interventions on Pakistan’s Western
Rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab)

Per the treaty, these rivers belong to Pakistan, but India
is permitted ‘“non-consumptive” run-of-the-river
hydroelectric use. By placing the treaty in abeyance,
New Delhi has fast-tracked massive mega-projects
outside the traditional oversight of the Permanent
Indus Commission:

The Chenab-Beas Link Tunnel: A major project in
Himachal Pradesh designed to divert water from the
Chandra River (a primary headwater of the Chenab)
through an 8.7-kilometer underground tunnel beneath
the Pir Panjal range directly into the Beas basin. This
marks a structural shift toward cross-basin diversion
from a Western river to an Eastern river.

Mega-Hydropower Cascades on the Chenab: Projects
including Pakal Dul (1,000 MW), Kiru (624 MW),
Ratle (850 MW), and Sawalkote (1,856 MW) are
being rapidly expanded.

The Ladakh Rock Check Dams: Innovative structures
like the Sindhu Jal Samriddhi Abhiyan across the
Indus River in Ladakh signify localized pondage and
seasonal storage expansion near the headwaters.

. Consequences for Pakistan: The Triple Threat
As the lowest riparian state, Pakistan’s entire

agricultural economy, food security, and ecological
balance are deeply vulnerable to upstream structural
modifications.

A. Artificial Volatility (Wet-Season Floods & Dry-
Season Droughts)

Because run-of-the-river  projects  require
pondage to generate peak electricity, India gains
the technical capacity to manipulate daily and
seasonal flow timings.

The Dry-Season Squeeze: During crucial planting
seasons (like the Rabi cropping cycle), filling
upstream reservoirs simultaneously can delay or
diminish critical flows reaching the Indus Basin
Irrigation System, devastating crop yields.

The Wet-Season Deluge: During intense
monsoon depressions, India’s storage thresholds
can fill rapidly. Unannounced or sudden releases
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of massive flood surges—without real-time
hydrological data-sharing—leave Pakistan’s
downstream barrages and riverine communities
highly vulnerable to flash floods.

B. Severe Downstream Contamination

With the treaty deactivated by New Delhi,
industrial and municipal effluents from heavy
manufacturing and urban belts flow un-checked
across the border to Pakistan. Rivers like the Ravi
have effectively transformed into toxic sludge
drains upon entering Pakistan, poisoning shallow
trans-boundary surface waters & aquifers,
contaminating agricultural soils via lift irrigation,
and destroying local aquatic ecosystems.

3. Strategic Options for Pakistan

Addressing this structural challenge requires a clear-
eyed approach that balances diplomatic leverage,
international law, domestic water engineering, and
defense readiness.

A. The Diplomatic & Legal Frontier: Moving
Beyond the IWT

Relying solely on the legacy mechanisms of the
1960 treaty is proving insufficient, as India has
explicitly rejected recent rulings by the Court of
Arbitration regarding maximum pondage heights
for the Kishanganga and Ratle projects.

Invoking the Berlin Rules (2024): Pakistan has a
strong case to shift the legal battleground toward
modern international environmental law and
human rights frameworks. The Berlin Rules on
Water Resources explicitly forbid upper riparians
from causing “significant harm” to downstream
ecology and human survival, regardless of
bilateral treaty freezes.

Internationalizing the Environmental Threat:
Framing the dispute not as a standard territorial
row, but as a climate and humanitarian crisis. The
rapid retreat of the Indus Basin’s perennial snow
and ice cover requires international mediation on
global climate resilience, bringing global pressure
to bear on unilateral interventions.

B. The Domestic Infrastructure Strategy: Internal
Defenses

Pakistan must urgently counter upstream control
by maximizing its own internal retention, storage
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efficiency, and groundwater —management. unannounced reservoir releases, mitigating
Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR) offers a the element of surprise.Water Security as
highly viable solution to Pakistan’s dual crises a Core Component of National Defense:
of devastating wet-season floods and dry-season Elevating hydrology to a first-tier national
scarcity by capturing a portion of the estimated 35 security pillar. This integrates defensive
Million Acre-Feet (MAF) of unutilized floodwater readiness with hydrological modeling,
and redirecting it underground. Ultilizing ensuring that any severe, hostile disruption
decentralized engineering techniques—such as of natural water resources is met with a
dedicated unlined infiltration canals in the highly unified, state-level strategic response.

permeable alluvial plains of the Indus River, this
floodwater can be rapidly transitioned into deep
subsurface storage. By shifting the engineering
paradigm from surface reservoirs toward natural
underground aquifers, Pakistan can eliminate the
massive evaporation losses typical of mega-dams,
naturally filter the water through alluvial layers,
and effectively raise depleted water tables across O
the Indus Basin, significantly reducing energy
and well drilling and exploitation costs for the

country’s agricultural sector. Effluent Treatment & Part | Contd
Bio-remediation, construct localized wastewater
treatment infrastructure and multi-stage biochar | JEMSEITENTYE
filtration zones along the inflows of the Ravi . Who is sovereign?
and Sutlej. Capture, filter, and neutralize heavy
metals and toxic industrial pollutants before they
contaminate agricultural soils.

Dr. Amir Haider Malik (Ex Advisor to Rector),
COMSATS University Islamabad, Park Road,
Chak Shahzad, Islamabad, Pakistan,

Cell Phone: 0092 - 333 - 58 11 893,
E-Mail:ahmalik1952@gmail.com

. Has God divided His best creature on the
basis of religions, geographical boundaries,

.. . . . languages, race, or any other basis of caste
C. The Military and Security Dimension: Deterrence guages ’ v

and Red Lines and/or creed?

In trans-boundary water security, military options
are rarely executed as direct, offensive operations
to capture upstream infrastructure, as attacking
dams in nuclear-armed environments presents
extreme risks and immense escalatory dangers.

Instead, Pakistan’s security doctrine approaches Issue No.1. Definition & Description of Islam
water through the lens of strategic deterrence:

Defining Non-Kinetic Red Lines: Pakistan’s | U\ U TSI s Rt T 11 R1 T (SR 1oL MR Rttty
state policy must clearly communicate to questions to follow:
international stakeholders that the complete,

physical strangulation of the Western rivers
constitutes an existential threat to national thee, Muhammad), and those who are Jews, and Christians, and

2: 62. Lo! those who believe (in that which is revealed unto

survival and security, Sabaeans whoever believeth in Allah and the Last Day and doeth |8

Enhanced Hybrid & Border Surveillance: right surely their reward is with their Lord, and there shall no fear
Leveraging advanced satellite reconnaissance come upon them neither shall they grieve.

and aerial monitoring over the upper Indus,
Jhelum, and Chenab basins. Real-time
visual tracking allows water managers to
anticipate sudden modifications in pondage or Contd... p. 24, 39
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3:83. Secek they other than the religion of Allah, when
unto Him submitteth whosoever is in the heavens and
the earth, willingly, or unwillingly, and unto Him they
will be returned. 84. Say (O Muhammad): We believe
in Allah and that which is revealed unto us and that
which was revealed untoAbraham and Ishmael and
Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and that which was
vouchsafed unto Moses and Jesus and the Prophets
from their Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and unto Him we have surrendered.

6: 159. Lo! As for those who sunder their religion and

become schismatic, no concern at all hast thou with them. Their

case will go to Allah, who then will tell them what they used to do.
Q.1. Do you believe in a Book and a Prophet to head and name
your Religion ?

Q.2. How often have you consulted and used His books to help

solve your problems?

Q.3. Can you name yourself as Christians, Jews or anything else

but Muslim?

Q.4. Can you now have Muslim, Christian and Jew people or

the countries ?

Issue No.2. The Definition

2: 285. The messenger believeth in that which hath been revealed
unto him from his Lord and (so do) the believers. Each one believeth
in Allah and His angels and His scriptures and His messengers We

make no distinction between any of His messengers and they say: We

hear, and we obey. (Grant us) Thy forgiveness, our Lord. Unto Thee is
the journeying.
22:78. And strive for Allah with the endeavour which is His right. He

hath chosen you and hath not laid upon you in religion any hardship; the
faith of your father Abraham (is yours). He hath named you Muslims

22:78. And strive for Allah with the endeavour which is His
right. He hath chosen you and hath not laid upon you in religion
any hardship; the faith of your father Abraham (is yours). He
hath named you Muslims of old time and in this (Scripture) that
the messenger may be a witness against you, and that ye may be
witnesses against mankind. So establish worship, pay the poor
due, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protecting Friend. A

blessed Patron and a blessed Helper!

5: 3. Forbidden unto you (for food) are carrion and blood and
swine flesh, and that which hath been dedicated unto any other than
Allah, and the strangled, and the dead through beating, and the dead
through falling from a height, and that which hath been killed by (the
goring of) horns, and the devoured of wild beasts, saving that which
ye make lawful (by the death stroke), and that which hath been
immolated unto idols. And (forbidden is it) that ye swear by the
divining 32 arrows. This is an abomination. This day are those who
disbelieve in despair of (ever harming) your religion; so fear them
not, fear Me! This day have I perfected your religion for you and
completed My favour unto you, and have chosen for you as

religion AL-ISLAM.

23: 52, And lo! this your religion is one religion and I am your
Lord, so keep your duty unto Me. 53. But they (mankind) have
broken their religion among them into sects, each sect rejoicing in

its tenets. 54. So leave them in their error till a time.

30: 32. Of those who split up their religion and became

schismatic,each sect exulting in its tenets.

Contd... p. 39
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AMS REPORT - 2025-26 )
Serving the Nation Since 2012 Kt

AMS REPORT - FY 2025-26
Ser [Contributors Jul-25 | Aug-25| Sep-25 | Oct-25 | Nov-25| Dec-25 | Jan-26 | Feb-26 | Mar-26 | Apr-26 | May-26 Total
BBF 30 Jun 2025 371,136
1_|Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari 528,000 528,000 1,056,000
2 [Col Nasir 2880 2,880 2880( 2880| 2880 2,880 | 5,760 2,880 2,880 2,880 31,680
3 [Col Bakhtiar Hakeem 7,680 4,800 4,800 4,800 22,080
4 [Mr. Ahmed Ali 220,800 220,800
5 [Ms. Saira Tahir 67,200 67,200
6 |Syed Amanullah Husaini 4,800 4,800
7 Mr. Osama Waris - AMS (SB) 2,880 | 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 17,280
8 |Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed Khan 2,880 2,880
9 [Air Cdre Zafar Igbal Mir 9,600 9,600
10 |Col Rasheed Ahmed 4,800 4,800
11 |Brig Javed Igbal 9,600 9,600
12 |Dr. Muhammad Akhtar Tahir - 9,600 9,600
Total:| 818,880 ) 15,360 [ 5,760 | 5,760 | 8,640 | 538,560 2,880 | 7,680 22,080 ( 5,760 1,833,476
Beneficiaries

1 |HITEC 2 120,000 110,000 230,000
2 |Foundation Univ Rwp Campus 1 55,000 55,000 110,000
3 Ul Univ 6 70,000 70,000 216,000 356,000
4 [APS (Girls) Humayun Road 1 20,000 21,000 41,000
5 |Dar-Ul-Madina 2, 28,200 23,500 20,000 71,700
6 [Rwp Women Univ 11 190,000 | 43,000 233,000 466,000
7 |RB Tech & Learning 1 76,525 76,525
8 [Al-Saeed School System 16 48,000 48,000 96,000
9 |Superior Univ Fsd - 1 35,000 35,000 70,000
10 |BUITEMS Quetta- 1 100,000 100,000
Total Paid to Beneficiaries 28,200 | 76,525 | 55,000 | 260,000 | 43,000 | 118,000 | 298,500 - | 552,000 | 145,000 | 41,000 | 1,617,225

No of Institutions 10 " 10 10 10 " 12 10 10 10 10

No of Students 23 24 24 26 26 42 41 39 4 4 42

Received so far 1,833,476
Total Exp 1,617,225

Bal as on 31 May 26 216,251

AMS ; THE GRAND PICTURE
Details Mar 12 to Apr 26 May-26 |[Cumulative Picture
Receipt 22,562,367.00 5,760.00 22,568,127
Payment 22,310,875.80 41,000.00 22,351,876
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42:13. He hath ordained for you that religion which He
commended unto Noah, and that which We inspire in thee
(Muhammad), and that which We commended unto Abraham and
Moses and Jesus, saying: Establish the religion, and be not

divided therein. ....

Q.1. Does it suffice all the requirements of a Definition?

Q.2. Who named Islam; Islam, and when?

Q.3. Should you be adding something or deleting something out of it?
He claims He has perfected it.

Q.4. Can you sub-class or sub-divide it and give names, like sunni,
1

shia or scores more; found in use?

Issue No.3. The difference or gradation among the
Prophets

4:150. Lo! Those who disbelieve in Allah and His messengers,
and seek to make distinction between Allah and His messengers,
and say: We believe in some and disbelieve in others, and seek to
choose a way in between; 151. Such are disbelievers in truth; and
for disbelievers We prepare a shameful doom. 152. ....

Genesis 37-38. ...Judah son of Jacob .... [Judah 4% son of Jacob
and Leah. Jacob had four wives, Rachel, Bilhah, Zilpah and Leah.]
Peace be upon all His Prophets. The New English Bible with the

Apocrypha, (1970), London, OUP.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judah_(son_of Jacob)

Q.1. Could one set priorities or gradation among the

prophets. and yet be a Muslim?

Q.2. Could one name his/her religion after the name of a
prophet, or the son of a prophet (Judah), or the
brother of a prophet?

Issue No.4. Race, nationality and pedigree

4:1. O mankind! Be careful of your duty to your Lord Who created
you from a single soul and from it created its mate and from them
twain hath spread abroad a multitude of men and women. Be careful
of your duty toward Allah in Whom ye claim (your rights) of one
another, and toward the wombs (that bare you). Lo! Allah hath been a

Watcher over you.
Genesis 27-28. So created man in His own image; in the image
of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed

them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and

subdue it, ...

4

Contd

Dr. Aiza jahanzeb, 20 years old , I am studying dentistry and painting is

my hobby. I try my best to take out time for extra curricular activities.
My grandmother was also a painter, I got it in my genes. These are oil

paintings, drawn on a canvas.




With 33 Machines, PKPA has the capacity
of 13,000+ (FreeISubS|d|zed Dialysis
Annually for the Poorl Needy Patlents

" ' 4 Faysal Bank Ltd. Kalma Chowk,
&8 Kamalabad, Rawalpindi.

Pak Rs. A/C: 02341450000463
! IBAN: PK12FAYS0002341450000463

{%% PAKISTAN KIDNEY PATIENTS ASSOCIATION (PKPA)

345-A, Tahli Mohri Road, Near Kalma Chowk, Kamalabad, Rawalpindi.
Tel: 92-51-5683036-37, Mob: 0302-8559472,
P E-mail: info@pkpa.org.pk, www.pkpa.org.pak, www.facebook.com/pkpaorg

ssssss

Looking for healthier,
shinier hair & glowing
skin?

Discover Kiwai Beauty — where
science & innovation meet

tradition fo deliver visible,
lasting results.

BEAUTY

\\\\\\\\

Ener Development (Pvt) Ltd

We strive to create a more sustainable, cleaner

kiwai.pk
o Kiwai Beauty
www.kiwaibeauty.com




