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The Message of the Day - 16 Dec
So what if it is the morning of 16th December.
Stand up. Search for superior identity. Better than the one you are now locked into.
Bakhtiar
May it be a notch higher.
Get out of ‘I’, ‘Me’, ‘Mine’ and ‘Ours’. Be a Muslim. Be owner of the world He, made you incharge of. Be responsible for it, play your role, be benevolent; or better than the one, if you are
already one. He gives you an opportunity to be His best product.
If it is too tough or beyond you; be a Pakistani.
Serve this Country. Develop a resolve. You do have a circle of influence and arena to play your role.
Start giving better than yesterday, start yielding superior than yesterday. Remember and NEVER
forget your allegiance to the superior identity.
Better Morrow Issue 49 Dec 2018

Do We Remember
We apologise to Allah of Adam and Muhammad (Peace be upon them) and we owe apology to Allah of Moses
and Jesus Who commands Muslims as one nation, since leaders profess in West Pakistan First.
We owe apology to those who assembled in 1906 at Dhaka to established All India Muslim League to politically
unite Muslims of India. We owe apology to those who assembled 1930 at Allahbad and conceived to unite
Muslim majority areas of sub-continent into one country.
We owe apology to those who assembled in 1940 at Lahore and resolved to unite Muslim majority areas of
India to form independent Muslim states. We owe apology to Quaid-i-Azam and his great warriors of struggle
for freedom to have neglected nation building and throwing away half of the country.
Do we remember the vivisection of Pakistan? Do we remember the shameful defeat of 1971 on December 16?
Do our armed forces remember the shameful surrender on that very date? Are we mindful of our narrowest of
narrow interpretations of Islam and its tragic consequences?
Are we mindful of the damage to the interests of Pakistan due to our parochialism and nepotism?
Let us remember this day of great tragedy and resolve to:• Be a Muslim first.
• Drop all practices, which are damaging; the country left out of Pakistan.
• Think collectively and work hard to build Pakistan.
News Post 17 Dec 2002

Editor: Bakhtiar Hakeem, Sub-Editor: Ms. Hajra Saeed
H. No: 26, St: 19, Sector C, Phase 1, DHA Islamabad. Tel: 051-5788614 Cell: 0345-5375114
bak116ster@gmail.com, www.thinkersforumpakistan.org

Title of account: Thinkers Forum Pakistan-Trust No. 0106 0100 00823 9
TFP-Better2 Morrow No. 0106 0100 585108 Askari Commercial Bank, DHA Islamabad.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

My dear reader how are you?
Wishing you all, health and
happiness; to you as an individual
and as a people, a society, a comity
Bakhtiar
and a nation as well. Political polarity
has been on the increase; and the cleavages widened
and deepened with the time. Issues and events of the
national level demanded better homogeneity, cohesion
and resolve. The highest decision-making bodies, i.e.,
NA and Senate are cutting a sorry figure. State of affairs
at provincial assemblies was even pathetic. Stiff tussle,
a no holds-barred game for the number game, and a
ferocious war, to stay in power and to come back in
power is on. What else could be more injurious to our
superior identity called a nation. ‘Muslim’; that is to
be His vice-reagent and to be His CEO in His universe
was a far cry.
Last two months have seen sharp drop in the intensity
of Covid Pandemic. The cardinal measure, fresh cases
measured every 24 hours; have dropped below 2%. In
last one month it has ranged between 0.6 to 1.9 %. The
number of deaths per-day have varied 10 + 3. Death
toll in India is 475,000 plus, while in Pakistan it is 28,
900 plus. NCOC has done an excellent work and God
has been very kind on us. New variant of the virus
Covid-19; Omicron, causing a refreshed threat has
surfaced. Three cases have been detected on arrival at
Karachi; and more in Islamabad, off-late. The counter
measure, of following a boaster shot, after the two
injections of vaccine will hopefully produce very good
results.
The recent and one of the severest jolt to the country
with reference to the maintenance of law and order,
extremism and intolerance occurred in Sialkot. It was
brutal killing and then burning of the body of one of the
managers of Rajco industries, Wazirabad Rd, Sialkot.
While a rouge and criminal section of workers of the
Company exhibited animal brutality, the business
community of Sialkot rose to the occasion and set an
excellent example of the redress. They have collected
a fund of $ 100,000. And have promised to credit his
monthly salary forever.
It was just yesterday; by the history of nations; that
Taliban re-conquered their country back. I am writing
these lines in Dec of the same year when Kabul was
cleared-off the coalition of militarily most strong
group of 36 countries, led by US. Those who loved

independence over subjugation and slavery and could
pay in blood for this value, won. How come those who
fought, ‘all powerful and technologically most strong
group’ for two decades were hungry and so short of
food? I think those who gathered in Islamabad on 19
Dec forgot that Afghanistan had defeated the then
superpower, United Kingdom, twice in 19th Cen!
Then had beaten USSR to pieces in 20th Cen! Why
the poor and the hungry didn’t sell their ordnance and
bought food? Let us read Gen Asad Durrani, ‘Strategy
of Inaction’. It should be enough to bang our heads
or get wiser. The case of affidavit by one ex-chief
justice of Pakistan against another ex-chief justice for
a most unlawful act is an ugly spot in the history of
our judiciary. Our judiciary has had otherwise enjoyed
a fair history; please see p30.
Dr. Samiullah Malik is an outstanding civil engineer, a
scholar and even superior are his virtues as a campaigner
of Islam, Pakistan and that of Kashmir. Study his
article
		
The book written by Gen
Aslam Beg			
carries a lot of lessons of
history from our past seven plus decades. 			
		
is an effort to elaborate and dig deeper
what should it take to be a ruler. Who can be a rule?
How the Lord of lords expect from the heads of states
to be a Head. A lot of material and examples have been
added to justify from our own history as to how the
Chief executive of a government should be taking the
decisions; especially when he or his people has been
pushed to wall.
Please study the article by Mr. Mir Afsar on the current
challenges in Afghanistan. The focus of writers in this
issue has been, Afghanistan - US – PAK – imbroglio
after the magnificent victory, to say the least, in Aug
21. At home the law and order situation created by the
protest of TLP and the intriguing and sheepish response
by the govt has been a worrying puzzle for many. The
second most, and ever pinching issue is the Fall of
Dhaka.

Have we Pakistanis learnt to be more united after losing
bigger half of the Country?
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FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN
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“Once weapons were manufactured to fight wars. Now wars are manufactured to sell weapons."
Arundhati Roy
The year 2021 is fading away leaving behind deep scars
of the bloody war on terror, and the deadly Covid-19
which has so far claimed over 5.31 million lives. After
the Corona virus and Delta, a new variant Omicron has
emerged, providing opportunity to the pharmaceuticals
and researchers developing vaccines to keep minting
money. Pro and anti-vaccine debate is continuing.
The war and the virus have bled the global economy
and severely hit the economies of the developing world.
The energy crisis has soared the prices of oil, gas, coal
and food items. It has resulted in record-breaking
unemployment, shortage of food, increased inflation
and poverty.
The humiliating defeat suffered by the US-NATO
forces at the hands of Taliban has brought little change
in the aggressive designs of the imperialist powers.
The western powers are seeking revenge for their
ignominy by refusing to recognize the new regime in
Kabul with which it had signed an agreement at Doha
in Feb 2020. The US has imposed an economic war
to debilitate the economy of the war-ravaged country,
and is wrongly accusing the Taliban of having violated
the peace agreement. The West is least concerned
about the worsening humanitarian crisis due to acute
shortages of cash and food in Afghanistan. As per the
UNFP estimates, about 22.8 million Afghans face food
scarcity, and 3.2 million children are facing severe
malnutrition.
The US and its western allies are continuing to pressurize
the Taliban regime to form an inclusive government
without clearly defining inclusiveness and giving
plausible reasons for their insistence. While ethnic
inclusivity is possible, political inclusivity envisaging
inclusion of members of former regimes, viewed as
collaborators and traitors, is not possible for the interim
regime which needs time to settle down. The Taliban
are not likely to make any compromise on Sharia laws
since in their view only Islamic system can help in
restoring peace and normalcy. Conservative rules about
girls’ education and women working in offices have
been considerably relaxed. Hamid Karzai who is in
touch with the Taliban is advocating the resurrection
of the 1964 monarchic constitution. Loya Jirga is likely
to be convened to decide upon the future constitution,
form of government and a national flag.
The attitude of the Muslim countries is appalling. So
far no meaningful collective effort through the OIC
has been made to recognize the Kabul regime and
4

provide direly needed cash, food and
medicines to overcome the looming
crisis. Without diplomatic recognition,
the international humanitarian aid
cannot flow in, and without unfreezing
of foreign assets amounting to $9.5
billion, Kabul’s banking system
cannot function.

Brig Asif Haroon Raja (R)

Pakistan is the only country providing all possible
assistance from its limited resources. Hurdles in
bilateral trade are being removed, visa policy at the
border crossing points relaxed, tax collection and
levies policy softened up; clearance of items by the
customs speeded up and transit of goods from both
sides streamlined. More transit points are being opened
along Afghan-Baluchistan 1200 km border and health
facilities are provided. Trucks loaded with essential
food items and winter quilts, blankets and clothing
are being dispatched regularly. At the same time the
government is pressing and cautioning the international
community not to delay sending relief goods since
their insensitivity and vindictiveness would once again
destabilize Afghanistan, enticing terrorist groups to
recommence terrorism in the region.
The US led Indo-West-Israel nexus governed by selfish
motives are primarily responsible for the growth of
religious extremism and making the world unsafe and
insecure. The US is desperate to restart air and drone
war in Afghanistan under the excuse of targeting IS-K,
TTP and Al-Qaeda, but real targets are hawkish Taliban
and Haqqani leaders still on black list.
The US-Israeli nexus is tightening its grip over the oilrich Arab States, and is also carrying out joint military
drills to strike Iran’s nuclear sites in case diplomacy
fails. Primary focus of the US is now on the containment
of two strategic partners, China and Russia for which
it is shaping new global alliances. Apart from China’s
phenomenal technological and economic growth
which is boosted by its giant project of BRI, President
Xi is concentrating on military’s modernization. He
has changed China’s defensive policy by assertively
responding to the US bullying tactics and has refused to
accept its unilateralism. Russia is equally challenging
unipolarism pro-actively. The South China Sea and
Ukraine are the two flash points; the Pacific Ocean and
Indian Oceans are the two competing regions which the
US wants to dominate. The stage is set for a new cold
war.
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Coming to the domestic news, successive regimes in
Pakistan after Gen Zia have been pursuing one-sided
policy of appeasement of India and the USA. Fear
psychosis beneath the concept of peaceful coexistence
encouraged India to make a mockery of Pakistan’s
nuclear deterrence. It was not grasped by our leaders
that peace doesn’t suit the imperialist designs of India
aspiring to establish Akhand Bharat, and appeasement
doesn’t provide security.
Notwithstanding the changed attitude of the incumbent
government to expose the ugly face of India,
appeasement of the US was not wholly given up even
after illegal annexation of disputed IOK by India in
2019. Trump’s mediation role was naively accepted.
IK stayed away from the Kuala Lumpur conference
hosted by Mahathir to address our core issue at the
call of MBS. The real change came after the exit of
foreign forces from Afghanistan and the US ingratitude
towards Pakistan’s services rendered during the 20year war. Joe Biden chose to adopt the policy of his
predecessors treating Pakistan like a paid mercenary
for the achievement of short-term regional objectives.
The reality seems to have dawned upon the policy
makers that Pakistan is an eyesore for the US, Israel and
India, and it had been discarded out of the US security
calculus in 1990. The only way for Pakistan to earn
their goodwill is to accept the Indian hegemony, shed
off Islamic credentials and become a secular state, hand
over the nukes to the UN, forget about Kashmir and to
distance itself from China. No amount of appeasement
will otherwise bring a change in the discriminatory
posture of the US.
What surprised and shocked Washington and its western
allies was when Pakistan politely declined an invitation
of Biden to attend the Democracy Summit on 9-10
December which he was hosting. This step has miffed
Biden but has pleased China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and
Turkey that were not invited.
Pakistan can now afford to reject the illegal demands of
the bossy USA since it has forged strategic partnership
with China, both have shared security concerns, and
Pakistan’s conventional and unconventional military
capabilities are a result of joint production with China.
There is no more next door threat of covert and overt war
of the Indo-US-NATO and its proxies from the western
border, and the Taliban regime is friendly. CPEC has
become the future economic lifeline of Pakistan, which
has broken the encirclement and isolation of Pakistan.
Russia is veering towards Pakistan and the Indo-Iran
strategic partnership lost its steam after $ 450 billion
China-Iran deal. India is faced with a two-front external

threat and its internal front is messy. Death of Gen Bipin
Rawat in a helicopter crash has accentuated the Modi
regime’s vulnerability.
The US is not reconciling with the policy of defiance
of Pakistan and wants Islamabad to do as told to do
or else get prepared for the consequences. The ruling
regime is already feeling the heat of the external and
internal fronts, but to live as an honorable sovereign
nation, any price can be paid. What is urgently needed
now is to push away the sword of FATF and convince
China and Iran to recognize the Taliban regime at the
earliest before India outsmarts us.
On the domestic front, the paid propaganda brigade
is tarnishing the image of the army and the ISI
under a calculated program since the adversaries of
Pakistan know that until and unless these two trunks
are devitalized, they cannot achieve their nefarious
objectives. The army generals are in the firing line of
the social media, PML-N and proscribed groups.
Gwadar has suddenly become turbulent due to massive
protests launched by the Balochi nationals and the
women demanding their rights and ouster of developers.
Sindhi-Mahajir antagonism has once again surged up in
Karachi. The PTM in league with the banned TTP is
upping Pashtun nationalism in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and are against the merger of FATA. In Punjab, PMLN-PTI political struggle has peaked. The TLP, recently
taken off the banned list as a result of its street power,
is becoming another political force to reckon with.
Objections are being raised over the government’s
softness towards the TTP and the TLP. The International
Amnesty has declared Pakistan’s police the most and
the judiciary the second most corrupt organizations.
The judges are under fire from the public and the media
due to deep-rooted flaws in criminal and civil laws and
lackadaisical performance of the lower courts.
Strains which appeared in civil-military relations in
the wake of posting of the DG ISI were exploited to
the hilt by the opposition and the media. Although the
matter was amicably resolved, one hopes it doesn’t
leave behind scars of mistrust to compromise the onepage concept. Time is running out for the PTI regime
and challenges are multiplying. Need of the day is to
control the price hike.
Brig Asif Haroon (Retd) is a war veteran, defence &
security analyst, international columnist & author of five
books. He is Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director
Measac Research Centre, member CWC PESS.
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STRATEGY OF INACTION
If anyone expected that after the
OIC Foreign Ministers conference
in Islamabad, truckloads of food,
blankets and medicines would
start rolling into Afghanistan, one
obviously had no idea what these
circuses are all about.

Lt Gen Asad Durrani (R)

In any organisation, when taking a decision was
becoming inconvenient since it had to be followed-up
by an action one would rather not take, the matter was
best handed over to a committee. If wisely constituted,
there was a good chance one would not hear of the
troublesome issue any more. In recent times, this recipe
was best served by the Chilcot Commission, constituted
to probe into the shenanigans of the British Intelligence
to help Tony Blair play “poodle” in the 2003 American
invasion of Iraq. I doubt if its findings, or the fifty (or
were they five hundred!) missing pages of the 9/11
Commission report, would ever see the light of the day.
United Nations has done one better. It has provided
constitutional cover to its inability to act. Decisions not
exactly palatable to powers that could create nuisance,
are taken under Article 6. The world body then has no
obligation to get them implemented.
OIC earned its spurs by letting all its verdicts – mostly
on Palestine and Kashmir – die of old age – and thus
awarded the dubious title of ‘The Graveyard of Muslim
Miseries’. Its nom de plume, “Oh I see”, understates its
pathetic ritual of inaction.
In Islamabad it created a world record. The resolution
on Afghanistan is creaking under the ings – welcoming;
commending; recalling; recognising; reaffirming;
expressing; proceeding; noting; underscoring;
acknowledging; reaffirming; emphasizing; stressing –
some of them repeated four to five times. The final tally
is an impressive thirty four; except that the all important
“acting” (to provide immediate relief to the suffering
Afghans) is missing. There is still some light at the end
of a three months long tunnel – and those who come
out alive might see an entity that would be consuming
most of the money donated for the famished Afghans,
but may have to throw them a few crumbs.
People in this business – and I suppose enough number
in our establishment are – would have known how
6

such merry go rounds end. And therefore, the obvious
question: “why have the poor Afghans been taken for a
ride on them; or, if such carnivals were our compulsion
in these optical times, what prevented us from doing
something more substantial away from the humdrum?
And just in case, we and the rest of the Muslim and
non-Muslim friends of Afghanistan, had no money to
spare – why not simply ask the Pakistanis, known to be
one of the most charitable people in the world, to share
their daily bread with the people we do not tire praising
for their heroic struggles. Remember, they have kept
some very powerful threats away from our western
borders, and are a bridge to the countries likely to be
on our side in the looming big power conflicts!
The stock answer that one gets in response to most
such questions is that it’s the mighty US of A who has
warned its vessels – and there are aplenty in our part
of the world – that they better wait for the right signal
from Washington. Frankly, having known how bravely
and successfully we used to defend our core interests,
one had a problem buying this line. For the first time,
however, I have started to believe that it might have
actually happened. Again, for the first time it seems
that Washington has learnt how to position itself to
deal effectively with countries like ours. Exiting from
Afghanistan was an important step in that manoeuvre.
When the Soviet Union vacated its occupation of
Afghanistan and lost its empire soon thereafter, we
obviously claimed victory over a superpower. It didn’t
take long to realise that after its imperial overstretch,
shedding some extra baggage had done the core Russia
a world of good. It could now use its considerable
weight selectively and more effectively.
The US may not have necessarily taken a leaf from its
predecessor in Afghanistan, but its exit does provide
Washington more room for manoeuvre. For example,
with its forces out of the harm’s way, it no longer needs
our goodwill or our territory to keep its forces afloat
in the Afghan quagmire. If it was now threatening
military or economic strikes to deter us from pursuing
our interest’s next doors, one may not know. But one
does know that when a humanitarian disaster was
staring us in the face from across the western borders,
it has the potential to wreak havoc in our region. And
if we are still rationalizing our inaction by the absence
of banking channels and non-Pashtuns in the Kabul
Regime, we have either lost the ability to withstand
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pressures, or forgotten the old maximum: where there
is will, there is a way.
The US indeed has a good number of poodles amongst
our ruling classes, and it has the right to use them to
play the game in our region to its own advantage, but if
it results in yet another turmoil in Afghanistan, Pakistan
will only have itself to blame for snatching defeat from
the jaws of victory, we celebrated only a few months
back.

EINSTEIN AND BRUCE
Not Bruce Lee, but the Scottish king who after repeated
setbacks was inspired by a spider toresume his struggle,
and liberated his country.
Einstein on the other hand, having experimented all his
life, surmised that “doing the same thing over and over
and expecting different results was insane”.The US and
Pakistan may often have pursued different goals but
their armies have one in common: to prove Einstein’s
theory of insanity wrong.
After losing to the Viet Cong, the American Army
came up with probably the first written doctrine to fight
insurgents. It highlighted the primacy of soft power
over the use of brute force. The problem is that armed
primarily with kinetic means, it found their use more
convenient and less complicated than courting hearts &
minds – and continued to use the hammer, and to lose
to ragtag militias.
Mercifully, our Army does not have a lethal arsenal
and therefore must make do with its special status in
the Country. Reasons maybe historic – the territory
was so often trampled over by invading hoards that
the people developed respect for the force of arms –or
circumstantial, due to civilian incompetence. All the
same, the military in Pakistan has acquired the role of
the ultimate arbiter. Carrying that burden, every now
and then it trys to steer the country’s politics– and like
the American Army fails every time.
This failure is programmed.
Ruling directly or with the help of a civilian façade,
the Army needed political pawns, who carrying a khaki
baggage lacked credibility and remained dependent
upon their godfathers for support and survival. In the
belief that some more of the same would ultimately get
the spider in its web, the Army had to twist more arms.

Higher judiciary was often coerced to legitimize the
process; electoral exercises were manipulated; and the
GHQ was blamed – understandably – for any bloopers
bythe puppet regime. That was still not the worse part
of this marriage made in purgatory.
Effects on the Institution itself were palpable. Loyalty
to the Chief now counted more than the professional
acumen. To keep the tottering dispensation on
respirators, the boss man perpetuated himself in office
–which didn’t endear him to his own tribe. Actual or
perceived power trickled down to the ranks and files,
causing resentment among the hoi polloi, and didn’t do
much good to the military’s sacred culture.
Another damage was collateral.
Since the Army’s political face had to be whitewashed
through an electoral process, overtime the beneficiaries
convinced themselves that they genuinely represented
people’s will. Sooner or later they were thus bound to
test the threshold of their mandate. That may well be
the reason that the political gurus have often warned
against the infirmities of a hybrid structure. Indeed, an
artificial organism leads to a muddled distribution of
authority and responsibility.
Consider the latest spat between the prime minister and
the COAS over the office of the ISI Chief. According
to the rules of business, he is to be appointed – and can
be removed – by the Chief Executive. But traditionally,
or because of the Army’s singular status, he’s a serving
general who must keep looking over his shoulder
towards the GHQ. Due to this anomaly, it’s not the
first time it has led to bad blood between Islamabad
and Rawalpindi. A few prime ministers exercised their
prerogative and selected a person against the wishes of
the army chief. Many others signed on the dotted lines
to live and fight another day.
It’s not that one is not aware of universally accepted
good practices. In Israel the head of Mossad is
appointed for six years but only after the leader of the
opposition was taken on board. In Germany at least
once it was a member of the opposition who headed the
BND. The underline idea in both the cases was to avoid
any controversy over the person assigned to this crucial
post – and to ensure stability in the office.
Ironically, while many of these incongruities were the
consequence of the Army’s larger than life role, the
7
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corrective measures too were often suggested by the
uniformed community. To create consensus on the core
security issues, formation of an advisory group under
the aegis of the chief executive that would include
representatives from the political opposition, but none
from the armed forces, was one of them. Besides
keeping the government in waiting in the loop on the
rationale of certain policies, it was also to prevent
political parties from playing politics with matters of
vital national interests. Mainstream parties may have
been excited with this formula when in opposition, but
would not touch it with a nine-foot pole back in power
– most probably because they didn’t want anyone to
come in the way when they rode rough shod over the
country’s resources.
Reverting to the original sin, Army’s repeated
interventions in politics always ended like the American
invasion of Afghanistan. Both of them, when exiting,
were followed precisely by the forces meant to be kept
out – who walked right in the corridors of power as if
through a revolving door. Reverse also turned out to be
true. To guard against the power of the gun, whenever
the selecting authority – a prime minister or a president
– went down the ladder to pick a safehand on the trigger,
it always backfired. Not even Einstein could convince
the products of an illegitimate system not to reinforce
failure.
King Bruce on the other hand succeeded because his
means were legitimate.
Lt Gen Muhammad Asad Durrani, Ex DG ISI was
founding Chairman of Thinkers Forum Pakistan.

STRAY REFLECTIONS
European Christianity
In the sphere of human thought Muhammad, Buddha,
and Kant were probably the greatest revolutionaries. In
the sphere of action Napoleon stands unrivalled. I do not
include Christ among the world’s revolutionaries, since
the movement initiated by him was soon absorbed by
pre-Christian paganism. European Christianity seems
to me to be nothing more than a feeble translation of
ancient paganism in the language of Semitic theology.
Muhammad Iqbal April 1910
8

FUTURE: PAK-US RELATIONS?
Generally it is believed that
relation between any two countries
are dependent on the behavior
of the two with each other. But
in realpolitik the impact of the
behavior is directly proportional to
the power being wielded by each
side. There are no such things as Lt Gen Naeem Khalid
Lodhi (R)
ethics, justice, level playing field
and Fair Play. It is a simple, and at times complicated,
interplay of competing or aligned interests. Thus for a
weak country (void of resources and political will) to
stand up for its legitimate interests (political, economic
and way of life) is an Herculean, and sometimes nearly
impossible task. In which category the US-Pakistan
relations fall? On one side is a Super Power with an
injured ego and on the other end is hardly a mid-power
Country, struggling for internal political and social
harmony, managing, with difficulty, tense relations with
all its neighbours, with an economy totally hostage to
IMF, WB, Middle East etc, ineffective governance and
a highly flawed decision-making mechanism. All the
game-changing opportunities ( CPEC, Afghanistan)
being flouted by inept system that seems to be designed
just to create impediments for all positive steps and
nurture all that is evil.
Fortunately or unfortunately the situation within USA
is also not very soothing. Internal political standoff, a
series of failed military campaigns, scare of rising China
and resurgent Russia, shrinking political clout, some
chinks in the economic armour, have all combined to
profoundly impact their clear vision and ability to take
right and timely decisions. And, naturally, they are not
ready to listen to the sane voices emerging from within
their polity, society or elsewhere. So their relations with
the rest of the world are likely to get effected by all the
above mentioned factors, along with some additional
specific to region developments that could aggravate
the already existing imbalance in American thinking.
The readers would not be taxed by reviewing the entire
history of Pak-US relations, rather let us take stock of
the situation as it stands now. American establishment
looking for a scapegoat to put a veil on their own
political and military incompetence, whereby they
totally missed out on the history and sociology of this
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region in general and that of Afghanistan in particular.
The enduring US interests in the region, like resisting
Chinese political and economic influence, preventing
Russian access to Indian Ocean, subverting BRI/CPEC
etc, will keep them glued on to Afghan situation and
thus Pakistan. The well tested tools of carrot and stick
are being employed once again for the umpteenth time,
and hopefully, we are not likely to behave in the same
familiar manner of appeasement and succumbing to
their indirect and direct pressures, notwithstanding our
critically curtailed freedom to make independent policy
decisions. Same techniques being employed with
Afghans who are fiercely independent in their attitudes.
Iran already in a defiant role. India joining ranks with
US to further her own motives related to Pakistan and
China.
With totally botched up economy, effectively cornered
by the swords of IMF and FATF etc, Pakistan has
limited conventional options, mostly culminating into
even more effective mortal grip of US and institutions
under her strong influence. Out of the box solution is
required to emancipate Pakistan from this dreadful
debt trap. This subject being left here as it is now
getting into a specialized field of which author has little
clue. Irrespective of its precarious economic situation
and internal disharmony resulting into a weak policy
framework, Pakistan cannot compromise on some basic
vital and important national interests: Relationship with
China, Peace in Afghanistan, CPEC, and Kashmir. And
in all these areas Indian and US interests closely match,
and run squarely across Pakistan’s objectives.
So how should Pakistan find converging interests with
US in own region? Difficult question, but has some
options, though hard to realize. Firstly if US desires
that CPEC should remain only an economic corridor
and not get converted into anything else (strategic
corridor, Gawader as a foreign military base etc) they
need to talk to Pakistan. Maybe this is one area where
we can hope to converge. After all, Pakistan will be
better off by not conceding any Military Base on its
soil, also with a large coastal region, we can offer
economic incentives to more than a single entity.
Secondly, America would definitely not like to leave
Afghanistan totally under the influence of China,
Russia and others. Though they have evacuated the
area militarily, they would like to return with a changed
mask and a new strategy, and compete in the fields of

economy and politics. And operating from the safe base
(not in the military sense) of Pakistan is the best bet
even today. Here also, Pakistan after developing some
understanding with China and Afghanistan, and putting
forth some matching demands, can create a conducive
converging environment.
Now it is up to The US, Western Allies and India to
decide on adopting one of the two broad options. One,
to keep following an adversarial relationship with the
New Interim Afghan Government and keep trying to
precipitate turmoil and unrest by employing legal,
economic, political and covert intelligence instruments
(the policy being presently followed). Two, to change
strategy, take a wide U turn and come back with
investment, loans, aids etc, mainly through INGOs
and third party corporate companies initially, and
later directly. This may result into enhanced politicoeconomic leverage for US, West and India. And could
be a good match for Sino-Russian ingress in the Region.
It is assessed that America and her Allies will be much
better off and successful if they go for the Second Option
of rapprochement and keep competing with China and
Russia, rather than totally leaving the Region to them.
So this Course of Action by US is more likely, as it
serves their interest much better. But for that to happen
smoothly, patch up with Pakistan will be required once
again. And Pakistan’s Prime Minister has reiterated a
number of times that we can join in the efforts of peace
and economic activities. And to enable this option to
succeed Pakistan will have to be provided some respite
from the financial stranglehold, and the resistance to
CPEC will have to be dropped. The wildcard in this
entire scenario is India, with her enduring designs
against Pakistan, and animosity with China. America
will have to tame this Ally.
Conclusion. All is not lost in Pak-US relations. It is
for the leadership of both countries to realize those
potentials that can bring the countries closer. Pakistan
still enjoys some leverages (geographical location,
relations with China and Afghan Regime etc) and
Americans can play with their political, economic and
media clout. The only baseline being, that this time,
Pakistan must not sell itself cheap, and ensure cutting
itself free from the ominous debt trap and Indian
bullying attitude. But the final decisions would be by
The US leadership, if they can positively see what has
9
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been proposed. Future relationship is also dependent
heavily on the ability of Pakistani Foreign Office to
work with conviction, knowledge and IR logic, laying
out the plans of cooperation and mutual assistance
clearly and convincingly. Pakistani leadership should
assume an active role rather than waiting for any move
from elsewhere. Peace in the region will ultimately be
beneficial for all including United States and India.
Introduction. The Author is Ex-Commander Bahawalpur
Corps, Ex-Secrectary Defence, Ex-Chairman TFP and the
current VC of TFP.

POST-US WITHDRAWAL FROM
AFGHANISTAN
“The aim of human happiness and
solidarity is not violence, wars and
aggression. All wars perpetuate
violence, fear, and vindictiveness
and are aimed at the destruction of
civilizations and dehumanization
of succeeding generations”. Bruce
Gambrill Foster, “The Scourge of
War: The Shameless Marketing of
Violence”

Brig Asif Haroon Raja (R)

Optimism Dampened					
The US had made Pakistan its coalition partner and a
frontline state to fight the war on terror but throughout
the two-decade war, its attitude towards Pakistan was
highly discriminatory. It never hid its dislike against
Pakistan and fondness for India and its two puppet
regimes in Kabul. Pakistan was optimistic that after
the withdrawal of foreign troops and removal of the
anti-Pakistan Kabul regime and elimination of perverse
influence of India, Afghanistan and its western border
would become peaceful and would open up vistas for a
better future.

Crime reports and scandals attract me. Dooms theories
and crimes relating to high officials, celebrities, money
and young people are of even greater interest. And whole
lot of it is available in abundance on social media. I post
and repost by tens and hundreds all such texts, videos
and stories of unique trickeries, novel ways of loot,
plunder and breaking laws. All cheats, and scoundrels
appear again and again, of course to denounce them on
the face of it. Or to complaint; but all my friends; on
good seven groups love it.
Why I do so?
a. To justify my minor malpractices. If they can do all
that, why not me, my brother, father, and ….
b. To pat myself, that I'm better than most.
c. To tell warden and other law enforcing agencies, go
catch them first.
d. To hide behind bigger crimes.
e. How do you analyze???
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Pakistan was also hopeful that after doing so much for
the double-dealing USA in the 20-year war on terror, the
US would bring a change in its acrimonious behavior
and become more empathetic and affable but there is
no change. The US frostiness towards both Afghanistan
and Pakistan coupled with fluid and uncertain conditions
in Afghanistan have dampened Pakistan’s optimism.
Apart from unfriendly outlook of the US, and lukewarm
response of the regional countries towards the plight
of war-torn Afghanistan, Islamic State-Khurasan (ISK) is making Afghanistan insecure by its acts of terror.
In addition to the attack in Kabul, two deadly suicide
attacks occurred in the Imam-bargahs of Kunduz and
Kandahar during the prayers on two successive Fridays
resulting in heavy human losses. The victims were
mostly Shias who form 10% of the population.
Foreign supported TTP and BLA as well as IS-K
have carried out a series of attacks in Waziristan and
Baluchistan in the last 2-3 months. The Taliban recently
busted one of the dens of BLA in Nimroz, captured
several of its militants and recovered a heavy cache of
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arms. The BLA has also been operating from Sistan in
Iran.
After the Taliban recaptured power, anti-Pakistan Hamid
Karzai started giving friendly signals to Pakistan in the
hope of getting a seat in the Taliban cabinet. But on
prompting of his masters, he again changed colors like
a chameleon and is threatening Pakistan not to meddle
in Afghan affairs.
With over 11 million Afghans living below poverty
lines, the resource constraint Taliban regime is
finding it extremely difficult to feed the hungry,
provide salaries to the workers and daily wages to the
laborers. Humanitarian crisis similar to Yemen is being
deliberately created by the spoilers of peace eager to
deter Russia, China, Pakistan and Iran from filling the
power vacuum in Afghanistan and to discredit the new
regime. The IMF has predicted that if $ 9.50 billion
of the Afghan Central Bank confiscated by the US is
not released and no foreign aid is provided, the Afghan
economy may shrink by 30%.
The sense of elation felt by the Taliban after achieving
great victory is dampening as a result of bleak economic
and security conditions and non-cooperative attitude of
the international community.
Reasons behind the US estrangement with Pakistan
The US after achieving all its objectives from the
Afghan Jihad, dropped its most allied ally of South
Asia Pakistan from its plate like a hot potato in 1990
and hugged India which had consistently pursued antiAmerican policies. Since then Pakistan has been taken
out of the American security calculus and put in the hit
list of Washington. India was made a strategic partner
due to converging security interests. Under the changed
perceptions, the US has striven to make Pakistan a
compliant State and India the policeman of the IndoPacific region.
Driven by its wish to make India fight their war with
China, the US signed high profile security pacts like
civil nuclear deal, LEMOA, COMCASA, and ISA. The
US hasn’t given up this wish even after China’s PLA
soundly thrashed Indian soldiers with fists and spiked
clubs in unarmed combat in Eastern Ladakh.
Major reasons of the USA’s estrangement with Pakistan
were that it is a Muslim country with high pitched
Islamic ideological fervor and strong armed forces,

it has weapon grade nuclear program and variety of
sophisticated guided missiles, enjoys strong friendship
with China and refuses to accept Indian hegemony.
Later on CPEC, and Pakistan’s intimacy with the new
Taliban regime have been added to the list which give
it bellyaches.
Slight change which came in the US attitude after 9/11
was because of geo-political compulsions. Pakistan was
taken on board because of its usefulness in Afghanistan.
It was first used for the occupation of Afghanistan in
2001. Next it was used to defeat Al-Qaeda. It was then
needed to extend the war to fight and defeat the Taliban,
which was not possible without the two supply routes
provided by Pakistan.
Warmth in relations cooled down when Pakistan refused
to fight the Afghan Taliban and Haqqani network (HN).
Pakistan’s bold act of flushing out HN from North
Waziristan in 2015 didn’t satisfy the US and the Kabul
regime since the duo wanted Pak security forces to
deal with the Afghan Taliban the same way. Pakistan’s
refusal to fight someone else’s war annoyed the US.
Pakistan’s services were again required to make the
Doha peace talks with the Taliban successful, and lastly
to carry out safe exit of troops from Afghanistan.
After the departure of all the foreign troops from
Afghanistan which obviated the danger of body bags,
the US doesn’t need Pakistan and will view its future
relations through the Afghanistan lens only. This can
be gauged from the unfriendly statement made by the
US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman in India,
“We don’t see ourselves building a broad relationship
with Pakistan”.
The US-India nexus desire unstable Afghanistan
The US as well as India were never interested in the
stability and development of Afghanistan. Prolongation
of war suited their geo-economic and geo-strategic
interests.
Peace talks were a ruse to divide the Taliban and to
keep the Afghanistan-Pakistan region unstable.
The US is eager to fail the new regime in Kabul and
pave the way for the return of the Northern Alliance led
by ex-Vice President Amrullah Saleh.
The US desire for an airbase		
Currently, the US sole interest in Pakistan is to acquire
11
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an air base, or air passage to conduct counterterrorism
operations against IS-K and other terrorist groups in
Afghanistan. Pakistan’s services are needed to maximize
pressure on the Taliban to make them submissive.
Washington had wanted an airbase in Uzbekistan or in
Tajikistan on a temporary basis which was not accepted
by Russia. Its request for deploying an Intel apparatus
in Central Asia to monitor Afghanistan was also flatly
declined by Moscow. The US wants to renew air war to
be able to gun down the Taliban and HN senior leaders,
particularly those who are blacklisted and are in hiding.
The US media splashed news on Oct 23 that Islamabad
has agreed to provide air base facility to Pakistan which
was refuted by the latter.
Taliban and Pakistan in firing line			
The US spent $ 8 trillion for the achievement of its
geo-economic objectives through the deceitful and
bloody war on terror. In spite of spending colossal
amounts of dollars, using massive military force,
waging the longest war, and suffering heavy fatalities,
injuries, trauma and bearing the taunts of the world,
the end result for the US was catastrophic. It soiled
its reputation as the invincible sole super power and
has become a descending power. The time and money
it spent to hand back Kabul to the Taliban could have
been used to help the struggling Americans.
Instead of carrying out self-examination and post
mortem as to why it lost the war, why it couldn’t
denuclearize Pakistan, failed to contain China and
Russia, and couldn’t tame Iran, the US civil and military
leadership started to look for sacrificial lambs to pin
the blame of their humiliation upon them. There is no
regret or feelings of remorse among the ones in power
in Washington that the response to 9/11 attacks lacked
sagaciousness, and was a reckless misadventure.
There is no talk of war crimes and war trials of those
who legitimized brutality, indulged in massive human
rights violations, used excessive force, and earned
profits from the war. None is talking of rebuilding the
destroyed country and providing compensations to the
next of kin of the victims of war.
The Taliban are blamed for defeating and disgracefully
pushing out the US-NATO forces, and allegedly failing
to abide by the terms of Doha agreement. Pakistan is
held responsible for allegedly assisting the Taliban in
12

achieving victory. They are burning in the inferno of
rage, humiliation and revenge, and are hatching plans
on how to settle scores with the Taliban and Pakistan.
Both the narratives are as cockeyed as the ones
conceived after 9/11 and amounts to passing the buck
on to someone else and ignoring own glaring blunders.
Biden is being blamed by the US Generals and the
Republicans for the chaotic withdrawal and Trump is
exploiting it to gain political mileage.
"We are all brothers and sisters under the skin and
above it . . . it's super important that we stop lobbing
bombs over the top of the wall and start trying to
dismantle it, so that we can say 'hi' to whoever is
on the other side, whether the divide is religious or
nationalistic or politic or economic." - Roger Waters
Punitive acts						
The western world is bent upon teaching a lesson to the
Taliban for their audacity to degrade the sole superpower
and NATO. Calculated steps are being taken to crumble
Afghanistan’s economy and to make it a failed state.
Apart from freezing their foreign exchange reserve and
directing the IMF and World Bank to suspend financial
aid, the US is pressuring the international community
not to recognize the new regime in Kabul. Without
recognition, humanitarian aid cannot be galvanized.
Instead of bailing out the new Taliban regime in Kabul
from the economic crisis by providing humanitarian
assistance and according it diplomatic recognition, it is
accentuating its melancholies. It will provide assistance
based on conditions that aid will be distributed by its
NGOs and 2600 Afghani agents who were evacuated
by CIA. Fake news are being spread by Indo-western
media and sponsored protest marches for women rights
organized in Kabul and other big cities to debase the
Taliban.
Upset by the growing rapport between Pakistan and
Taliban, the US wants to penalize both by using the
tools of diplomatic isolation, economic war, proxy
war, hybrid war and sanctions. Dollars are pouring into
Pakistan to destabilize the political situation, weaken
the economy and possibly bring about a regime change.
The USA being the biggest war monger and violator
of democratic and human rights is demanding from
the Taliban not to violate human and women rights,
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promote girls education and to form an inclusive regime
of its choice.
Ironically, massive human rights abuses committed by
India and Israel against the Kashmiris and Palestinians,
and both involved in ethnic cleansing to change the
demography have never bothered the biased US
leadership.
India’s undiminished bellicosity			
Egged on by the US and Israel to intensify bellicosity
against Pakistan, Indian media has intensified fake
propaganda by claiming that Pakistan is behind the
incidents of target killings of 9 Indian soldiers and
some others in occupied Kashmir, as well as the attack
by rebellious Sikhs against the RSS thugs in India,
who are brutalizing minorities especially the Muslims.
Hype similar to the post-Pulwama incident in Aug 2019
has been created and demand for surgical strikes has
reached a crescendo. India’s Home Minister Amrit
Shah has hurled a threat in this regard.
To up the ante, Indian anchors are screaming and
straining their lungs over the incident of the Indian
submarine saying that Pakistan’s claim of detecting it
and forcing it to trudge backwards is false. Another
threat was tossed to cancel the India-Pakistan T-20
cricket match due on Sunday. Earlier on, India was
behind the cancellation of cricket series in Pakistan
by the New Zealand and British teams. These bullying
tactics are not new and have always been used to hide
the genocide and rapes of the Kashmiris, and to placate
Indian masses fed up of price spiral, growing poverty,
rising cases of rapes and crimes and groaning under the
misrule of fascist Modi regime.
Desperate to return to Afghanistan, India is making
concerted efforts to win over the new regime in Kabul
and is offering extensive humanitarian assistance.
Moscow’s help to convince the Taliban has also been
sought.
IS-K pitched against Taliban 			
The IS-K which was imported from Iraq and Syria in
2015 has been propelled to carryout suicide and bomb
attacks in the major cities of Afghanistan and foment
sectarianism to create insecurity. The CIA Director
had stated last August that the best way to fuel trouble
would be to make the Shias fight against the Sunnis as
had been done in the Middle East. Sectarian game is

being played with a dual purpose to show to the world
that Afghanistan is an insecure country and it is beyond
the capacity of the Taliban to control them. Secondly,
justify the US air intervention.
The two most battle hardened and ideologically driven
Sunni groups (Deobandis and Salafists) have been
pitched against each other to once again engulf the warravaged country into another round of civil war. While
the hardline IS-K is war monger, and has an international
agenda of change, the reformed Taliban desire peace
and friendship with all the countries. They had given
ample chance to the militants led by Ahmad Masood
in Panjshir to settle the matter through dialogue and
when Masood refused, the valley was forcibly wrested
on Sept 6. Tajikistan and Iran are feeling uneasy with
Panjshir coming under the control of the Taliban.
Time is not far when the Taliban would be forced to
launch a full-fledged offensive to eliminate IS-K, which
is also posing a threat to Pakistan. Earlier this menace
is eliminated from the Af-Pak region, better it will be
for the overall peace and security of the region.
G-7 Conference					
It was held on Aug 24 by video to discuss the Afghan
situation. The EU members were more concerned about
the safety and evacuation of their nationals and their
Afghan loyalists from Afghanistan. They promised one
billion Euros humanitarian aid for the Afghans but so
far the amount has not been received.
G-20 Extraordinary Conference			
Pakistan and Iran, the two important immediate
neighbors of Afghanistan were not invited to the
conference by video held on Oct 12. Although the
purpose of the conference was to generate donations
for Afghanistan, no tangible results came out since the
reps of western countries “wanted to tell the Taliban
how to run their country and how to treat the women”,
and laid down these terms as necessary conditions
for doling out assistance. Russia and China wanted to
follow the policy of non-interference. Another meeting
is scheduled on Oct 30-31.
Russia’s role						
Russia hosted a summit at Moscow on Oct 14-15 to
discuss the evolving situation in Afghanistan which
was attended by reps from China, Iran, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, five Central Asian States and India. The
13
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US was absent. It was a follow up of the Dushanbe
Summit of the SCO. A bombshell was dropped by
Russia’s foreign minister Lavrov bluntly stating that
the core burden of post conflict economic & financial
reconstruction and development of Afghanistan must
be shouldered by the USA-NATO occupying the
country for 20 years.
While India and Tajikistan expressed their grievances,
the Taliban PM Abdul Salam Hanafi argued that the
current interim regime is already inclusive. 500,000
employees of the former regime have kept their jobs.
Vladimir Putin praised the Taliban efforts to tackle the
threat posed by the IS-K and he said that there are 2000
Jihadis of this outfit, whose locations are known to the
Russian intelligence and can easily snuff them if the
Taliban gave a green signal. He also lauded Pakistan’s
role, emphasizing that it was among the most important
players in Afghanistan. It was decided to convene an
international donor conference under the auspices of
the UN.
NATO Summit					
The NATO summit of the defence ministers was held
at Brussels on 19-20 Oct. The insensitive participants
did nothing to help out Afghans except for giving
sermons to the Taliban and holding them accountable
for the ongoing acts of terror and alleged human rights
violations in Afghanistan.
Pakistan’s endeavor for peace			
Pakistan is making hectic efforts to provide relief
goods to the stressed segments in Afghanistan and has
assured Rupees 5 billion immediate relief, but is itself
deeply immersed in a host of internal issues. It has been
appealing to the neighbors of Afghanistan as well as the
OIC for a collective humanitarian response and is also
urging the world bodies including the USA to come out
of their materialistic mode and for the sake of humanity,
mobilize international assistance for the Afghans who
have been living in hellhole for the last 40 years. Their
miseries would proliferate in the winter season, but
egotism, antagonism, greed and bigotry is coming in
the way of humanity. There is an urgent need for global
convergence in Afghanistan to avoid the humanitarian
crisis and coordinated efforts for the economic uplift of
the Afghan people.
Pakistan’s challenges				
Pakistan has decided not to play into the hands of
14

global powers like a hired gun to fight their wars and
has opted to become a strong proponent of peace. It is in
the backdrop of this change of policy that Imran Khan
in reply to the question of the nosy western reporter
asking him whether Pakistan will extend airbase facility
to the US, had spontaneously retorted ‘Absolutely
Not’. His curt response has not been received well in
Washington. It is not reconciling with the policy of
defiance of Pakistan and wants Islamabad to do as told
to do or else get prepared for the consequences. The
ruling regime is already feeling the heat of the external
and internal fronts.
Domestically, the people are getting restive due to rising
inflation and uncontrollable price hike. The global
economic crunch and Covid-19 have severely hit the
economies of the developing world. The energy crisis
has soared the prices of oil, gas and coal. Pakistan’s
economy which has been in the grip of the IMF since
1990 is tumbling and debts are surging. External debt
repayment is $ 14 billion and internal debt Rs 2.7
trillion. Economist magazine has listed Pakistan’s
inflation 4th highest out of 42 countries. Pakistan
needs gross external financing of $ 51 billion in current
and next financial year to fulfil its needs. The IMF is
levying tough conditions which if implemented would
further enrage the people. FATF has again postponed its
decision of taking Pakistan out of the grey list till next
February.
Under the prevailing grim environment and foreign
agenda of a regime change, the possibility of coming
out of an economic crisis is getting dimmer. Taking
advantage of the unsettling trends, the PDM, PPP,
Jamaat-e-Islami and the TLP have started flexing
political muscles. They have embarked upon another
round of protest marches and are hopeful to dislodge
the government which they consider as incompetent.
Their target is Imran Khan and they want to pay him
in the same coin. Tough times are awaiting the rulers.
What is urgently needed is political consensus and
economic certainty as well as bridling up of paid media
spreading gloom to ride out the brewing storm.
Thw writer is a war veteran, defence & security analyst,
international columnist & author of five books. He is
Chairman Thinkers Forum Pakistan, Director Measac
Research Centre, member CWC PESS.
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JOURNEY ACROSS THE ROOF OF
THE WORLD
In my school days, I was fascinated
to read about the Tibetian plateau
formed by the two mountain ranges
– the Himalayas in the south and
the Kunfun mountains in the north
with an average height of 12,000
to 16000 feet above the sea level, Gen Mirza Aslam Baig (R)
rightly called the Roof of the
World. I could never imagine that one day I will be
fortunate enough to travel across it on a comfortable
train. That day came, when FRIENDS received the
invitation from Chinese Peoples Association for
Peace and Development (CPAPD) to visit China. We
requested to visit Tibet and travel on the newly built
Qinghai-Tibet railway. Our request was granted. Thus
leading a five member delegation we reached Lhasa the
capital of Tibet, on 8th August 2006.
Lhasa the capital city of Tibet is located at a height of
12,000 feet above sea level and is the centre of Tibetan
Buddhism, with ancient buildings, temples and palaces.
The melting snow from the mountains forms into a large
wetland, from where River Barham-Putra originates.
China needs this water to irrigate large tracts of land,
and if they divert it, the Braham-Putra river will turn
dry. Lhasa has gone under extensive development,
expanding, both, horizontally and vertically. We stayed
there for three days visiting various places, such as
Jokhang Temple, Potala Palace and Norbulingka
complex. Jokhang Temple is the spiritual Centre
of Buddhism, built in 647 AD, by the Hans. Potala
Palace is located in the heart of Lhasa. It remained the
residence of their spiritual leaders till 1959, when Dalai
Lama shifted to India. Now it has been converted into
a national museum and is a renowned tourist resort.
Norbulingka is an impressive and complex building
surrounded by beautiful parks and gardens.
The railways built across the Tibetan Plateau, is a
marvel of engineering. It took several years to build
it by 1984 and about three more decades to declare it
open on 1st July 2006. We arrived on 8th August 2006.
Our delegation was the first, allowed to travel on this
route. The memorable train journey thus started on the
fourth day at 9 AM The train was fully air conditioned,
equipped with Oxygen lifeline, television sets and
dining car, just like our Tezgam Express of the 1960s.
This railway line is a great engineering feat running,
zigzag on tracks carved out of mountains through
tunnels as high as 16000 feet, built through ice and
frozen rocks, negotiates very dangerous turns. At times,

the train passes through valley, where the parallel road
and the river, present a beautiful sight.
The train continuously ascends to greater height, of
over 16,000 feet where it halts, at Tanggula railway
station (16,627 feet) allowing the passengers enjoy the
dizzy heights and the freezing winds. As night falls, the
train starts descending, and as morning dawns having
travelled a distance of about 1950 kilometers, covered
in about twenty three hours, reaches the city of Xining
at 7000 feet, which is the capital city of Shanghai. It has
a population of about ten million, with 50% Muslims.
The city is a garrison for thousands of troops and police
to maintain in the far-off of Chinese western region.
There is a large fresh water lake shimmering, under the
rising sun. We went straight to the lake-side restaurant
where the staff welcomed us with the salutation:
Assalam-o-Alaikum. We were served breakfast, with
fish from the lake which was as delicious as our Trout
fish of river Indus.
The population all along the route is thin and waiting
for life to appear in full bloom with development and
exploitation of the resources, with Chinese ingenuity
and their untiring and daunting courage. The next day
we left Xining and reached Beijing. The entire journey
was a dream come true. Adventurous and eventful.
No doubt Pak-China friendship is equally, strong, and
stable as this railways project, which can rightly be
called the Eighth Wonder of the World.
THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM
Lest We Forget
A 90 Second Pictorial Travel
Through Time
October 2, 1187 ce
Serial 1 - 19 were published in Issue-64, 66

20/60
(L to R) The Architects - Sir Edmund Allenby, Field Marshal and 1st Viscount Allenby,
Sir Arthur Balfour, 1st Lord of the Admiralty and 1st Earl of Balfour, and Sir Herbert
Samuel, 1st Viscount Samuel - at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, ca. 1925
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TLP PROTEST LEADS TO
UNREST SITUATION
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
emerged as a debut prominent
political party in the 2018 election
with a large vote bank. It became
the fifth largest political party and
is considered a far-right Islamic
extremist, which was founded in
Dr. Saira Asad
2015 by Khadim Hussain Rizvi.
According to Election Commission of Pakistan data
of 2018 election, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) had
received 6.90 million votes; Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz (PML-N) had 12.89 million votes and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) had received 16.85 million
votes, in comparison, the achieved votes of 2.19 million
by TLP is appreciable. TLP was able to secure 3 seats
in the Sindh assembly only in the 2018 election with
a massive vote bank that minimized the vote banks of
other political parties.TLP became prominent in 2011
on the demand of releasing Mumtaz Qadri, a bodyguard
of former Punjab governor Salman Taseer, who gunned
down the governor on call of changing the country’s
blasphemy laws, and later on, he was hanged in 2016.
TLP has held seven protests since its emergence in
2015 that created unrest and violence in the country.
Each time, the government came into anagreement with
them. It was seen in 2017 that TLP marched towards
Islamabad for the amendment in the election laws.
They protested for three weeks by sit-in and forced the
law minister to resign on the change of declaration’s
wording of the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH) in
the election laws. It forced then Law Minister Zahid
Hamid to resign over the accusations on removing
the clause. The government view came with the cleric
error and restored the original clause with the finality
of prophethood in an oath. In 2018 again, TLP blocked
major passages in Punjab for forcing the government
to fulfill their demands listed in the 2017 Islamabad
agreement. TLP led the 12-day protest and ended upon
the government’s agreement on fulfillmentof their
demands. In Asia Bibi’s case, judgment on blasphemy
had erupted violent protest in October 2018 by TLP.
Supreme Court declared the innocence of Asia Bibi
on the lack of evidence on ‘Touheen-e-Rasaalat’. The
government again promised TLP to challenge Asia
Bibi’s acquittal and additionally, put her name on the
exit control list. In November 2018, TLP announced
16

another protest against this judgment. The government
took Khadim Hussain Rizvi into protective custody
along with other TLPs leaders.
In November 2020, TLP raised its voice against the
publication of blasphemous caricatures in France.
They demanded to expel the French ambassador from
Pakistan. Again, the government agreed on TLP’s
demand and agreed to boycott French goods. The issue
was promised to be discussed in parliament within a few
months. TLP’s voice again heard in January 2021 on
expelling of the French ambassador. The government
signed a written agreement with the assurance of taking
the issue to the parliament. In April 2021, the violent
protest was raised, now under Khadim Hussain's son's
leadership, Saad Rizvi. 16 policemen were taken
hostage by TLP protesters. The government then
banned TLP under the anti-terrorism law. Later on, the
issue was debated in the parliament on the expulsion of
the French ambassador.
In October 2021, TLP was seen on roads, where rangers
were called upon for maintaining the law and order as
negotiation failed. The violent protest almost lasted a
week; where 250 policemen were injured, and at least 7
killed. TLP started to protest from Lahore to Islamabad
and ended with negotiations. Mufti Muneeb-ur-Rehman
announced in Sunday conference about the successful
negotiation deal with the government. The agreement
is not announced publicly but declared that outcomes
will be seen in the coming days. Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, National Assembly Speaker Asad
Qaiser, Ali Mohammad Khan, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, and TLP members Mufti Mohammad Ameen,
and Mufti Ghulam Abbas Faizi were present along with
Mufti Muneeb-ur-Rehman.
According to TLP’s 2018 election manifesto, the party
has a firm belief in making Pakistan a welfare state,
eradicating corruption and terrorism, and upholding
the sanctity of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
But, looking at the TLP’s past and present aggressive
actions on roads have created an unrest situation in the
whole country. TLP dharnas have always brought to a
halt for many days, causing a huge inconvenience to
citizens. For the good of the country, and as an image of
a nation, these protests are suggested to be stopped at the
initial stage. It has caused chaos, economically as well
as the physical loss of precious lives. The non-sense
against our religion, practices, and teachings cannot be
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ignored at all levels. There is a need for understanding
by all those political groups/parties, who opt for this
way of protest is wrong as the whole nation suffers
from it. In the end, only negotiation is the solution, so
why not come directly to the point where both parties
agree to listen to each other on mutual understanding
to avoid any sort of losses and inconvenience. TLP
is seen providing a sense of empowerment to many
people belonging to lower-income groups. It also
has given support to Barelvi madrassah youths, who
became ignored after 9/11. They have been recognized
by establishing their place again by having a prominent
platform for themselves in the political, religious, and
militant grounds. TLP has empowered them with the
provision of an umbrella to pass on their narratives.
The recent protest of TLP created hype, but divided the
society along sectarian lines and damaged the mindset
of the majority. TLP’s creation is on strict Islamic
principles with an exclusive approach but is seen taken
the same approach to gain power by protests.
The government's role in the October sit-in is appreciable
to deal with the violent protest by calling in rangers
for the maintenance of law and order in the country,
which caused huge inconvenience to commuters that
choked main routes from Lahore to Islamabad. Some
religious parties or groups are religiously inspired with
having similar agendas. They either started from the
1960s and 1970s movement of Khatm-i-Nabuwwator
and various sectarian campaigns of the 1980s. Those
movements started to divide the sects in society by
varying approaches and ideologies under their leaders.
The sensitive issue of finality and honor of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is always seen as the main agenda
of these groups. Not even a single Muslim in this world
can ever imagine or bear blasphemous actions. The way,
TLP chose to deal with this issue was just unacceptable
where other fellow citizens were tortured by creating
inconvenience and raised the issue of law and security.
TLP has succeeded in maintaining unity among its
workers after the death of their leader Khadim Hussain
Rizvi, who used to make the audience attractive with
his fiery sermons. The same ideology and narrative
are followed by his son Saad Rizvi. Today, again, TLP
seems to be determined on their motives and ideology
with firm actions and agendas.
Previously in April 2021, TLP chief, Saad Hussain
Rizvi’s name was placed in the Fourth Schedule of
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997. It has been removed from the

Schedule now along with the 487 TLP members after
negotiations. The provincial and federal cabinet has
considered the request from TLP of a biding Constitution,
and laws of the country by keeping larger national
interest for future. In this regard, the government has
released more than 800 captive TLP workers from jail
without any criminal charges and promised to release
Saad Rizvi soon through the judicial process. The
secretive agreement between TLP and the government
remains anonymous and looking forward to taking out
the conclusion of this kind of issue inthe futurewith
peace by abiding law and security. The uncertainty
on the issue still can be felt, but TLP is allowed to
contest the next general election.TLP workers have
crossed various red lines, but the question is, who will
be punished for all wrongdoings and loss of precious
lives. Handling and negotiating the issue without force
from the government’s side is appreciative. Still, to see
on which terms the agreement has been signed between
government and TLP after such a disturbing situation.
Initially, terming TLP terrorist organization and at the
end allowing them to contest the election and releasing
its workers from jail. The government seems to act
more responsibly by their actions instead of opting for
the aggressive approach.
By looking at the trend in Pakistani politics, electoral
politics do not favor religious parties’ politics. No
doubt, they gain attention by raising religious sensitive
issues from time to time to energize people to stand for
the reason. Their main support is seen as territorially
fragmented. They retain power by street demonstrations
and often act as spoilers in the country under their
party’s umbrella. It is recommended that the image
of Pakistan should be kept at the front by all those
groups, who are engaging their workers in this sort
of similar practice. For retaining power, these groups
forget the initial promises mentioned in their party’s
manifestos. The government’s agreement with TLP has
raised eyebrows that encouraging others to follow the
same pattern for the fulfillment of their demands. The
country has remained under fear of insecurity and is
recommended to deal with these issues amicably at the
initial stage for the stability and security of the country.
Dr. Saira Asad is a Ph.D. from Universiti Tun Hussein Onn
Malaysia (UTHM), Johar, Malaysia. She is a columnist,
researcher, and visiting faculty member of Riphah International
University (Media Sciences department), Islamabad.
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BE LIKE WATER
“Empty your mind. Be formless,
shapeless, like water. You put water
into a cup, it becomes the cup. You
put water into a bottle, it becomes the
bottle. You put water into a teapot, it
becomes the teapot. Now water can
flow, or it can crash. Be water, my
friend.” Bruce Lee.

with this experience.

Mr. Nauman Gul

Many people have walked on this earth and few were
able to leave a mark. The legacy that they left behind
inspired many through the course of time. Among those
few individuals, Bruce Lee holds greats importance.
A great artist I must say. Growing up watching his
blockbuster movies was a treat, but besides being an
actor and a martial artist, he was a philosopher as well.
Yes, you read that right. Bruce Lee was a philosopher
and his philosophy has touched many people. He can be
described as a complete package or as I have put it, ‘a
great artist’; a martial artist, an actor and a philosopher.
This article “Be like water” is about the philosophy
quoted above, but I would try to explain it from a
different perspective so that you can easily understand
the beauty of it and apply accordingly in your life. My
dear readers you might be confused why anyone would
write an article on a simple quotation. Well, to start, I
must first explain that the passages that you are about to
read includes: a student’s life and how this philosophy
can be incorporated and espionage which has always
been the first line of defence of a state. My purpose of
writing this article is to shed light on the philosophy
that how one can adapt the state of water explained
by Bruce Lee. If you are still here, reading, I must say
you have taken interest, but let me remind you that in
order to truly absorb what you are about to read, you
must take the step and “Empty your mind”. For that let
me share a short parable that Bruce Lee wrote in 1971:
“A learned man once went to a Zen master to inquire
about Zen. As the master talked, the learned man
would frequently interrupt him with remarks like, “Oh
yes, we have that too,” and so forth. Finally, the Zen
master stopped talking and began to serve tea to the
learned man; however, he kept pouring, and the tea cup
overflowed. “Enough! No more can go into the cup!”
the learned man interrupted. “Indeed, I see,” answered
the Zen master. “If you do not first empty your cup,
how can you taste my cup of tea?” Now that I have your
attention, read the passages with empty mind and leave
all your knowledge behind. Don’t worry; you’re in for
a treat. You have come this far so enlighten yourself
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Water is the most natural, transparent and purest form
of matter that one could think of. It is always in a state
of ‘constant movement’, but when external forces are at
play then either it can change course or it can be stopped
completely. Focus on the quotation and my dear readers
you would realize that water is formless and shapeless,
but when it is poured into those separate containers; a
cup, a bottle and a teapot, it takes the shape of the object
very easily. Besides this ability of water, let me remind
you that flowing water is the most powerful form. The
movement of water can be classified into two types/
forms according to the philosophy. Either it flows in a
smooth manner or it flows in a destructive manner, but
keep in mind no matter what movement it incorporates,
water is essential for life. Without water life does not
exist. Water if contained in a closed container embodies
a weak state because it is trapped and it has nowhere to
go. So remember we are discussing here about flowing
water and the ability it possesses to reach the target.
A Student: Search for purpose in life 		
Those who seek knowledge whether they are young or
old, they are all students. The foundation of a student
begins at home. The very first lecture given to them
is by their parents upon which the overall conduct of
a student is assessed throughout life. Students are the
future and their upbringing since day one of school
and college is closely associated with the knowledge
that they receive in the classrooms. As the student
advances and reaches the university, the institution
instills in them technical skills so that they may tackle
the practical life head on. This journey takes sixteen
years, making it a bumpy ride with highs and lows,
successes and failures; an experience of a life time.
Throughout this time period have you asked yourself
this question that, what is the purpose of your existence
in this world? For what purpose are you created? Have
you ever closed your eyes and asked yourself these
questions. Even if you have asked these, but did you
achieve the purpose for which you were created? I’m
afraid many students are unaware of their surroundings
because they are stuck in the same routine of their life
which leads them nowhere. Some doing the degree that
they are not meant for, but they have no other option
yet to survive. Their observation skills are poor because
of the same routine followed for almost sixteen years
making them machines programed to follow the same
pattern. In order to break free from the shackles of the
circular routine, take the step and slow down your life.
Ask yourself, are you heading the right way or not?
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Many daring students possess this quality, later on in
their life they ask themselves that, “am I really meant
to do this degree?“ At least they take the leap forward.
Keep the philosophy in mind that water flows gently or
it crashes depending on how much energy it possesses.
Once you realize your life purpose, flow gently and
make your way through all the obstacles. Make your
own way; adjust to the surroundings because just like
water you can truly be in control of yourself. For total
control one needs total awareness, but one should
realize that you cannot control your life fully because
life is an ‘unexpected holy experience’. If you throw
a rock or a log in the water stream you’ll observe that
water makes way around those obstacles because water
knows what its purpose is. Water knows its destination,
how to reach its intended target. Water does not wait for
an external force of nature to create a path for it, rather
it goes around it. So, to recall the lesson in the passage
my dear readers know your purpose of life, make your
own way and that is the right way because you would
be happy and by all means remember to keep moving
forward. Adjust to the surrounding accordingly and
grow as much as you can because water has no limits.
Feel the water and enable yourself to grasp all the
qualities because you have to start from somewhere.
Espionage: Still the first line of defense		
Today’s world as we speak is more advanced than ever.
Technology has reached its highest level and keeps on
growing not steadily, but rather more rapidly. In the
midst of all the advancement, does the world forget the
old techniques of tradecraft? Has human intelligence
been reduced in today’s era? My dear readers, neither
am I an expert nor an enthusiast of this field, but one
thing is certain and that is, if you want the world on
its toes ‘conspiracy theories’ would lead the way.
Pakistan just like all the other countries of the world
faces threats from all quarters whether internal or
external. To elaborate this analysis I must add here
that this passage is not a fact based its only to get a
point of my analysis across, that how the philosophy
of Bruce Lee can be used in the domain of espionage.
Take for example the CPEC project; a flag ship project
which provides the shortest route possible to China
and connects it to the warm waters of Indian Ocean.
In order to derail the project non-state actors might
be used to fuel and incite violence through advanced
techniques. By advanced techniques I mean the proper
use of social media in mobilizing mass protests all over
the country just on the basis of inequality or distribution
of resources and other connected reasons. By now

everyone knows about 5th generation warfare which is
the present generation of warfare and is an advanced
tactic in waging war. Besides that you might have heard
of ‘Hybrid Warfare’ as well since it is the new concept
which I must add here that this concept has no religion
or center of gravity since it is waged in all fields, hence,
this type of warfare has no boundaries. Do not mix the
two types because there is a thin line which separates
both. Sometimes both are used interchangeably which
is wrong. Hybrid warfare can be ideological, cyberattack, political agenda etc. This type of warfare if
successful the targeted state reaches its frustration level
because not a single point is chosen for battle, rather
it is held across the spectrum. So now let’s apply my
analysis of the philosophy, but first the question that I
have asked ‘The old tradecraft technique?’ According
to Sun Tzu, “Foreknowledge cannot be gotten from
ghosts and spirits, cannot be had by analogy, cannot
be found out by calculations. It must be obtained from
people, people who know the condition of the enemy.”
As he explained about ‘Organizational Genius’ he said,
“There are five kinds of spy: The local spy, the inside
spy, the reverse spy, the dead spy, and the living spy.
When the five kinds of spies are active, no one knows
their routes-this is called organizational genius and is
valuable to the leadership.” Now connecting it with
the philosophy of Bruce Lee, when all the security
establishment are in unison and held close together and
to achieve the main purpose which is to safeguard the
CPEC project. If each and every department flows in a
single stream then and only then it is possible to tackle
the menace of ‘Hybrid warfare’. If nature creates some
kind of obstacles along the way then no need to worry
because water creates its own path. To achieve all this
one has to empty the cup in order to make room for new
knowledge and most importantly go to the roots. Do
not forget about human intelligence in todays advanced
era.
Dear readers the philosophy is not bound to any single
concept. This Bruce Lee philosophy applies in all walks
of life. It is up to you to decide how well you can apply
this in your life, in your organization, in your business
etc. I leave you with some questions, what is the
purpose of your life? Have you achieved the purpose
for which you were created? Or are you happy for the
path that you have chosen? To answer these you must
“Empty your mind”. Now my dear readers it depends
on you how well you can adapt to this quality, it’s never
too late to achieve the highest level of your existence
because the main purpose of the philosophy is to attain
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self-actualization. To achieve that state one has to
forget prior knowledge which is taking you nowhere
and make room for new one and embrace the quality of
water. As Bruce Lee said, “Be water my friend.”
References:
1. “Be Water, My Friend-The teachings of Bruce Lee” by Shannon Lee
2. “The Art of War” by Sun Tzu

Introduction.“ I am an ordinary guy living life on Bruce Lee’s
philosophy i.e. “Be like water”. Did my BSc. in Accounting
and Finance from NUCES-FAST Isb. Besides reading, I do
Bodybuilding and play Basketball.”
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SWOT Versus Swat State!!
This historic picture relates to
the former princely state of Swat.
One can see the founder of the
state, Mian Gul Abdul Wadood,
signing proudly the accession
instrument to join Pakistan,
with overwhelming support
Mr. Asim Effendi
and approval of his eldest son
Mian Gul Jehanzeb, later the last Wali of Swat,
and his eldest grandson Mian Gul Aurangzeb,
later Government KPK and Balouchistan and their
Punjabi Cheif Secretary Advocate Atta Ullah, all
merrily seen in the picture.
For all official purposes the Chief Secretary of the
erstwhile Swat State carried out all the legal paper
work on behalf of the rulers, while they occupied
themselves with managing the state physically
and practically then mere file work that sadly
subsequently turned Swat state into a tragic saga
of administrative mismanagement, bureaucratic
red tapism and political exploitation that twice
resulted into bloody uprising against the state of
Pakistan by its citizens, demanding Justice under
the banner of Sufi Muhammad, and later his sonin- law Maulana Fazli Ullah, yet there seem to be
no end to our learning the lessons unless all is lost.

May 15, 1948
Nakba

Today, Swat, is administratively divided into
three Districts Swat, Shangla and Buner with all
administrative machinery yet by no comparison
there is any improvement in structure of governance
rather decay in all spheres whether education, health
care, environment, justice or development of roads
and infrastructure. There are mostly no permanent
bridges till Kalam except the narrow tank bridges
built by the Corps of Engineers of Pakistan Army,
as emergency measure post flash floods.

A Picture is worth a thousand words
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When one looks at the SWOT (Strength, Weakness,
Opportunity and Threat) as analysis, administrative
weakness outweighs all the positive that makes
Swat a role model of how Pakistan as a country is
going nose down, due to incompetent leadership
to whom except self-interest nothing is dearer or
nearer to their hearts.
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Pakistan, and its citizens continue to pay through
their noses for the incompetence and apathy of their
leadership both to them and the country. There is
no way Pakistan and her hapless citizens could be
to be saved from the social Injustice and constant
rise in the cost of living, pushing more and more
Pakistanis below the line of poverty.
Unless and until, the leadership are held
accountable across the board , as the sole factor
of Pakistan's progressive failure as a state , be it
political, theoretic, military or civil bureaucracy.
It hangs one's head in shame when one sees the
shamelessness amongst the leadership whether
their luxurious life styles, foreign education and
treatments of their families and least but not last,
the security conveys of vehicles after vehicles, as
if Pakistan exists only if their unworthy lives are
protected, which is the other way round. Long Live
Pakistan.

STRAY REFLECTIONS
The Critical Period for the
Musalmans of India
In so far as the evolution of religious ideas is concerned
there are principally three stages in the development of
a community:
1) The Attitude of scepticism towards traditional
religion – a revolt against dogma.
2) But the need of religion as a social force of great
value is at last felt and then begins the second stage
– an attempt to reconcile religion with reason.
3) This attempt leads necessarily to difference
of opinion which may have awful consequences
for the very existence of a community. Difference of
opinion, if not honest (and unfortunately it is generally
not honest), must lead to utter disintegration. The
Musalmans of India are now in the third stage; or,
perhaps, partly in the second partly in the third. This
period in the life of our community appears to me to be
extremely critical; but I am glad that there [are] forces
of a different nature at work which have a tendency to
preserve the solidarity of the community – though their
influence, I fear, will be only temporary.
Muhammad Iqbal April 1910

BF
A little boy said to A little girl :
- I'm your BF...!
The little girl asked :
- What is BF...?
The boy laughed and answered :
- That means Best Friend.
They later dated, the young man said to the girl :
- I am your BF...!
The girl leaned lightly on the boy's shoulder, shyly asked :
- What is BF...?
The boy replied:
- It's Boy Friend...!
A few year's later they got married, had lovely children,
and the husband smiled again and told his wife :
- I am your BF...!
The wife gently asked her husband :
- What is BF...?
The husband looked at the lovely and happy children and
replied :
- It's Baby's father...!
As they get old, they sit together and watch the sunset on
the front porch, and the old man tells his wife :
- Honey...! I am your BF..!
The old woman smiled with wrinkles on her face :
- What is BF...?
The old man smiled happily and gave A mysterious answer
:
- Be Forever...!
When the dying old man also said :
- I am your BF.
The old woman replied with A sad voice :
- What is BF...??
The old man answered and then closed his eye's :
- It's Bye Forever...!
A few day's later, the old woman also passed away. Before
closing her eye's, the old woman whispered by the old
man's grave:
- Besides Forever...
How the meaning of same abbreviation changes with
passage of time during different phases of life...
*Blessed Forever*
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WHO DID IT?
Hamood-ur-Rahman
Commission
Report was kept secret for thirty
long years, lest we could learn from
this objective enquiry. Had we learnt
something, we must have altered our
Bakhtiar
ways. Have we? It is a big question,
primarily directed towards the leadership. Within the
scope of this article, we shall only examine how did it
happen and who did it.
The mala fide intentions played its part, even while
framing the terms of reference of the enquiry. How
could the civilian Chief Martial Administrator be
that naive? Let us turn to more horrifying, stark and
graver realities. It was the Hindu-Muslim divide. I
really wonder how could a man like M A Jinnah live
an illusion till 1916. Yes, there could be one reason. It
was the immediate task and emergent need to get rid of
British rule. As recent as 1920s Shuddhi and Sanghthan
movements exposed the most brutal and rather vulgar
face of extremist Hindu mentality. Muslims were told to
leave India, otherwise drink cow’s urine, adopt names
like Hari Muhammad sing Banda-ey-Matram, bow to
the statue of Gandhi and stop eating beef. Muslim was,
and still is, a half Arab half Persian foreigner. The right
Hindi word for such a creature was, and still is, maleech.
Ganga Dhar is a hero of Hindu freedom Movement. A
villain for Muslims. For reference, Hindus who deny
what has been said afore can read Raj Gopal Acharia
and Dr Ambedkar for recent past.
For the current thoughts writings of Arun Dhiti Rai and
Dilit voice are two important sources. Stronger the India
has grown, harder and deeper has this divide become.
My E-mail box, in response to my article ‘16th Dec:
do not forget it’, is full of mudslinging from the Hindu
readers. Dear Gunga Din, Shekar Nitini, Arun Kalkae
and George Vijai, two days ago, a cricket match was
to be played at Kotla Feroze Shah between the veteran
Pakistani and Indian players. Activists of Shiv Sena
have dug the pitch over night! They also used kerosene
oil to burn the surface to prevent repairing it in time!
Do you need any more evidence of Hindus dislike
for Pakistanis in particular, and Muslims in general?
How does the government say and response to it? I
do not know. Waiting for Vajpyaee under the cover of
SAARC meeting is pushing every thing aside. With
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the resurgence of Hinduvata parties like Vishwa Hindu
Perished (VIIP), Bajrangda, RSS and Sangh Pariwar
have surfaced with full force and fully reinforced by
the BJP government. Who can forget the Operation
Blue Star, the attack on Golden Temple? Neither one
can forget the assassination of Mrs. Indra Gandhi at the
hands of Sikhs as revenge, nor the rebuttal by Hindus
who killed 3000 innocents Sikhs in north-western
India, alone.
India was Muslim state, a subcontinent by itself. It
was called Sownay ki Chiriya. Brought to that level of
prosperity and affluence by the Mughals. It had to be
broken down to the size easily manageable in the times
to come by the western powers. Seeds of disputes like
Kashmir were sown, lest these states about to emerge
can grow in strength to stand face to face with the
western powers; especially erstwhile colonial powers.
Just look back, what did Europe do with Ottoman
Empire at the end of WW-I. The process was named
Balkanisation.
Then comes the 1971, time to truncate Pakistan. Our
partner of CENTO and SEATO never came to our help.
Seventh fleet kept creeping towards the Bay of Bengal,
never to reach. And look at us; we are proud partners in
self-destructions, the bombing, killing and occupation
of Muslims countries. Helping the enemy to destroy the
neighbors, lest they ever come or even think of coming
to our help.
Bangladesh came into being on the basis of Bengali
nationhood. The vey foundation of Islamic identity
had been dropped. Supreme was Bangla Bandhoo now.
History tells us Bengali populace never demanded the
break up of Pakistan. They never wanted to see India
humiliating the armed forces of Pakistan. Not one, there
are scores of real stories where not only Bengalis but
Indian Muslims were found hurt, crying and exhibiting
their sorrow and grief on the demise of Pakistan.
Thousands of POWs, especially soldiers, experienced
the love and hind side of the same coin, hatred, from the
Indian Muslims during their days of captivity in India,
Many, Indian Muslims, wished them, the POWs, death
before they could see them in Indian cages. Any one
who wishes to explore further the legitimacy of creation
of Bangladesh is advised to contact Mr. Mahmood Ali,
the veteran Bengali still fighting the case of one-nation
two countries.
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Who did it after all? Why did we let it happen? I could
summaries five different factors and players.
The process of state building, which started right in 1947,
some measures even taken before August 47; went on,
turning a blind eye to nation building. Nation building
was certainly more important. To mention a few; Hindu
members of National Assembly left Karachi and the
country within months after August. Urdu was chosen
as national language without consensus, PNSC, Eastern
Federal Union and State Banks were established even
before August 47 but constitution could not be finalized
till 1956. On the contrary, Constituent Assembly was
dissolved.
Sikander Mirza sought strength from Army for his
nefarious designs, rather than the people. He was first
to impose Martial Law. It was 1953. Then again, he
imposed partial Martial Law as earlier in 1958. This
time his rule lasted for two weeks only; 8 to 21 October.
Army had been shown the way in.
It was the Martial Law of General Ayub Khan, his
unjust and unequal handling of political matters,
which worsened and reinforced the enemy’s designs.
There were blunders after blunders. Sh. Mujib was a
confirmed culprit in Agartala Case. He was let loose.
The personal aggrandizement of the next General, Yahya
Khan dictated him to pursue his ‘sober’ rule. He sought
Sh. Mujib’s support to see through his prolongation in
President’s chair, while the former ascends to prime
minister ship.
Elections of 1970 were rigged. Dr. Safdar Mahmood
advocates the other way. Well having won Mujib turned
a cold shoulder to Yahya.
Z A B, first tried to be the deputy premier with Mujib,
the lesser alternative was to be foreign minister. Both
options were not accepted. He landed back from Dhaka
and stated, “Thank God Pakistan has been saved”?
What did he mean? The disappointed President and
deputy prime minister got together. The venue was the
games grounds of Larkana. Bhutto successfully lured
Yahya Khan.
The last one who played coupe de grace was Jagjit Singh
Arora, the Field Marshall. He was a proud solider of his
leader Mrs. Indra Gandhi. The great Indian heroin and
victorious Prime minister.

EAST PAKISTAN TO BANGLA
DESH- THE LESSER TOLD
CHRONICLES
The years 1968-71, were most
poignant in our history due to
treasonous politics, disunity and
tribulation, particularly in East
Pakistan (EP). In 1968, sedition
cases were filed for Agartala
Conspiracy, against Mujib and
Lt Gen Raza M
associates, who had met and
Khan (R)
sought assistance of Indian
officials at Agartala, to break Pakistan. In response,
the Awami League (AL) mobs burnt buildings where
case files were stored and where government lawyers
resided. Hundreds of state functionaries, including
security agencies were also attacked and injured. Under
pressure and insistence of most Pakistani politicians,
the government buckled and withdrew the cases in
1969; which emboldened Mujib, to triumphantly
declare and propagate his six demands; four of which
were unmistakably secessionist. (In February 2011, an
accused of the Agartala case, and a lawmaker, Shawkat
Ali, confessed in Bangladesh parliament that ‘the
case was not false … charges… were all true’). After
elections in 1970, the AL emerged as the largest party
in EP but with no seat from West Pakistan and the PPP
in second position, without a seat in EP. Due to this
dilemma, along- with refusal of Mujib and Bhutto to
share power, the National Assembly couldn’t meet for
government formation. Consequently, Mujib declared
independence of EP in March 71. This invoked his
arrest and military action in EP, which led to insurgency
and mutiny by Bengali forces and civil services. This
situation was fully exploited by India which provided
training and assistance to mutineers, infiltrated
thousands of Indian terrorists and enforced sea and
air blockade of EP, to exacerbate the chaos. However
Pakistani forces restored 80% normalcy by August,
but now, India signed a Treaty with the USSR that
bound them to assist each other in war. This abruptly
and decisively turned the tide of events in EP, in favor
of India. Hereafter, she received massive military aid,
unconditional political and economic backing and
categorical diplomatic Soviet support. Consequently,
India invaded EP on 21 Nov 1971, the Eid Day, with
400,000 soldiers, supported by 200,000 armed rebels.
At the time, India enjoyed 8:1 superiority in army,
over 14:1 in air force and 12:1 in the Navy, while
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reinforcement and communications from West Pakistan
were severed. (Later, referring to this precarious
environment, the Indian Commander in EP; Gen Jagjit
Singh observed: “Even Napoleon couldn’t have avoided
a defeat”.) However, the politicians couldn’t care less.
The preceding realities are fairly well-known and
documented. The lessor-known dynamics are: First;
While the Indo-Soviet Treaty was impelled by PakistanUS coalition and cooperation (SEATO, CENTO, U2
episode, facilitation of Nixon’s rapprochement with
China in August 71) , however, ironically, at this crucial
time, the US had imposed military sanctions against its
ally, Pakistan for self- defensive actions, which it termed
‘violations of human rights’ in EP. Second; When our
UN envoy Agha Shahi, was questioned why Pakistan
had failed to report Indian aggression in EP at UN, even
13 days after occurrence, he referred to remarks of vice
premier- designate, Bhutto: “Let us not be in a hurry
to go to the Security Council”. This delay significantly
facilitated the aggressor, while we wasted crucial time
for international intercession. When on 3 December,
Pakistan responded with limited militarily action in the
West, ironically, it was India that complained first about
it at the UN. Third; between 6-9 Dec, many draft
resolutions proposed by US at the UNSC, for cease
fire and withdrawal of forces to their own territories
were vetoed by the USSR, which was expected.
However, our fantasy ‘allies’ France (CENTO) and the
UK (CENTO and SEATO) also abstained from voting.
The matter was then referred on 9 December, to the
UN General Assembly, which adopted Resolution
2793(xxvi) with overwhelming majority. When
Pakistan accepted it while India did not, the issue went
back to the UNSC on 13 Dec to compel India to accept
it, but in vain, due to Soviet opposition (Britain and
France abstained again). Fourth; By 12 Dec, Pakistan
was poised to launch a major counter offensive inside
India, from the West, to force recoil on Indian forces
in EP. However, this couldn’t materialize, as the US
had ‘advised’ Pakistan against conflict ‘escalation’ and
we had pinned (false) hopes on UN actions. Fifth; On
14 Dec, Poland suggested another resolution at UNSC
that envisaged transfer of power in EP to AL, followed
by cease fire and withdrawal of forces. When the
government consulted Bhutto on this, (who was now
present at the UN as foreign minister), he was noncommittal. Later, after justly denouncing the UNSC,
the French, British, UK, France, and USSR, he walked
out of the UN meeting, saying: ‘I will not be party to –
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surrender of part of my country’. By 15 December, out
of 10 major cities in EP, only Jessore, a small township
had been overrun, but the Bengali governor of EP,
Mr. Malik had resigned with his cabinet, warning the
federal government, that ‘millions of non-Bengalis
await death’ unless power is transferred peacefully.
On 16 December, Indian FM announced acceptance of
ceasefire but he had lied, as that day, the Indian Army had
doubled the tempo of its operations to threaten Dacca,
through air-land operations from areas controlled by
rebels, while we had accepted UN mandated cease fire.
(11 PAF aircraft in EP were earlier neutralized by 176
Indian airplanes). Thereafter, cease fire violations and
political machinations by India continued, till the fall
of Dhaka, where cease fire was perfidiously converted
to surrender on directions from Indian PM. Later, the
Indian Eastern Army Chief, General Jacob noted that
he ‘was aghast to see the heading – of the document
which read ‘Instrument of Surrender'……” instead
of cease fire. Here the key question to ponder is: What
motivated politicos at the time, to shield Mujib from
prosecution and accept his secessionist manifesto,
leading to Pakistan’s disintegration? The primary
lesson learnt is obvious: If we forget our history, our
geography will change.
Introduction. The Author is the Former President of NDU.

I'm living now in about 15th house, in my past
tenure of 71 yrs.
Which one is or was mine! And even this
appears to be second last.
So less than 5 yrs per house.
All this was someone's else, yesterday, n will
be someone's else's tomorrow.
Your's would be what you can give here
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QUAID-E-AZAM: A MENTOR
PAR-EXCELLENCE

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
was without doubt an inspiration for
everyone. However, there was one
segment of society that he greatly
influenced i.e. the Muslim youth,
especially the students. He was well Ms. Hajra Saeed
aware that at that age they are selfless,
full of determination and courage as well as capable
of constant hard work. It was due to his foresight and
psychological understanding that he knew; that if their
energies were channelized in the right direction, they
could prove to be a strong aid in the Herculean task that
lay ahead.
Thus to awaken the spirit for recapturing the lost grandeur
and status of the Muslims he reminded them of their
glorious past. Furthermore, one of the ways to unite
youth is to put before them a superior aim in life, the one
which they would want to strive for and achieve. That
is exactly what Quaid-e-Azam did. And as a result they
put aside their individuality and came forward to work
together as one unit, for something that was larger than
life. Something that if achieved would be nothing short
of a miracle.
Years 1937-47					
Formation of All-India Muslim Student’s Federation
The All-India Students Federation was established
by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1936, under the auspices of
Congress. But the Hindu students displayed the same
attitude as of their leaders. Therefore, Muslim students
believed that they needed to have a separate platform, so
this lead to the formation of All-India Muslim Students
Federation in 1937, with Quaid-e-Azam as the President.
His charismatic personality impressed them very much,
for it is known that youth always follow a true and sincere
leader and they had found one in him. That is why they
went on to play an extremely important and unforgettable
role in the freedom struggle.
Quaid-e-Azam never wanted to use students for any
political purposes, the only reason he brought them
together was because he wanted them to be vigilant
and actively play the part they were capable of playing.
Though the students were well-educated and were eager
to take action, he asked them to stay away from practical
politics, as students’ main focus should be their studies,
but at the same time they should gain understanding

of political matters and keep an eagle eye on what was
happening around them. In contrast Hindu leaders urged
their students to actively participate in politics and to
organize demonstrations. On the occasion of Quit India
Movement in 1942, Hindu students tried their best to
involve Muslim students, but they followed Quaid’s
advice and stayed away from it
Whenever he toured the subcontinent he would always
meet the students with out fail. He also participated in
hundreds of student sessions, where he gave soul stirring
speeches with the objective of preparing them to shoulder
their responsibilities with sincerity and devotion, in order
to serve the nation and its people. He would apprise them
of the affairs of the state, and once told them “Never
be slaves to someone’s thinking, always contemplate
yourself”.
While at the first meeting of the Federation he said “...... I
have only said this much, have rung the warning bell, the
bell is still ringing, and the fire brigade hasn’t come yet. I
want you to provide that fire brigade, and by God’s Grace
we will be successful in extinguishing the fire”
He would give thought provoking messages in their
magazines which contained precious advice for them.
He personally replied to thousands of letters sent by
students. So he not only guided them at a collective level
but also at an individual level, because he had immense
hopes attached with the youth, which later developed into
profound trust because they proved that they were worthy
of that and never once let him down in any situation. He
also had great affection for them, one that has not been
displayed by any other Muslim leader, and he considered
them to be the army of Muslims in India. Students also
had deep veneration for him. Thousands would gather at
the train station just to catch a glimpse of him, such was
their ardour.
Therefore, it can be easily said that the discipline and
character formation of the students was all due to him.
That is how the All-India Muslim Students Federation
and all its branches such as (Sindh, Bengal, , Punjab,
UP, Orissa, Baluchistan, Bihar, Bombay, CP, Kashmir,
Banglore, Sarhad etc) were able to train other students all
over the subcontinent.
Student Conferences (1941-47) 			
There were many factors why Muslim League was
unsuccessful, the biggest one perhaps was that many of
its members were disloyal as they questioned the policies
and doubted Quaid-e-Azam’s leadership. It was at times
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like these that the students solidly stood by him. They
obeyed everything he told them as they truly believed that
they could achieve freedom only if they followed his lead.
Therefore they set to task by arranging meetings and
conferences that created awareness in Muslims regarding
the need for independence from the British and Hindus.
Quaid-e-Azam greatly appreciated all their efforts. On
1st March 1941, Punjab Muslim Students Federation
organized a Special Pakistan Conference in Lahore which
he presided over. The students made speeches in favour
of Pakistan Resolution and assured Quaid-e-Azam of
their belief in him as their leader, and it was decided that
Pakistan was to be established at all costs. They continued
to hold such a meeting every year till Pakistan came in to
being and this helped in instilling the spirit for demanding
a separate country. And a second very important meeting
was held on 26th December 1941 in Nagpur.
While addressing the Muslim Students Federation at
Sialkot in 1944 he said “I am not a young man like you,
but your youthful spirit and enthusiasm have made me
young. It is through your untiring efforts during the last
seven years, I feel today, that you have strengthened my
hands tremendously. We can claim now that we are not
a community, but a nation. There is not a single Muslim
who does not know what we stand for. Even a child knows
that a Muslim stands for Pakistan. But the question is how
to achieve it.” He went on to say “…Sialkot Session is not
less important than the Lahore Session. After seeing your
enthusiasm at Sialkot, I am greatly heartened, and have
no doubts about the success. The day is not far off when
you will have the reward of your sacrifices.”
The female students also did not lag behind in their
duty, and the Muslim Women Students Federation was
established in 1941. In a meeting of Muslim Girl Students
and Ladies in 1946, Quaid-e-Azam called them “pioneers
and soldiers of Islam”. In his address he said “From the
early days of my life when I was a student I believe and I
still believe that no nation can make any progress without
men and women marching together on terms of equality.
It is the duty of every one who loves his people and his
country and believes in progress to take women with us in
our struggle for Pakistan.” He added: “There are certain
things which can be done by men. There are others which
can be done by women. But both together can do anything
and everything.”
Elections 1945-46					
Muslim League was in a very weak position being
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cornered by the British, Congress and smaller Muslim
parties who had their own interests at heart. This was the
reason that the League had failed to represent the Muslims
of India effectively. Therefore it was imperative to win as
many seats as possible in the 1945-46 Elections. Hence
it was at this turning point that Quaid-e-Azam asked the
students to participate in politics.
They spread throughout the subcontinent and worked as
publicists for all candidates of Muslim League. Student
leaders such as Abdul Sattar Khan Niazi and Hameed
Nizami organized students and youth into small groups
and they visited small towns and villages, gathering the
people and listening to their problems, in order to find
solutions. They also tried to explain the League’s policies
and objectives to them. They went to every house to gather
money; they distributed literature regarding elections and
the Pakistan Movement. They opened election offices
and organized special training camps for candidates.
Furthermore thousands of students of Aligarh University,
Islamia College and other institutes worked diligently to
educate and motivate the voters throughout the country.
Females also played an important role by creating
awareness. As a result one-third of the election meetings
comprised of women. In short they did a memorable job
and helped the League achieve victory for the first time
in its history. It can be truly said that they changed the
outlook of the Muslim masses.
In the same year the students launched a development
program through which literature on Quaid-e-Azam’s
guiding principles was distributed among the public, so
that everyone could learn and benefit from them. While
students also established associations in UK and America,
and they worked very hard to create awareness regarding
the freedom struggle for Pakistan. A fine example was the
convention held at the Islamic Cultural Centre, London
on 3rd November 1946.
Civil Disobedience 1947				
Even after Muslim League achieved great success in all
provinces, they were still not offered to form a government.
Moreover restrictions were placed on them. So in January
1947 students started a ‘civil disobedience’ movement
which went on for a month. Newspaper publication
was being controlled, yet students still managed to send
information to other provinces and also kept Quaid-eAzam abreast about all the happenings. Though they had
to face numerous hardships but that did not dampen their
spirit. Their persistent efforts were commendable, for the
result of this movement greatly accelerated the pace of
Contd on Page:39
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Please come and join this Noble cause. In pursuit of Better Pakistan, we are striving to
promote Education in the Country since 2012.
Editor
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with a weak center completely free of British
presence. It is more likely that Mountbatten was
urging acceptance of a united India with a weak
center between two self-governing units Pakistan
and "Hindustan" in an arrangement which would
necessarily require the British to remain to hold
the balance between the two quasi-states on
matters of defence and sovereignty, especially
since hundreds of princely states at that time still
recognized the paramount of the British crown.

4

…Jinnah rejected any common arrangement with
the rest of India until a bigger sovereign Pakistan
became easier to attain because he believed that
once Congress took over reins of power at center
in any measure, Congress would succeed in
torpedoing Pakistan even if the British remained
in India in any capacity. The failure of the British
to impose the Cabinet Mission Plan on Congress
in 1946 was demonstrative of that.

5

6

Mountbatten's efforts to persuade Jinnah
These excerpts make clear, firstly, that in April
1947 Mountbatten spent a lot of time and
effort trying to persuade Jinnah that he would
get a bigger Pakistan if he accepted a weak
common center along with the rest of India,
otherwise a sovereign Pakistan could include
only Muslim majority regions. Secondly, Jinnah
was determined not to accept a common center
and insisted on being given the bigger Pakistan
anyway, which would have had 45%age nonMuslim population.
A plausible explanation for Mountbatten's
strenuous seemingly altruistic efforts with Jinnah
in April 1947 is that Mountbatten was not really
urging Jinnah to accept a united sovereign India
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attaining Pakistan. Quaid-e-Azam said “Muslim Students
have changed the course of history”
After Independence: 					
After the establishment of Pakistan, students focused
their attention on the refugees and their problems, and
worked with the same zeal as witnessed before. And even
though Quaid-e-Azam was surrounded by numerous
problems facing the country, he still remained in close
contact with them, guiding them on every step. That
however came to an unexpected end with his untimely
demise, yet what he had already done was far beyond of
what any leader has ever done for his youth!			

said “Oh no! Not again”. She went in to wash room to let the
situation end, little did the poor girl know that she was having
Panic Attacks. She felt loss of control over herself and dizziness,
causing her to sleep.
Ramesha; Naima’s friend, was already suspicious of Naima’s
changed attitude and talked to College Psychologist. The College
Psychologist; Miss Saman, called Naima to her office and said,
“My dear child! How is your life going on?” Naima got emotional
and hugged Miss Saman feeling the lack of Parental Warmth in
her sufferings.

Miss Saman consoled her and gradually Naima told everything
about her condition. Miss Saman after confirming her hypothesis
about Naima as she always observed her student and deduced
that Naima has an anxiety issue. Knowing about Naima’s
mother response, Miss Saman took Naima’s health under her
REFERENCES							
“Quaid-e-Azam aur Talba” by Dr Sarfraz Ahmed Mirza.
consideration after consultation with Naima’s father. Naima
started attending counselling sessions and was taught relaxing
techniques and anxiety therapy improving her performance in
routine affairs. Naima’s father was very compliant and reassured
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
that as soon as he arrives back from the business trip, everything
Naima was yelling in her sleep, could not eat
will get better.
food properly and started behaving distributed
Things for Naima started becoming better and she understood the
mostly. Her mother thought this her excuse to
significance of Mental Health. Her father convinced her mother.
escape from her studious routine and to avoid
Mother realising her neglect applogised to her daughter and
college tasks. She sat besides her mother ,
promised to develop a good relationship with her.
started crying and began explaining her on going
situation. She was uttering words only she only Ms. Mahnoor Yaser
Later on, everyone around Naima was thoroughly aware about
feel the pain of. Mother disbelieved her and replied, “You are
the importance of Mental Health and had learnt that there should
a good actress and deserve an Oscar”, handed over Naima her
be no difference between treating a patient of physical and mental
assignment copy and said “my Child! I love you but please try to
problems equally. Thing were changing in positive manner for
focus ton your studies”.
Naima and her family.
Naima could not understand her mother’s stance and took the
The writer is a student of 3rd year Dentistry at Riphah International.
assignment copy and ran to her room. She was an intelligent
She is an orator and winner of various competitions.
student and never was a careless one. She could not focus on
her assignment and her heart started racing. She immediately

My Dear worthy reader, here I commence with a 'How to Series'. First is 'How to Listen'. It will
be followed by 'How to Disagree', then 'How to Agree' and finally 'How to be Interesting'. May
these prove to be valuable lessons in Communication Skills. ‘How to Listen’ was published in
Issue 64, Jun 21, ‘How to Disagree’ was published in Issue 65, Aug 21 & ‘How to Agree’ was
published in Issue 66, Oct 21. Here please find ‘How to be Interesting’. I will make an endeavour
to promote and further this, dear like life the discipline and tool to live; communication.
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