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Unity may never be achieved in its
absolute form and meanings. Thus
it is like life; an ever-going struggle
and strife. See Ayah 2 of Sura 67
(Al-Mulk). [Who hath created life
and death that He may try you,
which of you is best in conduct;
and He is the Mighty, Forgiving,
translation by Pickthall.]
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MY DEAR READER,
How are you ! (éf‘rM

Here I am, a Muslim and then, a Pakistani
and at the third level of identity, a retired
soldier. I was in Khaki in the war 1971.
Lost it. Did not take an inch back in next
twenty-nine years; neither was I punished.
I am addressing you. I do it every two months thru these
pages. Under the title of ‘Newsletter’ and later as ‘Better
Pakistan’. I am doing it since Aug 2008. And thru www.
thinkersforumpaksitan.org. ‘Better Pakistan’, was and
still is the vision. Where have we reached since April
2007? How to lay open my shortcomings and failures. I
have nothing else but to show and let you study and learn
from my internecine battles, conspiracies to undermine
the govt in power, manipulation of rupee-dollar ratio for
my business gains, preparation of spurious documents,
forged figures in the national budget, buying of lucrative
official posts, getting admissions, jobs, win contracts and
favors thru push and pull, and under the table deals;
ranging from petty to mega frauds. Furthermore, Illegal
allotment and misuse of govt land, and public assets.
Adulteration in food stuff and following the practices to
cut down the cost of production; may be injurious to the
health. What else can I present to you in 2022 when my
dear motherland is in its 76th year? Here are some latest
innovations to stamp the crises of identity! Sharif-
Badmash, Choors, Bhagora, Lota, Imported, Nooni,
Neutrals, MrX..., Fasadi, Fitna Khan, Youthia, Patwaries,
Mafroor, Daku,...Khilari...,etc. As 1 was writing these
lines, IK came up on Duniya TV to vouch, Raja Sikandar
Sultan who is the Chief Election Commissioner of
Pakistan is a Nooni! Did you listen, my dear Pakistan?
Calling everyone to be corrupt and a beneficiary of the
NRO, who is not in one’s political party is the latest social
norm. May I add yet another curse? As stated above when
the govt is being run by the opponents; supporting the
pressure groups, spoilers and protestors e.g., siding with
TLP and MQM. Tit for Tat has become a rightful political
culture. ‘Establishment’ and ‘agencies’ are new terms;
used to point, without daring to point. It used to be { &
. As heard in 2018 Elections as well. Cry my dear
Pakistan cry.

I have been crying out low and high to voice our crises.
1971 Pakistan broke into two. How many of you
remember it; especially if you are in thirties and younger?
If you do; very fine..., what have you done to avert further
disintegration of West Pakistan? I ask the same question
to myself first, then you Imran Khan, then Shahbaz Sharif
you, then COAS, then chief justices of all high courts and
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Supreme Court then all chief ministers. Please, show your
contributions in measurable terms, and not by superlatives;
and least by blaming others. If not in terms of prevention
of further deterioration; then what all of you have done
for the oneness of Muslim ummah to promote national
homogeneity, unity, fraternity, patriotism and uplifting of
underprivileged sections of the society? Please help me
to live on by my superior identities. This ego-filled body
and prejudiced stricken self will be buried sooner than
later (aged 72). Let us do something positive. Yielding,
Generating, and Delivering for the benevolence of all,
ALL on His Earth or at least ALL within the boundaries
of Pakistan. The More common an identity superior it is.
No other identity can make me the brother and sister of all
of his family; whose father was Adam, pbuh. None else
can assure me of return or reward of my efforts other than
Him. This is the value of the identity called Muslim. Wish
equality and justice could prevail and rule.

IK please don’t call part of Pakistanis, Choors and dacoits.
Let courts of law convict and punish the criminals; and
also let courts convict those who levy false allegations.
Wish complainants do not become judges. I Wish
Congtitution was sacred. And it was used as the most
significant instrument to administer equality, human
rights, and to lay down boundaries of duties and
responsibilities..... All to serve the Motherland, the
dearest of all....ut s =& which was and is 3/ oo =7 .

My dear country fellow, see this Issue Dr. Sami is crying

out & 7 L yra U Us bz &7 . Dr. Igbal is dwelling at
the role and significance of character building. Gen Asad
Durrani teaching, how to, or how not to Select Army
Chief. Read me, what should have been the Concept of
Education? Why could it not be measured by my Tax
Return? Why not by the traffic rules, I adhere to? Why 1
am lost in me, my, mine, ours....by the pettiest low? I
never say and own, that this world is mine, and I hold
myself responsible for all the wars, killings and all the
blacks failing to breathe under the white knee? What did I
do to ameliorate the world from Covid 19 Pandemic? Am
I still educated? Happy to present to you the study by Dr.
Malik; on Flood Proofing of Pakistan. There is a lot more
to read and enjoy. Let us join hands and hold it tight to

serve and make a Better Pakistan.
‘{:zq,u_ﬂ_u.q_
e
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CAN THE SITUATION BE

SALVAGED

The Beloved Country was
still reeling under the shock
of Regime Change and its
consequent economic blowback,

Lt Gen Naeem Khalid
that Mother Nature showered Lodhi (R)

another catastrophe.The Devastating Floods.
Oh My Lord Have Mercy on us! No doubt we
are a society of hypocrites, corrupt, swindlers,

sinners, liars but we beseech You to forgive us.
Bless us with a leader who should be a social
reformer, a visionary, honest, competent and
effective administrator. We may not be good
collectively, but we do yearn for a messiah who
should pull us out of this abysmal situation.

Will our prayers be responded? Under normal
laws of Nature, the answer is a big big NO. But
if we succeed to invoke the Rehmet of Allah
The Almighty, He May Help. And how do
we make Him Happy? To revert back to the
original genesis of the creation of Pakistan. A
Country that would ensure Justice, Education,
Merit, Economic and Social System as per the
teachings of Holy Quran and Sunnah. Providing
equal political, social, health and economic
opportunities to all irrespective of the ethnicity,
color and creed including the non-Muslim
Pakistanis. Instead of forcing others to convert
or abide by own understanding of religion or
sect, be benevolent, preach with compassion
and love, attracting rather than repelling the lay
people towards the original teachings of Islam,
like love, accommodation, forgiveness and
piety. Yes the clear injunctions like prohibition

EROMATHEIDESKIOEAVICEICHAIRMAN
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of usury, instituting principles of ‘Qisas’ and
enforcing of Islamic inheritance laws etc will
have to be enforced on the Muslim population.
Also some ‘ljmah’ must be arrived at on the
committal of ‘Shirk’, which Allah never
Forgives.

If Allah Gives us another chance let us resolve
that in Democracy we shall consider both
competence and popularity, in Capitalism we
will ensure a safety net for the downtrodden and
the poor and keep a reasonable cap on holdings
and profits, and will adopt Islamic Social Way of
Life (that must emerge after /jmah). Employing
all the modern knowledge and scientific tools we
must ensure good governance and egalitarian
approach to deliver in municipal functions,
taxation and development etc.

The above, in my opinion is good enough a
manifesto, for any political party to salvage This
Nation from the vortex of political, economic,
social and judicial turmoils.

LONG LIVE PAKISTAN, BY
REVERTING TO THE ORIGINAL
PROMISE, THE BASIS ON WHICH THIS
COUNTRY WAS CREATED.

The Author is Ex-Commander Bahawalpur
Corps, Ex-Secrectary Defence, Ex-Chairman
TFP and the current VC of TFP. (Author has the
experience of Military Service, Government and
Corporate Sector)
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SELECTING AN ARMY CHIEF

Mugaam Faizkoie rah meinjacha hi ',
nahin, jo kooey yar se nickley toe
sooey daarchaley

(Between the gallows and my
beloved's lane, no other place was
good enough for me)

I don’t think Faiz, while composing these immortal
lines, was thinking of the choices our chief executives
have to make when selecting an army chief. It still
turned out that way every now and then.

One of our prime ministers was hanged by his cherry-
picked COAS; and some others were given another
lease of life when the incumbent head-honcho of the
uniformed clan ended their misery in Cromwellian
style. These fixes may have been the inevitable
consequence of our history, the special status of the
military, or the inadequacies of our civilian institutions
—but this is not the time to moan or groan over them.
By all means correct the civil-military imbalance and
pay the necessary price to put an end to this circus
of the absurd; right now, however, as our poor Prime
Minister is fighting floods, making many an end meet,
and keeping distance from his political foes and friends,
let’s help him find potentially the most powerful man in
Pakistan, who would not throw his considerable weight
around.

Ours is not the only country in which the military has
guns, but is certainly amongst those where the political
power continues to flow through their barrel. If that’s
what led some of our selectors go down the ladder to find
an army chief who would spare their throne, it always
backfired: not necessarily because of a bad choice;
but more so because the man so chosen nowcarried a
political baggage, and had been catapulted to an office
that allowed him to get rid of it. Selecting an army chief
in Pakistan is thus like tossing a boomerang. If not done
correctly, it could cause plenty of damage — especially
to the launcher.

The problem, however, is that most of other criteria
too were not easy to fulfil. Seniority and Suitability
come readily to mind. And indeed, not every three-
star general, admiral, or air marshal, regardless of his
mastery over the military affairs, when saddled with the
duties of a service chief may be as good as some others.
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At that level, other than interacting with one’s comes
with the job. Judging the potential of an aspiring four-
star in these domains is however a dicey affair — not
normally within the competence of a run of the mill
prime minister or the coterie of advisors he or she is
usually stuck with. To make the challenge even more
daunting — in fact to humble the high and mighty — at
times someone seemingly short on this scale could do a
spectacular job when in office. Zia was known to have
some personal quirks but no one ever expected that he,
when in power,could run circles around the world. Like
it or not: that was the need of the time.

Some countries have tried to evolve a reasonably
working system, but I am not sure if that would also
Serve our purpose.

In the US for example, at the height of the Cold War,
the then American President picked up Haig who was
almost fiftieth on the seniority list, to be the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe. If it was
for any special skills for the job, I do not know. But he
did go on to become the Secretary of State, signifying
that the man had certain talents in the American scheme
of things.

Germans are different. They believe that the potential
for the future generalship has to be recognised early in
an officer’s career. After a badge has been tested for the
staff course, about the first ten percent are taken on a fast
track to rise to the higher ranks. In oriental societies,
where age and service still count for something, this
system might lead to heart attacks, suicides, or divorces.

In the Indian Army, both merit and seniority have been
given their fair share. Over a hundred lieutenant generals
go through a filtration process to throw up around a
half dozen of them to head the regional commands and
appointed as the vice chief of army staff. Thereafter,
it’s strictly on seniority even if the next in line got the
top slot for a couple of months. Our higher judiciary
may have learnt from that formula, and the cost of once
having a chief justice for less than a month was still
more affordable than that of bad blood amongst the
senior bewigged judges.

In our case, we do not have a system of short-listing
the ‘potential chiefs’ from almost a score of lieutenant
generals. There is however another factor that has been
bugging the seniority roll of our army. General Zia
once came to the ingenious conclusion that since he
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was not leaving in a hurry, the rung below him — that
of the three stars — must become more mobile to keep
the promotion ladder moving. Our lieutenant generals,
except for an odd one who will go through the opening
created by an out-going army chief, must retire after
four years in the rank.

This has had an unsettling effect on the institutional
stability. Anyone promoted to that rank has to shuttle
within this limited time frame between a number of
three-star posts — and retires before the ones who were
not. Then there were instances when perfectly good
contenders missed being in the run merely by days.
It gave rise to speculations that the timing of such
promotions (to the third star) was manipulated to have
the “right seniority” when the next crucial choice was
due. Some believe for example that Zia, who could
even manipulate a referendum through an innovative
question, had pre-programmed the next vice-chief
assignments for years to come. Indeed, the nature has
its own ways of upsetting human calculations, but the
mere thought that the system could be ordered to one’s
desires was not very comforting.

Yet another factor that spoils the order is when a
service chief gets an extension in his tenure. Some of
the implications are well known: many waiting in line
missing the bus, and the unhelpful message that the next
aspirants were not up to the mark. Some institutional
maladies were not so familiar. Within the organization,
the beneficiary loses his aura; and it may lead one or
the other to suck-up to the political bosses to get the
coveted job or seek extension.

The upshot of this to-and-fro is that in the present
overall environment,the best option is to stick to tenure
and seniority — not only because the alternatives were
more complex, but also to avert the unhealthy public
discourse that precedes every such selection — more
importantly, to prevent an odd aspirant from lobbying
for this office. The only choice that may have to be
made is who amongst the top two would make a better
advisor to the government on defence matters. He is
then the right man to be the Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee, and to spare the COAS from this
onerous responsibility.

Lt Gen Muhammad Asad Durrani, Ex DG ISI was
the first Chairman of Thinkers Forum Pakistan.

INDIAN ANNEXATION OF THE
STATE OF HYDERABAD
Sept 1948
Cleverly dubbed as “Police Action”
by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indian Army launched a full - scale
attack on the State of Hyderabad on
13 September 1948. Indian armour
penetrated deep into the state.
Four days later, on 17 September,
the Commander of the State Forces
of Hyderabad, Major General Syed
Ahmed El Edroos, surrendered
to Major General Joyanto Nathe
Chaudhuri of the Indian Army, who
was given the responsibility for the
military operation. (J. N. Chaudhuri,
later served as Chief of Staff of the
Indian Army from 1962 to 1965).
Same day (17 Sept), Hyderabad State
was annexed by India.
Immediately after the surrender, all
hell broke loose. Muslim men, women
and children, were massacred by
Hindu fanatics especially the RSS
(Rashtriya  Swayamsevak Sangh)
gangs. In many cases, Indian Army
personnel not only facilitated the
bloody pogroms and rapes, they
committed war crimes themselves.
By various estimates, more than
200,000 Hyderabadi Muslims were
slaughtered to death.
Following is some rare footage of
the Indian invasion and the ensuing
surrender, taken from the web.

(Afrasiab Mehdi Hashmi)
(17 September 2022)
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PROVOCATION THAT DID NOT
WORK
A deliberate risky attempt by USA to
flirt with the Red Lines of People’s
Republic of China, by sending Speaker
of their House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi, to Taiwan, while on a
tour of certain Asian countries, ended
without any big incident, resulting in a JRIEHREELUETT
big sigh of relief for the world at large. =t
The immediate winner, apparently seems to be USA,
as they successfully called the Chinese bluff, who were
hurling warning after warning towards US asking them
not to play with fire. However larger American aim to
provoke China in some sort of military conflict could
not be achieved.

A lot of countries across the globe, including European,
Asian, Middle Eastern and African reiterated stance of
One China Policy, which clearly meant political victory
for China. So except for exhibition of its military might
and recklessness, United States could not achieve much.
However they did demonstrate the broad contours of
their future Politico-Military Strategy and direction of
their line of thinking.

It seems that the US political and military thinkers
and strategists now firmly believe in enticing and
provoking China into a military conflict, before it
overtakes America in the fields of economy, cutting
edge technologies and political clout. Chinese have
their own philosophy of continue moving on the
trajectory of economic and technological development,
and avoid big military entanglements, till it becomes
formidable politically, economically and militarily.
WILL AMERICA ALLOW CHINA TO ACHIEVE
PEACEFUL GREATNESS? The answer is, “Definitely
Not”. Otherwise also in the annals of history, whenever
an established Great Power was challenged or
threatened by an emerging power, there was always
a high probability of military clash. Thus the famous
‘Thucydides’ Trap’ situation.

After the demise of erstwhile Soviet Union and resultant
dissolution of Warsaw Pact, questions were raised about
keeping NATO intact and for what purpose. Those were
the times that the concepts like ‘Clash of Civilization’
by Huntington gained traction, and threats from Islamic
and Chinese Civilisations were conceived. Thus not
only NATO remained intact, but thoughts of expanding
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NATO membership got practical manifestation citing
the two threats mentioned above along with the fear
of revival of Russia. And since then the military and
political minds of the West have been working overtime.
And the world witnessed that the US and NATO Forces
have been actively employed all across the globe.

Under the guise of Arab Spring phenomenon nearly all
significant Muslim countries were targeted, changing
the regimes, creating civil strife, destroying economic,
social and political structures. Sudan, Libya, Nigeria,
Iraq, Yemen, Syria, Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey, Pakistan
were all in the crosshairs. Only few significant Muslim
countries those so far have escaped the wrath of
‘Civilisational Clash’ are the ones that willingly joined
the western plans to save their skins like some Middle
Eastern Kingdoms, or where the leadership was quick
in understanding the machinations against them, like
Indonesia and Malaysia. It is yet to be seen if this relief
for the remaining Muslim countries is short term or
enduring.

After diluting the political and economic foreign
bases (Africa, Asia etc) of China and Russia, and
weakening Islamic Region in the name of fighting
‘Terrorism’, NATO and Allies turned their attention
towards Revisionist China and Resurgent Russia
(as American thinkers call them). They decided to
deal with the ‘menace’ before it grows and becomes
difficult to tackle. First NATO and European Union
started creeping forward wooing Eastern European
Countries in the vicinity of Russia to get them into
the Western lap. Many of them obliged and Russians
started feeling the heat on their borders. Russians
reacted violently and reinstated their influence in many
areas but are now entrapped in Ukraine as a result of
deliberate and well planned provocation by the West.
But it seems that Russians had made good preparations
to fight a prolonged and less violent conflict, mostly
concentrating on fighting back, so far successfully, the
envisaged economic and trade sanctions. Thanks to the
unflinching support to Russia by the Chinese, who are
well aware of the Grand Plan, and know that they are
the next target.

It in this backdrop, that the entire episode of Nancy
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan should be viewed and analyzed.
After successfully dragging-in Russia into a military
lose to the Sino-Indian border in the north.

But India’s foreign and economic policies are too
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independent for the Americans to goad them into any
large scale military conflict with China. However there
are two incentives for India, on which if Americans
play their cards wisely, can drag India into the vortex of
conflict with China. One is a decisive politico-economic
drive against Pakistan to force a permanent solution of
Kashmir and secondly to invoke a spirit of revenge to
redress the embarrassment and humiliation that India
faced in the recent years at the hands of Chinese.
However neither Pakistan, being an atomic power, is a
walk over, nor is India that unwise to dance to the tunes
of USA. So China may escape the American trap this
time, but for how long? American belligerence pitted
against Chinese wisdom!

“YOU MAY NOT BE INTERESTED IN WAR,

BUT WAR IS INTERESTED IN YOU”
Leon Trotsky

The Author is Ex-Commander Bahawalpur Corps,
Ex-Secrectary Defence, Ex-Chairman TFP and the
current VC of TFP. (Author has the experience of
Military Service, Government and Corporate Sector)

O

UNPRECEDENTED
RAINS-2022

30 year average for Pakistan
in this period, mid-June to Aug
29, is 136.5mm; this year it got
390.7mm - 186.7% higher.
The hardest hit was Sindh,
whose 30 year average for this
period is 123 mm, this year it got
697.1mm - 466% higher.
Baluchistan, average 60.7mm,
this year 390.2mm - 409% higher

(Editor)
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EGYPT - Cairo:The City of
Lively Moments
(Partll)

Landing in Cairo opened new doors
to the world of my never ceasing
curiosity. My unending curiosity
takes food from my soul. A soul that
most of the times does not reside
with me, instead it keeps leaving the
frame of my body alone, roaming
across the lands, experiencing
phenomena beyond my humanly
capacities to enlighten my mind with events that can’t
be perceived with a simple perceptual dimension.

Sqn Ldr Naveed Sultan

Airport formalities to coming out of airport, taking road
to my apartment seemed like a journey not in reality but
like part of some book. My soul took a lead, went to
take a round leaving my human frame and brought the
insight about city encompassing each area.

Cairo has a symmetrical aura, an aura that creates desert
vibes by colour and structure of its artistic construction.
The city is very well developed with good roads, high
roof buildings, chain of hotels may it be Hilton, Marriott
or city star. City fragrance is a mixture of oriental touch
merged with modernism.

I thought I will meet Nile some other day, but on
way to my apartment that was in Agouza (Dokki is
situated on the western bank of the Nile, directly across
from Downtown Cairo. It is a vital residential and
commercial district with major roads connecting the
two parts of Greater Cairo) Nile was flowing beside me
looking ravishingly enigmatic, breathtakingly stunning,
charismatic and beautiful.

I was looking at flowing beauty, but my subconscious
was re-assimilating the knowledge I read about it in
my initial year school books. Nile and its people, its
civilisation have always been a great topic that have
captured my heart but I never thought of a day when I
was physically present beside its shores to experience
an ambiance of a potent, mighty, robust and ever
dynamic Nile.

Cairo is a love for all souls searching tourists looking
for a destination that not only is historical but also offers
good shopping. Each time I visited downtown, khan
khalili, Muhandasin it was always teeming with tourists
having varied nationalities and it was like heaven for
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those who love traditional and oriental things. One of
the best cafe for traditional taste is in midst of khan
khalili is Naguib Mahfouz which creates magic with its
unique combination of music and interior. Musicians
that sing in their melodious, rhythmic voice create a
charming and bewitching atmosphere that make them
spend hours and hours under the affectionate roof.

Cairo streets are full of life may it is day or night. If
someone is fond of walking western Cairo will be
the best, uninterrupted place having a great crowd.
Zamalek is a happening place with wonderful food
places,unique night life and serene bank of Nile. If
you love walking you will be able to see best dressed
ladies, most expensive cars to free spirited young girls
and boys dancing on sides of Nile, sitting idly.Young
couples sitting inches close to talk hours and hours
undistracted and undisturbed.

Tourists feel at home as Cairo police system is
undoubtedly the best as either its day or night one feel
comfortably looked after and taken care of.

My readers may not take these lines as just words
written to build the volume of script, rather these words
are coming from a strong yet coward heart that each
night took walk from home ( dokki)to zamalek and
back crossing 6th October bridge (£s—s 6 fdo o).
Each night, I thought Cairo needed a huge applaud for
creating such a safe haven that each traveler feels at
their best to enjoy as they please with full freedom.

Pyramids are on the western side of Egypt built at the
place that signifies setting of sun. It is a serene place
standing with its own grandeur to give an insight to
all those who travelled long distances to be part of
historical site that was considered once a wonder of the
world. Pyramids made my belief firm that human beings
can achieve anything once they pursue it with clear
dedication. If this hypothesis was incorrect pyramids
could not had been there to decorate the world with
their presence.

This city has preserved its heritage in the most
beautiful way. I am not sure time machine is a fairy
tale or real but stepping in hanging church, Ben Ezra
Synagogue, Cairo’s citadel, Coptic Museum, National
Museum of Egyptian Civilizations (NMEC) or Mosque
of Muhammad Ali, Al-Azhar Mosque,Step Pyramid is
Saqqara’s, Cairo’s citadel Mosque of Muhammad Alj,
yo Mosque of Amr Ibn al-As every place lovingly takes
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the visitors to those eras with its uniquely preserved
heritage and interior.

Cairo is open hearted and a lively place with great
views and full of life inhabitants who enjoy opera house
to street music alike. Opera house offers unforgettable
moments of symphony music played by most talented
young and experienced musicians and singers. Streets of
Cairo at back of khan khalili also can be visited if some
visitor is looking for fun and music in a combination
with free spirited dancers colouring the streets bright.

This city made me believe that life brings new dawn,
new dusk with new possibilities, new challenges but
most of all new hope for falling in love with nature with
arrival of each day.

A little line to remember for my treasured readers!

(I have to make you travel with me to other beauties of
Egypt, like Sharmulsheikh, Harghada, Fayyum! Hope
my readers wait for the upcoming bi-monthlyBetter
Morrow)

O

GIVING
By giving you will become a
happier, stronger and a richer
man. You can grow
one bit, by one notch every
day. That is the reason He has
given you another day.
This article started with one
worded title. I want to close it
by another one worded

concept. Callit the conclusion.
(Editor)
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THE CONCEPT OF
EDUCATION

Introduction

1.

The concept of, ‘Education’ has
intrigued me for a very long time
now. How to establish the properties
and image of education; as we have
learnt to classify and analyse and
develop the ‘Concept’. Should it be
measured in terms of rate literacy, or credentials
earned, or the steps one takes up the ladder from
private lecturer to that of professor. Or may be
some one measures it by the scales of salary, over
the years. Or maybe it is measured by the declining
rate of crime, or traffic violations or the rise in tax
collection. Can the Japanese teach us to measure
by the honest and fair conduct of the people at
large? Or may be the justice dispensed to the public
in a country. By looking at the present political
scenario, various questions arise such as, what is
the right education and where to get it from? The
chaos in environment making one confused where
the difference of right and wrong moral values
seems to be vanished. What is education?

Related to education, I was invited to attend
Convocation of Foundation University, School of
Health Sciences on Oct 7th, 2022. The Chief Guest
...... in addition to the other points; focused on
the meaning and purpose of education. He gave
and adage, “...education helps you know what
one does not know.” His narration of these lines
became my motivating point for writing this article.
As we grow thru decades, or at least, as I have
grown in age, [ am at loss to understand that are we,
the Pakistanis, are getting more educated with the
passing time? Of course, a few relevant parameters
present a positive picture; like:

a. Number of schools and colleges and universities
are on the increase. The number of schools “...
is estimated to increase by 6.6 percent, i.e.,
from 3.9 million to 4.1 million during 2018-

Al
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b. Literacy rate is on the increase. S8 percent in
2014. It was 62.3 percent in 2021 2.

c. Number of students being enrolled in the
educational institutions; in proportion to the rise
in population, is improving. Though absolute
number of children out of school is harrowingly,
stand 22.8 Million °.

Keep in view the above statistics and compare with
the one given below. “Over 56,000 street crime
incidents reported in Karachi in 2022” # in the
first eight months of the current year. Here are some
details:

a. Over 19,000 people have reported mobile
snatching incidents across Karachi.

b. At least, 104 cars have been snatched while
1,383 have been stolen from metropolis.

c. Over 35,000 motorcycles have been stolen in
2022, so far.

d. Why did we need ever stringent measures to
check corruption in balloting and counting
systems of voting during last general elections
and the current issue of EVM?

e. Why should we need to check ever-rising
cybercrimes?

f.  Why should divorce and Khula cases be on the
rise? Please see this report; “05-Jan-2021 —
The figures suggested an increase of up to 722pc
in the cases filed by the female litigants seeking
khula from their husbands over domestic ...” 3

The Way Forward

4,

I proceed to debate and deal with the subject or issue
or the predicament, called education. Education
was meant to enlighten us and by helping us grow
over yesterday. Education helps us search, explore

https://www.google.com/search?q=What-+is+the+rate+of+rise+in+tnumber+of+schools+in+Paksitan%3F &oq=What+is+the+rate+of+rise+in+tnumber+of+-
schools+intPaksitan%3F &aqs=chrome..69i157j69164.49332j1j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=government+of+pakistan+ministry+of+education+what+was+literacy+rate+in+20121

Ibid.

https://www.geo.tv/latest/438501-over-56000-street-crime-incidents-reported-in-karachi-in-2022-so-far
https://www.google.com/search?q=Wht+is+the+ratio+of+Divorce+to+Khula+cases%3F &oq=Wht+is+the+ratio+of+Divorce+to+Khula+cases%3F&aqs=chrome.

.69157j33i10116014.35028j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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and critically proceed to define our problems. So
that subsequently we could solve our problems, and
be ready to deal with the next day; the day to rise
and be able to deal with new issues. The end result
should have been benevolence for mankind. And
not the WW I, then after further growth in education
(science and technology) WW II, then Cold War
and then New World Order, resulting in more
precise and remote methods of Killing; first in Iraq
then Afghanistan....and now Ukraine. Frontiers of
science and technology have resulted in keeping
the world confused and guessing whether Covid
19 Pandemic was natural or man-manmade!
When and how will we as individual or at higher
levels of identity see the final outcome of Education
as ‘the Benevolence’, for mankind across the globe.
Here I link and co-relate what all I have been writing
since 2008.

‘Thinking: Can you Change the Way?’ Education
should “...help you look over the hence forth
dividing fences and search for solutions on either
side of the divide...” Could education help us stay
as Muslims of sub-continent? Our elders who
made Pakistan were around 7% of literacy rate.’
Today we call West Pakistan as Pakistan, nay
of late we have been reduced to dust (Patwari,
Khilari, Jiala, Diesel, Matwala... etc) .’

‘Education is Vehicle of Change’. If you have
been educated or think to be educated, or have been
part of the process or still lucky to be learning, then
it MUST have changed you ®. How?

a. You must have unlearnt a few things over the
years, all which were superseded, rendered
redundant or proven wrong.

b. Must have learnt new concepts, new skills and
combing these to the exhibited behavior. And it
must have to some extent accrued benefits of
all near and dear ones if not the country or
world-wide.

c. Or, you MUST be in the process of re-learning.

7.

BETTER

MORROW

Trying to be more benevolent than yesterday.

‘Learning, Unlearning and Unlearning’. This is
the process the lucky ones choose on the beginning
of every day. In fact they sleep with a couple of
questions or at least one at the fall of every night.
Or at least they want to test and reconfirm whether
the answer they had thought; was it right or wrong
or how much right? I think explaining Unlearning
would help explain, both, Learning and Re-
learning. “Unlearning is not about forgetting. It
is about the ability to choose an alternative mental
model or paradigm. When we learn, we add new
knowledge and skills, to what we already know.
When we unlearn, we step outside the mental model
in order to choose a different one” °

‘The Way you Measure’. It is a good six pages
study, conducted some twelve years ago. Then the
focus was how one measures the life, and how
different people measure the same task/objective or
responsibility differently. Here the area of concern
and interest is how education should help one, who
is educated, his/her day, week, month and years.
How the lack of education would affect adversely
and how one may never know, that he/she is sliding
down the drain in abject reactive life, since he/
she was never decorated with education, or the
right education or his/her credential only taught
him/her to be in competition with the opponent or
the close one and near one. And his/her greatest
achievement was to stand first in the race no
matter whether it was on the track where finish
line was door to hell! How do a Muslim-Pakistani
would see the current race among the political
parties of Pakistan? May my fears never come
true; may Allah. Education is the enlightenment
to have a better day today. And not the repetition
of yesterday, and least worse than yesterday; yet
giving you the happiness that you have beaten the
one who was bad '°.

‘Choose Your Attitude’. Everyone has the choice
to pick, select and choose his or her Attitude in life.

https://www.google.com/search?q=literacy+rate+of+Muslim+India+tunder+British+rule%3F &sxsrf=ALiCzsYPn58Uh2dKhGYHKZZ8iTM MXA-
vbA%3A1665294309545&¢ei=5VICY 5bulJ397_UPiK-yyA8&ved=0ahUKEwjW9IDeuNL6AhWd_rsIHYiXDPkQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=litera-
cy+rate+of+Muslim+India+under+British+rule%3F&gs lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd216EAMyBQghEKABMgUIIRCgAToKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoFCAAQogRKBAB-
GABKBAhGGABQsQ5YwbsBYP3dAWgBcAF4AIABOQKIAaAXkgEFMi04LjOYAQCgAQHIAQfAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz

Hakeem, B. (2020). “Thinking: Think Can You Change the Way”, Life. Islamabad, pp. 19-20.

Ibid, p.66.

Hakeem, B. (2020). “Unlearning and Thereabout”. Pp.69-74. Life. Islamabad.

Ibid, “The Way You Measure”, pp. 21-26.
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Though one may stop and may disagree since they
had come across hundreds and thousands saying and
practicing that ‘Only Providence Decides’. Many
of us tend to forget that God Almighty, the Creator,
and the Owner of dooms day has given this choice
to His best creature not to accept Him even. Hasn’t
He! Don’t one finds atheist in His world! Then see
a rat’s colony in the country side. They choose an
attitude of conformity to alike''. Majority; with
varying percentage in different cultures, live and
behave like rats. Feeling safe, and elated or an elite
to be part of a class, group or say a living residential
society. By doing so they may get a logo, or an
icon to wear, or to display on their car. Or sell and
purchase their shares. Some pick up an attitude of
rejection of all near and those around. They love
to put up a front to be a rebel. Or to be known to
be one, Baghi. The narcissist self will be satisfied.
They like to have a face or name to frown at. E.g.,
All sharifs are chour. Javed Hashmi used to love
saying in his public addresses, Han mein Baghi
hun. Some pick up the attitude out of the universal
value of benevolence.

gEiiagE ey A

Some people perform wonderfully well, that
depicts the level of education they had.

‘Education and Wisdom’. (p273). The optimist
and the pessimist die the same way, but they live
far differently. Pessimists at best can avoid some
accidents and lead their lives relatively free of
mistakes and retreats. Those who prefer to live in
Comfort Zone and never dare crossing the Fear
Zone to venture thru Learning Zone and traveling
thru Growth fly into Yield Zone; never affect a
change '>. Can we recall ten years old war between
Vietnam and America? Vietnamese even never had
an air force; world knows who won. Afghanistan
vs. USSR ...1979 to 89. It resulted in the breakup of
the Super Power. So was USA defeated and routed
out of Afghanistan. Education does not change
the character of individuals only. It presents thru
the attitude of nation as well. The diagram below
should help enlighten the role of education; taking
the earthly body to beyond heavens. One can name

11.  Ibid, “Choose Your Attitude”. P.16.
12.  Ibid, “Life: A Review”. pp. 86-91.
13.  Ibid, “A Question”. p.175.
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it the never-ending journey of education. There
are some spending their lives; generation after
generation in the comfort of Comfort Zone.

Conclusion

11.
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We can set the course of life on an ever-improving
path. Why not, provided we know Him, as He
wants us to learn about Him. Thus, the life can be
tuned on in an ever growing- cycle. Let the value
of a question 1 take roots. Let a new query; a new
search and an urge to explore lead to the rise of
the new day? Yes, it can become part of my nature
provided I can dare be wrong a little, be deficient in
a some areas of knowledge, skills and attitudes;
half right in some and be brave to reckon so; to set
the foundation of the new day, week and the month.
It will lead me to set specific and measurable
goals. Thus, the Goals making every individual
a yielding, generating and benevolent unit. It is
all education and learning which motivates to keep
moving towards the ever-green goals. Thus, the
single most significant purpose of Education is
Benevolence thru an ever process of growth. See
this; Igbal said:

Subdrerid lie ey
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It would be made possible by the education alone;
which means to learn, which was not known, to
explore, to know, to practice, to stay on the course
of growth ever; and thus yield for His universe, in
His universe, for the His family, i.e. His mankind,
and all of His creatures. How, His teachings can be
missed out? Here are some relevant excerpts from
the translation (1930) of a few injunctions from His
last book by Muhammad M. Pikthall.
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Quran

12.

6:50. Say (O Muhammad, to the disbelievers): |
say not unto you (that) I possess the treasures of
Allah, nor that I have knowledge of the Unseen;
and I say not unto you: Lo! I am an angel. 1
follow only that which is inspired in me. Say:
Are the blind man and the seer equal? Will ye
not then take thought?

3:190. Lo! In the creation of the heavens and
the earth and (in) the difference of night and
day are tokens (of His sovereignty) for men of
understanding,

3:191. Such as remember Allah, standing,
sitting, and reclining, and consider the creation
of the heavens and the earth, (and say): Our
Lord! Thou createdst not this in vain. Glory be
to Thee! Preserve us from the doom of Fire

Then,

45:3. Lo! in the heavens and the earth are
portents for believers.

45:4. And in your creation, and all the beasts
that He scattered in the earth, are portents for a
folk whose faith is sure.

45:5. And the difference of night and day and
the provision that Allah sendeth down from
the sky and thereby quickeneth the earth after
her death, and the ordering of the winds, are
portents for a people who have sense.

And finally,

98:7. (And) lo! those who believe and do good
works are the best of created beings.

In a nut-shell, the life should go on, thru and un-
ending cycle. Call it The Domain of Education'®.
Education is, which helps every single person
across the globe; getting benefitted. It depends on
the individual, how he/she takes the path. Allah has
the reward and punishment for him or her. Being a
Muslim, I have a strong belief and vision of keep

14.
15.

The Noble Quran, Translated by Pikthall, M. M.
Hakeem, B. (2020). “Life Cycle”. Life. p.239. Islamabad, p.239.
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Partl. Keep searching for the truth, the values,
laws and the principles.
Part II. Keep measuring the distance or the

deviation of your beliefs and conduct
from the ever-improving reference line,
drawn as a result of search, above.

Part III. Keep improving the exhibited behavior
in the light of discrepancies,deviation
and shortcomings measured as the result
of the above exercise.

Even when
hundred percent
sure;

grant yourself the
possibility of being
Wrong!
It may help you
Grow

opinion ¥ fact
Bakhtiar
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To store DISASTEROUS flood water
underground, to improve water quality
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Major water challenges of Pakistan

According to the United Nations’ “UN World Water
Development Report”, the total actual renewable water
resources increased from 2,961 m? per capita in 2000.
A more recent study indicates an available supply of
water of little more than 1,000 m? per person, which
puts Pakistan in the category of a high stress country.
Using data from the Pakistani federal government’s
Planning and Development Division, the overall water
availability has decreased from 1,299 m? per capita in
1996-97 to 1,101 m? per capita in 2004-05. In view
of growing population, urbanization and increased
industrialization, the situation is likely to get worse.

Agriculture is the backbone of the economy of a country
where over 93% of the available water resources are
used. Approximately 95 percent of Pakistan’s water is
used for agriculture, with 60 percent of its population
directly involved in agriculture and livestock, and 80
percent of exports are based on these sectors. Despite
having the world’s largest glaciers, Pakistan is among
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the world’s 36 most water-stressed countries. One
serious problem is over-extraction and depletion of
groundwater resources and its pollution. Out of the
169,384 billion m* of water which were withdrawn in
2000, 96% were used for agricultural purposes, leaving
2% for domestic and another 2% for industrial use.
By far most water is used for irrigated agriculture,
emphasizing the particular significance of agriculture
in the country. The sector contributes about 25% of the
Pakistan’s GNP (2000-2001).Water is also essential
for power generation in Pakistan, since about 29% is
generated through hydropower.

Excessive mining of groundwater goes on in Pakistan.
Despite a lowering water table, the annual growth rate
of electric tube wells has been indicated to 6.7% and for
diesel tube wells to about 7.4%. In addition, increasing
pollution and saltwater intrusion threaten the country’s
water resources. About 36% of the groundwater is
classified as highly saline.

A. Water Quantity aspects

According to Ahmad, (2000), Pakistan has the largest
canal irrigation system in the world having about 145
million acre feet (maf) of water/annum, out of which,
fresh water losses/annum to sea in the form of floods
is about 30 MAF i.e., 15 to 20 % production of total
water production in the Indus basin. If we consider
Case Study of the Floods of 2010, total people
affected were about 20 million, with about 2000
fatalities, and total damage of the amount of about
9.5 Billion US Dollars in the year 2010 in Pakistan.

In 1980, Pakistan had a relatively abundant supply
of water. But, in 2000, Pakistan had become water-
stressed. And by 2035, Pakistan is predicted to have
become water scarce. According to the IWASRI study,
country’s existing storage capacity is only about 14
million acre-feet, meaning it can only store enough
water only to last not more than 30 days, but, the
international standard is about 120 days per annum.

Due to increase of population, agriculture sector
will be the loser in future for water that is why there
will also be less groundwater recharge (GWR) due
to less availability of water for Agr Sector.

The groundwater annual abstraction in Pakistan has
increased from about 4 MAF in 1959 to about 50
MAF in 1996-1999.The groundwater recharge in
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Pakistan is estimated to be about 68 BCM (55 MAF).
Groundwater now accounts for more than half of all
irrigation requirements, but there is clear evidence that
groundwater is being over-exploited through about
more than 1 million Tubewells, and yet tens of more
thousands of additional new wells are being planned
to be installed every year (World Bank Report, 2005).

Status of Groundwater Depletion/Over-mining &
related energy consumption involved:

A. Over-mining of groundwater:

Water table is going down/over-mined in more than
26 canal commands out of total about 45 canal
command areas (of the Indus System).

B. Increase of Cost for GW exploitation:

(1). The cost of installing tube well in areas where water-
table depth is more than 24 meters is 7 times higher as
compared to those areas where water-table depth is
around 6 meters.

(2). Same is true with the increase of energy
consumption for GW exploitation.

SILTATION/SEDIMENTATION OF OUR DAMS

Due to siltation of our dams, more than 30 % capacity
of our existing dams is occupied with silt. There will
be increased frequency of weather extremes, due to
Climate Change and there will be higher crop water
demand due to increase of temperatures. One of the
riverflow models suggests that the runoff of the Indus
River will decrease by the year 2050 by about 27%.

National & International Water Conflicts:

National Level for Kalabagh Dam, there is need of
consensus among all the provinces.

International Level (Indus Water Treaty) with India
(1960), Pakistan’s floodwater wastage is about 30
MAF/annum. And New Delhi raised this issue too with
the international bodies, arguing that it should be rather
allowed to use the Indus western rivers waters because
Pakistan can’t use them properly.

According, Blood and water can’t flow together: PM
Modi at Indus Waters ...

(27-Sept-2016),India has decided on maximum use of
even three western rivers —

Indus, Jhelum and Chenab that are governed by
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Pakistan under the Indus water treaty.

According to one of the statement by Dr. Amir Haider
Malik at the platform of SDPI, Seminar in Islamabad,
on “Water conflict in South Asia and international
treaties on environment - analysis and way forward,”
on 09 Feb, 2010 in Islamabad, Pakistan should be asked
to get prepared for Indian action of:

1. Stopping water during dry periods/droughts in
summer.

2. Release of huge amount of water in the monsoon
season creating flood-like solution, or damaging
infrastructure like Dams & Barrages in the down
streams.

3. Disposal of waste into watercourses going into
Pakistan.

B. Water Quality aspects

Since all major cities in Pakistan depend on groundwater
as their source of raw water, but this poses a serious and
rapidly growing problem for the cities. In many cities
(Lahore, RWP & ISBD), local aquifers are being:

a. Over-pumped and are
b. Mostly contaminated.

If we consider the case of Lahore, for example, which
has about 300 tube-wells installed, over the past few
years, water quality has become a serious issue
as there is no proper sewage treatment facility
available, waste water from households & Industry
is being drained untreated into the River Ravi.

Arsenic (& Fluoride) Water Contamination in
Punjab

There is increase of arsenic, relative to the WHO
guideline, in parts per billion (ppb) in the Indus Basin.

Increase of Salinity in the Indus Basin:

The advent of large-scale irrigation had dramatic
implications for the increase of salinity, about 15 million
tonnes of salt (or about 1 tonne of salt per hectare per
year of irrigated land) is being stored/retained in the
Indus Basin. There are substantial areas, especially in
the lower part of the Indus delta, where groundwater
is naturally saline. Again, one of the reason is: Sea
water Instrusion and Drainage of about 25-30 MAF/
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annum of fresh water into the sea.

What to do?

With the Blessing of Almighty Allah, one of the Feasible
Sustainable Solution can be

“Flood water conservation underground in the Indus
Basin (Pakistan) to improve water quality & quantity”.

Of course, we need floods/monsoonal/glacial melt
water supply, because our whole irrigation system
depends upon Monsoonal/glacial melt Water System
to irrigate, especially Sailaba in the Indus Basin. But
we need ONLY safer floods, Without Producing any
disaster for the downstream irrigation system and
Without Drainage of our precious surplus water into
sea.

Methodology to be adopted:

To define SAFER FLOOD peaks at different barrages,
if needed to go for new GWR Barrages. Selection of
Flood Water Diversion Canal sites with the help of
GIS/RS, topography/morphology/soil strata, geology
for diversion of FLOOD water through gravity flow for
maximum Groundwater Water Recharge (GWR).

On the basis of present & past surface water data,
modeling should be done to divert FLOOD water
optimally, from:

Disastrous Flood Water Rivers (Indus, Chenab) to

Flood Water accommodating Rivers (Jhelum, Ravi,
Sutluj, Beas).

Locations on map where SURPLUS DISASTEROUS
FLOOD WATER can be utilized in Flood Diversion

How to Do?

To divert surphus Rood
waler mainky thiough 3
Garavity Flow GUWR

Otversion Canals. :3;\*‘;"‘*
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Canals and new irrigation areas and also for
Groundwater Recharge (GWR)

Potential areas, which can be brought under irrigation
(for reference, please see attached Figure) are:

LAND USE IN PAKISTAN
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a. Areas, that can be brought under irrigation
b. Areas, that can be brought under irrigation in Sindh

c. And Desert areas, that can be brought under
irrigation

With the help of extra Disastrous Flood Water, currently

being

d. Drained annually unchecked into the sea, causing
droughts in the coming (dry) periods

e. Producing Disastrous Floods, causing loss of life
and property (Barrages, Houses, Industry and other
Infra Structure, Crops, etc.,) in the down streams of
the Indus Basin.

Justification of the flood water diversion project for
groundwater recharge.

To utilize already existing Pak experience, I am NOT
Inventing the WHEEL once again! We can utilize
already existing Pakistani experience too. According to
PCRW Report, as a result of the Indus Water Treaty
(IWT), Pakistan completed successfully a gigantic
project of Indus Basin Replacement Works (IBRW).
It was the biggest irrigation project (cost of Pak Rs. 124
billion) in the world at that time, which was completed
within only Ten years, and by which 17 about 13.75
MAF/annum of water was diverted/transferred from
western to eastern rivers.
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What is needed to be constructed
Groundwater Recharging Diversion Canals,

Canal sites should be selected based on flood risks,
climate change projections, water storage, ground
recharge potential, and the needs of local communities,
etc., to transfer water from Disastrous Flood Producing
Western Rivers (Indus, Chenab) to Surplus Flood
Water Accommodating Rivers (Jhelum, Ravi, Sutlyj
and Beas), to initiate Groundwater Recharge through a)
diversion canals b) new irrigating areas.

1. these Diversion canals and
2. through new Irrigating areas.

Other Groundwater Recharging (GWR) Project
favorable factors are:

a. Topography of Pakistan

b. Land Use Plan of Pakistan (more area with fertile
soil available to be irrigated can be doubled almost).

c. Availability of already existing flow/discharge
gauges at different rivers structures

d. Sedimentary Indus Basin/Hydrogeology/Sand
Dams (According to Abbas, Hassan 2012, SAND
DAMS, which are being constructed elsewhere with
huge technical & cost involvement are available by
Nature in the Indus Basin, especially in the Rachna,
Thal and Bari Doabs, all offering excellent aquifers
which could be exploited: offering a potential
storage capacity of hundreds of times more than
that of Tarbela,Mangla and Kalabagh combined).

e. Water Table Development History of Punjab (in
the British era after Moghul Period): raising of
groundwater table from 10 to 30 m through GWR
in the Indus Basin, to save Water underground, even
to secure water from evaporation losses, especially
in the Southern arid & semi arid parts of Pakistan.

f. We can also learn from other side of our eastern
borders in India: Rajasthan/Indira Ghandi canal
was built to accommodate about 7.6 MAF/annum
water coming from the rivers Sutluj & Beas (Maitra,
M., 1987), brought prosperity and development in
India, Rajasthan there as compared to our about
25-30 MAF/annum, we drain/annum into sea. Case
Study from India (One of the Flood Water Diversion
Canal): On average, the water table has risen from
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12 m to 6.5 m in Uttar Pradesh due to Diversion
of Monsoonal Flood Water through the Madhya
Canal (Sakthivadivel & Chawla IWMI).After the
construction of flood water diversion canal unlined
system in India also refills the aquifers, enabling
farmers to use recharged groundwater to irrigate a
second crop. The cost of pumping ground- water
at the actual 1999 water table depth, 6.5m, is Rs.
2,650 per ha.m—a saving of Rs. 2,000/ha.m for
farmers. Average net income increased about 26
% percent. Paddy area has increased from 2 to 15
percent in the area and sugar- cane production from
13 to 15 percent. According to Tushaar Shah in his
article “Climatic Change and Groundwater: India’s
Opportunities for Mitigation and Adaptation” India
needs to make a transition from surface storages
(due to siltation, displacement of people, non-
availability of consensus among the provinces, etc)
to “managed aquifer storage” as the main focus
of its water strategy. In doing this, Pakistan needs
also to learn intelligently from the experience of
countries like, Australia and the USA.

With groundwater recharge, there will be sure
Improvement of geo-genic & anthropogenic
contamination of the aquifer, for agr & for drinking
purposes, even for the whole Karachi, other Cities
etc.

If Implemented, Outcome of the project:

More than two Mangla & two Tarbela Dams water
capacity (about 25-30 MAF) can be added annually to
the total SW & GW system of the Indus Basin.

Wastage of water means also wastage of Energy (take
the example of Renala Khurd Hydropower Plant
in Okara District, at Lower Bari Doab Canal, still
producing aboutl.1 (MW) since 1925, it was Pakistan’s
first hydropower project.)

About Doubling of Irrigated areas and improvement of
micro climate of the areas with expected increase of
more rainfall to produce

1. more food,
2. creation of more jobs, business activities etc

Flood disaster reduction (Infrastructure, crops, human
& animals, etc.)

More drinking water, more employment, less
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community migration from rural to urban areas,
reduction of poverty & more production of food & fish,
to go for more food export.

More facilities to transport goods, etc., through new
canal water ways navigation.

One can also develop NEW cities & towns along the
diversion canals, new irrigated areas, If more water is
available to reduce burden on existing over-burdened
urban areas.

It is an optimal option to store more flood water in
aquifers especially for the coming droughts.

To stabilize or raising of water tables, reduction of well
construction costs & well running energy costs.

Reduction of water losses through evaporation.
To hinder storm runoff and soil erosion.
Reduction of sea water intrusion along the coastal areas

Improvement of environmental/base flow in streams/
rivers, even in the dry period. More surface water even
in the dry periods.
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ECONOMY ADRIFT

It is quite distressful to see the
nascent economic recovery giving
way to the same uncertainty and drift
that was found during the month
of July. Although the stock market

Gl
continues to rise, forex market until

a few days ago looked set to face the
same turmoil it witnessed last month.

It was happening despite near certainty regarding the
release of delayed tranche from the IMF.

From about Rs.240/$ on 1st August, the weighted
average customers exchange rates came down to about
Rs.214/$ by 16th August, and then the trend reversed
suddenly and on 29th August it climbed to Rs.222/$.
The more worrying trend has been observed in the open
market. The corresponding rates in the open market
were $211 and 232/$ with a constant difference of
Rs.3 in the buying selling rates. What is the economic
cause behind such disruption and such a large disparity
between inter-bank and open market?

Before we reflect on this, let us note the remarkable
development in the market after the news of release of
IMF tranche was received. There was a drastic change
in the market sentiments. The rupee was strengthened
by Rs.8 in the open market from Rs.232 to Rs.224
while in the inter-bank market it improved by Rs.2
from Rs.222 to Rs.220.

To understand the causes behind this disruptive change,
let us see whether any new economic information
contributed to this negative sentiment? Two important
results have emerged during this period. First, the
balance of payments (BOP) data for July 2022 was
released on 24th August and it led to partial dilution
of good feelings contained in the trade data released
earlier by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). The
BOP data showed the current account deficit (CAD) at
$1.2 billion which is significantly higher than what one
expected based on PBS results and also was higher than
the $851 million in July 2021, a 42% increase even
though the July 2021 CAD had set the pattern for a very
high overall CAD for FY22. Two factors are behind
this development. First, BOP imports are higher by
$300 m compared to PBS whereas the remittances were
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also down by a similar amount. Regarding higher BOP
imports, it seems payments for some of the imports of
June were cleared in July, which also caused the July
disorder in the market. Exports were slightly better than
in July 2021.

The CAD for July is quite elevated. At this rate, the
end year CAD would be $14.4 billion, or nearly 4% of
last year’s GDP. This would continue to pose external
account challenge for our economy which cannot be
risked after we have hardly overcome the difficulties
of last year. The imports require further pruning while
remittances have to be kept minimum at the last year’s
level.

Second, the weekly price indices released in the last
three weeks should be a cause of great concern. During
the weeks ending on 11-8-2022, 18-8-2022 and 25-8-
2022, prices on week-on-week basis increased -0.08%,
3.35% and 1.83%, respectively, which are quite
high. Also, the prices on week-over-the-week-last-
year basis, increased 38%, 42% and 45%, which are
unprecedented. These inflationary prices are not going
to abate any time soon.

Regarding the differential between inter-bank and
open market, there are all sorts of rumors running
in the market. It is said that the demand for dollars
from Afghanistan has been exceptional. The shortage
of dollar currency notes is also reported. It is quite
intriguing that on 17th August 2022, the SBP took an
unprecedented step to allow for export of dollars on
consignment basis on the plea of exchange companies
on the condition that these would be repatriated within
three days into their approved accounts and made
available to the inter-bank market. It is incumbent
on the SBP to examine this issue and ensure that its
facilitative action has not been abused and reported
shortages of dollar notes are effectively dealt with. In
sum, we don’t see these pieces of information, though
a bit concerning, can form the basis or explaining the
recent turmoil in the forex market.

However, it was quite surprising that during this
period there was no voice guiding public sentiments
or explaining the causes behind such untoward activity
in the market. The Acting Governor has spared no
opportunity to underline the fundamental fact that
Pakistan has lined up $36 billion financing against its
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needs of $32 billion, implying a reserves build-up of
at least $4 billion at the close of the year. So, where is
the need for continuing adjustment in exchange rate is
arising from? We believe there is no basis for exchange
rate volatility and strong oversight on market practices
should be exercised and speculative tendencies should
be curbed to help stabilize the market.

Although the revival of IMF program would boost
market confidence and strengthen the position of
economic managers, a more ominous threat to economic
stability is brewing in the wake of floods which have
inundated one-third of the country. The reported losses,
though still very tentative, are colossal, incurred both in
terms of lives (1100), crops (50% cotton crop damaged
and generally a large part of farmland is under water),
property (one million housing units destroyed and
one million livestock swept away) and infrastructure
(thousands kilometers of roads and bridges washed
out). Finance Minister has indicated a loss of $10
billion, which is close to 3% of GDP. Undoubtedly, this
is a calamity previously unknown to the country. This
would pose real danger impinging on the medium term
economic outlook of the country.

Some of the implications would include rising import
demands both to meet food related shortages (wheat)
and cotton to allow the industry to meet the crop
shortfall. Therefore, as noted earlier in BOP discussion,
the external account would come under pressure.
Additionally, there would be new expenditure needs,
first, to support rescue and relief operations and,
second, to undertake rehabilitation and reconstruction
activities. Clearly, taken together, both these pressures
will adversely affect the performance under the Fund
program. Government should open a dialogue with its
development partners and seek concessions exclusively
related to contingencies emanating from the floods. It
would be fair to expect positive response as the country
received during the COVID-19 pandemic. However,
we should be prepared for a couple of years of austerity
and no growth, which would contribute to poverty and
unemployment. This can be mitigated to some extent by
significantly expanding the social safety net programs
such BISP and launching special programs for flood

affectees.
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THE BEST WAY TO THANK
ALLAH AIMIGHTY
mandatory. Yet it is also a way of asking

for His help and to get closer to Him. m

And for most people it is the means ~
of thanking Allah. However doesn’t :
it often happen that we thanked Allah EARSIEREES

in namaz and yet when something bad happens, we
immediately express our ingratitude? Then is namaz
really the best way to thank Allah? Or is there some
other way we can tell Him?

Namaz is a form of worship that is

I believe that we can; i.e. through ‘sincere actions’. For
that we need to inculcate two qualities in ourselves:

Contentment: It is a condition in which your heart and
mind are satisfied in whatever circumstances you find
yourself in. You accept everything as it is and submit
your will to Allah. When you achieve this state that is
when you are truly thankful to Allah for whatever you
have.

Another aspect of contentment is to remain steadfast
in one’s belief in Allah when faced with adverse
circumstances and not to complain. We find a great
example in the story of Hazrat Yunus (AS) which is
stated in Surah Saffat, ayats (139-148). It tells us of
what happens if we lose faith in Allah. Hazrat Yunus
(AS) was sent to the city of Nineveh. Initially they did
not listen to him and continued being idolaters as well
as lead a shameless life. This not only discouraged
and angered him, but he condemned them as well and
then ran away. However he was thrown off the ship he
had boarded and was swallowed by a gigantic fish. It
was then he realized his mistake and wholeheartedly
repented. Consquently, Allah relieved him of his
predicament; otherwise there he would have remained
till the Day of Judgment. Hazrat Muhammad (SAW)
said: “Indeed greater reward comes with greater trial.
And indeed, when Allah loves a people He subjects
them to trials, so whoever is content, then for him is
pleasure, and whoever is discontent, then for him is
wrath” - At-Trimdhi, Vol. 4, Book of Zuhd, Hadith no.
2396

Humbleness: To acknowledge that everything you
have (personal qualities, intellect, success, wealth,
children etc) is all due to Allah is another way you can
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show your gratitude to Him. When you believe that
all you have achieved in life is your own doing that is
indulging in ‘vanity or self-pride’, and you prove your
ungratefulness by doing so. Hazrat Muhammad (SAW)
said “He who has in his heart the weight of a mustard
seed of pride shall not enter Paradise. A person
(amongst his hearers) said: Verily a person loves that
his dress should be fine, and his shoes should be fine.
The Holy Prophet remarked: Verily, Allah is Graceful
and He loves Grace. Pride is to disdain the truth and
have contempt for people. Sahih Muslim, Vol. 1, Book
of Faith, Hadith no. 91a

An incident is related in Surah Sad, ayats (18-24) which
shows just how much Allah dislikes vanity. It is said
that two men appeared before Hazrat Daud (AS) with a
problem. He only heard one side of the case and gave his
viewpoint and at the same time thought to himself that
there were not many righteous men in the world, and
that he himself was just and fair. At that exact moment
the two men disappeared! That is when he realized that
he had been wrong to think that way. So this means that
although Hazrat Daud (AS) glorified and thanked Allah
profusely for what he had been bestowed with, yet for
that instance he had become ungrateful.

There is no doubt that applying these qualities requires
a lot of effort as we are often faced with situations in
life where they are put under test. Yet from the above
examples we see that Allah tested even his prophets to
show us that they also had their moments of weakness
and were simply human beings like us. The difference
is that most of them had the wisdom to understand
when they had committed a mistake, and would seek
to rectify it.

If we do the same; then Allah will be happy with us.
And that should be a major purpose of our lives!

Ms. Hajra Saeed is a freelance writer and has been
writing for 25 years. Her work has been published
in newspapers, magazines and online as well.
Main areas of interest are social issues, religion
and presenting a positive image of Pakistan.

O

October 2022

THE AFTERMATH OF
PAKISTAN’S CATASTROPHIC
FLOODS

The recent floods have affected 33
million people all over the country
and almost one-third of the country
is still submerged. It is considered
the greatest humanitarian crisis
in South Asia caused by natural
calamity. According to the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), the aftermath
of floods has severely affected 80 districts out of 160
all over the country, 31 in Balochistan, 23 in Sindh,
17 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 6 in Gilgit Baltistan,
and 3 in Punjab. Additionally, 10 million houses are
destroyed, occurred 730,483 livestock deaths, 1,162
human deaths, injured 3,554, 243 bridges collapsed,
and 5,063 km of roads are affected by this calamity
till the last week of August. The disaster’s financial
estimation cannot be accurately taken or perceived at a
moment due to submerged land.

Dr. Saira Kazmi

In this regard, Sindh is the worst affected province with
more than 14 million people being considered ‘badly
affected’, according to NDMA, from which 377,000
people are forced to live in camps. Balochistan comes
on the second affected province by floods where more
than 9 million people had to leave their houses and
7,000 are being resided in provided accommodation
in camps. GilgitBaltistan has declared the first time
‘calamity hit’ districts.

Extreme weather conditions place the country in a
hazardous zone with unpredictable weather patterns. A
decades-long rainfall record has been broken in Sindh
and Balochistan in July and August receiving 500%
more precipitation than the annual average causing
excessive torrential rain with the glacial melt in the
North of the country. This year, Pakistan has received
more than 190% more rain than normal. Due to this,
the country has faced flash flooding, glacial lake bursts,
and cloud bursts with massive economical and physical
loss. However, in the current year, Pakistan is placed as
the 8th most vulnerable country on the disaster list due
to climate change by the Global Climate Risk Index
2022. On the other side, Pakistan is in economic and
political turmoil and facing additionally, the natural
calamity. Inflation is already at the record highest of
27.26%, breaking the records of the last 49 years. After
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getting the bail-out package of $1.17 billion from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan has great
challenges to overcome the losses caused by floods
within its limited resources. Seems that Pakistan is
expecting difficult winter ahead, especially in northern
areas, Balochistan and Gilgit Baltistan. The weather
conditions in these areas during winters can drop to
around freezing.

According to NDMA’s preliminary provided
information, the major damage occurred to water,
sanitation and hygiene infrastructure. Regarding this,
30% of the damage was observed in Balochistan,
20% in KP and up to 50% in the hardest-hit areas of
Punjab and Sindh. Pakistan is in a crisis by requiring
more financial assistance now in rebuilding efforts,
securing gas imports, meeting the demands of IMF, and
managing the inflation, on which people are already
facing a financial burden. The basic food necessity
is hard to be afforded at lower income levels. In this
regard, the Petrol price has already been raised to Rs.
2.07 per litre reaching Rs. 235.98 per litre. Meanwhile,
Kerosene Oil by Rs.10.92 per litre (Rs.210.32 per
litre), and Light Diesel Oil by Rs. 9.79 per litre making
the increased rate of Rs. 210.54 per litre. With such a
higher price, a common citizen is finding it difficult to
afford his daily mobility. On the other side, unexpected
higher fuel charges have been adjusted in the monthly
electricity bill for August. Thus, people have been
observed on different platforms raising their voices
against inflation, and looking for cushioning, where the
country is having a poverty ratio of 39.2 % in 2022.

By looking at the present scenario of rains, Pakistan has
faced so far 8 monsoon cycles this year, which normally
goes to 4. According to the Pakistan Meteorological
Department, Pakistan has received the maximum rains
this year and is considered the wettest year. It is being
forecasted that the rain will go on till October creating
an unusual and difficult situation for a country, which is
struggling from its economical and political upheavals.
The heavy rainfall has caused the Indus River to flow.
The most affected provinces, Sindh and Balochistan
have received 500% above average rainfall till August
per NDMA. Regarding the loss of crops, it is estimated
that at least 3.6 million acres of crops across the country
are affected by floods which 438,000 acres in Punjab,
over 35, 500 acres in KP, 304, 000 acres in Balochistan,
and 2.85 million acres in Sindh. Already the Ukraine-
Russia war has affected the export of wheat and other
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edibles to its major exporters of South-Asian countries.
The future of importing wheat in this regard also seems
to suffer more. In this situation, we have witnessed
outstanding support from the country fellows, different
organizations, political parties, armed forces, and
foreign countries in providing and facilitating the
affectees wholeheartedly. One agenda with the aim
can be seen in this regard and wishing for the same on
political grounds.

There is a need to think and work on this issue for the
future. Pakistan requires more dams for the collection
of water instead of getting it wasted. The consumption
of water has increased, so there is a need of saving water
for future use. The loss can be reduced by strict measures
such as not granting permission or construction on
river banks and river shoulders. However, standing
water also gives breeding sites for mosquitoes that
cause malaria and dengue fever. Apart from the
aftermath of floods, the outstanding approach on one
agenda is being observed that is highly appreciable as
with limited resources, the government cannot work
alone. May Allah take out Pakistan from the emerging
crisis and keep the solidarity among all on all issues.
Especially, in politics, by looking at the unpredictable
election results and differences in ideologies resulting
in aggressive clashes on the ground.

Dr. Saira Kazmi is a Ph.D. from Universiti Tun
Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM), Johar, Malaysia.
She is a columnist, researcher, and visiting faculty
member of Riphah International University (Media
Sciences department), Islamabad.
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“Life 1s not
happening to you.
Life is responding

to you.”

Editor

Book title:
“Higher Education - Reflections
from the Field”
Chapter title:
Higher education for refugees:
Passport to the future
Topic Description:
The life of a refugee is not a piece of
cake, it is challenging for them in the
host country however for some reason
they cannot go back to their home
country. Those reasons include their
educational benefits, future security,
etc. Higher education is the need of
time and it supports them to stand on
their own. Moreover, it makes them
ready for the future either in their
home country or in the host country.
In this chapter, I am going to put
some light on the benefits of higher
education in the life of refugees.
There are a few countries that give
chances for young refugees to get
higher education but still very few of
them receive it. Sensible refugees dig
out the opportunities for themselves
and get future settlements and become
role models either in their host or in
their home country. And in this way,
they become a productive citizen too.
Keywords:
Education, Higher  Education,
Young Refugees, Settlement, Field
experiences

By Dr. Sehrish
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ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)

AMS REPORT - 2022

Month ending on 30" Sep 2022

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

AMS REPORT - Jan to Sep 2022

Ser | Contributors Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total
BBF 2021 236,132
Mr. Kashif

1 ) 528,000 528,000 1,056,000
Mateen Ansari

2 Col Nasir 1,920 1,920 3,840 3,840 1,920 5,760 19,200
Col Bakhtiar

3 4,800 9,600 4,800 3,840 4,800 27,840
Hakeem
Mr. Osama Waris

4 (Pay back) AMS- | 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 1,920 2,880 16,320
SB
Maj Manzoor

5 ] 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 11,520
Abbasi
Mr Asif Amin

6 Minhas (Amin 28,800 28,800
Kunjahi)
Brig Tassadiq

7 ] 76,800 76,800
Hussain Shah
Admiral I. A

8 . 28,800 28,800
Sirohy

9 Brig Javed Igbal 48,000 48,000
AWT(HQ)

10 | Financial 67,200 48,000 115,200
Assistance
Col Manzur

11 : 1,920 1,920
Bakhshi
Dr. Maj (Retd)

12 ] 4,800 4,800
Tahir
Mrs. Sarwat

13 9,600 9,600
(UK)
Total 533,760 | 9,600 33,600 169,920 | 69,120 11,520 536,640 | 26,880 | 53,760 1,444,800
Beneficiaries
NUML (Rwp

1 Campus) 35,000 35,000
1
NUML (Isb)

2 | 20,000 20,000 40,000
HITEC

3 4 135,000 100,000 185,000 | 420,000




MORROW Octoer 2022
UET Taxila
4 ) 35,000 35,000
Foundation Univ
5 45,000 45,000
Rwp Campus 1
Foundation Univ
6 150,000 | 120,000 255,000 | 525,000
Isb (FUI) 4
Punjab College
7 . 50,000 50,000
Quaid Campus 1
Arid Univ
8 ) 55,000 55,000
International
9 Islamic Univ 50,000 247,000 | 297,000
8
Swedish College
10 | 40,000 40,000
APS (Girls)
11 | Humayun Road 32,000 32,000
1
Faculity of Engr
12 | & Tech College -
1
Isb College of
13 | Physiotherapy 65,000 57,000 122,000
1
Sheen Advisor
14 | (Ms.Shaishta 25,000 25,000
Arshad) - 1
Dar-Ul-Madina
15 | (Dawat-e-Islami) 15,000 15,000
Wah -1
Paid to
L 175,000 | 117,000 255,000 | 265,000 | 55,000 | 25,000 | 65,000 15,000 | 764,000 | 1,736,000
Beneficiaries
W.H.Tax -
Total 175,000 | 117,000 255,000 | 265,000 | 55,000 | 25,000 | 65,000 15,000 | 764,000 | 1,736,000
No of
L 15 15 16 16 16 17 17 17 15
Institutions
No of Students 33 33 25 25 25 26 26 26 30
BBF 2021 236,132
Received so far 1,444,800
Total 1,680,932
Total Exp 1,736,000
Bal as on 30 Sep 2022 (55,068)
AMS: THE GRAND PICTURE
Details Mar 12 toAug 22 For Sep 2022 Cumulative Picture
Receipt 16,126,127.00 53,760.00 16,179,887.00
Payment 15,470,954.80 764,000.00 16,234,954.80
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CHOOSE YOUR ATTITUDE

You have the choice to choose your attitude
towards life. It could be a matter of how one
reacts to the changes taking place every two
hours or so. Or it may be a long drawn strategic
policy about life. You have three broad choices.

s

i

Bakhtiar

Accept one of those available readily or dug
out from the archives. And be a follower. It
will give you a class or group identity, may be a winning or
rising logo to wear, in matter of days and weeks. Thus feeling
elated in shortest possible time, and be part of successful people.
It gives huge protection and safety from new challenges. Go to
the country side and study a rat’s colony. Most people choose
this attitude.

Reject those in and around you, and put up a front. Live like a
rebel. The narcissist self will be satisfied. You will have a number
of challenges. You will have a focus to oppose and fight out. You
will have a face to frown at and enjoy defeating, and winning
from. Some people choose this attitude. Their biggest success in
life, for such people is having an enemy and decimating them,
him or her.

Develop an attitude, as a solution to the issue or problem; your
solution. Choose an attitude based on the universal value of
benevolence. A solution you are ready to amend, modify and
upgrade all the time as it suits the coveted end of ‘benevolence’.
Benevolence for all, far from hatred and prejudice, focused on
yield and contribution. This is the attitude of leaders. Be a leader;
one, who has an everlasting God to set values, be the judge and
reward. You may have wide and huge fellowship. Or you may
remain alone; a lone fighter, for a life time. The megalomaniac
self will be satisfied. And one may leave a name never to die.

Better Pakistan Issue 13 Sep 2011
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2+42=5
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I was company commander I, was PaKistani-

of two posts holding the area Then I lost East
between Karnaphuli Bridge Pakistan-
to Amnat Shah Bridge in

Chittagong. Enemy kept

banging its head s two

months; no way; we stood
like a rock till last day.
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I, Pirzada syed Mubarak I, son of Adam,
Ali shah, sajjada nasheen pbuh, the single soul,
Pir Mehr Ali, Karman father of all. Thus

brother and sister of
whole mankind. Just
like all of them.
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British...German....Latino....Indian...Pakistani....
Tamil....Yemeni
Emperor/ King...
Saint... (Name)...
Bishop... (name)...
Pope... (name)...
Father... (name)...
Benedict... (name)...

Reverend... (name)...

His/ Her Royal Highness.... (Name).

Christian name, middle name, surname

(name)...
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